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Progress Monitoring for Reading 

February 20, 2014 
3:30 – 4:30 PM 

Deb Fulton 
Educational Consultant, PaTTAN 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network 

PaTTAN’s Mission 

The mission of the Pennsylvania 
Training and Technical Assistance 

Network (PaTTAN) is to support the 
efforts and initiatives of the Bureau of 

Special Education, and to build the 
capacity of local educational agencies 
to serve students who receive special 

education services. 
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PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

Our goal for each child is to ensure 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) 


teams begin with the general 

education setting with the use of 

Supplementary Aids and Services 


before considering a   

more restrictive environment.
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Objectives 

• Review of process for determining focus for 
reading instruction and progress monitoring 

• Review of progress monitoring measures for 
reading 

• Sample IEP goals 
• Criteria for progress-monitoring 
• Evidence-based instructional practices 
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Basic Considerations 

• Is there a clear purpose? 
• Are there environmental 

variables to consider? 
• Are you using multiple measures? 
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Scarborough’s Reading Rope 

Scarborough, H. S. (2001). 
Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to later reading 
(dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), 
Handbook for research in early literacy (pp. 97-110). New York: Guilford Press. 6 
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Reading Intervention may be needed: 

Phonological deficits
 
Basic Decoding (and encoding) 


Lack of automaticity with a component skill of reading: letter 

names, sounds, words, phrases, sentences, and connected 


text
 
Low oral language and vocabulary
 

Morphology
 
Comprehension of sentences and connected text
 

Background information/ knowledge
 
Comprehension skills
 

Working Memory
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The Challenge! 

•	 Determining areas of reading difficulty 
•	 Determining appropriate assessments 
for those areas 

•	 Determining how to effectively instruct 
•	 Making timely instructional decisions 
to maximize growth. 
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Skills most often 
measured in 
screening tests 

The Reading Rope 

Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to later reading 
(dis)abilities: Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), 
Handbook for research in early literacy (pp. 97-110). New York: Guilford Press. 
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Torgeson FCRR April 2004 

Determining Areas of Reading Difficulty:  Using 
Diagnostic and Progress Monitoring Assessments 

• Diagnostic Assessments 
– Used to inform instructional planning 

• Progress-Monitoring Assessments 
– Used to frequently assess a student’s response to 

instruction and intervention 
– Requires multiple equivalent forms 
– Are used with students below benchmark 

PaTTAN 2014 12 

Limitations of Benchmark Measures 

Measures of vocabulary and oral language are not as predictive of reading 
disabilities, but many students will also have problems in these areas. 

Scarborough, H. S. (2001). Connecting early language and literacy to later reading (dis)abilities: PaTTAN 2014 10
 
Evidence, theory, and practice. In S. Neuman & D. Dickinson (Eds.), Handbook for research in early literacy (pp. 

97-110). New York: Guilford Press. 

Reading 
Comprehension 

Knowledge Fluency 

Metacognition 

Language 

•Prosody 
•Automaticity/Rate 
•Accuracy 
•Decoding 
•Phonemic Awareness 

•Oral Language Skills 
•Knowledge of Language 

Structures 
•Vocabulary 
•Cultural Influences 

•Life Experience 
•Content Knowledge 
•Activation of Prior 
Knowledge 
•Knowledge about 
Texts 

•Motivation & 
Engagement 
•Active Reading 
Strategies 
•Monitoring Strategies 
•Fix-Up Strategies 
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Approaches to Progress Monitoring 

Mastery 
Measures/Specific 
Skills Measures General Outcome 

Measures 
vs. 

PaTTAN 2014 13 

Mastery Measures/Specific Skills Measures 

• Describe mastery of a single skill in a series of short-
term instructional objectives 

• Represent a logical, not an empirical, hierarchy of 
skills 

• Technical problems for quantifying progress across 
objectives: 
– cannot index maintenance of skills 
– unknown reliability and validity of tests 
– objectives are not equivalent “units” 

• Can measure academic and functional skills 
PaTTAN 2014 14 

General Outcome Measures 

• Reflect overall competence in the annual 
curriculum 

• Incorporate retention and generalization 
• Describe an individual student’s long-term 

growth and development (both current status 
and rate of development) 

• Provide an initial step in a decision-making 
model for designing and evaluating 
interventions 

PaTTAN 2014 15 
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Progress Monitoring Assessments 

• Mastery  Measures 
• CBMs (Curriculum Based Measurements) 

– Measure what should be known by the end of the 
academic year. (alignment) 

– Used for  monitoring progress toward that 
end-of-year goal. 

– Technically Adequate 
– Require standard administration and scoring. 

PaTTAN 2014 16 

Monitoring progress in skill development with 
mastery tests 

Test accuracy and speed with: 
• writing the alphabet 

• phoneme segmentation 

• sound-symbol associations 

• reading words with specific vowel spellings 

• irregular word (“sight word”) recognition 

• classifying vocabulary words by semantic category 

• meanings of morphemes 

• dictated sentences 

PaTTAN 2014 17 

Monitoring Progress with CBMs 

Typically: one minute measures given to 
students below benchmark. 

For students who are well below grade level: 
• monitor reading sub skills (or) 

• monitor with ORF at instructional level 

PaTTAN 2014 18 
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Strategic Integration! 

MasteryGOM 
Drill Down! 

19 
L. Edwards-Santoro 2014 

Which measures do I use? 

1. Purpose (what and why?) 
2. Instructional expectations 
3. Determination of student  	needs and 

response to instruction 

PaTTAN 2014	 20 

Measurable Components for Reading 

1.	 Phonological Processing: 
– First sound fluency 
– Phoneme blending and segmentation 

2.	 Fluency/Accuracy 
– Fluency in Subskills 
– Oral Reading Fluency 
– Decoding/Accuracy 

3. Language Comprehension 
– Vocabulary 
– Retelling 

PaTTAN 2014	 21 

– Maze  
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1. Phonological Processing 
• Number of first sounds given within a 

specified period of time (e.g. First Sound 
Fluency) 

OR 
• Number of phonemes blended or segmented 

within a specified period of time. (e.g. 
Phoneme Segmentation Fluency) 

•	 Sample IEP Goal: “Given a (1-minute) timed oral probe of a word 
list, the student will increase the total number of first sounds given 
correctly from (10 s) to (20) on three consecutive weekly probes.” 

PaTTAN 2014	 22 

2. Accuracy 

Fluency= accuracy, rate  and prosody 

• Percentage of words (or specific skills) read 

correctly  within a specified period of time. 

(e.g. ORF accuracy) 

•	 Sample IEP Goal: “The student will increase the % words 
read  correctly in a 3rd grade level passage in 1-minute 
from 80% to 95% on three consecutive weekly probes.” 

PaTTAN 2014	 23 

Here Is What ORF Might Look Like 

Grade 3 Winter DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency 

wheelchair to get around. She comes to school in a special van] 
that can transport four people who use wheelchairs. The van 

I have a new friend at school. She can’t walk so she uses a 
no T 

goes in speedy 

can and has 

walker use 

T 
brings my friend and another boy to school. My friend is in third 
grade with me, and the boy is a fourth grader. (12 WCPM) 

Benchmarks:	 0–66 = at risk 
67–91 = some risk 
92+ = low risk 

PaTTAN 2014	 24 
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Here Is What ORF Might Look Like 

Benchmarks:	 0–98 = at risk 
99–119 = some risk 
120+ = low risk 

PaTTAN 2014	 25 

Another name for Virgin Islands National Park might be 
paradise. The park, which covers most of St. John Island and most of 
Hassel Island, consists of fifteen thousand acres of clear water, white 
sand beaches, fragile coral reefs, tropical forests, hundreds of species 
of plants, and the remnants of earlier cultures. 

The coral reef colonies] here support many types of fish. They
are also home to worms, sponges, urchins, mollusks, and lobsters. 
These are fragile communities that depend on just the right 
combination of conditions such as proper temperatures, enough 
sunlight and oxygen, and the right foods. (46 WCPM) 

Grade 6 Winter DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency 

2. Fluency 

• Number of words (or specific subskills) 
read correctly within a specified period of 
time. (ex: ORF) 

•	 Sample IEP Goal: “The student will increase the total number 
of words read  correctly in a 3rd grade level passage in 1-
minute from (60 words) to (110 words) on three consecutive 
weekly probes.” 

PaTTAN 2014	 26 

Here Is What ORF Might Look Like 

Grade 6 Winter DIBELS Oral Reading Fluency 

Another name for Virgin Islands National Park might be
paradise. The park, which covers most of St. John Island and most of 
Hassel Island, consists of fifteen thousand acres of clear water, white 
sand beaches, fragile coral reefs, tropical forests, hundreds of species 
of plants, and the remnants of earlier cultures. 

The coral reef colonies] here support many types of fish. They
are also home to worms, sponges, urchins, mollusks, and lobsters. 
These are fragile communities that depend on just the right 
combination of conditions such as proper temperatures, enough 
sunlight and oxygen, and the right foods. (55 WCPM) 

Benchmarks:	 0–98 = at risk 
99–119 = some risk 
120+ = low risk PaTTAN 2014	 27 
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How fluent is fluent enough? 

• Remember the purpose: To comprehend! 
• Appropriate reading rate changes with 

complexity of text and purpose 

PaTTAN 2014 • For more information (LD Online) 
http://www.ldonline.org/article/6354/ 28 

www.edformation.com 

PaTTAN 2014 
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Progress Monitoring on DORF 

24108 

Feb Apr May Jun 

50(12), 45(14) 
51(10) 

Mar 

57(10) 

61(12) 
57(14) 
65(16)
72(14) 

80(16) 

3 
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3.  Comprehension: Common GOMs 

• WCPM/ORF    (GOM) 
• Oral read and retell.  (GOM/MM)) 

– Retell should be 30% of WCPM 
– # of words retell divide by WCPM= % 
– 10/70=14% Wow need to do comp! 

• Maze/Cloze Probes (GOM) 
• CDTs (diagnostic information) 

Sample IEP Goal: “The student will increase the number  of 
related words used in retelling a 3rd grade level passage in 1-
minute from 14% to 30 % of total words read correctly per 
minute on three consecutive weekly probes.” 

31
PaTTAN 2014 

Maze 

With a crossbones and skull flag flying high through the 
air, a group of daring pirates navigated their ship 
through the stormy sea towards a distant island. 
Through the mist before them lay (was, how, the) land 
they had dreamt of, Treasure (twelve, needed, Island). 
Treasure Island was rumored to have (thirty, dozens, 
shore) of pirate treasure chests buried beneath (fly, 
too, its) sandy beaches for all to find (be, or, no) to die 
trying. 

(Sample 8th grade Maze passage from AIMsweb. 
PaTTAN 2014 32 
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ORF/MAZE + Mastery/ Diagnostic 

• 5 Ws and How  	(Who, What, Where, 
When, Why, and How) 

• Retell 
• Main Idea and Detail Identification 
• Summarizing 

Adapted from L. Edwards-Santoro, 2014 

PaTTAN 2014	 34 

Example of vocabulary progress monitoring 

•	 Know how many vocabulary words total for grade 
level/subject. 

•	 List them in order taught. 

•	 Develop probes to monitor progress. 

•	 Count every 5th word to develop a matching activity with 
student friendly definitions. 

•	 Administer on a regular basis. 

•	 Students should be growing in the number they are 
getting correct as the year goes on. 

PaTTAN 2014	 35 

CORE Vocabulary Screening 

• Grade levels 1-8 
• Can be administered 

as a group or 
individual 

•	 Two versions at 
each grade level 

PaTTAN 2014	 36 
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Another possibility….. 

CDT Overview 
What are the Classroom Diagnostic Tools? 

The Pennsylvania Classroom Diagnostic Tools (CDT) is 
a set of online tools designed to provide diagnostic 
information in order to guide instruction and provide 
support to students and teachers. These tools 
(available at no cost to districts) are fully integrated and 
aligned with the  Standards Aligned System (SAS) and 
will assist educators in identifying students’ academic 
strengths and areas of need, providing links to 
classroom resources. 

37 
PaTTAN 2014 

Supports Differentiated Instruction Within 
RtII Tiers 1, 2, and 3 

•	 The CDT represents a standards-aligned classroom 
diagnostic tool that may be used to support differentiated 
instruction within Tiers 1, 2, and 3. 

•	 The CDT is a powerful tool for monitoring student progress 
relative to standards and learning progressions.  

•	 The CDT is not a form of curriculum-based measurement; it 
is a classroom diagnostic measure. 

PaTTAN 2014	 38 

The student will move from the significantly below 
average range in the fall to below average range in the 
spring as measured by the CDT. 

The (8th grade) student will move from the 3rd grade 
level range in the fall to 4th grade level range in the 
spring as measured by the CDT. 

Access information about the Classroom 
Diagnostic Tools at 
https://pa.drcedirect.com/default.aspx 

39 

Sample IEP goals using CDTs 

PaTTAN 2014 39 
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How often? 
• Progress Monitoring (Formative) 

– 1x Week for at-risk & students with disabilities 
– 1x Month for typically developing students 
– 1x Quarter for above average students 

• Benchmarking/ Norming (Summative) 
– 1x Quarter for all students 

• Survey Level (Summative) 
– 1x At the beginning of progress monitoring 
– 1x Identify students’ instructional level 

PaTTAN 2014 40 
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PaTTAN 
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ALL Students: Effective Instruction in the Standards Aligned Core Reading Program 
Kindergarten – Beginning 1st Grade: 

Phonemic Awareness   Phonics   Fluency  Language/Vocabulary Comprehension 

Below	 Below 
benchmar	 benchmark 
k 

At benchmark or above: 
Check Phonological Awareness		 Continue and enhance core
 

instruction
 

44 
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Benchmark Screening: 
Phonological Awareness, NWF 

(Nonsense Word Fluency),WCPM 
(words correct per minute) 

For ALL: Language 
Continue rich oral language 

development, 
increase vocabulary, 

sentence comprehension, model 
self-monitoring strategies, 

Increase background 
knowledge 

Phonics (NWF) 

Accuracy- poor 

Phonological Awareness (FSF, PSF) 

Poor ? Adequate? 

Awareness   Instruction: 
Syllable 

Onset-rime 

Phoneme segmentation 

strategies at each level: 
letters, 

sounds,
Explicit Phonological

Blending 

Implement fluency-building 

words, 

phrases, 

sentences, 

text 

Phonics (NWF): 

Accuracy—Good 

Fluency- Poor 

Explicit Phonics 

and word 

recognition 

Instruction 

Mid-1st – 2nd Grade: 
ALL Students: Effective Instruction in the Standards Aligned Core Reading Program 

Phonemic Awareness   Phonics  Word Study Fluency   Language/Vocabulary  Comprehension 

ORF - poor 

Accuracy- poor 

Below 
benchmar 
k 

Phonics (NWF)- Poor 
Check Phonological Awareness 

Phonological Awareness (PSF) 

Poor ? Adequate? 

Explicit Phonological
Awareness   Instruction: 

Syllable 

Onset-rime 

Phoneme segmentation 

Blending 

Explicit Phonics 

and word 

recognition 

Instruction 

Benchmark Screening: 
Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF), 

Oral Reading Fluency (ORF) 
Retell, MAZE 

At benchmark or above: 

ORF- Adequate 
Comprehension –adequate 
Continue and enhance core instruction 

45 

Below 
benchmark 

Check instructional level 

Implement
fluency-building 

strategies at
each level: 

words, 

phrases, 

sentences, 

text 

ORF- Poor 

Accuracy—adequate 

ORF -adequate 
Accuracy adequate 
Comprehension 
(retell, Maze)-

poor 

Evaluate, consider, and 
Implement explicit 
Vocabulary and 
Comprehension 
instruction 

For ALL: Continue rich oral 
language 

development, 
implement vocabulary, 

Comprehension and self-
monitoring strategies, text 

complexity instruction, 
Increase background 

knowledge 

PaTTAN 2014 
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IEP Goals & Objectives 

• Condition (situation in which the student will 
perform the behavior) 

• Student Name  
• Clearly Defined Behavior 
• Performance Criteria 

• Criterion Level (percent of time, number of times out of 
number of trials, etc.) 

• Number (number of times the student must perform the 
behavior) 

• Evaluation Schedule (how often the student will be 
assessed) 

PaTTAN 2014	 47 

Sample IEP Goals and Objectives 

•	 Given a sixth grade level MAZE assessment, Jose will 
circle 15 correct word choices in 3 minutes on 4 out of 
6 consecutive weekly probes. 

•	 Given a sixth-grade passage Jose will read 120 words 
correctly in 1 minute with 95% accuracy on 3 out of 
4 consecutive weekly probes. 

PaTTAN 2014	 48 
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Well-Written Goals When Monitoring 
with Out-of-Grade Level Material 

• Multiple statistical approaches 

• Least time consuming: students 
reach the end of the year goal in half 
the amount of time. 

DIBELS NextPaTTAN 2014 49 

Steps for Setting Out-of-Grade 
Progress Monitoring Goals 

1. Determine students current level of performance 

2. Determine the goal based on the progress monitoring level 
and the end-of-year benchmark goal for that level (e.g., 87 
words correct per minute with at least 97% accuracy in 
second-grade DORF). 

3. Set the goal date so that the goal is achieved in half the time 
in which it would typically be achieved (e.g., move the end-
of-year benchmark goal to be achieved by the middle-of-
year benchmark time). 

4. Draw an aimline connecting the current performance to the 
goal. 

PaTTAN 2014 50 

Catching Students Up: Intensive 
Change PM Materials level when student hits these targets 3 
times 

Grade Level of Material Words Correct Per Minute 

2  55  

3  77  

4 100 

5 100 

6 110 

PaTTAN 2014 51 DIBELS Next Interpretation 
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Evidence-Based Instructional Practices 

Interventions provide a more trustworthy 
approach for identifying effective methods for 

teaching reading 

PaTTAN 2014 52 

Evidence-Based Practices for 

Instructional Delivery and Design 


• Explicit instruction 
• Systematic instruction 
• Opportunities for Student Response and 

Feedback 

PaTTAN 2014 53 

What about ELLs? 

Six Key principals to support ELLs 

These 6 principles can be found 

more detail at the end of your handout.
 

PaTTAN 2014 54 
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Considerations for ELLs 

• Use results of ACCESS for ELLs and W-APT 
• Share responsibility 
• Use assessments to show ELL’s skill growth 

over time 
• Be careful interpreting results of diagnostic 

assessments with ELLs who are at the 
Entering level. 

PaTTAN 2014 55 

Remember why we are progress monitoring! 

PaTTAN 2014 56 

Consider: Intervention Changes 

• The intensity of the 
intervention 

(duration, frequency) 

• The instructional 
approach or methodology 

• The group size or 
composition 

• The materials 
PaTTAN 2014 57 
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Opportunity for next steps! 

• Lana Edwards-Santoro will be presenting at 
our RtII Implementer’s Forum on May 20, 
2014. (Hershey, PA) 
– Using Data to Select Interventions for Struggling 

Readers: A Focus on Learning to Read 
– Using Data to Select Interventions for Struggling 

Readers: A Focus on Reading to Learn 

PaTTAN 2014 58 

Found in your handout: 
• Where do I find “Evidence-Based” 

Methodologies? 
• References 
• Internet Resources 
• Resources for Additional Information 

PaTTAN 2014 59 

EXAMPLE 
www.corelearn.com 

PaTTAN 2014 
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CBM Materials 

•AIMSweb/  
Edformation 
•DIBELS Next 

61 

http://www.paec.org/itrk3/files/pdfs/rea 
dingpdfs/cooltoolsall.pdf 

• Cool Tools: 
Informal 
Reading 
Assessments 

PaTTAN 2014 62 

Contact Information www.pattan.net 

Deb Fulton 
dfulton@pattan.net 
717-460-7860 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Tom Corbett, Governor 

Pennsylvania Department of Education 
Carolyn C. Dumaresq,Ed.D., Acting Secretary 

Patricia Hozella, Director 
Bureau of Special Education 
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