
ANN SHEFFER: Thank you for your focused and thoughtful participation in our seminar.  As part of the 

post seminar process, please review the goal you set for yourself and reflect in writing to what extent you 

met the goal.  We know that goal setting is important with Socratic seminar.  So this gives them the 

opportunity to go back and to see if they did in fact meet their goals and to maybe start pondering goals 

for the next seminar.  We're going to use the fish bowl and I will choose names and just tell me how you 

think you did today as far as setting your goals and did you meet your goals.  How about Bayleigh? 

BAYLEIGH: My advance goal was to refer to the text and I used quotes from pieces to back up my 

comments so I feel like I accomplished that goal. 

ANN SHEFFER: And finally, let's finish up the day with Summer. 

SUMMER: My goals were to refer to the text and look at the speaker and I think I did that because I paid 

attention each time someone was talking. 

ANN SHEFFER: Writing is always an important way to finish up a Socratic discussion.  Since we talked a 

lot about symbolism today, I thought we might talk about it more in a modern context.  What symbol 

would represent modern America in your eyes and why?  It permits the students to reflect on our 

discussion, to dig a little more deeply into their own thoughts and what others have said.  Make sure that 

you reference at least two other symbols that we have discussed this semester.  Don't forget we're 

focusing on allegory which is a symbolic fiction or narrative that can conveys a secondary meaning and 

parable, a story illustrating a moral or lesson as you are drafting your notes for your essay.  It could be an 

essay.  It could be a journal entry.  Ladies and gentlemen, if you could breakout into your small groups, 

taking with you the writing prompt and all of your materials.  You might want to grab your post-its and your 

highlighters as well for some pre writing.  And I like to hear them batting ideas around and try to provide 

some feedback, making sure that they're pulling specific examples from the text to back up what they say.  

For tomorrow, you need to have your essay for me completed, parenthetically cited.  I've seen very 

positive outcomes with using Socratic seminar.  The quiet students find a voice and actually, I've had 

many students asked to not deconstruct the circle after a seminar just because of the comfort it gives 

them and the voice, I think, it gives them as well. 


