
ANN SHEFFER: Good morning, class. 

PARTICIPANTS: Good morning. 

ANN SHEFFER: Please get out all of your materials for today's seminar.  You will need your copy of The 

Scarlet Letter, your copy of The Minster's Black Veil.  You also have on your desk your cold read for 

today which will be two excerpts from some criticism on those two pieces.  You also have out your 

seminar reflection piece.  My goal for the class today is for them to engage in the text, to have thematic 

and symbolic comparison between literary selections, and to also incorporate two cold reads with literary 

criticism so that they can really understand the purpose for this novel and for the short story.  If you 

would, please, pull out your seminar participant reflection sheet.  Today we will be looking at The Scarlet 

Letter and The Minister's Black Veil.  And as with all seminars, I would like to go over the rules with you.  

A Paideia Seminar is a collaborative, intellectual dialogue about a text facilitated with open-ended 

questions.  As the seminar facilitator, I am primarily responsible for asking challenging open-ended 

questions, and I will take a variety of notes to keep up with the talk turns and flow of ideas.  You do not 

need to raise your hand in order to speak, rather, you try to stay focused on the main speaker and wait 

your turn.  I learned early on that when the students are learning the process as they're becoming 

comfortable with Socratic seminar that maybe it's okay to start with a slightly easier text, so that they'd 

feel comfortable in the process.  I would like you, please, to look at the bottom part of the paper, the 

personal participation goals.  And today, I would like you to choose one from the developing list and one 

from the advanced list.  That will be your goals for today.  You need to take some time to build a 

community in your classroom with the students, their comfort with me and -- so that we feel that we can 

discuss openly and at the same time respect one another's opinions.  I would also like to set a class goal 

today, and that goal would be for you to make sure that you are citing textual evidence when you state 

your opinion.  So I would like to have a quote, a page number, a line, something to back up what you're 

saying when you make a point.  And I always like to have a cold read so that they have something new to 

compare the text with.  It helps them to see something fresh and to be able to discuss it with the group.  

On your desk you are going to find your cold read, if you would pull that out, please.  You are going to see 

flaws in The Scarlet Letter and three masterpieces in Twice-Told Tales.  I push for my students' active 

reading where they question the text, they interact with the text.  I know that these are only excerpts but 

would you number the two paragraphs keeping the excerpt from the novel in paragraph one?  So if you 

look at me, you're going to have one and then two over here.  I think it's very important that the students 

are constantly questioning the text.  What I would like you to do, please, using post-its, flags, highlighters, 

read these two excerpts, taking notes as necessary, highlighting as necessary, anything that you feel is 

important, intriguing, insightful.  Making sure that they're always pulling that text back into our discussion 

to support their opinions and their ideas. 


