
GAIL ROSENBERRY: How many of you have read something and didn't remember what you've read?  

Reading a text multiple times really enhances the comprehension of students.  As I look at our essential 

question today, this really tells us and reminds us what our coding strategy is going to help us do.  That 

first read is really just like a preview, and then, with the second reading, they start to make those mental 

connections.  And we're going to continue with our second reading of today.  For my second class, we 

were moving to the Coding Strategy.  And with the Coding Strategy, this is the way for students to self-

monitor.  The plus sign we're going to use as our code for, "this is new information for me," or we have 

the exclamation mark, and that's that, "wow, that's really amazing."  And this strategy helps you, in other 

words, to self-monitor.  That's what thinking about your own thinking is.  This doesn't mean that every 

time you read a passage, you have to use your sticky notes to get you into the habit of thinking about 

your reading.  Research shows that if a student self-monitors and asks questions while they're reading, 

that really improves their comprehension.  Okay.  Here, I want you to read the first paragraph.  You're 

going to alternate your reading, so decide who's going to go first with the first sentence.  The next person 

will read the second sentence and then back and forth.  We've done this before.  Go ahead. 

STUDENT: The (inaudible) too high and swamps, cellars, and barns… 

STUDENT: The person -- the slave has been told where to go for the first stop. 

GAIL ROSENBERRY: And since this reading was the second reading, I had the students do some 

partner reading, and then also they did independent reading.  You're going to read silently those 

paragraphs and you're going to do your own coding based on the symbols you're thinking about what 

you're reading.  The students enjoyed using the sticky notes.  They use these to make a synthesis 

statement about what they thought the author's purpose was.  And then they use evidence to support 

their statement.  You're going to tell me by writing what's the central idea of the whole passage.  You've 

already predicted what it was, so now, you're going to take your sticky notes and make a synthesis 

statement.  Ultimately, if students can self-monitor as they read, they become more involved with the text.  

I have more quality discussions with my students.  You've completed your synthesis statements.  Let's 

discuss them.  Keanna, why don't you start off? 

KEANNA: I put -- I think the author's purpose is that, here, she wants reader to find out a lot of new 

information. 

STUDENT: The slaves were becoming free because in the second paragraph, it said, "After a lot of 

debate, a law was passed, no other slave could come from Africa." 

STUDENT: At the same time, slaves wanna get out, so they were happy about that law passing. 

GAIL ROSENBERRY: Also, I have more quality writing from the students about what they're reading.  

Since I started using these strategies, I haven't heard any moans and groans about rereading anything.  

And I think it's motivating them to want to participate in class and become engaged. 


