
DAVID BERQUIST: Good morning.  My name is David Berquist.  I'm an educational consultant with the 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network, Pittsburg Office.  Welcome.  And thank you for 

joining today's webinar, Introduction to the Pennsylvania Secondary Transition Guide Website.  This 

website is designed to be a central information help for youth and families navigating the transition from 

secondary education to adult life.  Handouts for today's session can be found on PaTTAN's Training 

Calendar.  Just select today's date and then the title of the event.  Handouts are located on the right side 

of the page and once you select the hand--the handouts, you will need to download the handouts and 

either open or save document.  Today's objectives is to introduce users to the newly created 

Pennsylvania Secondary Guide Website, create awareness of the resource information and data 

available on the website.  We're going to describe the usefulness and utility of the website's contents and 

future potential, and assist users in navigating the site.  Again, the site is www.secondarytransition.org.  

Before we begin today's webinar, I'd like to take a few minutes to familiarize you with the various webinar 

tools that we will be using during today's session.  On your screen is an image of the GoToWebinar 

Dashboard that you will see in the upper right-hand corner of your screen.  The dashboard provides you 

with ways to interact throughout the webinar.  The red arrow allows you to open and close the dashboard.  

If you click the orange arrow, the dashboard will be minimized.  When you click the arrow again, the full 

dashboard will be available.  The dashboard contains sections that can be expanded or collapsed by 

clicking the plus or minus icon on the left side of each section.  The first section in this dashboard you will 

see the screen is audio.  By default, a webinar mutes all participants.  You will see the word muted in red.  

And your microphone icon is grayed out.  The only audio requirement is for listening.  If you experience 

audio issues during a webinar while you are using your computer speakers to listen, it may be that the 

network traffic is affecting your experience.  Often, using the telephone will eliminate this issue.  But 

please note, the number to dial will be a long distance call and standard rates will apply.  When you select 

telephone, the phone number will be provided along with an access code and audio pin.  Another section 

on the dashboard is for questions or sending comments to the presenter.  We encourage you to ask 

questions and send comments throughout the webinar.  Type the question in the enter a question for staff 

section in the dashboard.  We will either respond directly back to you in the question box or answer your 

question verbally so the full audience can hear the response.  On this webinar, we will take time at the 

end to answer some of the questions from the field.  The question section also allows presenters to send 

a message to the audience.  In this example, the presenter wanted to make the audience aware of the 

link to the handouts for their presentation.  Above the hand icon is a small square which you can use to 

change how you view the presentation.  You can either select full screen or view presentation in a 

window.  Most technical issues arise when you are connecting to the webinar.  If you are hearing my 

voice and seeing the PowerPoint presentation then you will likely not encounter any issues during the 

webinar.  If you do, simply exit out of the meeting and reconnect.  You may have to reboot your computer 

as well.  If you still have problems, please contact your local tech support.  If you have no local tech 

support and are able to, you can send us a question by way of the question box mentioned earlier.  In our 



experience when a participant has an issue, it is a result of a computer or a local network problem.  

PaTTAN's Mission is to support the efforts and initiatives of the Bureau of Special Education, and to build 

the capacity of local education agencies to serve students who receive special education services.  The 

goal for each child is to ensure Individualized Education Program (IEP) teams begin the general 

education setting with the use of Supplementary Aids and Services before considering a more restrictive 

environment.  During this webinar which will be archived for future viewing and for potential training 

purposes, we will be outlining the history and background of secondary transition folder, reviewing its 

evolution to a newly created secondary transition guide website, presenting an overview of the new 

website, as well as navigating the site.  And again this is the address, www.secondarytransition.org.  

Since 2005, PaTTAN under the auspices of the Bureau of Special Education, Pennsylvania Department 

of Education has developed and distributed secondary transition resource folders and CDs to parents and 

students of transition age, 14 to 21 years of age in all of the commonwealth school districts and charter 

schools.  The folders and CDs evolved and matured over the years to where in 2011 and '12, the folder 

and CD contained 21 core documents covering a myriad of topics, information, and important data 

regarding secondary transition.  If all 21 documents were copied it would amount to over a thousand 

pages.  The folder also provided secondary transition information and links to community agency contacts 

and services, as well as phone numbers to call for assistance like the Special Education Consultant, 

Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania, and information and supports to parents and children with 

disabilities like the Parent Education Network, the Parent Education and Advocacy Leadership Center 

and the Mentor Parent Program.  Secondary transition planning assists youths and their families with the 

exploration of opportunities and identification of goals for life after high school.  In many ways effective 

transition planning is like a road map.  It's a series of divine paths that lead to adult life as a destination.  

Such destinations for youth include education, employment, independent living, and health and wellness.  

It is also important to know that transition planning for students is required by the Individuals with 

Disabilities Act, IDEA 2004 and Pennsylvania Special Education Regulations commonly referred to as 

Chapter 14.  Transition planning for youth with disabilities need to -- need to begin at age 14 or younger if 

determined appropriate by the student's IEP team.  The transition planning process is based on individual 

student's needs, strengths, preferences, and interests.  To that end, Pennsylvania Department of 

Education and Bureau of Special Education and PaTTAN has provide the families and students with the 

secondary transition folder and CD.  Inside the flaps on that original folder contained the listing of the 21 

core documents on the left and those links and phone numbers previously mentioned on the right.  The 

2011, '12 CD contained 21 core documents, 21 core resource documents both in English and Spanish.  

These documents offered practical information in what youth and families, educators, and administrators 

need to know regarding secondary transition.  They described the transition section of the EIP, explained 

what to expect as one navigates through the secondary transition process and provide a transition related 

toolkits and agency resource information.  From the beginning of its creation, the transition folder was 

also intended to be used by the student and his or her family is the center file to hold the IEP and other 



associated documents.  Part of the core documents contained the Pennsylvania Youth and Leadership 

Network resources, transition, and healthcare toolkits, secondary transition: what families, educators, 

administrators need to know, secondary transition road map, secondary transition: getting it right in the 

IEP, secondary transition, summary of academic achievement and functional performance, secondary 

transition: frequently asked questions, supplementary aids and services fact sheet, least restrictive 

environment: IDEA and LRE, inclusive practices for students ages 14 to 21: considerations and concepts, 

transition health care checklist with the Department of Health, exploring careers: information for parents 

of students with disabilities, think college, college options for people with intellectual disabilities, autism 

transition handbook: an online resource for families in Pennsylvania, from entitlement to eligibility: 

differences between public education and postsecondary education for individuals with disabilities, 

secondary transition guide to housing options, office of vocational rehabilitation, and it also contained a 

table of contents and index.  And this is what the secondary transition resource index appears as a 

screenshot.  Documents were available in English and Spanish, and this is what the CD actually look like.  

Based on PEN data information specifically the number of students 14 years of age and those students 

who would be turning 14 in a particular school year, each district in charter schools allocation of folders 

and CDs were printed, assembled, and mailed.  This was done once each school year.  In addition, we 

added a five to ten percent contingency to each districts of charter schools allocation.  The folders were 

distributed to superintendents, special education directors, intermediate executive, directors, special 

education directors, charter school chief executive officers.  Also, a Penn*Link was distributed by Mr. 

John Tommasini, Director of Bureau of Special Ed which alerted the recipients that received the mailings 

and described the resource materials.  Who actually received the folders?  Youth with disabilities, 14 

years of age and newly identified youth over 14 years of age in any -- in any given school year, the Parent 

Education Networks, all 29 Intermediate Units and each of PaTTAN offices.  And all documents are -- all 

documents continue to be available on the PaTTAN website.  If you were to navigate to the PaTTAN's 

website, www.pattan.net -- excuse me, under PaTTAN publications this is what you would see.  This is 

the screenshot of that particular area.  Despite the obstacles in adhering such mass mailing, most 

students of transition age didn't receive that resource.  But how are the materials received?  Over the 

years, there have been several methods that were consistently used to distribute the folders and CDs to 

students and their families.  These six methods have been used most often.  And probably the most 

important one here is distributed during IEP meetings, but the other means of distribution were also 

critical and were used most commonly throughout the state.  Other distribution methods that we know 

transpire is on your screen right now and you could just take a second to look at that.  As you can see, 

there were several distribution methods in addition to the ones previously shown.  There are post 

advantages and disadvantages associated with the creation and the continued development in the annual 

distribution of the folders and CDs to the commonwealth school districts and charter schools.  The 

advantages were that all 500 school districts and charter schools educating transition aged students were 

mailed their portion on the folders and CDs.  And as a contingency, an extra 10% average was added.  



The documents were available in both English and Spanish and were accessible on the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education at PaTTAN website as we said.  The documents were comprehensive and 

offered a wide range of information and data to parents and students.  The CD also provided a detailed 

index for users so it will be easier to navigate through the various documents by subject of interest.  

However, with any large scale mailing and dissemination of these types of materials, there were 

disadvantages due to the natural lag in the reporting of up-to-date data, distribution problems with the 

local level, unanticipated transverse of students in and out migration.  District sometimes did not receive 

enough to distribute to all students of transition age.  There were short digits.  Because of the large 

volume of mails some districts received, many districts misplaced or temporarily lost their supply of 

folders.  Because of the static content some documents became quickly outdated.  Because of the many 

phone calls and emails received over the years at the three PaTTAN offices which was supported from 

input from Bureau of Special Education and the Special Education Advisory Panel or SEAP, it was 

obvious that not all parents, and guardians, and students were receiving folders or CDs.  Other evidence 

was also reported.  A PaTTAN consultant once while visiting his local post office found a transition folder 

lying on the counter halfway -- half open.  One year at the PaTTAN Pittsburgh office we received dozens 

of resource folders and CDs from an undelivered package.  When it was returned, some of the folders 

had tire tracks on them when they were apparently ran over by a vehicle before they were found, 

packaged and returned to PaTTAN.  Obviously those students did not receive that resource.  Based on 

the feedback received and the experiences previously mentioned it became apparent that there was a 

better way to disseminate the secondary transition resources.  It was decided that the most efficient and 

effective approach was to go green and create a public website dedicated specifically to secondary 

transition.  Efficient and effective both in terms of cost, but also to ensure dissemination of the resources 

to every student who needed them.  This approach was discussed by the Pennsylvania Community of 

Practice on secondary transition or PACT.  The PACT is a group of various stakeholders from across 

Pennsylvania who works collaboratively to ensure appropriate transition outcomes for Pennsylvania youth 

and young adults.  The PACT is a statewide [inaudible] team consisting of representatives from state 

departments of education, health, labor and industry, and public welfare.  There was also a 

representation from young adults, parent organizations, advocates higher education, and employers.  The 

shared vision and common goals of PACT is achieved when all Pennsylvanian youth and young adults 

with disabilities successfully transitioned to the role of productive participating adult citizens.  As a follow-

up, PaTTAN presented a demo version of the website at the annual Secondary Transition Conference at 

Penn State in July of 2012.  From this input a refined version of the website was developed in winter of 

2012.  The website has been designed to help provide useful information, important data and access to a 

myriad of resources to make the transition from high school to the adult world a successful journey.  In an 

effort to inform all stakeholders, students, parents, administrators, educators, and others who service or 

work with students with disabilities 14 years or older, in February of 2013 each school district special ed 

director, coordinator or supervisor were mailed copies of a one-page flyer.  All charter schools were also 



on this mailing.  They received a sufficient number of flyers for all students 14 years of age were those 

turning 14 during the 2012-'13 school year.  The flyer was addressed to students and parents, guardians 

and describe the website and provided an address to access a site.  The special education director or 

supervisor also received the letter from John Tommasini, Director of Bureau of the Special Ed containing 

a description of the new -- the new site and the notification of the website with instructions to school 

personnel that specified if parents and guardians were unable to access the website, they can request a 

CD or a printed copy of the website or documents available in English or Spanish or by contacting their 

school or the PaTTAN Pittsburgh office.  When you click on www.secondarytransition.org this homepage 

appears.  This is a screenshot of that.  Purpose of this website is to provide youth and young adults, 

parents and education professionals with knowledge of the secondary transition process to facilitate a 

young person's progress towards the attainment on his or her secondary goals related to education, 

employment, and community living.  The Pennsylvania's Secondary Transition Guide website is a 

continual working progress.  We hope that you will bookmark the site and check back regularly for 

updates and additions.  It is being populated almost on a weekly basis.  The website is organized by 

topics.  The topics covered key areas of secondary transition including employment, postsecondary 

education and training, and independent or community living.  Other topics that are also included are 

healthcare, recreation and leisure, self-determination, and financial supports and services.  The website 

also has links to other Pennsylvania agencies and offices and departments that can support secondary 

transition for students with disabilities.  This is another screenshot.  We're only going live to the website in 

a couple of minutes here.  In the -- when you click it on -- when you click on Pennsylvania Office of 

Vocational Rehab under employment you would -- you would come to the Pennsylvania Office of 

Vocational Rehab.  There, you -- there are several resources that you could tap.  And this is what you 

would find on tapping that particular dreams on important realities, an OVR.  If you remember the Tri-

State Transition Slide Guide which is still available and developed -- it was developed about a couple of 

years ago, the slide guide was developed as a joint effort between the state education departments of 

Delaware, Virginia, and Pennsylvania was under a grant supported by the Office of Special Education 

and Rehab Services.  This guide identify -- identified those transition services activities and suggestions 

and other things to consider for each age group from age 10 to age 21 in 2-year increments.  The age 

band content is incorporated into the employment, independent living, self-determination, and 

postsecondary education and training categories on the homepage which we will be reviewing in just a 

while.  On the homepage if you would hit employment and then hit -- and click on PYLN Secondary 

Transition Toolkit, you would go right to that document.  So now also, it's important to know that on the 

homepages, the resources there in English and Spanish, and we will go to that in a second.  The English 

version are available in Spanish version of the 21 core documents is also available for viewing.  There's 

also an index I mentioned previously, an important feature of the homepage.  When you click on the index 

a topical list appears to guide the user to one of the core documents where the topic can be found.  I am 

now going to take you to the website live to navigate through some of the major features.  Unlike any 



other website, the best way to learn of each utility is to navigate and play through the site on your own.  

The site is very intuitive and easy to navigate.  As you can see, the homepage have several topics, 

agencies and support, community living, employment, financial supports and services, health, 

postsecondary education and training, recreation and leisure, school, and self-determination.  I want -- 

before we delve in deeper I'd like to just emphasize these two items right under the welcome paragraph.  

The first one is hot topics and upcoming events in secondary transition.  When you click on that you'll get 

the latest events in secondary transition.  And when you click on Pennsylvania local transition 

coordinating councils, right now we have four sites up.  There are a total of 70 local transition coordinating 

councils and we -- operating across Pennsylvania, and in a very short period of time we hope to have as 

many of those up as possible would be aware of those, too.  So if you scroll down and you look at 

agencies and support, and click on learn more you will see State Agency Contacts Information, 

Pennsylvania Resources By County.  And I'm going to go back to these two items but before I do that I 

just want to scroll down and show you that under agencies and supports there are various resources 

available under that topic.  Okay?  So if we go back to the top and click State Agency Contacts 

Information you will see the Department of Health and their various offices as well as Department of 

Labor and Industry, their varying offices, Department of Public Welfare, Department of Drug and Alcohol 

Programs, and the Juvenile Court Judges Commission.  So I'm just going back now.  Now if you look -- 

and if you click on the Pennsylvania Resources By County, right now we only have three counties on the 

website, but we are -- we're populating them almost on a daily basis.  If you click on Allegheny County 

you'll see a tremendous family resource guide.  It has early intervention, medical insurance and public 

benefit information, medical care, educational support which has subcategories, special education, school 

districts, educational rights, et cetera, family support area, and transition to adulthood.  I just wanted to 

show you such a tremendous resource here in Allegheny County.  So I'm just going back again.  And if 

we go back to home, the homepage again, and you want to know, let's say, a little bit more about 

employment, so you click on learn more under employment and again you get varying offices in this 

Department of Pennsylvania as well as the US, United States.  Again, let me remind you that also as part 

of employment there is those two-year increments taken from our slide guide that I've mentioned earlier 

and shares skills and strategies that a 10 or 12-year-old students should think about relative to transition.  

And then when you scroll down you'll get those two-year age increments, two to fourteen, fourteen to 

fifteen, et cetera.  Okay.  And at the bottom of that page on employment, again, you will see various 

resources under the employment heading.  So if we go back to home again and let's say we wanted to 

learn a little more about self-determination which is a very important subject, click on learn more and you 

will get Pennsylvania Youth Leadership Network, Pennsylvania Community of Practice on Secondary 

Transition, I'm Determined-Self-Determination Project which -- I just want to show you briefly.  This is out 

of the State of Virginia.  It's an excellent source on self-determination, so don't hesitate to go into another 

state site.  So going back to the homepage again, just at the top, just be aware that we do have resources 

in English and Spanish.  Now on the Spanish version, our core documents listed in Spanish as you can 



see and the English version would be under those agencies and supports and employment as major 

topics.  And it's an addition to the 21 core document, there's -- would be populating with several other 

resources.  Also, I just wanted to show you the index which is a handy way of locating particular subjects 

if you're not really sure what you're looking for.  It's set up just like a -- an index of a book and in scrolling 

down you can see those various topics and all those resources listed under a particular topic.  Also know 

that if you right click on Facebook you'll be able to open that link and as well as Twitter and Google.  And 

just lastly, I wanted to show you the index or the search feature.  If we would type in self-determination, 

and hit enter, you would get --y you know, we found five results for self-determination.  Again, it show -- it 

points you to that Virginia Department of Education site that we visited earlier, but you can search for 

various topics associated with secondary transition.  If you have any questions or need further clarification 

please contact David Berquist or Michael Stoehr.  Our contact information is displayed on the slide.  This 

concludes the webinar, and thank you for your attendance.  And remember that it has been recorded for 

future viewing.  Good luck as you travel the road to secondary transition. 


