
 

 

NARRATOR: The Pennsylvania Department of Education, the Bureau of Special Education, the 

Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network in collaboration with Kutztown University of 

Pennsylvania presents Exploring Careers in the Field of Visual Impairment.  Have you ever wondered 

how a person who is blind or visually impaired learns how to read and write?  Have you ever wondered 

how someone who is unable to see travels from place to place?  Please join us as we explore the 

exciting, challenging and rewarding world of teaching and working with students who are blind or visually 

impaired.  Laura is a typical high school student who is going out with her friends.  Laura is also blind.  

She is very successful and independent largely due to excellent support from her family, friends, 

classroom teachers and especially from her teacher of students with visual impairments. 

TEACHER: Laura. 

LAURA: Hi. 

NARRATOR: And her orientation and mobility specialist more commonly referred to as TVIs and O&M 

specialist. 

LAURA: My name is Laura.  I'm 17.  I'm a junior here at Parkland.  In my free time, I basically -- I'm 

involved extensively with the music program here.  I'm in the jazz band as well as the concert band and 

the general chorus and the chorale which is a group of select singers.  I also decided to do the musical 

this year so that's just started.  I also play piano, I've done that for 11 years and I'm in the church choir as 

well so musical activities pretty much take up most of my time.  And in my other free time, I just like to, 

you know, hang out with friends and I just got my own laptop so I'm discovering that whole worlds of the 

internet. 

NARRATOR: Laura's success did not happen by accident.  Even as a young child, Laura received 

instruction from a TVI and an O&M specialist in her home.  A TVI may visit the home to work with a very 

young child with a visual impairment and the family.  Here is Dray being met by Kennedy, her mother and 

the rest of her family. 

DRAY: Here, take my hand. 

NARRATOR: Here we see Dray working with Kennedy on a white box, a device that increases contrast 

by providing extra background light.  Notice how she invites Kennedy's mom to join them. 

DRAY: Mommy, you can come and play with us. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: Okay. 

DRAY: Would you like to put some pegs in the pegboard with Kennedy? 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: Kennedy, you're putting the pegs in? 

DRAY: She's doing a good job. 



 

 

NARRATOR: One of the primary roles of a TVI in early intervention is to consult with the family in their 

home and to provide them with information and suggestions for interacting with their child. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: No, I do. 

DRAY: Okay. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: Yeah, we outlined it with the magic marker. 

DRAY: Good. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: Around the little elephant. 

DRAY: Oh. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: And she took the elephant and she, you know, put it in the… 

DRAY: So -- oh, that's great.  So before she was having problem -- problems getting the puzzle piece in 

and this -- it made it stand out more.  With our intervention plan, our -- one of our main goals was to get 

appropriate glasses for Kennedy. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: Uh-hmm. 

DRAY: Have you made the appointment yet?  Okay.  Good job. 

NARRATOR: The positive impact of a TVI in early intervention, working with the family is evident as we 

listen to Kennedy's mom. 

DRAY: We'll do something… 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: She first came when Kennedy was three months -- three months old.  Yup, she's 

been around for a long time.  She was giving us resources as far as Stuart, that's another eye institute 

where they can give her glasses.  Noah is another one. 

DRAY: Two, yellow. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: And sometimes they have play groups and workshops where the parents can 

come together and meet the, you know, the other parents and the other children and, you know, we can 

interact with them and find out their experiences with their children and things like that. 

DRAYA: Good job.  Yellow. 

KENNEDY'S MOTHER: Do you want an orange?  Say orange, please.  I feel a little bit more confident as 

opposed to a parent who has no knowledge of what their kids -- what their obstacles are.  I know my kid's 

obstacles now because of certain pointers she is giving me and suggestions and just how to work better 

with her. 

TEACHER: The money on the bus goes ching, ching, ching… 



 

 

NARRATOR: When children with visual impairments enter a preschool program, just like typical children 

in preschool, they learn how to play, be part of a group and begin to learn how to use all of their senses 

and abilities.  Vision is the primary learning modality for gathering information.  Young children who are 

blind or visually impaired may be unable to use visual limitation or modeling and may need more direct 

instruction and many concrete firsthand experiences.  The preschool TVI provides opportunities for visual, 

tactual and auditory learning.  There is also an emphasis on developing early literacy skills in order to 

build a strong academic foundation. 

TEACHER: Yup, you found it.  Well, listen while I read this poem to you.  We're going to the airport.  It's 

such a busy place.  I like to watch the runway. 

TEACHER: Why don't you wind your paper in? 

NARRATOR: As a TVI, you may also provide instruction using specialized equipment such as a Braille 

writer. 

TEACHER: Okay.  Good. 

NARRATOR: Or a closed circuit television system that enlarges print. 

TEACHER: Okay.  What does this word say? 

STUDENT: Cookies for Sister. 

TEACHER: Good.  Cookies for Sister. 

NARRATOR: The orientation and mobility or O&M specialist teaches Adam how to use his cane in order 

to travel safely and efficiently in his environment. 

TEACHER: Stays in front, slides out. 

TEACHER: Well, today, Adam, what we're going to do… 

NARRATOR: You may also be instructing students who need to read and write using Braille, a system of 

raised dots that enable a child who is blind or visually impaired to tactually read.  Adam has been 

receiving Braille instruction for only a year and a half. 

ADAM: Sniff is a good guide dog. 

TEACHER: Could you show me before we get started where the ones column is on this abacus? 

NARRATOR: You may also use tools such as an abacus for Mathematics. 

TEACHER: Could you set a five for me this time, Adam? 

ADAM: Yeah. 

TEACHER: Okay.  And tell me what you did. 



 

 

ADAM: A -- I just pulled the one thing five down to kind… 

TEACHER: Okay.  Ivan, we're going to do a little bit of money today, okay? 

IVAN: Yes, we are, right. 

TEACHER: All right… 

NARRATOR: Although academic support continues in the middle school years, the TVI may also instruct 

students on how to use accommodations and adaptations for independent living such as effectively and 

accurately handling paper money. 

TEACHER: Here's a five dollar bill.  Now, if you were to -- if -- with the five dollar bill, how do we fold it?  

In half.  Good.  We just fold it once in half. 

TEACHER: Hey, Laura. 

LAURA: Hi. 

NARRATOR: As a TVI, you will play an integral part in the instruction of technology for students who are 

blind or visually impaired.  Although Laura received instruction in the use of computers with the rest of her 

class, the TVI was responsible for teaching her how to use adaptive technology such as a laptop 

computer with Braille input and Braille and speech output, and how to print in Braille and imprint so that 

she is able to turn in her homework with everyone else. 

TEACHER: Places. 

NARRATOR: In addition, Laura was taught how to use a computer using speech access and refreshable 

Braille in order to complete research papers utilizing the internet. 

COMPUTER: O-D [inaudible] O, enter, www.google.com.  Welcome to the [inaudible] 

NARRATOR: You have watched TVIs in the home and schools.  It is through their efforts that Laura, who 

you met with her friends in the beginning of this video, is able to function as an independent high school 

student planning for college.  As a TVI or O&M specialist, you will help develop that self-confidence in 

your students so that they may participate in creation and leisure activities enjoyed by everyone. 

[MUSIC] 

NARRATOR: Using the unique skills you have learned as a TVI or an O&M specialist, you will experience 

the rewards of seeing a student develop into an independent young adult with a future as bright as 

Laura's. 

DRAY: Yellow, those yellow. 

NARRATOR: We hope you have enjoyed exploring the exciting and varied opportunities in the field of 

educating students with visual impairments.  There's a growing critical need for more TVIs and O&M 



 

 

specialists.  The need is not just limited to Pennsylvania.  It is a national crisis.  In Pennsylvania, we are 

fortunate to have three institutions of higher learning that train TVIs.  They are Kutztown University, 

Pennsylvania College of Optometry or PCO and the University of Pittsburgh or Pitt.  In addition, there are 

two programs that train O&M specialists, PCO and Pitt.  For additional information on these programs 

including the on-campus and distance learning opportunities, please refer to the accompanying 

brochures.  If you are more interested in working with adults, there are additional career opportunities in 

the field of visual impairment.  A low vision specialist works with all ages and abilities, teaching individuals 

independent skills using their residual vision.  A rehabilitation specialist teaches people with all degrees of 

vision loss how to function in their environment and regain independence. 

[MUSIC] 

TEACHER: How many? 

NARRATOR: Thank you for spending a few minutes with us and we hope that you consider pursuing one 

of the most rewarding, challenging and gratifying careers around working with individuals who are blind or 

visually impaired.  Included on this CD is a special section that features interviews of the participating 

TVIs and O&M specialists relating their personal experiences.  Please exit the recruitment video portion 

of this CD and choose TVI and O&M interviews to view these interviews.  Many people and organizations 

contributed to the creation of this video.  Special thanks to Discovery Cove footage provided courtesy of 

Sea World, Incorporated, Bangor Area School District, Colonial Intermediate Unit 20, Hazleton Area 

School District, Overbrook School for the Blind, TEAMS Early Intervention Program, Capitol Area 

Intermediate Unit 15, Carbon-Lehigh Intermediate Unit 21, Parkland School District, Footage from Blind 

Etiquette MedstarSource Story. 


