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How does the type and nature of a text impact how you
read and discuss that particular text?

In a warm and sultry forest far, far away, there
once lived a mother fruit bat and her new
baby.
Oh, how Mother bat loved her soft tiny baby.
“I’ll name you Stellaluna,” she crooned.
Each night, Mother Bat would carry Stellaluna
clutched to her breast as she flew out to
search for food.
One night, as Mother Bat followed the heavy
scent of ripe fruit, an owl spied her: On
silent wings the powerful bird swooped
down upon the bats.
Dodging and shrieking,
shrieking Mother Bat tried to
escape, but the owl struck again and again,
knowing Stellaluna into the air: Her baby
wings were as limp and useless as wet
paper:
Down down she went
Down,
went, faster and faster; into
the forest below. . .
(Cannon, J. 1993. Stellaluna. San Diego: Harcourt.)

Bats dive, swoop and swerve through the dark
night sky. These creatures are nocturnal,
meaning they are awake at night and sleep
d
during
the
h d
day. Most people
l have
h
never
seen a bat. . .
Bats are mammals, as are dogs, cats, and
humans. All mammals are warm‐blooded
animals, and their bodies are born alive
instead of being hatched from eggs. Bats
are the only mammals that can fly.
Bats have been around for a long time. The
oldest bat fossil found is about 50 million
yyears old. These p
prehistoric bats looked a
lot like today’s bats.
All bats have the same basic characteristics,
including large wings, small bodies, and
light‐weight bones.
Bats’ wings are different from the wings of
Bats
insects or birds. . .

(Gibbons, G. 1999. Bats. New York: Holiday House.)
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TEXT STRUCTURE FRAMEWORK
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(Santoro, 2013)
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I liked
/ didn’t
didn t like
___________________________________
because____________________________
__________________________________.
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Story Elements Think-Sheet
Setting – where and when the story took place.

Main Character – the person or person whom the problem/conflict revolves
around.
d

Character Clues – appearance
appearance, actions
actions, dialogue
dialogue, comments of others
others, thoughts
thoughts.

Problems/Conflicts –

Attempts – how the characters try to solve the problem.

Resolution – how the problem gets solved or does not get solved.
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Characters:

Setting:

Goal/Problem/Conflict:
/
/

M j Events:
Major
E
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
Ending/Resolution:

Theme:
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What is the main character like at the
beginning of the story?

What is the main character like at the
end of the story? How has he or she
changed?

Crisis
Given this character change, what do you think the author wanted you to learn?
__________________________________________________________________
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K‐W‐L
What You
Think You
Know

What You
Want to
Know

What You
Learned

(Olson & Gee, 1991).
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Main Idea Chart
Paragraph/
Section/Page

Main Idea

Details
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Topic

What were the
problems?
bl
?

What changes caused the
problems?
bl
?

How were the problems
solved?
l d?
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Informational Text: Focus Questions
Living Things
 Animals
-What types of animals are ________?
-What do they look like?
-What do they eat?
-Where do they live?
-How do they survive?
-What are their challenges? (What
threatens their survival?)
-What is unusual or interesting about them?
-How are they useful or important?

Nonliving Objects
Rocks
Furniture
Clothing
-What is it?
-What do it look like, feel like, smell like?
-Where is it found?
-How is it made?
-Are there different types?
-What is unusual or interesting about it?
-How is it useful or important?

People
Martin Luther King, Jr.
George Washington
Abraham Lincoln
-Who was he/she?
-Why is he/she famous? What were his/her
accomplishments?
-When did he/she live?
-Were there any unusual or interesting
things about him/her?

Holidays
Presidents’ Day
Valentine’s Day
Columbus Day
Veterans Day
-What is it?
-Why do we celebrate it?
-How do we celebrate it?
-What are the customs and traditions?
-Why is it important?
-When was it first celebrated?

Events
Places
Historical Events –e.g., The Stamp Act, Home, School, Town, Farm,
Boston Tea Party
Community, State, Region, Country,
Community Events –e.g., parade,
Continent, Ecosystem
circus, play/show
-Where is it located?
-When did this event occur?
-How long does it take together
-Where did it occur?
-What is the weather like?
-Why did it occur?
-What are the physical features? (e.g.,
-What happened?
What do the houses and buildings look
-How did it end?
like? Is it rural or urban?)
-Was there anything unusual or interesting
-What are the cultural (human) features?
that happened?
(e.g., What are the people like? What
-Why was it important?
language do the people speak? What food
-What did people learn from it?
do the people grow and eat?)
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Informational Text: Focus Questions
Groups/Organizations/Institutions
Community Groups – e.g., Boy Scouts,
Girl Scouts, sports teams Businesses
– Grocery Store, Bank
Government
Labor Unions
-What is its name?
-Where is it located?
-What is its organizational structure?
-Does it have a leader?
-How is its leader chosen?
-Does it have members?
-What makes its members similar?
-How are its members determined?
-What is its purpose?
-When did it first begin?
-Does it have a symbol or flag?
-How can people participate?

Problem Solving
Historical Events – e.g., Revolutionary
War, Civil Rights Movement, Great
Depression
Current Events – e.g., unemployment
Community Conflicts
Conflicts with Friends and Family
-What is the problem?
-What started the problem? Why did the
problem occur?
-What information is needed to solve the
problem?
-How does the problem affect people?
-Is there more than one way to solve the
problem? If so, what are the different ways?
-How can the problem be solved?

Theories/Concepts/Ideas
Money Management
Voluntarism
Eco-friendly
-What is it called?
-What is its big idea?
-Who uses it? Who does it?
-How is it used? How does it work?
-Why is it used?
-Why is it important?
-Who first thought of it?
-When was it first thought of?
-Are there other related theories/concepts?

Human Innovations
Inventions
Technology
Buildings and Structures
Navigation – e.g., globes/maps
-Why was it created?
-How was it created
-Why is it important?
-How is it used?

-Where is it used?
-What tools were used to create it?
-What are the parts?
-How do the parts work and fit together?

© 2012 by The Center on Teaching and Learning: Enhancing Core Reading Instruction (Project ECRI)
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Retell Log
Retell With
Date

Title

Self

Teacher Partner

Other

Modified from Linan‐Thompson, S. & Vaughn, S. (2007). Research‐based Methods of Reading Instruction for English
Language Learners. Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
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Scaffolding Retells
• Teacher/Peer Assistance
– Explicit instruction with “II Do – We Do – You Do.
Do ”
• MODEL!: retelling, how to give feedback, using key
vocabulary during the retell, etc.
• PRACTICE!

• Tasks
– Chunk the retell into parts (e.g., Day 1: Who, Where, and
When; Day 2: What, Why, Day 3: Complete Retell)
– Incorporate a feedback component
– Emphasize language and vocabulary use
– Discussion partners (begin with simple partner tasks: “Turn
Turn
to your partner and tell them what you think will happen
next in the story.”)
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Scaffolding Retells
• Materials
– Retell Organizer (prompt sheet for thinking about and doing
a spoken/signed retell)
– Retell Frame (prompt sheet for planning and writing retells)
– Pictures
– Sentence strips,
p sentence frames, etc.
– Word Wall with key vocabulary
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Sample Pacing Schedule

Sttory Text

Infformationaal Text

Lesson 1
PARTIAL RETELL
•Type of book
• Topic

PARTIAL RETELL
•Personal
Personal response
(Did you like the
story?) and why
• Teacher models a
complete story retell.

Lesson 2
PARTIAL RETELL
•What are the
characteristics of
mammals? What
makes a mammal a
mammal?

PARTIAL RETELL
•Type
Type of book
• Title
• Main character
• What happened
first

Lesson 3
PARTIAL RETELL
•What animals are
mammals?
• One interesting fact
about mammals?

PARTIAL RETELL
• What happened
next
• What happened
end
• Personal response

Lesson 4
COMPLETE RETELL
• Type of Book
• Topic
• What are the
characteristics of
mammals?
• What animals are
mammals?
• One
O iinteresting
t
ti fact
f t about
b t
mammals.

COMPLETE RETELL
• Type
yp of book
• Title
• Main character
• What – first
• What – next
• What – end
• Personal response
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