
JEANNE PARISI: Hi Vince I'm Jeanne Parisi from the Office of Developmental Programs.  The Office of 

Developmental Programs provides, supports for individuals with intellectual disabilities through the 

waivers and as well as support for base fundings through -- base funding through the counties and that 

includes residential supports, employment supports, supports coordination, a wide ray of supports so that 

individuals can live as independently in the community as they choose.  But I understand you have some 

questions for me today? 

VINCE HECKERT: Yes.  For a young person with a disability, what are some keys to success that youth 

and your agency would recommend? 

JEANNE PARISI: I would strongly suggest that people register with the county early in order to identify 

the resources that might be available to the missing adult and the resources that they might need to 

determine what their goals are or to achieve the goals.  I think it's important to dream and not limit 

yourself when you're young to keep your horizons as broad as you can and get as many experiences as 

you can in work the place, either volunteering part time jobs, summer jobs.  So that you can really get 

hands-on opportunity to learn what you like and what you don't like.  And to utilize the resources that are 

available not only with in ODP, but outside of ODP as well.  And that sometimes requires learning to be a 

good self advocate, so that you can access those services. 

VINCE HECKERT: With funding becoming tighter, what are some things that your agency is doing to 

maintain and or improve the services and supports you offer? 

JEANNE PARISI: Okay.  Even though funding is getting tighter in the last year ODP received funding for 

an initiative for new graduates coming out of a school.  So that -- I think we enrolled 465 people the last 

time I checked for this year's graduates into the waivers.  And we're hoping for similar funding next year, 

so that as individuals who are graduating at of school they can get services right away.  We also offer 

funding outside of the waivers through the counties for supports for employment for people that might not 

have any other funding and so we're hoping that we're going to be able to continue to do that over the 

next year. 

VINCE HECKERT: If you had a time machine, how does the future look for people with disabilities, what 

change do you see? 

JEANNE PARISI: I think they are already a lot of national trends happening that Pennsylvania is already 

moving along with.  Some of those include an increase focus on employment supports.  There's a lot 

more dialogue going on, not only in Pennsylvania but also nationally which makes it easier for us, 

hopefully to get resources to provide those supports and innovation in providing the supports.  I think 

there's also going to be a focus on more affordable housing opportunities so people can live 

independently and educational supports.  I also think we'll see more flexible supports for families as the 

future unfolds. 



VINCE HECKERT: Thank you. 

JEANNE PARISI: Well thank you for having me. 

VINCE HECKERT: You're welcome. 


