
ADAM ANTHONY: I'm Adam Anthony.  It's nice to meet you Secretary Wolf. 

MICHAEL WOLF: Adam, it's a pleasure to meet you as well.  And I'm the Secretary of Health and I've 

been the Secretary of Health for about a month now. 

ADAM ANTHONY: Okay.  So for a young person who has had chronic -- a health chronic health 

condition, what services does your agency recommend to provide? 

MICHAEL WOLF: I think from a service's standpoint we have the Department of Health offers along with 

the rest of the County of Pennsylvania offers several of different services that we are engaged in.  One of 

which is our Special Kids Network.  And Special Kids Network is a referral, it's a referral network.  So we 

can put people in touch with the appropriate resources that they can -- that can help find them and work 

with them through their individual situations with their special needs kids. 

ADAM ANTHONY: How does the future look for people with disabilities and health issues in 

Pennsylvania? 

MICHAEL WOLF: I think the future looks very bright for those people and sometimes I do wish I had the 

time with them, but I think the truth here there's a very bright future.  I think that the future is one that 

people will be judged by what they're able to do and what they're capable of doing.  There will be the 

appropriate level of medical care as well and that is one thing that we are looking very much forward to 

how do we continue some of the really good work that's being done with pediatricians and quite frankly 

how do we expand the idea of some of the work being done with pediatricians and their medical home 

model.  Those are important things for not only the Department Of Health, but the healthcare structure as 

a whole. 

ADAM ANTHONY: Going off with what you said about pediatricians, I've always believed that having a 

strong basis of child in medical care with a good pediatrician is crucial to helping in that transition off to 

college and away from your parents because you will have learned how to handle your own medical 

needs. 

MICHAEL WOLF: Yes, and one of the important things that the department is engaged in is the question 

around transition -- the medical transition from pediatrics to adult medicine.  The department has a 

number of resources available to special needs families also involving the transition into adulthood 

whether that would be education, independent living, or healthcare. 

ADAM ANTHONY: Okay.  It's my understanding that the department does offer a lots -- I have a good 

family friend from who actually works in the department as a councilor to help people transition into jobs 

in college and it sounds like they do a lot to help the individuals that come to them. 

MICHAEL WOLF: You're absolutely right.  Is it important to have that pediatrician.  It is important to have 

that medical home for someone as they're moving forward and it will help them through the entire process 

and it will help people to hopefully manage their own conditions and that is something that as kids move 



forward and as kids get older.  Those transitions are important and that idea of being able to hopefully 

self-manage and understanding the actions around self-management for everybody is important as well. 

ADAM ANTHONY: Okay.  I thank you for the time Secretary Wolf.  It was a pleasure talking with you and I 

hope that people will have increased their knowledge about the Special Kids Network and will be able to 

better utilize that resource in the future. 

MICHAEL WOLF: Adam, thanks very much for your time.  I really enjoyed our conversation and good luck 

in college. 

ADAM ANTHONY: Thanks. 


