
RACHEL REIMERT: I'm here with John Tommasini, The Director of the Bureau of Special Education.  I 

have one question for you.  This is my first question.  For young people with disabilities what keys to 

success can your agency and you -- and yourself give to these young people?  What recommendations 

do you have for them? 

JOHN TOMMASINI: I think it's important to start by thinking about not what my agency can do as a key 

for success but what a young person can do to be successful for themselves.  I mean we can train.  We 

can help folks to understand their disability.  We can help folks understand their strengths and their 

weaknesses but the real key to success is a young person taking responsibility for what they want to do 

after school and understanding their strengths, their weaknesses.  And thinking about what they want to 

do when they leave the support system that school provides them. 

RACHEL REIMERT: That is so important for the youth to be at the center of it and for the youth to really 

take ownership of it himself or herself because once we leave school we are kind of on our own and we 

need to make sure that we have those things misplaced. 

JOHN TOMMASINI: I think it's important for folks to understand, we can talk about young folks with 

disabilities but the reality is that for all young people it doesn't really matter whether they have a disability 

or not.  It's an issue that is across the board for everybody and so it's no different.  It's the same for all 

young folks. 

RACHEL REIMERT: With budgets becoming tighter in Pennsylvania and across the United States what 

can your agency and your -- this agency do to maintain what's going on now and what can it do in the 

future? 

JOHN TOMMASINI: We have a lot of good things going on in Pennsylvania with transition.  We need to 

maintain those whether it's the website or it's the -- it's the community of practice or it's the training in 

technical assistance that we provide.  All of the things that we have in place we need to continue to do 

because the key to be being successful is to have a zero drop out rate and a hundred percent graduation 

rate.  Website in my opinion is critical because everybody has a cell phone and a -- or a computer and is 

able to access the Internet.  So there's no better way at this point in time especially for young folks.  I 

know for older folks it's a little harder, but there's no better way than to be able to keep that website strong 

and make it very accessible and meaningful for young folks. 

RACHEL REIMERT: If you had a time machine and you could go into the future how would the culture 

and maybe just the whole outlook for people with disabilities.  What would -- what would it look like and 

what changes would you make maybe seeing the future, what would you make maybe now to come -- 

when you came back? 

JOHN TOMMASINI: I think that the one change that we need to continue to work on is to have -- the 

understanding that a building principle what I think is the single most important person inability is an 



educational leader for everyone in that building not just for general ed, not just for special ed but having 

the principle become the focal point and drive the education that takes place in that building for all 

children.  It's really where we need to go and I guess when you think about what changes do I see if we 

can continue to work on that change and to continue to have principles become that leader in that 

building.  We're going to go a long way in making a better educational environment for all students. 

RACHEL REIMERT: Thank you for taking your time at your busy schedule here at the Bureau of Special 

Education. 

JOHN TOMMASINI: Thank you Rachel for coming today.  I think it's very important to be able to share 

and have these kinds of conversations as we move forward in working for the youth in Pennsylvania. 


