
KRISTEN PARSONS: Hello. My name is Kristen Parsons, and I am the project coordinator of the Deaf-

Blind Initiative at PaTTAN. Today, I’m going to talk to you about making your child a calendar system, or 

a weekly calendar system. There are several types of calendar systems. You could have a daily schedule, 

which can also be an object schedule. You can have a weekly, you can have a monthly, a yearly, or even 

an anticipation system. 

 The one that we’re focusing on today is the weekly system. And this is most often used for 

children that are during the teacher’s circle time or morning meeting to learn about, discuss the days of 

the week. As you see, I have a cardboard background with felt, black felt. And then I have a single bead 

that would represent Monday, two for Tuesday, three for Wednesday, and so on until I get to Sunday. I 

have white rope that helps create a barrier so the child, if they’re touching the day of the week, that 

they know that that would be the next day if they move past that barrier. 

 The reason why we might use this system is because it’s very hard to teach our children 

something so abstract as days of the week. What I recommend when you’re making a weekly calendar 

system, that you think about the itinerant services that the child might receive. So say on Monday, the 

child might receive itinerant speech services. So you could also use a marker for the speech therapy 

services that they received, whatever marker the teacher has or represents, and glue that on here also. 

Some teachers braille the day of the week, so they could braille Monday at the bottom. 

 This is for the most basic learner. And so just the one bead is Monday. What you would need to 

do is have a conversation, either verbally or with sign language, and discuss that that is Monday. The 

routine would be that the child would come in to the classroom, open up their calendar system. And as I 

said, this could happen at circle time also. And you would have the discussion with your student that 

today is Monday. 

 At the end of the day, you would recap the routine by saying Monday is finished, and then have 

the child place the felt over the bead. When the child comes in on Tuesday, you would have the child 

open up the Tuesday flap and have a discussion about Tuesday. And this would progress through the 

days of the week. 

 This is a simple craft project that is pretty much very cheap to make. I actually was able to get 

this cardboard at a fabric store. They throw them out typically at the end of the day. It is the bolt that 

holds the fabric on that they sell. And it is very easy for us to make our calendar system out of this 

material. 



 So for this student, I’m going to do black felt material. However, depending upon what your 

child can see, you might want to use red, you might want to use yellow. You never want to use a busy 

background. Most of the children that we work with do have some vision, and something with a very 

busy background is too visually cluttered for the child, so it would never be good to do any sort of 

material that has any background in it. So you just want something very, very plain and simple. 

 So you would use your hot glue gun to glue it onto the cardboard. And then what I use, I’ve seen 

people use different foam shapes for the days, and that is fine too. But I just use beads that you can also 

get at the craft store to represent the days of the week. So that would be one for Monday. You can also 

use cord or some big, puffy ribbon. I’ve seen fabric paint used to be the border. Or every teacher has the 

pipe cleaner that can also be used. 

 So you would just hot glue that down and then progress through the days of the week until you 

ended up with seven beads. And then you would just cut along the line of the pipe cleaner so there’s an 

opening for the border. And that’s how you would make a weekly calendar. 

 If you have any questions about calendar systems, please feel free to contact me at 

kparsons@pattan.net. More information about calendar systems is also available on the PaTTAN 

website. Thank you. 


