
PATTI MCGOWAN: Project SPARKLE is a unique training program that is designed specifically for families 

of children and youth who are deaf-blind. It is a learning program for parents who have children with 

combined vision and learning loss. This training program may be delivered to a family in a few different 

ways. Project SPARKLE may be used for families in their own homes, which allows family participants to 

use this information and training whenever it is convenient, and at the pacing that works well 

individually. The PaTTAN Pennsylvania Deaf-Blind Initiative will also offer group training of Project 

SPARKLE, where we meet via conference calls on a monthly basis to support participants as they work 

through the training program. Also, the PaTTAN Pennsylvania Deaf-Blind Initiative will offer a Project 

SPARKLE boot camp. That will be a one-day training of the Project SPARKLE material. The Pennsylvania 

Deaf-Blind Initiative will financially sponsor a family member with their commitment to complete the 

Project SPARKLE material. 

This training program, the material, the parent networking, and other resources will make a 

difference for a family and their child with deaf-blindness. The application of this material will better 

address their child’s developmental and educational needs. Areas of study will include deaf-blindness: 

what is it? Does it really describe my child? How can we compensate for my child’s vision and hearing 

loss? Vision: how vision works, vision problems, vision professionals, impact of combined vision and 

hearing loss, vision loss adaptations and devices. Hearing: how that works, hearing problems, hearing 

professionals, hearing testing, hearing loss adaptations and devices. Touch: the importance of touch, 

early experiences with touch, tactile sensitivity, using touch as the basics for communication. Concept 

development: concepts are the ideas that help us understand the why and the meaning of things. How 

are kids learn? Intervention: a critical issue to be addressed when considering appropriate intervention 

is to look at the environment as a whole. 

In addition to this instruction, the child profile [inaudible], which is a portable medical record 

and information, will be introduced with examples. A flash drive with a PDF file will be distributed to 

participants, and a follow-up distance learning session will support the completion of this activity. 

Additional components are on the SPARKLE website: a family room where parents can access an 

involving collection of families’ stories for inspiration and support. It also had a section entitled Our Kids 

that highlights individual children and celebrates their abilities, a unique video library where parents can 

watch presentations by professionals and deaf-blindness from their home computers, a glossary of 

terms, and a resource section containing links to related websites. 

Project SPARKLE also provides a listserv where parents can interact with each other to share 

ideas, information, and encouragement. The listserv has deaf-blind topics for ongoing discussion. Each 



participating state has a state facilitator who can provide guidance, support, and resources to families as 

appropriate. The state facilitators for Pennsylvania are myself, Patti McGowan, at 

pmcgowan@pattan.net or 724-864-2553, and/or Molly Black at mblack@pattan.net at 724-863-1283. 

Thank you. 


