
MOLLY BLACK: The Pennsylvania Deaf-Blind Initiative’s Family Learning Conference brings together the 

largest number of families in any one learning setting in the training year at this event. The annual 

conference gives families the opportunity to network with other families and professionals. In addition, 

it provides the opportunity for families to be educationally trained, receive and share local, state, and 

national resources, to learn from PaTTAN consultants and knowledgeable speakers in the area of deaf-

blindness, and opportunities to associate with state and national figures in the field of deaf-blindness. 

The impact of this annual conference results in continued interest in the Initiative’s other trainings, such 

as our regional days, our Project Sparkle, or PaTTAN CourseWhere trainings. Positive outcomes from 

these trainings result in better-informed and empowered family members collaborating fully with their 

child’s school team. 

The annual Deaf-Blind Family Conference is typically held one weekend in June. The 

Pennsylvania Deaf-Blind Initiative sponsors families with children who have both a hearing and a vision 

loss, or deaf-blindness. Families in Pennsylvania are eligible to attend if their child ages birth to 21 years 

of age has a combined loss of hearing and vision and is eligible for the deaf-blind census. The annual 

Family Learning Conference includes activities and learning opportunities for parents and guardians, 

children with deaf-blindness, and their siblings. Children’s activities are provided at the same time as the 

adult sessions to allow uninterrupted learning time for the families.  

During the sessions for adults, the parents and guardians will be involved in interactive learning 

sessions regarding the impact of deaf-blindness on their child and families, such as transition, supports, 

services, and resources. During the sessions for children and youth, opportunities will be available for all 

of the children to participate in supervised activities. Families are encouraged to bring a medical care 

provider such as a nurse or a childcare provider such as the para-educator from the child’s classroom. 

They will accompany the child during the children’s activities. Otherwise, a trained childcare staff person 

would be assigned to the child or youth. 

Lodging, group meals, and conference activities for families are funded by the Pennsylvania 

Deaf-Blind Initiative, and family members who are sponsored include parents and guardians, the child 

who is deaf-blind, and the child’s brothers and sisters. For further information regarding the annual 

Family Learning Conference, please contact myself, Molly Black, at mblack@pattan.net or Patti 

McGowan at pmcgowan@pattan.net. 


