
DEB FULTON: Welcome to our webinar: What Every Educator Should Know about the PA Common Core 

English Language Arts Standards. I’m Deb Fulton, and I’ll be supporting my colleague, Pam Kastner, as 

she shares with you today.  

To begin, you should have received an email a short time ago regarding a follow-up survey. You 

will need to take this survey in order to receive the Act 48 hours. Please don’t attempt to take the 

survey during the webinar, as you will need a verification code to access the survey. And that 

verification code will be shared with you at the conclusion of this webinar. 

 In addition, if you have any questions during the webinar, please place them in the questions 

area. We’ll answer them as we can during the webinar, and/or after the webinar. Please don’t place 

anything personal or confidential in that area or the chat box. We’ll group the questions and answers, 

and add them to the website linked to this training. 

 Our mission is to support the efforts and initiatives of the Bureau of Special Education, and to 

build the capacity of local educational agencies to serve students who receive special education services. 

And our goal is for each child -- and ensure that IEP teams begin with the general education setting, with 

the use of supplementary aids and services before considering a more restrictive environment.  

 This webinar is the first of the three in the elementary webinar series. Webinar two will provide 

curriculum connections to the PA common core for lesson planning, and will be held on February 20th, 

2013. Webinar three will focus on translating the PA common core standards to practice in real 

classrooms, and that’s held on May 1st, 2013. 

 This particular webinar focuses on the basics: What Every Educator Should Know about the PA 

Common Core English Language Arts Standards. In addition, the secondary webinar series, Teaching PA 

Common Core and the Keystone Literature Content for Secondary Special Educators, the first one 

occurred. The next one is January 30th, and that’s followed by March 27th. Both series focus on 

supporting special educators as you support students. 

Let’s begin by reviewing the handouts and resources aligned with this webinar that were sent to 

you in an earlier email. You can also find the link for those handouts in the chat box right now. First, I’d 

like to provide some detail and context for the advanced graphic organizer you see now. This is also a 

handout. The graphic organizer here provides you with an overview of the key areas of focus today.  

This webinar will provide you with information about the development of the common core 

state standards at the national level. Then we’ll move to how the common core state standards are 



reflected in their alignment to the PA common core state standards. And next, we’ll look at six key 

instructional shifts of the standards. And finally, we will learn about five key instructional practices to 

engage in with your students as we move to more consistent, clear, and rigorous standards. 

In addition, the note taking guide that was emailed to you will be used to actively engage your 

thinking at distinct points during this webinar. Please grab that now. 

PAM KASTNER: Good afternoon. This is Pam Kastner. I’m happy to be joining you today. You will notice 

the highlighted area on this graphic organizer, indicating that our first focus will be on the national 

movement and development of common core state standards. 

 In addition, on this slide, you will notice an icon to the left that shows a handout. This handout 

icon you will see on slides throughout this training. It indicates that we will be using our note taking 

guide to take notes from the information on this slide and the next slide as well. I will give you a 

moment to access that note taking guide now. 

 Okay, so let’s take a moment to look at the note taking guide. You’ll notice that the note taking 

guide has four columns. Column one indicates the particular area of focus. Column two looks to the key 

points of that focus area. And in this area, there will be activities for you to engage in. Column three is 

an area for you to write down any key points you feel are pertinent. And column four is a place to note 

any questions you may still have. 

 You will notice that our first focus area provides us with background information about the 

history of the common core state standards. We will do this by reviewing some content about the 

common core state standards, and next by viewing a short video. Let’s begin by building some shared 

background knowledge. You may take notes, and please refer to your note taking guide to do so. 

 The common core state standards initiative is a state-led effort to establish a shared set of clear 

educational standards for English language arts and mathematics that states can voluntarily adopt. The 

standards have been informed by the best available evidence and the highest state standards across the 

country and the globe.  

They’re designed by a diverse group of teachers, experts, parents, and school administrators. 

These standards are designed to ensure that students graduating from high school are prepared to go to 

college or enter the workforce, and that parents, teachers, and students have a clear understanding of 

what is expected of them. The standards are benchmarked to international standards to guarantee that 

our students are competitive in the emerging global marketplace. 



 On this slide, you see a web link. This link will take you to a brief video that will provide you with 

some additional information about the common core state standards. We’ve also included the link in 

the chat box for you to copy into your browser. Please note the handout icon as well, and take out your 

note taking guide. Watch and listen closely as you see there are blanks in the statements in column two, 

the key points area of your note taking guide. By watching and listening closely to the video, you will be 

able to complete the sentences.  

Since the video is just shy of three minutes, we will give you five minutes for this activity, and 

then we’ll continue with the webinar. We will review the answers in five minutes. Please go to the link 

to view the video now, and take notes on your note taking guide. Remember to return to the webinar in 

five minutes. We’ll see you in five. 

Okay, so let’s look to your note taking guide to ensure that we all have the same complete 

sentences in relation to the common core standards after our brief introduction to those. So let’s look to 

the key points in this area. States voluntarily adopt the common core state standards, so the word 

voluntarily would go into that statement. These standards are benchmarked to ensure standards which 

guarantee that our students are competitive in the emerging global marketplace. The standards are 

designed to prepare students for college and the workforce. 

Now that we have learned and shared some background knowledge to build upon, let’s take a 

look at how the standards are reflected and aligned to the Pennsylvania common core standards for 

English language arts for reading and history, social studies, science, and technological subjects. 

The following information about the common core standards that we will be sharing with you is 

part of a module developed to provide an overview of the new Pennsylvania common core standards. 

This slide speaks to the evolution of standards in Pennsylvania through the years. In Pennsylvania, we 

have been using and refining standards in education since the 1990s. This progression builds on all the 

lessons we have learned over the last two decades.  

The reason the new Pennsylvania administration made the decision to develop a Pennsylvania 

common core instead of simply using the common core state standards is the desire to make the 

common core standards our own standards, and to reframe them in the style, in the format of the 

Pennsylvania standards. We wanted the standards to have the flavor, feel, and style of the Pennsylvania 

standards. 



The rationale for the need for a set of common core state standards are enumerated on this 

slide and the next slide. We need common standards to ensure that all students, no matter where they 

live, are prepared for success and post-secondary education and the workforce. Common standards will 

help ensure that students are receiving a high quality education consistently from school to school, and 

state to state. Common standards will provide a greater opportunity to share experiences and best 

practices within and across states that will improve our ability to best serve the needs of students. 

Now we will focus on three essential questions related to the unpacking of the Pennsylvania 

common core state standards. First, how do the Pennsylvania common core standards relate to the 

existing Pennsylvania standards and the common core state standards? Next, we’re going to look at 

rigor. What is rigor in the classroom, and how does this relate to the Webb’s depth of knowledge? And 

finally, what are the instructional implications of the shift to the Pennsylvania common core standards? 

The Pennsylvania common core standards for English language arts describe what students 

should know and be able to do with the English language pre-kindergarten through grade 12. The 

standards provide the targets for instruction and student learning essential for success in all academic 

areas, not just language arts classrooms. Although the standards are not a curriculum or a prescribed 

series of activities, school entities will use them to develop a local school curriculum that will meet local 

students’ needs. 

Now let’s look to see how you may access the standards on the Pennsylvania standards-aligned 

system website. We’ll begin by going to the web address that you see on this slide, www.pdesas.org. 

And these instructions are also included on your handout. Once we go to the website, we’ll click on 

Standards you see on the top ribbon of this page. Then we will click on the Common Core link, again on 

the top ribbon. 

Now when we do so, once you select the standards in this link, you will receive a PDF to the 

standards, and it will be available. As an example, we’ve shown you the pre-K to grade five standards on 

this slide. The web address to the standards aligned system, to SAS portal, and the steps to access the 

standards are detailed on your note taking guide for future reference, if needed. 

Please take note of the handout icon on this slide, and refer to your note taking guide. Please 

take notes on the information shared on this slide and the next two slides in relation to the area 

indicating Pennsylvania common core standards. 



The graphic on this slide depicts the design of the common core state standards for English 

language arts and literacy in history, social studies, science, and technical subjects. The college and 

career readiness anchor standards provide an overarching structure for the common core state 

standards, and define general, cross-disciplinary literacy expectations that must be met for students to 

be prepared to enter college and workforce training programs ready to succeed. They are consistent 

across all grades and content areas. 

The standards are organized around four strands: reading, writing, speaking and listening, and 

language strands. Please note this information about the four strands on your note taking guide. As you 

can see, the handout icon on this slide is there as well. You will want to refer to your note taking guide 

for this slide and the next slide in this section regarding the Pennsylvania common core to take some 

notes related to the next two slides. I will give you a moment to access that. 

So now let’s look more closely at the Pennsylvania common core standards for English language 

arts and literacy. We’ll begin with the foundational skills. These standards are directed toward fostering 

students’ understanding and working knowledge of concepts of print, the alphabetic principle, and other 

basic conventions of the English writing system. These foundational skills are not an end of themselves. 

Rather, they are necessary and important components of an effective, comprehensive reading program 

designed to develop proficient readers with the capacity to comprehend texts across a range of types 

and disciplines. 

While the standards focus on pre-K to grade five, where acquisition of these foundational skills 

are typical, it is important to note that it is possible to have students with reading difficulties who are 

not reading on grade level beyond fifth grade. If so, it is likely that these foundational skills have not 

been mastered. If so, you would look to these standards, regardless of the age or grade of the student, 

to guide your instruction to ensure mastery of these important foundational skills. Please take a 

moment now to complete the blank spaces of the sentences related to foundational skills on your note 

taking guide. 

Five standard categories are designed to provide pre-K to 12 continuum to reflect the demands 

of a college and career ready graduate. Standard one, as we’ve noted, is foundational skills that begin at 

pre-kindergarten and focus on early childhood, with some standards reflected through grade five. These 

foundational skills are a necessary and important component of an effective, comprehensive reading 

program designed to develop proficient readers with the capacity to comprehend texts both literary and 

informational across disciplines. 



Standard two, as you can see, is reading informational texts that enable students to read, 

understand, and respond to informational texts. Standard three is reading literature that enables 

students to read, understand, and respond to works of literature. Standard four is writing. Writing 

develops the skills of informational, argumentative, and narrative writing, as well as the ability to engage 

in evidence-based analysis of text and research. 

Standard five focuses on speaking and listening, focusing students on communication skills that 

enable critical listening and effective presentation of ideas. In addition, it is important to note that the 

standards for literacy, social studies, science, and technical subjects in grades six through 12 must be 

taught by teachers of every content area, not just teachers of English language arts. 

You’ll note at the bottom of this slide the appendix -- the appendices. The appendices of the 

common core are a rich and robust resource, and critical to fully implementing the common core into 

your practice. So let’s take a moment to review them.  

They are appendix A. Appendix A is the research behind the standards, and a glossary of terms. 

Appendix B is a -- are grade level text exemplars, illustrating complexity, quality, and range of reading 

appropriateness. Appendix C are annotated samples of student writing at various grades. Appendix D is 

literacy standards for history and social studies. And appendix E are the literacy standards for science 

and technical subjects. 

Please take a moment to note details about the first three appendices, appendices A, B, and C, 

and make some brief notes on your note taking guide about each. I’ll give you a moment to do so. 

Now let’s look at this numbering system of the Pennsylvania common core standards. Starting 

on the left, the capital C, capital C indicates Pennsylvania common core. Number one represents English 

language arts. The number two represents reading informational skills. As you can see, three relates to 

the grade level, the third grade level standard. And finally, A indicates that we are focusing on reading 

informational skills standard one. 

In addition, this graphic shows an example of third grade standards and eligible content. The 

assessment anchors can be downloaded in PDF at www.pdesas.org, where we visited before. Then you 

would click on Standards, as we showed you previously. But this time, on the top of the ribbon, select 

Download PDF. It is here that you may download the PSSA anchors, as well as the keystone anchors and 

the Pennsylvania common core standards. These are critical to implementing the Pennsylvania common 

core into your practice with your students. 



Now let’s focus on rigor. What is rigor in the classroom, and how does this relate to Webb’s 

depth of knowledge? Many of you are likely familiar with Bloom’s taxonomy in relation to increasing 

rigor in your classroom. Bloom’s taxonomy focuses on increasing the cognitive demand in relation to the 

verbs, or what students are asked to do.  

The common core state standards in the Pennsylvania common standards are based upon an 

increasing scale of cognitive demand as well. This scale of cognitive demand is called Webb’s depth of 

knowledge, which is based on the research of Norman Webb from the University of Wisconsin Center 

for Education Research, and the National Institute for Science Education. Webb’s depth of knowledge is 

not just about the verbs. It is a scale of cognitive demand, or thinking, to align standards with 

assessments. Webb’s depth of knowledge defines the ceiling, or highest depth of knowledge level, for 

each core content standard of the state assessment, and guides item development for the state 

assessments.  

Please take a moment to review the slide and the levels of Webb’s depth of knowledge, and to 

complete the final sentence on your note taking guide in relation to the Pennsylvania common core. 

We’ll give you a moment to do that. 

All right, before we move on to the next section, let’s review our note taking guide under the 

Pennsylvania common core English language arts for reading and history, social studies, science, and 

technological subjects. You’ll note that the first thing included in the key focus area, key points area is -- 

are the directions to access the standards. And then we have some areas to complete, so let’s review 

them. 

Foundational skills is a substandard of reading, and found within the pre-K to five section. They 

are a necessary component of an effective, comprehensive reading program designed to develop 

proficient readers. The standards for literacy and history, social studies, science, and technical subjects 

grades six to 12 must be taught by teachers of every content area. 

Appendix A provides research supporting key elements of the English language arts standards, 

and a complete discussion of the topic of text complexity. Appendix B provides text exemplars 

illustrating complexity, quality, and range of reading appropriateness. Appendix C is annotative 

examples of student writing at various grades. 



There are four sub-strands, and you may have listed them: reading, writing, listening and 

speaking, and language. And Webb’s depth of knowledge is not just about the verbs. Those are the 

answers you should have on your note taking guide. 

Now let’s move to essential questions three. What are the instructional implications of the shift 

to the Pennsylvania common core standards? You’ll see this highlighted on our graphic organizer. There 

are six fundamental shifts implicated as we move to the Pennsylvania common core standards. You’ll 

want to take out your note taking guide to take some notes on these six shifts. 

Shift one is a shifting of pre-K to five to balancing informational and literary texts. Shift one 

focuses on a shift which asks teachers to engage students in reading a true balance of informational and 

literary texts. Elementary school classrooms are therefore places where students across the world -- 

learn about the world through science, social studies, the arts, and literature through text. At least 50% 

of what students read should be informational texts, pre-K to five. 

Shift two, building knowledge in the disciplines. Shift two focuses on engaging teachers as a 

system in developing literate students, engaging content area teachers outside of the English language 

arts classroom to emphasize literacy experiences in their planning and instruction. Students learn 

through domain-specific texts in science and social studies classrooms. Rather than referring to the text, 

they are expected to learn them from what they read. 

Shift three, a staircase of complexity. Staircases of complexity are in order to prepare students 

for the complexity level of college and career ready texts. Each grade level requires a step of growth on 

the staircase. Students read the central grade-appropriate text around which instruction is centered. 

More time and space in the curriculum for close and careful reading will be necessary, and teachers will 

need to provide appropriate and necessary scaffolding and supports so that it’s possible for students 

reading below grade level to meet the demands of increasingly complex texts. 

Shift four, text-based answers. Shift four focuses on their rich and rigorous conversations, which 

are dependent on a common text students will need to engage in consistently and pervasively. Teachers 

will need to insist that classroom experiences stay deeply connected to the text on the page, and that 

students develop habits for making evidentiary arguments both in conversation as well as in writing to 

assess comprehension of a text. 

Writing from sources is shift five. Shift five focuses on writing which will need to emphasize the 

use of evidence to inform or make an argument, rather that the personal narrative and other forms of 



decontextualized prompts. While narrative still has an important role, students develop skills through 

written arguments that they respond to the ideas, events, facts, and arguments presented in the text 

that they read. 

Shift six focuses on academic vocabulary. Students will need to be constantly building their 

vocabulary in order to access grade level, complex text by focusing strategically on comprehension of 

pivotal and commonly found words such as discourse, generation, theory, and principle, and less on 

esoteric terms such as onomatopoeia or homonym. Teachers will constantly build students’ ability to 

access more complex texts across the content areas. 

Please note the source of the instructional shifts on this slide. Although this site, 

www.engagednewyork.org is a New York state based site, there are many valuable resources on this site 

worth exploring. Please take a moment now to complete the sentences on your handout in relation to 

these six fundamental instructional shifts, and make any notes that you may like. We’ll give you a 

moment to do this before we move to the next slide. 

Okay, so let’s look to your handout under six instructional shifts. Your sentences should look like 

this. One, balancing informational and literary text. Two, building knowledge in the disciplines. Three, 

staircase of complexity. Four, text-based answers. Five, writing from sources. And six, academic 

vocabulary. 

Now let’s look to the graphic organizer. You’re going to see that our next focus and our final 

focus is five things every teacher should be doing to meet the common core state standards. This is 

based on an article written by Lauren Davis from Eye On Education. This article is a valuable resource to 

guide you as you think about the pedagogical practices you should consider including in your repertoire 

as you implement the Pennsylvania common core standards into your classroom practice. Information 

about accessing this article is listed on the references slide near the end of this article, as well as in your 

handout. 

Ms. Davis enumerates the following about these five core practices. Lead high-level, text-based 

discussions. Focus on process, not just content. Create assignments for real audiences with real purpose. 

Teach argument, not persuasion. Increase text complexity. You’ll want to take notes on your note taking 

guide as we review these in more depth on the next several slides. So as you can see, the handout icon 

is on the slide. 



So let’s begin with the first thing every teacher should be doing to meet the common core state 

standards. The first thing every teacher should be doing to meet the common core state standards is 

leading high-level, text-based discussions. When implementing the common -- Pennsylvania common 

core standards into your classroom practice, it is important to remember that whether the students are 

discussing a text as a whole group or in small groups, that your questions and the discussions that ensue 

are grounded in the text. And when students respond, that they are also grounding their responses in 

the text as well. 

In addition, it is important to teach students how to effectively engage in rigorous discourse and 

discussion of a text. Teaching speaking and listening skills is critical to the high level of discourse which is 

grounded in text that is essential to teaching the Pennsylvania common core standards. 

The second thing that every teacher should be doing to meet the common core standards is 

focusing on process, not just content. While content knowledge is essential, student -- teachers should 

also offer opportunities for students to discover information on their own, allowing for students to make 

multiple connections to both the content and their own experiences. This will assist students in 

developing flexible and nuanced understandings.  

For example, rather than focusing on one long-term research project, students should have 

many experiences with the process, the process of research through shorter and multiple research 

projects to not only become familiar with the topic, but the process of research itself, to develop these 

skills so well that they become independent with them. We are seeking to develop self-directed 

learners. We do this by focusing on a process, not just the content. 

The third thing every teacher should be doing to meet the common core standards is creating 

assignments for real audiences with real purposes. The standards emphasize the importance of writing 

for a variety of audiences and authentic purposes. Students should routinely and over extended time 

frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audience write. As you can see on the slide, the key word for 

these writing assignments is authentic. In college and career, students will be expected to write for real 

audiences, tasks, and purposes. And we should seek to emulate this in our own classroom assignments 

and students’ experiences with writing. 

The fourth thing every teacher should be doing to meet the common core standards is to focus 

on argumentative writing over persuasive writing. Some people use the terms argumentative and 

persuasive synonymously. However, the Pennsylvania common core standards draw a distinction 



between the two. According to appendix A, persuasive writing might appeal to the audience’s self-

interest, sense of identity, or emotions; whereas a logical argument convinces the audience because of 

the perceived merit and reasonableness of the claims and proofs offered, rather than the emotions your 

writing evokes in the audience, or the character or credentials of the writer. 

Argumentative writing focuses on logic and evidence base. Persuasive writing appeals to our 

emotions. A persuasive essay is a type of argumentative essay. However, a small distinction is that an 

argumentative essay persuades, while a persuasive paper convinces. An argumentative paper tries to 

persuade its audience to see the writer’s point of view on the topic given the evidence presented, while 

a persuasive paper tries to convince the audience that the reader’s point of the view on the subject is 

right. 

Students argue to aggressively convince a reader to take their side in persuasive writing. 

However, argumentative writing is much more balanced. It requires the development of both sides of an 

issue, offering several claims for one side, while acknowledging that there are valid counter-claims from 

the opposition. Argumentative writing is not about winning to get something, but rather giving the 

reader another perspective to consider on a debatable topic. 

An example of a persuasive writing versus an argumentative writing are noted on this slide on 

the highlighted areas in pink, indicating where the writer has developed a logical, evidence-based 

argument. And you can see the source there as well. 

The fifth thing every teacher should be doing to meet the common core standards is increase 

the complexity of text. Text complexity is a key aspect of the Pennsylvania common core standards, as is 

noted in the first bullet on this slide. Present levels of text complexity, meaning what students are 

currently reading, are significantly below what is expected to achieve college and career readiness. 

Selecting appropriately complex text for each grade level may seem like a daunting task, but as you will 

recall from earlier in this webinar, we noted the importance of the appendices of the Pennsylvania 

common core standards to gain a full understanding and implementation. 

Appendix A of the standards recommends that teachers use a combination of qualitative and 

quantitative measures in selecting text, and not just solely rely on lexile levels or other formulas. It is 

important to also consider subject matter, your knowledge of your students, as well as your own good 

judgment when selecting texts.  



It is important to look for material that is difficult enough that your students are learning 

something new, but not so hard that they will give up. You may also raise the level of content in your 

classroom by using multiple sources on the same topic so that students can see a variety of 

perspectives, and it can help students adjust to a text at varying levels of difficulty.  

In addition, appendix B of the Pennsylvania common core standards provides text exemplars for 

each grade level to guide you in your selection of text. In seeking to increase text complexity in your 

classroom, both appendix A and appendix B are valuable resources to guide your practice. Please take a 

moment now to complete this section of your note taking guide, as well as review the resources area of 

your note taking guide. In a moment, we’ll review the answers. 

Okay, so let’s just look to this last section of your note taking guide. It would be under the area 

of five things every teacher should be doing to meet the common core state standards. Here’s how they 

should look completed. One, lead high-level text-based discussions. Two, focus on process, not just 

content. Three, create assignments for real audiences with real purpose. Four, teach argumentative, not 

persuasion. And five, increase text complexity. Please note the resources area [inaudible] six 

instructional shifts to engage in your site, which we recommended. As well, we are providing a link to 

the wonderful article by Lauren Davis, Five Things Every Teacher Should Be Doing to Meet the Common 

Core Standards. 

Today, our webinar has moved from the national focus in developing common core state 

standards to our own Pennsylvania common core standards, to a focus on how the Pennsylvania 

common core standards will be reflected in our classroom practice by understanding fundamental 

instructional shifts and five effective practices we should engage in to meet these standards.  

This webinar is a very brief overview, and the following webinars will allow you to learn on a 

more deeper level how to include these into your practice. Please note the references and resources 

used to develop this webinar by exploring these references and resources further. You will deepen your 

knowledge about the common core state standards, the Pennsylvania common core, and implementing 

these standards into your classroom practice. 


