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PaTTAN’s Mission 

The Pennsylvania Training and 

Technical Assistance Network is an 

initiative of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Education working in 

partnership with families and local 

education agencies to support 

programs and services to improve 

student learning and achievement. 
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PDE’s Commitment to Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

Our goal for each child is to ensure 

Individualized Education Program (IEP) 

teams begin with the general 

education setting with the use of 

Supplementary Aids and Services 

before considering a                            

more restrictive environment. 
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Purpose for the Webinars 

These webinars will provide specific support for special educators 

in the teaching of the PA Common Core Standards for 9-12 

English/Language Arts and the Keystone Assessment and Eligible 

Content for Literature in the areas of Reading, Writing, Speaking, and 

Listening, including: 
 

• Building background knowledge and using effective instructional 

practices with specific fiction and nonfiction/informational texts. 

• Enhancing core knowledge in literature and literacy strategies. 

• Connecting instructional practices to The Framework for Teaching 

Evaluation Instrument. 

• Sharing resources and techniques to provide all students to access 

complex fiction and nonfiction/informational texts. 4 



Dates for Webinars & Webinar Directions 

Each webinar is from 3:30-4:30 PM: 

• November 28, 2012 

• January 30, 2013 

• March 27, 2013 
 

Chat Boxes – Please type questions and comments 

into the boxes on the right side of the screen. 

 

Poll Questions – Please respond when prompted by 

clicking an answer then “submit.” 
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Goals for the First Webinar 

• Review the PA Common Core State 

Standards (CCSS) and Keystone Assessment 

Anchors Eligible Content. 

• Discuss how to determine text complexity 

using specific tools for quantitative and 

qualitative measures and reader and task 

activities. 
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The Framework for Teaching 

The Framework for Teaching Charlotte Danielson 

Domain 1:  Planning and Preparation  
a. Demonstrating Knowledge of  Content and  
Pedagogy  
b. Demonstrating Knowledge of Students  
c. Setting Instructional Outcomes  
d. Demonstrating Knowledge of Resources  
e. Designing Coherent Instruction  
f.  Designing Student Assessments 

Domain 2:  The Classroom 
Environment  
a. Creating an Environment of Respect and 
Rapport  
b. Establishing a Culture for Learning  
c. Managing Classroom Procedures  
d. Managing Student Behavior  
e. Organizing Physical Space 

Domain 4:  Professional 
Responsibilities  
a. Reflecting on Teaching  
b. Maintaining Accurate Records  
c. Communicating with Families  
d. Participating in a Professional Community  
e. Growing and Developing Professionally  
f. Showing Professionalism 

Domain 3:  Instruction  
a. Communicating With Students  
b. Using Questioning and Discussion 
Techniques  
c. Engaging Students in Learning  
d. Using Assessment in Instruction  
e. Demonstrating Flexibility and 
Responsiveness 



SECTION I: LITERATURE 

CONNECTION TO PA COMMON 

CORE AND KEYSTONE ELIGIBLE 

CONTENT 
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Survey says… 

How many of you have seen and accessed the 

PA Common Core Standards? 
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Path to PA Common Core Standards 

www.pdesas.org 

Click – Standard 

Click – Common Core 

Click – on the Grade 

Level of ELA 

Assessment Anchors 

and Eligible Content  
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PA SAS Web Portal - Standards 



Standards to Common Core tab on SAS 
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Common Core to Grade Level ELA 

Assessment Anchors and Eligible Content  
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PDF of Standards for ELA – 6-12 Grade 
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Survey says… 

How many of you have seen and accessed the 

Keystone Assessment Anchors and Eligible 

Content? 
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Path to Keystone Exams and Assessment 

Anchors & Eligible Content 

www.pdesas.org 

Click – Assessments 

Click – Keystone Exams 

Click – Literature and 

composition (left-hand 

side) 

Click – Literature 

Assessment Anchors 

and Eligible Content 
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PA SAS Web Portal - Assessment 



Assessment - Keystone Exams Tab 
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Keystone Exams – Literature & English 

Composition 
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English Composition  to PDF of  

Keystone AA & EC   
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SECTION II: SELECTING 

TEXT AND TEXT 

COMPLEXITY  
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Short Video on Text Complexity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q0uZwDP6cGo&feature=related   
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Text Complexity – Why is This Important? 

 Complexity of texts students are expected to read is below what 

is required to achieve college and career readiness: 

– High school textbooks have declined in complexity in all 

subject areas over the last several decades 

– Average length of sentences in K-8 textbooks has declined 

from 20 to 14 words 

– Vocabulary demands have declined: 

• 8th grade textbooks = former 5th grade texts 

• 12th grade anthologies = former 7th grade texts 

 Complexity of college and careers texts has remained steady or 

increased, resulting in a gap 
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Why Should We Worry about This Gap? 

 

• Too many students are reading at too low a level 
(<50% of high school graduates can read sufficiently 
complex texts) 

 

• The complexity of what students can read is greatest 
predictor of success in college (ACT study) 
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How Do We Address This Gap? 
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    Text Complexity 

“The Common Core Standards hinge on students 

encountering appropriately complex texts at each 

grade level in order to develop the mature language 

skills and the conceptual knowledge they need for 

success in school and life” (p. 3). 
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So… 

• What do the Common Core State Standards 

mean by  text complexity? 

• What is a text complexity band? 

• How do we ensure the texts our students 

are reading are in the appropriate text 

complexity band? 

   Guiding Questions 
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Text complexity is defined by: 

2. Qualitative measures – levels of 
meaning, structure, language 
conventionality and clarity, and knowledge 
demands often best measured by an 
attentive human reader. 

1. Quantitative measures – readability and 
other scores of text complexity often best 
measured by computer software. 

Reader and Task 3. Reader and Task considerations – 
background knowledge of reader, 
motivation, interests, and complexity 
generated by tasks assigned often best 
made by educators employing their 
professional judgment. 
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   CCSS Text Complexity Model 



CCSS Text Complexity Model 
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Where Do We Find Texts in the  

Appropriate Text Complexity Band? 

Choose an excerpt of text 

from Appendix B: 

We could…. 

or… 

 Use available resources 
to determine the text 
complexity of other 
materials on our own. 
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A Four-step Process: 
 

   Determining Text Complexity 

4. Recommend placement in the 

appropriate text complexity band. 

3. Reflect upon the reader and task 

considerations. 

2. Analyze the qualitative measures 

of the text. 

1. Determine the quantitative 

measures of the text. 
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Measures such as: 

• Word length 

• Word frequency 

• Word difficulty 

• Sentence length 

• Text length 

• Text cohesion 

Step 1: Quantitative Measures 
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Step 1: Quantitative Measures and 

Understanding Lexiles 

The Quantitative 

Measures Ranges for Text 

Complexity: 

This document outlines the 

suggested ranges for each of 

the text complexity bands 

using: 
 
 
Lexile Text Measures 

Text Complexity Grade 

Bands and Associated Lexile 

Ranges   

(Not Applicable for K-1) 

450L-790L 2-3 

770L-980L 4-5 

955L-1155L 6-8 

1080L-1305L 9-10 

1215L-1355L 11-CCR 34 



Step 1: Quantitative Measures 

Find a Book 

• www.lexile.com/findabook/  

• Allows user to search for published books in the database by 

title, author, keywords, or ISBN to find a Lexile measure. 

Lexile Analyzer 

• www.lexile.com/analyzer/   

• Allows user to receive an “estimated” Lexile measure for text 

not in the Find a Book database by copying and pasting text into 

the analyzer. Free registration is required. Accommodates texts 

up to 1000 words in length. Longer texts can be analyzed by 

upgrading to the Professional Lexile Analyzer—educators can 

upgrade to this tool for free by requesting access at the following 

URL: www.lexile.com/account/profile/access/    
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 Step 1: Quantitative Measures 

Let’s imagine we want to see where a text falls on 

the quantitative measures “leg” of the text 

complexity triangle, using the Lexile text measure. 
 

For illustrative purposes, let’s 

choose Harper Lee’s 1960 

novel To Kill a Mockingbird. 
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Finding a Lexile Measure for Text: http://www.lexile.com/findabook/  

 Step 1: Quantitative Measures 
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 Step 1: Quantitative Measures 
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 Step 1: Quantitative Measures 



For texts not in the Lexile database, consider using the Lexile Analyzer: 
http://www.lexile.com/analyzer/  
 

• Registration is required (free) 
http://www.lexile.com/account/register/ 

• Allows user to receive an 
“estimated” Lexile score 

• Accommodates texts up to 1000 
words in length 

• Texts of any length can be 
evaluated using the Professional 
Lexile Analyzer—educators can 
upgrade to this tool for free by 
requesting access 
http://www.lexile.com/account/profile/access/   

 Step 1: Quantitative Measures 
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Lexile Text Measure:  870L 

 Step 1: Quantitative Measures 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mockingbirdfirst.JPG


Step 1: Quantitative Measures  

In which of the text complexity bands 

would this novel fall? 

 
Text Complexity Grade Bands and Associated Lexile Ranges   

(Not Applicable for K-1) 

• 450L-790L – Grade Levels 2-3 

• 770L-980L – Grade Levels 4-5 

• 955L-1155L – Grade Levels 6-8 

• 1080L-1305L– Grade Levels 9-10 

• 1215L-1355L – Grade Levels 11-CCR 
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Remember, however, that the quantitative measures 

is only the first of three “legs” of the text 

complexity triangle. 

Our final recommendation 

may be validated, influenced, 

or even over-ruled by our 

examination of qualitative 

measures and the reader 

and task considerations. 

 Step 1: Quantitative Measures 



Measures such as: 

• Levels of meaning 

• Levels of purpose 

• Structure 

• Organization 

• Language conventionality 

• Language clarity 

• Prior knowledge demands 

 Step 2: Qualitative Measures 
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 Step 2: Qualitative Measures 

The Qualitative Measures Rubrics  
for Literary and Informational Text: 

 

The rubric for literary text and the rubric for informational 

text allow educators to evaluate the important elements of 

text that are often missed by computer software that tends 

to focus on more easily measured factors. 
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Because the factors for literary texts are different from information 

texts, these two rubrics contain different content. However, the 

formatting of each document is exactly the same. 

 Step 2: Qualitative Measures 
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Since these factors represent continua rather than discrete stages 

or levels, numeric values are not associated with these rubrics. 

Instead, four points along each continuum are identified: high, 

middle high, middle low, and low. 

 Step 2: Qualitative Measures 
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So… 
 

How is the rubric used? 

And how would To Kill a Mockingbird  fair when analyzed 

through the lens of the Literary Text Rubric? 
 

 Step 2: Qualitative Measures 
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 Step 2: Qualitative Measures 

Questions to 

Consider in Planning 

for Instructional 

Scaffolding 

 
On the back side of each 

rubric is list of springboard 

questions to help 

educators begin thinking 

about the kinds of 

instructional scaffolding 

the text may also require. 
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Lexile Text Measure:  870L 

From examining the quantitative measures, we knew: 

But after reflecting upon the qualitative measures, we believed: 

 Step 2: Qualitative Measures 
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Reader and Task 

Our initial placement of To Kill a Mockingbird into a text 

complexity band changed when we examined the qualitative 

measures. 

Remember, however, that we have 

completed only the first two legs 

of the text complexity triangle. 

The reader and task 

considerations still remain. 
 

Step 2: Qualitative Measures 
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Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations 

Considerations such as: 

• Motivation 

• Knowledge and experience 

• Purpose for reading 

• Complexity of task 

assigned regarding text 

• Complexity of questions 

asked regarding text 
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 Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations 

Questions for Professional 

Reflection on Reader and Task 

Considerations: 

 

The questions provided in this resource 

are meant to spur teacher thought and 

reflection upon the text, students, and 

any tasks associated with the text. 

 

The questions included here are largely 

open-ended questions without single, 

correct answers, but help educators to 

think through the implications of using a 

particular text in the classroom. 
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 What aspects of the text will likely pose the 

most challenge for my students?  

 

• Content or theme concerns or challenges?  

• Text structure challenges? 

• Language feature challenges?  

• Knowledge and experience demands?  

• Motivation for and interest in the text? 

 Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations 
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What Common Core State Standards should I focus on when 

teaching this text?  

• What are natural areas of focus for this text?  

• With what standards do my students need the most practice?  

 

Will the complexity of any before, during and after reading 

tasks or the complexity of any questions asked about the 

text interfere with the reading experience? 

 

What supports do I need to provide so that all of my students 

(even those who are struggling readers) can access the 

text? 

 

 Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations 
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 Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations 
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Based upon our examination of 

the Reader and Task 

Considerations, we have 

completed the third leg of the 

text complexity model and are 

now ready to recommend a final 

placement within a text 

complexity band. 

 Step 3: Reader and Task Considerations 
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Step 4: Recommended Placement 

Lexile Text Measure: 870L  
59 

After reflecting upon all three legs of the text complexity 

model we can make a final recommendation of 

placement within a text and begin to document our 

thinking for future reference. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Mockingbirdfirst.JPG


Based upon all the information—all three 

legs of the model—the final 

recommendation for To Kill a Mockingbird… 

Step 4: Recommended Placement 
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In this instance, 

Appendix B 

confirms our 

evaluation of 

the novel. To Kill 

a Mockingbird is 

placed within 

the grade 9-10 

text complexity 

band. 

 Step 4: Recommended Placement 
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Template for Text Complexity 

Analysis and Recommended 

Placement Form: 
  

The one-page template provides an 

opportunity to record the thinking 

involved in recommending the 

placement of a specific text into a 

text complexity band. 
 

Keeping a record of such analysis and 

thinking might be useful 

documentation in the case that any 

questions arise in the future. 

 Step 4: Recommended Placement 
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Homework 

Using the four step process, complete the text 

complexity analysis template. 

1. Determine the quantitative measures of the 

text. (www.lexile.com) 

2. Analyze the qualitative measures of the text. 

(literary or informational rubric) 

3. Reflect upon the reader and task 

considerations. (questions for consideration) 

4. Recommend placement in the appropriate 

text complexity band. 
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Resources for Text Complexity 

66 

Compiled materials for this were provided by the 

Kansas State Department of Education: 

www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4778#TextRes 

 

 

http://www.ksde.org/Default.aspx?tabid=4778
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