
>> In this mand session, you will see a student 

who has already acquired 

a number of signed mands. 

The session will demonstrate the extension 

of sign language into vocal responding. 

Additionally, the teacher continues to 

teach new mands through sign language. 

>> Candy. 

>> Note that as she delivers the reinforcer, 

she is saying the name of the item. 

This establishes the sound 

of the word as a reinforcer. 

( Silence ) 

>> Book. 

>> In this case, receiving the book is not the 

only important thing about the interaction. 

>> Clock. (Inaudible). 

>> Naming the items in the book is also 

an important part of the reinforcer. 

>> Dinosaur. 

There. 

( Silence ) 

Moo. 

>> Moo. 

>> Bee. 



>> Bee. 

>> Moo bee. 

>> Baby moo. 

>> Moo. 

>> Moo. 

>> Bee. 

>> Bee. 

>> Moo bee. 

>> Note that the teacher uses several 

coic (phonetic) trials in relation 

to the mand to promote vocal responding. 

>> We're watching a movie. 

>> Attending to motivation is a 

central part of mand training. 

As motivation fades, the teacher 

introduces another activity that may serve 

as motivation for an additional mand. 

( Silence ) 

>> Puzzle. 

Puzzle. There's the fish, good job. 

Puzzle. Good job. 

Puzzle. That's a bunny, yeah. 

Turtle. 

>> While responding to independent mands, 

she also differentially reinforces 



better vocal approximations. 

>> Candy, have two. 

Moo. 

>> Moo. 

>> Bee. 

>> Bee. 

>> Moo bee. 

>> Bee. 

>> Moo. 

>> Moo. 

>> Bee. 

>> Bee. 

>> Moo bee. 

( Silence ) 

>> Here the teacher continues 

to shape vocal responding 

through systematic use of the coic trials. 

>> Moo. 

>> Moo. 

>> Moo. 

>> Bee. 

>> Bee. 

>> Moo bee. 

>> Bee. 

>> Moo bee. 



( Singing ) 

>> When repetitive behavior occurs, 

the student's hands are directed 

to a neutral position. 

>> Ready hand. 

>> Once the hands are in a neutral position, 

the teacher can continue to present mand trials. 

>> Moo bee. 

>> Moo bee. 

Read hand. 

( Singing ) 

>> Ready hands. 

( Silence ) 

>> Puzzle. 

>> Completing the puzzle is not the 

primary target for this student. 

In order to provide opportunities 

to practice discriminating mands, 

the teacher interrupts completing the 

puzzle to introduce a different reinforcer. 

>> Good job. 

Chip. Chip. 

Puzzle. 

>> The teacher then returns to the puzzle in 

order to provide further discrimination trials. 



>> Puzzle. 

>> The teacher maintains enthusiasm 

throughout the end of this session. 

>> Cookie. 

Cookie. Oh more puzzle pieces, 

let's finish it up. 

Good job, bud. 

There's the bunny ears. 


