
 

 

ELLs in Special Education: An Implementation Self-Assessment 

A multi-tiered system of support (RtII) is in place 
 ESL instruction is core curriculum at Tier One 

 ELLs receive content instruction modified to their level of English language 
proficiency (ELP) at Tier One 

 The school climate is culturally responsive 

 Collaboration time between ESL teacher and content area teachers is scheduled 

 When interventions are necessary at Tier 2 or 3, the needs of an ELL are met 
according to their ELP level and the ELP standards 

 CAN DO Descriptors and Model Performance Indicators (MPIs) are used to 
design instruction, assessment and interventions 

 Parents may request an evaluation at any time, but the school needs to 
ascertain that all of the above are in place and results brought to the table 
when the evaluation team meets 

 When an ELL arrives with an IEP from another district, someone reviews the 
IEP for the presence of ESL instruction relevant to PA regulation 

The Multidisciplinary Evaluation 
 The ESL teacher is a member of the team 

 Interpretation and translation services are available for parent(s) as needed 

 All assessments compare the ELL to true peers (validity) 

 ELL student’s performance in Tier 2 and Tier 3 interventions are examined as 
genuine opportunities to learn (based on ELP level) 

 ACCESS for ELLS (or W-APT) scores are analyzed 

 Behaviors are considered with regard to home cultural norms 

 The ESL teacher (or another culture broker) shares linguistic differences 
between L1 and L2 and the second language acquisition process 

 The ESL teacher (or another culture broker) shares cultural norms for behavior 
in the acculturation process 

Developing the IEP 
 The ESL teacher is a member of the IEP team 

 ESL instruction is recorded on the IEP under “related services” 

 ESL instruction is considered as it relates to the disability and can range from 
full inclusion to consultative support 

 Specially designed instruction is correlated with the student’s ELP level 

 Specially designed instruction is culturally responsive 

 CAN DO Descriptors and MPIs are used to design long-term goals and short-
term objectives in content areas as related to the disability 

 Participation in ACCESS for ELLs  with appropriate accommodations is 
recorded  

 Participation in PSSA or PASA with appropriate accommodations is recorded 

 Instruction is designed to familiarize student with forms and accommodations 
to be used in assessments 

 Collaboration time between the ESL teacher, general education teachers and 
special educator(s) is scheduled 

 


