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DIANE SIMASKA: Good afternoon. This is Diane Simaska. And I am going to continue the presentation for 

accommodations in more of a general and overview sense just as Lynda has given us some really 

valuable information particularly about the PSSA and for Mathematics this year, and the intentions 

behind accommodations as well as the differences between accommodations of modifications. I'm going 

to be a little bit more specific as-- and guide you through the accommodations guidelines themselves. So 

before I start that, I just would like to fill a couple of housekeeping things here. Number one is please be 

aware that this presentation that is being recorded will be available in approximately a week on the 

PaTTAN website as well as linked from the PDE website with the recording of this presentation. It will 

not be available immediately because we need to allow a few days for the close captioning to take place 

before we could post that. In addition, we are going to post at the same location, which is on the 

PaTTAN website under the Training Resource Materials as well as on the PDE website on the BAA 

meaning Bureau of Assessment and Accountability and the Bureau for Special Education website. We 

will post the PowerPoint with notes. The PowerPoint handout that you receive with your registration for 

this webinar, that PowerPoint does not contain notes. However, we are going to make the notes 

available to you when we post the PowerPoint along with the close captioning recording. In addition, 

the PowerPoint will be segmented so that you will be able to pull off specific segments of the 

presentation for quick reference, shorter trainings or presentations, or just if you have a question about 

a particular area of a disability, you'll be able to do that more quickly with the segmented PowerPoint. 

The other thing I'd like to remind you of is that yes, at this time, the Accommodation Guidelines for 

Students with IEPs and 504 Plans is available on the PDE website on the Assessment page under 

Resource Materials. And I understand that's a little difficult in that being that new PDE site, I think we're 

all still getting used to it also. But that document, the Accommodations Guidelines, that is not the 

newest document that will be posted. Along with the posting of the PowerPoint with notes, the 

recorded version of this presentation, we also will update and post the updated version of the 

Accommodations Guidelines for Students with IEPs and 504 Plans. With that said, I would like to 

reassure you that you're not going to see major changes in that document. And in fact, any changes that 

are in that document will be touched upon in this presentation. I can tell you that we've retained the-- 

anything new is in red font now, so anything that was new last year was no longer in red font. So you'll 

see some items in red font in that Accommodations Guidelines when it's posted next week. PSSA-M is 

what you will see in red font most frequently. The accommodations that are appropriate with the PSSA 

test, appropriate and allowable for the general PSSA test are also appropriate and allowable for the 

PSSA-M test. So that when you are making instructional and assessment decisions for your students, you 

maybe feel very comfortable in that any accommodation that is available and allowable for general PSSA 

is also available and allowable for the PSSA-M modified test for Mathematics for this year. The other 

section that you'll see highlighted in red is when you look under the audio presentation section of those 

guidelines. And you'll see that we've made some changes to the audio presentation. If you'll recall in the 

past, those few students who needed an audio version of the PSSA test, that was not available through 



DRC. And in fact, those districts and schools and teachers who needed to give that accommodation for 

their student worked very hard and very diligently to do the actual recording themselves for that 

student. The audio CD is now being produced by DRC so that those persons who needed to record their 

own in previous years can now be assured that you'll be able to simply order that through DRC. And I'll 

get into more details about that a little later on in the presentation. But the question I've already seen in 

the chat box is what are the major changes. Major changes include PSSA-M and the availability of an 

audio CD. I've also, up to this point, answered a few of the questions in the chat box. If you take a look 

at that and scroll back up, you'll see that I have answered some of those. I will continue to answer those 

questions throughout the presentation as well each of our presenters as a question pops up that 

pertains to their particular area of expertise, they'll answer that for you. And those questions that and 

answers that are in that chat box will be saved and will be made available along with the PowerPoint 

materials, so you won't miss any of the questions and answers. You'll be able to view those at a later 

date. We've also invited you to submit your questions through an email address if you prefer to ask your 

question that way. What we will do is to stay online for a bit after the presentation and then answer as 

many of those questions as possible within our allotted time here before we lose our time for the 

webinar. And those questions that we don't get to, you'll find the answers, the question and answers 

posted along with those chat questions and the answers. Okay, I'm going to go into the specifics of my 

piece of the presentation here. And you'll see that this first slide spells out for you any exceptions to the 

participation in the PSSA test. Remember that every student is required to participate in statewide 

testing. And there are very few exceptions to this federal regulation that every student must participate. 

The exceptions are outlined here as four bullet points. If a student participates in the PSSA Modified for 

Math, this student will not participate in the general PSSA for Math. But remember this very same 

student will participate in the general Reading PSSA test for 2010. We do not have a PSS-Modified test 

for Reading or for Science for the 2010 testing window. However, we will be administering field tests for 

those two subject areas in 2010. But in 2011, the PSSA-Modified for Reading, the PSSA-Modified for 

Science will be operation. So an exception to participation in the general PSSA Mathematics test would 

be that student will participate in the PSSA-Modified for Math. The next bullet point addresses students 

who participate in the PASA or our alternate assessment. If a student participates in the PASA or the 

alternate assessment, that students participate for all three subject areas - Math, Reading and Science, 

and of course that student is not required, does not participate and may not participate in the general 

PSSA or the PSSA-M. I have an extra bullet here regarding the alternate assessment for Writing and that 

is to let you know that although the PASA does not produce a standardized writing assessment, it is still 

a requirement that a student with an IEP must participate in all statewide testing. So an alternate 

writing assessment is required, however, we need to make it very clear that that alternate writing 

assessment is a teacher-made writing assessment, that is that writing assessment is appropriate for that 

student's individual IEP. We recognize that the range of instructional goals for students who participate 

in the P-A-S-A or the PASA is a very wide range. Therefore, Pennsylvania does not feel, at this time, it is 

appropriate to produce a standardized alternate writing assessment. So, we allow the teacher to create 

that alternate writing assessment. As I said, it's individualized, it is scored by the test administrator, and 

it is stored in the student's IEP file. The question often comes to me, well, do I send that into DRC, do I 

send it to PDE, and the answer is that test, scored tests, remains in the student's file. When it is 

monitored? Well, it can be monitored during your scheduled auditing cycle that PDE conducts on a 



rotating basis with the district. So the alternate writing or the PASA, if a student participates in the 

PASA, it should be available and easily identifiable in the student's IEP folder. It also may be asked for 

during the monitoring by PDE during the testing window. When the PDE monitors, visits selected 

schools, it is very possible that they may ask to see an IEP folder for a student who participates the PASA 

and will be looking for the alternate writing assessment. Another exception at third bullet there is we're 

calling this an optional participation in Reading and Writing for ELL student in their first year enrolled in 

a US school. Remember that optional means they're not required, so therefore that isn't exception to 

participation in some subject areas in the PSSA test. Students who are exempted, ELL students who are 

exempted are students who enrolled on or after March 28, 2009. These students would be considered 

exempt or they would be considered optional for the Reading and Writing PSSA subject area tests. 

March 28, 2009 is the date that we're looking at to determine that enrollment for ELL students. And you 

will see that date reproduced again on the demographics' page but we think it's important for you to be 

considering that at this time. When we talk about optional, Stephanie will address that during her 

presentation for ELL students and what optional participation might entail. The last exception to 

participation in the PSSA would be a parental request for religious exclusion. Remember if a parent 

makes that request, that parent makes that request in a letter to the superintendent of that particular 

LEA. That letter must be kept on file in the District Office. We strongly recommend that they make 

copies of that letter. And remember also that the parent makes that decision for religious exclusion 

after examining the PSSA test in a secure situation upon request to determine that this test indeed 

would not fall under their religious beliefs for their student. So again, parental request for religious 

exclusion is available in Pennsylvania. So as you can see, there are very few exceptions to participation 

in the PSSA which we hope that the accommodations will help you to deal with all of the myriad of 

situations for participation that requires some adjustment. I'm going to look at the actual 

Accommodations Guidelines at this point and we're going to look at each point and to make sure that 

we all understand how this guideline is going to be helpful to us as a resource and how we can use this 

to inform us. If you look at the page that I have up there displayed for you now, you'll notice that it is 

divided into columns. You'll notice also when you open up the guidelines for accommodations that we 

clearly have that delineated for presentation accommodations, response accommodations, setting 

accommodations, and timing accommodations. So we are very much in line with the pretty much 

nationally accepted thinking on accommodations for students. You'll also notice that this document 

does seem a bit hefty. The reason that it's a bit hefty is that we are very concern of it that we make that 

connection for our students between instructional accommodations and assessment accommodations. 

So in these guidelines, you will indeed see some suggestions for accommodations that might be 

effective for a student but they might be effective for instruction but not allowable for assessment. So, 

you will see that differentiated in the columns both on this section of the guidelines and also in the 

following section where we're a little bit more specific about the disability categories. So the first thing 

you might notice is that up to that first column we will identify the major category and that would be, in 

this case, an auditory presentation for accommodation. In that column you'll see a brief description of 

each accommodation that is provided. Remember that this description may be applicable for instruction 

as well as assessment therefore the next three columns that you're looking at on that page must be read 

to determine eligibility for the PSSA and the PSSA-M test. So although we're looking at that description 

and we say, yes, that sounds like something that absolutely my student would need, and I need to try 



that out with the tools that Lynda suggested using, remember that it may be appropriate for instruction, 

but it may not be appropriate for the statewide assessment. We look at the second column, we see the 

word standard, and in the updated version, you'll also see the addition of the word "allowable". A 

standard accommodation in this manual indicates that this accommodation is allowable for the 

statewide testing. It is allowable for the PSSA and the PSSA-M tests. So we need to always look at that 

column and see if it's allowable. In this case when we look at the human reader, yes indeed a human 

reader is allowable for the PSSA and the PSSA-M tests. And we'll talk about the rows that you see 

following this, this how important it is that we don't stop at that point. But let's move on to the columns. 

In the next large column you'll see is entitled Not Allowable for PSSA, and that column itself is broken 

into two categories and these are the reasons that the particular accommodation might not be 

allowable for the PSSA test. It could be because it would violate ethics and security or it also could be 

that it invalidates the score. And very often, both of those columns will be checked for a particular 

accommodation that is not allowable for the PSSA test. So when we look at this page, you'll see that the 

arrow that I just brought up is pointing to the Reading PSSA test. Now notice that falls under Human 

Reader. However, we've got Human Reader which is a standard accommodation, there's a check mark 

on that column because it is allowable for instructions for some for some students and also for the PSSA 

test. However, you'll notice that in the rows following that, it's not allowable in all cases. It's not 

allowable in all situations. The Reading PSSA test, reading allowed or signing test items and questions, 

you'll notice that the standard column is not check but the not allowable for PSSA is indeed checked. 

And the two reasons that it's not allowable is that we may have an ethics issue and we may have-- it 

invalidates the score issue. So the guidelines tell you whether the accommodation is allowable for PSSA. 

They also tell you if it's not allowable for PSSA, and they also will give you the reason why it's not 

allowable for the PSSA. Whoops. On the next example from the guidelines, we're looking at specific 

student characteristics. And in this case it is a student with deafness or hard of hearing. And we give 

suggestions, we give suggestions. In this case, the category is the presentation category for 

accommodations and some suggestions for accommodations that you might consider for instruction are 

delineated in the left column there. You'll notice in the column on the right, Accommodations to 

Consider for Assessments, and indeed there is a difference between the column for instruction to 

consider for instruction and the column that you might consider for assessments. It's also important that 

you know that this list is not an exhaustive list, that there may be other accommodations that you 

consider for instruction, and therefore, you may also consider them for assessments. But if it does not 

appear on this list and you cannot find it identified as allowable or not allowable for the PSSA test, then 

what we would like you to do is to call PDE, either the Bureau of Special Education and speak with Lynda 

Lupp whose information is available for you in the Accommodations Guidelines, or you may call me, 

Diane Simaska at PDE in the Bureau of Assessment and Accountability and I will assist you in 

determining whether or not the accommodation that you are considering might be allowable for the 

PSSA test. Again, these are guidelines in this section here, but the actual policy decisions as to whether 

or not it's allowable for the PSSA, you find in the previous section with those check marks. [ Silence ] This 

is where I'll go into some detail about the audio CD for test items. This is an additional alternate test 

version that is available for the first time this year for the PSSA test. We do know that this 

accommodation has been requested on a very limited basis and has been used on a very limited basis in 

the past. And in fact, in consideration in providing this audio CD, PDE examine the data regarding using 



this accommodation and we do know that statewide, it is a very limited number of students who require 

the accommodation of an audio presentation for the PSSA test. Note that I am talking in audio 

presentation in terms of electronic audio and I am not referring to human reader here. Therefore, 

because of the few numbers that we have collected data, we do know, we do not-- I mean we do not 

anticipate an unusual number of requests. This audio version is intended to accommodate those 

students who-- do not access printed material for instruction and assessment. This accommodation for 

an audio recording has been an allowable accommodation for PSSA for quite some time. But the burden 

in the past up until last year, 2009, has been given to the particular LEA and there were all kinds of 

stipulations in producing that recording that had to be followed. So we're very pleased to be able to 

offer this recorded version for those students who need it. A student who is going to use this 

accommodation just as with all of our accommodations is a student who must already receive this 

accommodation. Remember, accommodations are not made solely for the purpose of the PSSA test. 

Accommodations are made very thoughtfully early on in terms of instruction for a student and then we 

look at that in terms of as to whether or not it's allowable for the PSSA test. So of course for this-- the 

audio CD, a student must already be receiving [inaudible] presentation for instruction and assessment. 

Request for approval from PDE must occur and documentation must be submitted to PDE at the time of 

audio test order. In the guidelines, even in last year's guidelines on that last page, there are instructions 

there for those persons who needed to make a request for an exception for that electronic format, and 

we did have a few students who were not able to access the test in any other way except through that 

electronic format. As you recall, that was a new option that we included two years ago and that process 

needs to go through a request for an exception. In order to receive this audio CD, we're going to follow 

the same procedures. There must be a request for approval from PDE. That request will come initially 

via telephone call or email to either myself, Diane Simaska, and the Bureau of Assessment and 

Accountability or to Linda Lupp in the Bureau of Special Education. Upon that initial conversation with 

you, either through the telephone or through email, together we all decide whether or not indeed this is 

an appropriate accommodation for the PSSA test. At that time, PDE will send in a request for approval 

and that is an informational form that needs to be filled out by the teacher and also by the special 

education coordinator overseeing that child on that child's educational plan. We will then return the 

guidelines to you, and the guidelines can be quite extensive as to the use of this alternate version. There 

is a strict request for monitoring. There is a strict requirement for deleting files either temporary or files 

that might have been downloaded. There are directions as to how. It's very important that the printed 

version is available to the student while using the audio CD. But the request for approval is made to PDE. 

However, if you look on the next bullet, the CDs themselves are ordered from and returned to DRC and 

they will be delivered along with your other assessment materials and they also will be returned along 

with your assessment materials to DRC. Now, DRC will be sending a broadcast to the LEAs regarding the 

ordering of this CD. As you know, the enrollment verification window has already closed. For those of 

you that are the assessment coordinator participating in this webinar, that enrollment verification 

window took place in October and that window is now closed. So for 2011, the ordering of these audio 

CDs will take place during the enrollment verification period. And I seem to have lost my-- [ Pause ] -- 

presentation here. [ Pause ] Excuse me just-- Okay, it's back again. [ Inaudible Remark ] We're-- it's back 

again, thank you. What we-- the ordering for 2011 will take place during the typical enrollment 

verification window at the same time that you place your order for the enlarged test version that you 



place your order for the Braille version that you place your order for the Spanish translation. When you 

place your order at that time, you will be placing your order for the audio CD. However, this year as I 

said for 2010, DRC will be sending instructions to the LEAs as to how you are to order that CD through 

DRC, not through PDE. So, you see that we're asking for approval. For this year, we need to make sure 

you understand that obviously you don't have approval for that at this time. And when that 

communication comes to you from DRC as to how to place those orders and you know that you have a 

student who has been using this accommodation all along, and you know that you're pretty certain that 

this is a student who would be eligible for this, you may go ahead and place that order. But at the same 

time you need to make a request to PDE. So, right now before DRC actually gets that information to you, 

it would be perfectly appropriate for you to contact PDE and request an approval for use of the audio CD 

for the PSSA test. I also would like to make it clear that for 2010, an audio CD is not available in Spanish, 

an audio CD is not available for the PSSA-M, the modified. So we need to be very clear that for 2010 

those two versions of the test will not be available for-- on an audio CD. I also would just like to add in 

here a reminder that just as the Braille version and the enlarged print version arrives at your district with 

a matched regular PSSA test booklet, so too will the audio CD arrive with your test materials with a 

matching PSSA test booklet and just as with our Braille version and our enlarged print version, if a 

student is using the audio CD version, all of the student responses must be recorded in the regular 

scannable PSSA test booklet. That is the only material that will be scored for students. [ Pause ] 

Accommodation procedures and I say this every year and it's so very, very important document, 

document, document, if it's [audio glitch] the document. When we talk about documentation we of 

course are talking about our IEP and the-- part 4 of the IEP on that assessment page needs to be very 

clear about the accommodations that are to be used and available for that student during each subject 

area test and it's important that we pay attention to each subject area test and we don't consider an 

accommodation as a one size fits all. So be very careful in the documentation on that part 4 of the IEP 

when you are considering the accommodations for the PSSA test. Remember that accommodations 

need to be thought out carefully well in advance to the PSSA test window and it is not to the benefit of 

the student to make a hasty decision during that PSSA panic time. So this is something that should be 

considered, if it hasn't already been considered certainly now is the time to make sure that you've made 

those considerations and not simply think that perhaps my student might have more success with the 

accommodation on the PSSA test at PSSA time. We want the choice in the use of accommodations to be 

useful and relevant to the student well ahead of time. Communicate and collaborate with test 

coordinator. It is extremely important that everyone who has any part whatsoever in the assessment 

program is very clear on the accommodations that the students should receiving for the PSSA and the 

PSSA-M test. And again, this applies not just for the PSSA test but certainly at this time if a student is in a 

classroom with a regular ed teacher, that that regular ed teacher is well aware of the accommodations 

and is using those accommodations for that student on an ongoing basis. This is a good place to remind 

the accommodation for reading aloud, is that a read aloud is done very carefully, it's done without 

inflection, it is done without in any way leading a student either purposefully or inadvertently toward a 

certain answer choice, so we need to be very careful in how we read aloud to our students and we need 

to make sure that the person who is doing the read aloud has been thoroughly trained with all of the 

test do's and don'ts with the PSSA test. It is very important that we map out the logistics. It's important 

that the student knows that, for example, if I am going to be in a different setting that it's not foreign to 



me to suddenly be pulled out of my classroom and sent to a different room to take my PSSA test and at 

the same time it's important, especially for our secondary students, that if I am accustomed to and 

successful with participating in my assessments in the regular classroom setting and that is where I am 

comfortable then that indeed is where I should be for the PSSA test. Again, these decisions need to be 

made on an individual basis. They cannot be made as an overall statement as to how a student should 

participate. So please be very careful about that when we-- what we want to do is to avoid any instance 

where a student does not feel comfortable with a quick change in logistics, meaning a quick change in 

who is going to be doing the read aloud, a quick change into as to which room I will be participating. 

Students need to be treated respectfully in order to facilitate their best performance on this PSSA test. 

We want to avoid any confusion and controversy with test administration by making accommodations 

transparent well ahead of time for all persons involved with the PSSA test. Certainly, that extends to 

where that extended time will take place, how do I handle extended time for my students, where does a 

read aloud take place. When I'm looking at that roster in front of me and I know that I'm to expect my 

homeroom in front of me for the PSSA test and I've got two students missing, I want the test 

administrator to feel very comfortable that he or she knows where those two students are and why 

they're not sitting in front of me for that test and at the same time, we also want these students to feel 

comfortable of [audio glitch] and not create some kind of a controversy with the test administrator as to 

where he or she should be for the test administration. [ Pause ] During the assessment we need to 

ensure that standardization, we know that the test is actually created and produced in a standardized 

way following very strict guidelines for producing a well crafted standardized test but we also know that 

standardization applies to the actual administration. So we've got to make sure that we adhere to 

uniform administration procedures and conditions and of course that deals directly with 

accommodations during this assessment. When we do this we know that this helps to ensure that the 

test results will accurately reflect individual student learning. And we need to keep in mind that the 

whole objective of providing these assessment accommodations is to make fair comparisons with other 

students taking the test. And certainly, the setting and the manner in which that test is administered 

goes a long way toward ensuring that fairness. We also need to be aware that during the assessment we 

need to be very clear on what constitutes ethical testing. An unethical test practice would be an 

inappropriate interaction between the test administrator and the student taking the test. Some 

examples would be coaching the student during the test. Certainly, we should not be giving suggestions 

or hints to the student. We should not be providing any kind of instruction. We should not be providing 

any kind of a hint that say do you remember when, that would be an inappropriate and an unethical 

approach to accommodations during testing. We know that it is absolutely unethical to edit any student 

responses in any way so that we're very clear that we may not go back in and rewrite because we're 

afraid that the test scorer might not be able to read the handwriting. That is not an ethical test practice 

to rewrite a student's response. We may not give clues in any way. It is allowable to tap a student on the 

back or to encourage them to rub-- give them a pat on the back to, you know, keep going. That's 

perfectly acceptable to do that. We know that it is extremely important that we monitor that our test 

administrators are doing a constant monitoring of our students as they're participating in this test so 

that we can give them encouragement when they need it. Very often students who do require 

accommodations also need to have encouragement to be persistent to complete the test. However, we 

may not point to an answer that we know is incorrect and kinda give the student a visual cue like, oh, 



you might wanna think about that one again. That is inappropriate. But we do know that if a student has 

left blanks, has skipped blanks, sometimes that's inadvertent. A student has done that without actually 

realizing that I've left these blanks. It is okay and not unethical for the test administrator to simply point 

out a blank response. Notice I am saying a blank response. Not pointing to the answer choices of A, B, C 

or D on the answer bubbles but simply pointing to the number 32 and 33 that were left blank so that's 

kind of a reminder for a student that, oh, yeah, I need to go back and answer those two. While we're 

talking about that, the other advantage to constantly being on your feet and monitoring students is 

particularly when we're looking at those answer sheets. Let's make sure that a student hasn't gotten off 

track and suddenly hopped over into the wrong answer sheet column. So of course, you know, it's 

unethical to give any clues in any way whatsoever but it absolutely is ethical to monitor students and to 

make sure they're at the right place throughout the test. Changing the content by paraphrasing or 

offering additional information, for example explaining a mathematics problem to a student explaining 

the question that is asking is not an ethical approach to testing. What that does is actually changes the 

content that we are measuring and therefore not only-- what it might be considered unethical because 

you may have inadvertently led the student to the correct or even incorrect answer. We also know that 

we've changed the construct and therefore the score would be invalidated. After the assessment, the 

bubble sheet is to be completed after the assessment. The bubble sheet is completed after assessment 

in order to preserve confidentiality and also to preserve accuracy because obviously the accommodation 

could not have been administered until after the student-- we know that the student has participated in 

the test. So it's not something that can be filled in ahead of time. We know that if you have been given 

approval for an exemption and you have received a PDF for an electronic version or you may have 

received an audio CD and that is therefore loaded on to a school computer. We need to make sure that 

all temporary files have been permanently deleted as well as any downloaded files that may remain in 

that school computer. Remember that it is a test administrator's responsibility to make sure that 

happens as well as the test coordinator's responsibility to make sure that has happened. So we need to 

be very careful to permanently delete all files when we use an alternate test version. We also need to 

make sure that all materials are returned and that includes those audio CDs, the enlarged print version, 

the Braille version along with the regular print test materials. They all must be returned to DRC. Student 

booklets that have the transcribed responses absolutely need to be included with your regular test 

materials. Original student work, that is you may have students who need to use a computer keyboard 

in order to type out their response and that response is then transcribed into the regular test booklet. 

That original student work may have been printed out for the test transcriber to transcribe into the 

students regular booklet. What happens to that original student work? You may not keep that in your 

possession. That original student work may not remain with the student. It may not remain with the test 

administrator. It must be returned to the test coordinator. It is the test coordinator's responsibility to 

either securely destroy that original student work after it has been correctly transcribed into the student 

regular booklet or many test coordinators choose to simply put those few pages into a manila envelope 

and seal it and stack it on top of their boxed test materials that they are returning to DRC. Scratch paper, 

neither the student nor the test administrator may keep any scratch paper. All scratch paper must be 

collected and returned to the test coordinator. It is the responsibility of the test coordinator to securely 

destroy all scratch paper. This is an example of the 2010 bubble sheet. It looks pretty similar. There are 

some minor changes that is some rearranging of some of the accommodations. There has been a 



combining of a couple of accommodations but all of the accommodations remained there. We've not 

changed any of them. We've just reordered a few of them and we have combined some for real estate 

issues on this page here. So what we look at here is notice that this bubble sheet is divided into the four 

response or four accommodation categories. You'll notice that this is an example that comes from a 

math and reading test booklet answer sheet and we need to indicate separately the mathematics and 

the reading accommodation that is provided. So we're very careful. Again, this is not a one-size-fits-all. 

We need to consider each accommodation separately and as I mentioned previously this data is 

collected and reported so we do need to keep track of accommodations. I think that it's useful at this 

time when we look at the accommodation for the recording this particular bubble is the same. This 

actually has the very similar-- we reworded and combined it a bit but we have always had a recording 

accommodation on that bubble sheet. If a student has been granted the approval for use of that audio 

CD, this is the bubble that you will fill in. Notice that there is an empty bubble there for mathematics but 

not for reading because for reading that read aloud of reading test items is not allowable. So we just 

wanted to point out that the accommodation bubbles may have been rearranged a bit to make it a bit 

more appealing and combined a couple for real estate reasons on this particular page. We're gonna take 

a short section break here before we continue with our next category and the next category will be for 

students with deafness and hard of hearing. And again, you see that email address. We are receiving 

your email questions here and we will answer them as much as possible at the end of this presentation 

and please continue to enter your questions into the chat box. Thank you.  


