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Brooklyn College  / CAMBA  
“Leading to College (LtC)” 

8 Years 

College Now – Brooklyn College 

Entering 11th - 12th Grade 

5 Weeks 

LtC students can take part in any of  Brooklyn College Now’s summer initiatives, 
which include college courses in precalculus and environmental studies, as well as 
the STEAM Research Academy. LtC students are particularly encourages to par-
ticipate in College Now’s summer urban eco-justice course, which examines and 
encourages student engagement with environmental issues as they relate to stu-
dents’ own communities. 

In 10th grade, LtC students start College Now courses with a class taken at their 
school that is designed to build college awareness and skills. They continue into 
college-like, discipline specific courses of  their choosing taken at Brooklyn Col-
lege. By junior year, most take college credit courses at Brooklyn College, initially 
with other high school students and eventually with college students. Undergrad-
uate mentors trained by College Now support participants' transition to and suc-
cess in college work. CAMBA staff  work with students and their families, assist in 
recruitment, provide social-emotional support, disseminate college-related infor-
mation, assist students in applying to College Now classes and offer referrals to 
services, as needed. Partners collaborate in events during the academic year, such 
as an induction ceremony, Family Day, and Stepping Up Ceremony that bring LtC 
students, families, faculty, staff  and administrators together.  
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Skidmore College/ Sponsors for Educational Opportunities (SEO)  
“SE0-Skidmore Connections”  

7 years 

Office of  the Dean of  Special Programs, Skidmore College  

Entering 12th Grade 

5 Weeks 

Ten SEO students apply and enroll in Skidmore College’s summer Pre-College 
Program in the Liberal and Studio Arts.  All of  the SEO students enroll for un-
dergraduate college credit in a writing seminar course as well as a second course 
(in the Humanities, Social Sciences, or Natural Sciences) that plays to their 
strengths and interests.  The program mirrors the daily life typical of  an engaged 
college student, though in a compressed time frame, with an intensive class 
schedule, sessions on academic advising and college admissions, and opportuni-
ties to attend cultural events on campus including lectures, readings, films, con-
certs, art exhibits, and gallery talks.      

All SEO seniors take a spring writing curriculum that prefigures college-level 
learning and features workshops on psychosocial development in preparation for 
college adjustment. Additionally, current seniors who have completed the summer 
program participate in a workshop organized by SEO staff  for rising 12th graders 
to coach students who are about to enter the program. 

Skidmore promotes faculty development with sessions on best practices around 
supporting student populations that vary considerably in terms of  age, socioeco-
nomic, racial, ethnic, and academic background.   In addition, the director of  the 
Pre-College Program outreaches directly and collaborates with faculty throughout 
the program to provide concerted, ongoing support when academic challenges 
arise. The college promotes intentional hiring and training of  residence hall staff  
with the goal of  fostering a supportive learning environment across student iden-
tity groups.   
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NYU / Children’s Aid Society  
“Excel in Writing, Thinking & Inquiry” 

6 Years 

NYU Metropolitan Center for Research on Equity and the Transformation of  
Schools 

Entering 10th - 12th Grade 

5 Weeks 

The Excel Academy provides participants with the opportunity to engage in rig-
orous college level media and computer literacy coursework, including coding and 
website design, on the NYU campus. In addition to the technical knowledge, stu-
dents also develop voice and critical understanding of  ethics through Socratic 
seminar style discussions, debates and written response pieces reflecting timeless 
philosophical ideals and the contemporary moment. These learnings, which em-
power students with new technical and soft skills critical for college and career 
success are further augmented by activities that foster young people’s cultural ex-
posure.  

Excel holds monthly sessions at the Fannie Lou Hammer school to discuss and 
analyze the semester's assigned text. Additionally, students attend four hour 
downtown sessions at NYU, where they are asked to critically analyze texts and 
create digital, written or spoken responses. Students are also exposed to various 
professional speakers, activists and college students who are invited to share with 
the youth.  
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Columbia University / Double Discovery Center 
“Freedom and Citizenship Program” 

8 Years 

Center for American Studies - Columbia University 

Entering 12th Grade 

4 Weeks 

Students attend a discussion-based humanities seminar that examines major texts 
of  Western political and moral philosophy.  Beginning with works from ancient 
Greece, continuing with the texts from the Enlightenment and concluding with 
American documents, the students explore the centuries-long debate about the 
meaning of  freedom and civic participation.  In addition the students work with 
undergraduate TAs on improving their study and writing skills, with exercises re-
lated to seminar themes.  

During the fall of  their senior year, students work one-on-one with undergradu-
ate mentors who assist them with the college application process.  Seniors also 
collaborate on a research project on contemporary public issues related to semi-
nar themes (e.g., debates about immigration, voting rights, mass incarceration, 
etc.).   An annual alumni reunion dinner in January brings graduates back to cam-
pus to share their college experiences with the current class of  seniors. Successful 
students receive letters of  recommendation from their summer professors.  
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Drew University / Harlem Educational Activities Fund (HEAF) 

Drew 7 Years; new partnership with HEAF 

Office of  the Dean - Drew University  

Entering 10th - 12th Grade 

1-2 Weeks 

Summer College provides a one-week residential experience. Students attend a 
range of  classes, mostly in fields not offered in high school and taught by regular 
Drew faculty, as well as sessions with Admissions, Financial Aid, and the Career 
Center. They live and work with undergraduate mentors, attend extra-curricular 
events on campus, and have access to all campus facilities. The program objective 
is to encourage students to attend college, to consider a liberal arts college, and to 
see themselves as college students. The program emphasizes the realities of  the 
college experience: the benefits, challenges, pressures, & opportunities of  being a 
college student and a college graduate.  

Program offers campus visits for middle and early high school students. These 
visits include admissions sessions for students and parents, and panels with facul-
ty and undergraduates on studying various fields in college. 4 - 5 sessions during 
the year.  
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Fordham University / BronxWorks  
“History Makers Scholars Program” 

11 Years 

Office of  Civic Engagement - Fordham University 

Entering 10th - 12th Grade 

5 Weeks 

The History Makers Scholars Program, created in collaboration between Ford-
ham University and BronxWorks, works to support local high school students, 
challenges them to strive for academic excellence, and makes obtaining a college 
degree a reality. We focus simultaneously on increasing educational access and ex-
ploring this access as a critical component of  social justice.  The History Makers 
Scholars Program exposes participating youth to history beyond the textbook by 
engaging in learning experiences outside of  the classroom through hands-on re-
search and field work throughout NYC. The five-week summer program assists 
the scholars to develop critical thinking skills and the ability to research, docu-
ment, and present their findings in a medium that suits their skills and interests. 
In addition, the History Makers Scholars Program exposes students to the many 
aspects of  college life. The program includes classroom academics, field work ex-
cursions, team research projects, dorm life, liberal arts college orientation, and 
recreational and social activities with college mentors, faculty, and administrators.   

Fordham University hosts college access workshops throughout the year, includ-
ing a College Shadow Day.  


