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Project Report

Introduction
B
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Project Overview: 
CommonGround  
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1. U.S. Chamber of Commerce Institute for a Competitive Workforce: “Why Business Should Support Early Childhood Education” 2010.
2. Another, parallel initiative of the Our Voices|Our Children project is directed at families and communities—this effort, called Strong Starts for Children, is being 

undertaken by Everyday Democracy.  For more on the project, visit: www.ourvoicesourchildren.org



4

The First Five Years:
Choice-Dialogues on Early Childhood in New Mexico REPORT

 conducted 

http://www.ourvoicesourchildren.
org/CG_strategicDialogues.html

Choice-Dialogues
In Summer 2010, Viewpoint Learning 

3 

3. Spanish-language materials were also available to participants who wanted them.  Each of the dialogues was ethnically diverse (although !ative Americans were 
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Findings

THREE SCENARIOS

1. SUPPORT STRUGGLING FAMILIES

Strong families are the most important thing in raising successful kids.  

Instead of focusing on kids alone, we will focus on supporting families—especially 
low-income families who face the greatest barriers to creating stable and healthy 
home environments for their babies and young children.  This will include not just 
parents, but everyone in the family who is helping take care of the kids.  

We will expand existing programs and make them more widely available to the 
families who qualify.  And we will do more to help families become financially 
stable and earn enough to provide what their kids need. 

We will invest our dollars to help New Mexico families who are struggling to give 
their kids a better life.  

2. LOCAL COMMUNITIES PLAY A LEADING ROLE 

Kids are raised in communities, and everyone must play a role in helping them grow 
up healthy and successful—including families, schools, religious organizations, 
charities, employers, and local government. 

Instead of the state deciding what new programs to put in place, each of New 
Mexico’s unique local communities—a small town, tribal community, or a 
neighborhood in a larger city—will come up with their own plan to improve early 
childhood care and education.  

Every community will get some money from the state, with poorer communities 
getting more per child. Each individual community will work together to decide how 
to spend that money and what resources they can add.  

Communities will be able to emphasize their values, priorities and traditions when it 
comes to raising young kids.     

3. HIGH QUALITY EARLY LEARNING PROGRAMS FOR ALL

All kids in New Mexico deserve access to high quality early learning—no matter 
where they live, how rich or how poor.  

Instead of setting up a lot of different programs that vary from place to place 
and may or may not work, we’ll invest our dollars in the early care and learning 
programs that research shows do the most for young kids.  We will make these 
programs available to all kids in the state so that no one falls behind. 

Kids will be able to start school at age 4 with a year of preschool before 
Kindergarten.  For families with younger children (birth to age 3) high quality 
preschool and childcare will be made more available and affordable.
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Scenarios:

Where they started:

 

SCENARIO EVALUATIONS Initial
Mean

Final
Mean

1. Support struggling families 7.5 7.0

2. Local communities play a leading role 6.7 6.8

3. High quality early learning programs for all 8.4 8.6

Participants were asked to rate each scenario independently on a scale of 1–10, 10 being totally 
positive and 1 being totally negative. The initial mean for each scenario indicates participants’ 
average rating of the choice in the morning; the final mean represents participants’ average rating 
of the same scenario at the end of the dialogue.
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Home is the foundation

6. As participants reviewed this chart they were reminded that some state spending on children aged 0–5 falls outside the umbrella of “early childhood care and 

Total New Mexico State Spending 2010
$5.3 billion

New Mexico State Department of Finance and Administration; 
New Mexico Voices for Children

K–12 education:  
$2.4 billion

45%

Higher education: 
$790 million

15%

Other: 
$230 million

4%

Public safety: 
$380 million

7%

Health, Hospitals, 
Human Services: 

$1.2 billion 
24%

New MexiKids: 
$213 million

4%

Early Childhood Care 
and Education:6

$33 million (< 1%)

Includes:

Home visits

Childcare assistance 
& referrals

New Mexico Pre-K

Training for early 
childhood educators

“This little pie chart right 
here shows that less 
1% of state spending 
goes to early childhood 
education. That was 
shocking to me.  It’s 
almost criminal really.” 5

“New Mexico is 45th 
out of 50 in education. 
Why isn’t that important 
to the people in charge?  
Why don’t we make our 
children a priority?  We’ll 
never get off the bottom 
of the barrel if we don’t 
get that priority straight.”

“Everybody in this room 
agrees [keeping things] 
the way they are doesn’t 
work. Something needs 
to change.”
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How to help parents? 

Parents’ groups and classes

Better outreach and information 
about the programs and services that 
are already available.

Classes in child development at 
the middle- and high-school levels

Q13:  How important is 
each of the following for the 
development of children during 
their earliest years? 

(% saying “extremely important“)         %

Stable home life 83

Good health care 79

Parents read to them 69

Safe neighborhood 55

Good pre-school 39

Other children to play with 34

Stay-at-home parent 17

“It’s the home that 
supports the children. I 
wouldn’t want to take 
away from the ability of 
parents to help their kids.  
My husband’s a teacher 
and he can really see 
a difference in the kids 
that have home problems 
and those that don’t.  So 
whatever we do, we 
[have to] support the 
home.”

“I think it’s real important 
to teach parenting skills.  
If you haven’t had a 
good model from your 
own parents, it’s really 
difficult not to just follow 
in that same track. There 
are skills in parenting and 
there are characteristics 
of children [at different 
ages] where if you 
understand that, it makes 
it easier to be a parent.”
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classes and materials. 

“Not everybody likes 
home visits.  It’s intrusive.  
It’s coming into your 
space.  A lot of people 
don’t feel comfortable 
because of issues that 
have gone on within the 
community, within their 
family. And some people 
may be embarrassed by 
their home status.”  

Participant A:  “In home 
visits, somebody is 
coming in to help you.  
They’re not coming in to 
make an evaluation of 
what you’re doing, to 
take your child.”

Participant B:  “That’s 
what they say.”

“I, personally, am in 
favor of home visits. I’ve 
had home visits in my 
home. But you know 
there are some instances 
where buttons might be 
pushed, and you feel 
a little invaded in your 
home. I can understand 
that. Some cultures have 
different practices—you 
ask some question and 
it’s rude. I think the main 
thing is that the educator 
has to be educated 
themselves about different 
cultures because not 
every culture does and 
believes everything the 
same way. You can’t go 
in everybody’s home and 
treat every family the 
same way.” 
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Parents can’t stay home.

7

Child care assistance: 

 

childcare:

7. At the same time, a majority (60%) of participants agreed with the statement that “Parents should rely on outside child care only when they have no other option.”   

“Some people work 
two jobs to support their 
children. They are being 
responsible—they just 
don’t have the time to be 
able to help their kids or 
spend time with them.”

LAGUNA PUEBLO: A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE 
ON HOME VISITS

The session on Laguna Pueblo was 
a marked exception to the general 
pattern we saw on home visits.  

Laguna participants strongly supported 
the idea of home visits, and many of 
them had had direct experience with 
the program either as visitors or as 
clients.  In their discussion they made 
it clear that they assumed local people 
would be the ones providing the visits.  
In this group, providers were not seen 
as outsiders—they were part of the 
existing network of family, community 
and tribal relationship.  

By contrast, participants in other 
sessions tended to describe home 
visitors as coming from outside this 
intimate circle of community and so 
viewed the interaction with more 
mistrust. 

“We can’t get assistance 
for day care because we 
make too much money. 
We have four kids.  So 
we have to pay $400 
a week for our kids, 
and it’s like, I’m working 
just to keep them there.  
So I had to quit and 
stay home with the kids 
instead.”
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Strong support for high quality 
preschool:  

 

In every dialogue, strong 
majorities supported making a year 
of pre-K available to all 4 year-olds in 
the state. 

Q17:  How helpful would the 
following be in improving 
outcomes for young children?  
(% saying “very helpful“)                     %

High-quality, low-cost preschool 
for all 76

Help families improve economic 
situation with job training/services 73

Child care assistance 63

Local community block grants 61

Home visits 26

“I don’t think [childcare] 
should be baby-sitting.... 
It’s not just drop them off 
and they wait until we 
pick them up after we go 
to Wal-Mart.  It should 
be really effective and 
curriculum-based.  It’s an 
economic development 
piece, to create a system 
of providers that do 
meaningful work, not just 
dropping the kids off.”
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9. In a couple of dialogues people also suggested making hardship waivers available so that families with heavy obligations would not be penalized for having a higher 
income.

Universal programs/universal early 
education

universal access to pre-K.  

80% said any new early 
childhood dollars should be used to 
help all children in the state; 

“A woman applies for 
a part-time job and gets 
hired, they cut off her 
benefits. But if she’s trying 
to find work to support 
her family we shouldn’t 
cut off her benefits until 
she’s stable.”

“I know of at least one 
person in this room who 
one member of the family 
works a full-time job, 
the other member of the 
family works two jobs. 
Their income is higher, 
but it doesn’t mean their 
need is any less.”

“I don’t mind paying 
taxes for it, but I want the 
same benefits and the 
outcome as everybody 
else.”

“I think the key is that 
every child should be 
given a fair shot. Forget 
about color and income.”

“I truly believe that 
education should be 
available to each one of 
[our children], whether 
they’re coming from a 
rich family or a poor 
family. They all deserve 
the same.”  
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Role of community

“We all liked the idea 
of local control and 
involvement, community 
involvement, although 
again with kind of 
approved guidelines 
so that you have some 
standards that need to be 
met by all communities.”  

“We want to involve 
the community because 
what is needed up in 
Farmington or down 
in Clovis is not what’s 
needed down here in 
Sunland Park or Anapra 
or Las Cruces.  Every 
community has their 
specific needs and that’s 
why it is so important that 
we have some community 
input.”  
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Role of business

“A corporation may 
be able to help with 
childcare or whatever, 
but if it’s a local tire shop 
or a local small business, 
are they going to be able 
to afford that?”  

ALBUQUERQUE: 
A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ON COMMUNITY

The smaller towns we visited generally 
supported community-based solutions, 
with guidelines and funding provided 
by the state and decisions about 
implementation made primarily on a 
local level.  

However, the Albuquerque group was 
an outlier.  While a majority in this 
group did agree that local communities 
can do a better job than the state in 
deciding what is needed for young 
children, they did so by a far narrower 
margin than other locations. Many 
people in this group felt that community 
had broken down—people did not 
know or trust their neighbors, and many 
said they felt isolated, with few places 
they could turn for advice or support. 

This conversation was also notable 
in the extent to which people focused 
on distrust of Santa Fe rather than the 
strengths Albuquerque brings to the 
table.  
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Paying for it

CONTEXT FOR THE CONVERSATION

How much will it cost?

To provide some context for the 
discussion of whether and how to 
pay for expanding early childhood 
programs and services, participants 
were given a range of possibilities for 
how much such an expansion might 
cost.

At the lowest end of the spectrum, New 
Mexico would pay no more than today, 
and any expansion of early childhood 
programs and services would be paid 
for by cuts in other programs.  

At the upper end of the spectrum, 
New Mexico could spend as much on 
each child aged 0–5 as on each child 
in grades K–12: this would total an 
additional $500 million a year.  

Where might the money come from? 

Participants were given a limited 
set of potential revenue sources 
(these included making cuts in other 
programs, and doing nothing and 
leaving revenues and programs as they 
are today). They were also encouraged 
to identify other mechanisms that they 
felt would work.

The list of revenue options included 
information about the pros and cons 
of each measure and how much each 
could be expected to raise in a year.  
These dollar figures were intended 
only to give a very general frame of 
reference: this was not a technical 
budgeting conversation, but rather 
focused on underlying values and 
priorities.  
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“I don’t make over 
$150,000 so I’m like, 
whatever, no problem.  
But if I did, I don’t want 
to be taxed just because 
I’m making more. Just 
because I have the ability 
to pay more, doesn’t 
mean it’s fair that I do.”

“People are spending 
our money on things that 
are unnecessary. Maybe 
that funding needs to go 
towards the minimum 
wage, [preschool] and 
things like that, so that 
we don’t have to work 
our butts off while our 
kids are at home falling 
further and further behind. 
And our governor is flying 
around on his private 
jet.”
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Initial
% 

Final
% 

Q11:  We should spend more state money on programs and 
services for children under 6, even if it means cuts in other 
areas like health and police/firefighting. (% agree)

77 56

Q12:  How willing would you be to pay more in taxes to fund 
programs and services for young children?  (% willing)

85 88

“Everyone should pay.  
Not just the wealthy, 
not the just the property 
owners, not just the 
smokers or the drinkers—
everybody should pay. 
[We shouldn’t] single out 
any one group to carry 
the burden. I don’t think 
that’s fair.  Not when 
everybody’s enjoying the 
benefits.”

LAS CRUCES: A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ON 
GROSS RECEIPTS TAX

Participants in the Las Cruces dialogue 
were much more supportive than other 
groups of increasing the Gross Receipts 
Tax.  They gave two primary reasons 
for this support:  

1) GRT is a universal tax: since 
everyone in New Mexico would 
benefit from improved early 
childhood programs, they felt it was 
only fair that everyone pay in.  

2) This group recognized that the 
expansions they wanted to see 
would be costly, and an increase 
in the GRT would bring in the most 
revenue of all the options they were 
considering.  As one participant 
put it, “We figured if we’re going to 
get taxes somewhere, we might as 
well get the most bang for our buck 
and look at the big ones, not $30 
million here and $16 million there. 
This makes the most logical business 
sense.” 
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A sense of urgency

“There’s a lot of 
corruption in government 
and programs. You know, 
people get money and 
it doesn’t go to what it’s 
intended for.”

“I think the surprising 
part is so many people 
are in agreement that 
our children need help, 
but we feel very helpless 
with the bureaucracy 
that we have to deal 
with.  My message to our 
decision makers is: why 
do we have that distrust 
in so many people at this 
time?“
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 to 

Differences among communities

Albuquerque

“The most important thing 
I saw today was how 
when people become 
informed they get fired 
up. Everybody was pretty 
fired up today!  And 
though we had a few 
differences, collectively I 
think everybody’s pretty 
much on the same page. 
And that is that things are 
not working the way they 
are right now.”
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Laguna

Las Cruces

10
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Española

Farmington
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Key conclusions:

 In 

  But 
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training 
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Earmark any new funds raised for 
early childhood.

Independent oversight.
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CHOICE-DIALOGUE: THE METHODOLOGY

Choice-Dialogue methodology differs from polls and focus groups in its purpose, advance preparation, and 
depth of inquiry.

PURPOSE

Choice-Dialogues are designed to do what polls and focus groups cannot do and were never developed 
to do. While polls and focus groups provide an accurate snapshot of people's current thinking,  Choice-
Dialogues are designed to predict the future direction of people's views on important issues where they 
have not completely up their minds, or where changed circumstances create new challenges that need to be 
recognized and addressed. Under these conditions (which apply to most major issues), people's top-of-mind 
opinions are highly unstable, and polls and focus groups can be very misleading. Choice-Dialogues enable 
people to develop their own fully worked-through views on such issues (in dialogue with their peers) even if 
they previously have not given it much thought. By engaging representative samples of the population in this 
way,  Choice-Dialogues provide unique insight into how people's views change as they learn, and can be 
used to identify areas of potential public support where leaders can successfully implement policies consonant 
with people's core values.

ADVANCE PREPARATION

Choice-Dialogues require highly trained facilitators and (above all) the preparation of special workbooks that 
brief people on the issues. These workbooks formulate a manageable number of research-based scenarios, 
which are presented as a series of values-based choices, and they lay out the pros and cons of each scenario 
in a manner that allows participants to work though how they really think and feel about each one. This tested 
workbook format enables people to absorb and apply complex information quickly.

DEPTH OF INQUIRY

Polls and focus groups avoid changing people's minds, while Choice-Dialogues are designed to explore how 
and why people's minds change as they learn. While little or no learning on the part of the participants occurs 
in the course of conducting a poll or focus group,  Choice-Dialogues are characterized by a huge amount 
of learning. Choice-Dialogues are day-long, highly structured dialogues—24 times as long as the average 
poll and 4 times as long as the average focus group. Typically, participants spend the morning familiarizing 
themselves with the scenarios and their pros and cons and developing (in dialogue with each other) their 
vision of what they would like to have happen in the future. They spend the afternoons testing their preferences 
against the hard and often painful tradeoffs they would need to make to realize their values. To encourage 
learning, the  Choice-Dialogue methodology is based on dialogue rather than debate—this is how public 
opinion really forms, by people talking with friends, neighbors and co-workers. These 8-hour sessions allow 
intense social learning, and both quantitative and qualitative measures are used to determine how and why 
people's views change as they learn.
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n = 215

QUANTITATIVE FINDINGS:  NEW MEXICO CHOICE-DIALOGUES ON EARLY CHILDHOOD

12. How willing would you be to pay more in taxes to 
fund programs and services for young children?

initial 
%

final
 %

Very willing 42 35

Somewhat willing 43 53

Somewhat unwilling 10 8

Very unwilling 5 4

No answer 0 0

13. How important is each of the following for the 
development of children during their earliest years?

13a: Getting good health care

%

Extremely important 79

Very important 18

Somewhat important 3

Not very important 0

No answer 0

13b:  Having a stable family and home life

%

Extremely important 83

Very important 15

Somewhat important 1

Not very important 0

No answer 0

13c: Attending a good pre-school

%

Extremely important 39

Very important 41

Somewhat important 17

Not very important 1

No answer 1

13d: Having parents who read to them

%

Extremely important 69

Very important 29

Somewhat important 2

Not very important 0

No answer 0

RATING THE CHOICES
Please indicate how positive or negative you feel 
toward each of these scenarios on a scale of 1 to 10.     
1 = totally negative (you hate it)
10 = totally positive (you love it)

initial 
mean

final  
mean

Scenario 1: Support struggling 
families

7.5 7.0

Scenario 2: Local communities 
play a leading role

6.7 6.8

Scenario 3:  High quality early 
learning programs for all

8.4 8.6

10. Which years in a child’s life are most important 
in shaping his or her future as an adult?

initial 
%

final
%

Age 0–5 66 85

Age 6–12 21 9

Age 13–18 11 5

No answer 2 1

11. How strongly do you agree/disagree 
with the following statement?  

       “We should spend more state money on 
programs and services for children under 
6 even if it means cuts in other areas, like 
health and police/fire fighting services.”

initial 
%

final 
%

Strongly agree 19 18

Somewhat agree 58 38

Somewhat disagree 16 23

Strongly disagree 7 20

No answer 0 1

13e: Living in a clean, safe, and friendly neighborhood

%

Extremely important 55

Very important 33

Somewhat important 11

Not very important 0

No answer 0

13f: Having a stay-at-home parent

%

Extremely important 17

Very important 33

Somewhat important 41

Not very important 8

No answer 1

13g: Having other children to play with

%

Extremely important 34

Very important 47

Somewhat important 17

Not very important 1

No answer 0

14. How should state money for the development 
and education of young children be spent?

%

It should mainly be used to 
provide for poor children and 
those most in need of help

18

It should mainly be used to 
benefit all children equally

80

No answer 2

15. How important is it for children to spend time in an 
organized pre-school program outside the home?

15a: At the age of 3

%

Very important 27

Somewhat important 46

Not very important 23

No answer 3

SESSION LOCATIONS/DATES 

      Albuquerque:  June 12, 2010
 
 Laguna Pueblo:  June 26, 2010

 Las Cruces:  July 10, 2010

 Española:  August 28, 2010

 Farmington:  September 11, 2010
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17. How helpful do you think each of the following 
would be in improving the development 
of young children in New Mexico?

17a:  Giving low-income families assistance 
in paying for professional child care

%

Very helpful 63

Somewhat helpful 32

Not very helpful 5

No answer 0

17b: Giving local communities money they can use 
to improve child well-being in their community

%

Very helpful 61

Somewhat helpful 31

Not very helpful 7

No answer 1

17c: Providing home visiting programs to all 
low-income families with young children

%

Very helpful 26

Somewhat helpful 51

Not very helpful 22

No answer 1

17d:  Spending tax dollars to make high-
quality pre-school programs available 
to all children, at little or no charge

%

Very helpful 76

Somewhat helpful 22

Not very helpful 1

No answer 1

17e:  Helping families with young children 
improve their economic situation by 
providing job training and services

%

Very helpful 73

Somewhat helpful 25

Not very helpful 1

No answer 0

18. Which comes closer to  your point of view?

%

The earliest years of a child’s life are the 
most important ones and can shape all of 
his or her later development

75

While early childhood is important, how 
good an education a child receives 
in K—12 schools will make more of a 
difference in his or her life

22

No answer 3

19. To what extent do you agree or disagree 
with each of the following statements?

19a: There is a big shortage of affordable day 
care centers where parents can feel confident 
their children would get good care

%

Agree strongly 57

Agree somewhat 31

Disagree somewhat 7

Disagree strongly 3

No answer 3

19b: Children who go to a top-notch day care center 
can develop as well or better than those who 
are cared for at home by a parent or relative

%

Agree strongly 18

Agree somewhat 45

Disagree somewhat 27

Disagree strongly 9

No answer 1

19c:  Parents should rely on outside child care 
only when they have no other option

%

Agree strongly 26

Agree somewhat 34

Disagree somewhat 30

Disagree strongly 8

No answer 2

19d: High quality pre-school programs can be the most 
effective way to keep poor and minority children 
from falling behind when they go to school

%

Agree strongly 40

Agree somewhat 46

Disagree somewhat 9

Disagree strongly 3

No answer 2

15b: At the age of 4

%

Very important 67

Somewhat important 28

Not very important 4

No answer 1

15c: At the age of 5

%

Very important 82

Somewhat important 13

Not very important 2

No answer 3

16. What should businesses be required to provide for 
their employees who have babies or young children?

16a: Allow time off when an employee’s 
children are sick

%

Should be required 62

Desirable but not required 34

Not a business responsibility 3

No answer 1

16b: Provide release time to attend school 
meetings and parent-teacher conferences

%

Should be required 45

Desirable but not required 47

Not a business responsibility 5

No answer 3

16c: Give employees three months 
of paid parental leave

%

Should be required 40

Desirable but not required 39

Not a business responsibility 20

No answer 1

16d: If a large business, provide on-site child care

%

Should be required 35

Desirable but not required 53

Not a business responsibility 11

No answer 1
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19e:  Local communities can do a better job than the 
state in deciding what is needed for the health 
and development of young children in their area

%

Agree strongly 43

Agree somewhat 39

Disagree somewhat 10

Disagree strongly 6

No answer 2

19f:  Businesses should do more to support 
early childhood development because 
they benefit from it in the long run

%

Agree strongly 31

Agree somewhat 46

Disagree somewhat 16

Disagree strongly 7

No answer 1

19g: When families need child care, it’s usually best if 
they rely on grandparents or other close relatives

%

Agree strongly 15

Agree somewhat 34

Disagree somewhat 40

Disagree strongly 10

No answer 1

20. Where should additional funding for early childhood 
programs and services come from?  Please indicate 
the extent  to which you favor or oppose each of 
the following measures for increased funding.

20a: Increase income tax rate for the 
wealthiest New Mexicans (top 5%)

%

Favor strongly 45

Favor somewhat 27

Oppose somewhat 12

Oppose strongly 15

No answer 1

20b: Increase the gross receipts tax 
on goods and services

%

Favor strongly 19

Favor somewhat 30

Oppose somewhat 27

Oppose strongly 22

No answer 2

20c: Additional taxes on alcohol and cigarettes

%

Favor strongly 62

Favor somewhat 19

Oppose somewhat 7

Oppose strongly 11

No answer 1

20d: Taxes on profits out-of-state businesses 
make in New Mexico

%

Favor strongly 68

Favor somewhat 23

Oppose somewhat 6

Oppose strongly 1

No answer 1

20e: Increased property taxes

%

Favor strongly 6

Favor somewhat 29

Oppose somewhat 25

Oppose strongly 39

No answer 1

20f: Increase payments from the state’s permanent fund

%

Favor strongly 31

Favor somewhat 34

Oppose somewhat 22

Oppose strongly 12

No answer 1

20g: Cuts in other state spending

%

Favor strongly 32

Favor somewhat 22

Oppose somewhat 22

Oppose strongly 23

No answer 1

21. How would you describe your 
family’s financial situation?

%

Excellent shape 9

Good shape 40

Only fair shape 37

In poor shape 11

No answer 3

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
D1. Your gender

%

Male 48

Female 52

D2. Your age

%

18–24 19

25–34 21

35–44 18

45–54 14

55–64 16

65 Or more 12

No answer 0

D3. Do you have children under 18 living at home?

%

Yes 56

No 43

No answer 1

D4. (If yes) how old are they?

%

0–5 42

6–12 34

13–18 24

n= 118
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D5. In general, would you describe 
your political views as:

%

Very liberal 4

Liberal 21

Moderate 45

Conservative 19

Very conservative 7

No answer 3

D6. Annual household income from 
all sources before taxes:

%

Under $25,000 31

$25,000 – $34,999 21

$35,000 – $49,999 19

$50,000 – $74,999 15

$75,000 – $99,999 7

$100,000 Or more 5

No answer 3

D7. The highest level of schooling you have completed:

%

Less than high school 
graduate

6

High school graduate 21

Some college 36

College degree 22

Graduate study/degree 13

No answer 2

D8. In congressional elections, how 
likely are you to vote?

%

Always vote 44

Usually vote 23

Sometimes vote 13

Rarely vote 4

Registered but never vote 5

Not registered to vote 9

No answer 2

D9. Ethnicity

%

White 33

Native American 20

Hispanic 38

Asian 1

African American 2

Other 1

No answer 4



4660 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 700
San Diego, California 92122

(858) 551-2317
www.viewpointlearning.com

Report prepared by Viewpoint Learning, Inc.

CommonGround
An OUR VOICES|OUR CHILDREN Initiative

Sponsored by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation


