
Welcome to the Second Workshop  

March 2012 



Public insight and feedback on future data openness, data 
reuse and data management policy 

 

Exploring wider ethical and moral issues related to open data, 
for instance 

– Relationship between openness and how the research is 
funded;  

– Balancing the interest of different groups about data 

 



Answering questions people have about open data since the 
last session 

 Discussing the pros and cons of open data 

Listening to the views of those involved in research in the UK 

Exploring some real life examples of open data (using actors) 

Considering the public interest in relation to open data 

 

 



Data is the result of measuring something: such as the statistics 
from an experiment or the reading from a thermometer. For data to 
become information and knowledge, it must be interpreted and 
take on a meaning. 

In our example last time: the number of people with asthma was 
considered as ‘data’, knowing why asthma differs in different areas 
was ‘knowledge’.  

 

 



Later in this workshop we will be looking at some case studies, here 
are examples of the sorts of data involved: 

• Surveys filled in by teenagers giving details of their smoking habits. 

• 7000 years worth of data on tree rings used to examine changes in 
the climate. 

• Data on the properties of new materials designed for use in 
aeroplane engineering. 

• Data on health collected while treating patients in the NHS.  

 

 



Confidentiality: means safeguarding your personal details and 
protecting your privacy.  In research this would mean ensuring that 
the data generated by you taking part in the study are kept separate 
from your personal details and cannot be identified.   

 

Consent: If you give your consent to something, it means you give 
your permission, you agree.  In research this means giving your 
informed permission to take part in an activity or allow others to 
use your data in specified ways.  

 



What do business/industry think about these issues? 

What do researchers see as the barriers to sharing data from their perspective? 

What does current practice look like? Where is the line drawn on what data should be 
open  and what should be closed? How are these decisions taken and who is taking 
them?  

More detail on how data (and the corresponding level of openness) might shift between 
private and public domains and institutions? 

What data is already available in the public domain?  

How does data protection work – how restrictive is it? Does it differ internationally? 

What happens to personal / confidential data if a company is bought up? Are the data 
rights transferred? How long do the permissions last for? 

Can you provide us with some real world examples? 
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Conditionally, publicly funded research data should be open 

Conditionally, privately funded research data should not be open  

 

Data should be open: if it helps promote health benefits/when there 

is a direct public benefit/ release is in the public interest. 

 Private data should be open where there are health benefits to the 

population. 

Make data open where it helps others to make good choices or 

judgements. 

Data should be verified before being made open 

 



Data openness should be governed through an independent body to 

ensure: 

- Public interest issues are carefully considered 

- The research is drawing  accurate conclusions 

- Data has been verified before being made open 

 

Raw data should include full details explaining what the data relates 

to, how it was collected, who collected it, and how formatted.  

Researchers should have a short period of exclusive access to their 

data, allowing them to publish results before the data is made public 

Anyone reusing public data should acknowledge the source 

 

 


