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Living With Environmental Change

Citizens’ Advisory Forum

Role of Citizens’ Advisory Forum and ‘ways of working’

Who are OPM and Living with Environmental Change (LWEC)?

OPM (Office for Public Management) is an independent and not-for-profit research

organisation that works across the UK. OPM is running this project on behalf of Living

with Environmental Change (LWEC), which is a partnership of 22 major UK public sector

funders and users of environmental research, including research councils and central

government departments. The purpose of LWEC is to co-ordinate and make the most of

UK research funding to make sure that government, business and society have the

knowledge and tools to adapt to environmental change. For more information on LWEC,

their web address is http://www.lwec.org.uk/.

What is the purpose of the Citizens’ Advisory Forum?

Thank you for coming here today and for agreeing to be part of the Citizens Advisory

Forum. The purpose of the Forum is to make sure that the priorities of the public are

reflected in LWEC's research programme. The Forum will be an opportunity for you to

learn about what research is currently being funded in the UK around environmental

issues, and to debate and discuss your priorities for the future of this research. Your

comments will be fed back to LWEC, who will use them to as shape the focus of their

future research strategies.

What is the format of the Citizens’ Advisory Forum?

The Forum will be made up of 15 people from Bristol and the surrounding areas. The

Forum will meet 3 times in total, and we ask you to take part in all 3 meetings. Meetings

will be designed to be as interesting and enjoyable as possible, and there will be time for

you to explore new information as well as share your opinions, reflections and

experiences. You will have the opportunity to interact with specialists in the field and other

interested stakeholders (e.g. people who make policy in this area). It is not necessary to

have any in-depth knowledge of environmental change in order to take part in the Forum.

You will be given the information you require in order to be able to comment and discuss

the issues.
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With your permission, we will make notes and record the discussions (using digital

recorders) to make sure there is an accurate record of what has been said. Findings from

the Forum will be looked at in detail and reported on by OPM. We will write a summary

report for you (explaining how the findings will be taken forward and acted on by LWEC)

and a more detailed report for LWEC. In all our reports, we will anonymise what is said,

and nothing will be attributed to individuals.

The topics for the 3 meetings have been chosen in line with real ‘live’ issues that LWEC is

dealing with over the next few months. Therefore, your opinions will sit alongside other

sources of evidence and will influence real decisions. For example, the discussions today

on flooding research will help shape the flooding research strategy that LWEC is currently

working on. We will keep you updated on how your contributions are being taken forward

throughout.

How will we work together?

Having run similar events in the past, OPM have some ideas about this, for example we

believe it’s really important that

 everyone understands there are no right or wrong answers – all opinions are valid

 it’s absolutely ok to ask questions (particularly if something is unclear or you don’t

understand)

 everyone gets an equal chance to have their say

 we agree that it’s fine to disagree and to challenge others, but we should do so

respectfully.

However, this is something we’d like to agree with you, and there will be a chance to

come up with ideas together at this the first Forum session. Once we’ve come up with a

list of ‘principles’ that we’re all happy with, we’ll circulate these after the meeting so we

can refer back to them for the rest of the meetings.

How can you give us feedback?

At the end of each meeting you will have a chance to fill out an evaluation form – this will

ask you what you think were the most and least helpful parts of the meeting, and how the

meeting could be improved for next time. You will get the opportunity to provide any other

feedback you think we should hear. We also welcome you to have a chat with any of the

organisers or facilitators if you have any questions or if there’s anything you’re concerned

about.

How do we keep in contact between meetings?

Please contact Sarah Holloway at OPM if you need to get in touch between meetings –

her email is sholloway@opm.co.uk and her phone number is 0207 239 7817. If she is

unavailable then please contact Rachel Salter at OPM (rsalter@opm.co.uk, 020 7239

0876).

Sarah will be in touch with you between meetings, e.g. to send you summary reports and

to send you any reading you need to do to prepare for meetings.
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