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By Scott Carlson

After a one-year hiatus due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, the 4th in 
the Park festival with its annual 
live parade for July 4th is set to 
return. 

But event organizers say this 
year’s parade will be smaller as one 
part of an overall scaled-down fes-
tival. They will be implementing 
several protocols to minimize any 
potential COVID-19 problems. 

“4th in the Park is doing a very 
condensed version of the 74th an-
nual celebration this year,” said 
Emma Seeley, a 4th in the Park 
committee member. “It’s all pretty 
last minute as we didn’t start plan-
ning until the Covid restrictions 
loosened.”

Seeley released the schedule of 
July 4th events: 

8 a.m. Langford Park races 
Registration at Langford Park Rec-
reation Center ($10 for adults, $5 
for 15 and under). Races start at 
8:30 a.m. 
4 miles: Divisions for men, 
women and masters (age 40 
and older). 

2 miles: Joggers and juniors 
(age 15 and younger).

11 a.m. Grand parade begins
Proceeding from Luther Place, 
down Como Avenue to Langford 
Park via Knapp Avenue. This year’s 

St. Anthony Park / Falcon Heights
Lauderdale / Como Park
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The International Institute of Min-
nesota in June broke ground on a 
$12.5 million headquarters expan-
sion that will enable the nationally 
acclaimed nonprofit to annually 
serve an additional 500 new refu-
gees and immigrants in its work-
force training programs. 

The institute’s enhanced pres-
ence at 1694 Como Ave. will serve 
as a welcome and education center 
for immigrants and refugees, insti-
tute officials said.

“We are grateful for all of our 
supporters that have helped make 
this expansion possible,” institute 
executive director Jane Graupman 
said in a statement. “Even before 
the pandemic, the institute expe-
rienced a significant increase in 
demand for our services.”

The institute achieved sever-
al milestones in 2020, surpassing 
25,000 refugees resettled since 1974, 
and assisting in 15,000 citi zenship 
applications being filed since 2001. 
As baby boomers age out of the 
workforce, new immigrant Ameri-
cans are becoming essential in help-
ing buoy Minnesota’s labor market 
and economic vitality in the global 
marketplace, institute officials said.

Meanwhile, the  headquarters 
expansion includes a 16,000 
square-foot wing containing six 
new classrooms, interactive train-
ing labs, a welcoming lobby and 
gathering spaces for clients and 
their families, according to an in-
stitute news release. 

Currently, the existing 18,000 

square-foot building is being re-
modeled to maximize use of space, 
ensure accessibility and flexibility 
for future use. All remodeling and 
expansion work is expected to be 
completed in 2022. 

The institute’s expansion proj-
ect is being funded by a $3 million 
state bonding appropriation, pri-
vate and corporate foundations 
and individual donors. The Otto 
Bremer Trust has awarded $1 mil-
lion to the project, including a 
$750,000 program related invest-
ment and a $250,000 grant. 

Other major contributors in-

clude the Fred C. and Katherine B. 
Andersen Foundation, F.R. Bige-
low Foundation, Hardenbergh 
Foundation, HRK Foundation and 
Saint Paul Foundation.

“The International Institute of 
Minnesota has a tremendous track 
record of helping new Americans 
achieve stability and quickly become 
contributing members of the work-
force, particularly in the much-need-
ed healthcare professions,” Otto 
Bremer Trust co-chief executive of-
ficer and trustee Charlotte Johnson 
said in a statement. “By substantially 
increasing the institute’s facility, the 

organization will be able to double 
the number of workforce program 
participants annually.” 

Founded in 1919, the Interna-
tional Institute of Minnesota’s pro-
grams and services for immigrants 
and refugees include workforce 
development, employment train-
ing, immigration and citizenship 
services, refugee resettlement, En-
glish language classes and a college 
readiness academy. n

Scott Carlson is managing editor 
of the Bugle. 

Local dignitaries gathered for recent groundbreaking expansion project at the International Institute of 
Minnesota. Left to right are: Edmundo Lijo, St. Paul assistant city attorney; state Rep. Alice Hausman; 
Hamse Warfa, state deputy commissioner of Workforce Development; state Sen. Foung Hawj; state Rep. Jon 
Koznick; Jane Graupman, executive director—International Institute of Minnesota; Kate Tilney, Next Century 
Campaign co-chair; and Blessing Aghayedo, an RN and International Institute of Minnesota volunteer. 
Photo by Bruce Kluckhohn.

International Institute breaks ground for 
expansion

Action from a prior year’s 4th in Park’s July 4 parade. Photo submitted 
by 4th in the Park.

4th in the Park festivities return with . . .  
some protocols

4th in the Park to p. 5
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C I T Y  F I L E S

District 10
Community Council 
McKee new executive director 
Shevek McKee is the new executive 
director for District 10. He succeeds 
Michael Kuchta, who left the post 
after five years to become town ad-
ministrator in LaPointe, Wis. 

McKee has extensive experience 
in district councils and community 
engagement. He served as chair-
man of the Capitol River Council 
in District 17 from 2019-2021 and 
was involved in the South East 
Community Organization for a 
decade before that. 

McKee said he is looking for-
ward to getting to know the com-
munity, making new connections 
and joining District 10’s exist-
ing efforts to expand equity and 
inclusion. 

Ice cream social and 
ComoConnect July 9
District 10 Como Community 
Council will host its fourth annu-
al ice cream social after a hiatus last 
year due to the Covid pandemic. 
This free event will be held at the 
historic Streetcar Station, 1224 Lex-
ington Parkway N., from 5:30 to 8 
p.m., Friday, July 9. 

This year’s event will include ice 
cream malts from the Kiwanis club 
(with non-dairy options too), live 
music from local performers and 
the unveiling of the council’s new 
mascot, the great horned owl, with 
an art contest and a live owl from 
the University of Minnesota’s Rap-
tor Center. 

The ice cream social will include 
ComoConnect: The Neighbor-

hood Resource Fair. The event is 
meant to connect Como residents 
with local services, information 
and resources. Representatives 
from local organizations such as 
the Como Friends, Saint Paul Pub-
lic Library and the Saint Paul Tool 
Library will be present with give-
aways and information. 

Tree Trek tour revived 
The Como Community Council’s 
Environment Committee recently 
held a guided tour of the unique 
tree flora in Como Park. This event, 
designed to help community mem-
bers identify and appreciate plant 
life in the park, featured new sig-
nage identifying more than 15 tree 
species in Como Park.

The Tree Trek program was es-
tablished in 2011 by Chet Mirocha, 
who was a member of the Envi-
ronment Committee at the time. 
After Chet died in 2019, his daugh-
ter, Minnesota Master Naturalist 
Stephanie Mirocha, renewed the 
tour for Como residents. 

More tree tours are planned for 
the summer. To learn more, please 
visit the Como Community Coun-
cil website.

Anti-Racism Work Group 
The District 10 Anti-Racism Work 
Group meets monthly with the goal 
of achieving systematic change to-
ward equity in the community. 

This spring, the committee re-
leased a statement on the anniver-
sary of the murder of George Floyd 
acknowledging that district coun-
cils “have traditionally been led by 
and served the interests of white 
homeowners” and that “there is 
more work to do. As an organiza-
tion, we see this first anniversary of 
George Floyd’s killing as a time to 
re-dedicate ourselves to creating a 
Como that is truly home to all.” For 
the full statement, go to the District 
10 website and Facebook page.

The Anti-Racism Work Group 
meets on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 7 p.m. to discuss and act 
on equity issues in our community. 
Among current issues is a proposal 
regarding rent stabilization. 

Upcoming District 10 Meetings
Renters, homeowners and other 
community members are always 
welcome to participate in District 
10’s board and committee meet-
ings. To obtain links, phone num-
bers or other access information, 
send a request by email to: district 
10@district10comopark.org. Or, 
call 651-644-3889. 

Upcoming meetings: 
•  Neighborhood Relations: 

Tuesday, July 6
•  Land Use: Wednesday, July 7
•  Environment: Wednesday, 

July 14 
•  Board meeting: Tuesday,  

July 20 

•  Anti-Racism Work Group: 
Wednesday, July 28

All meetings begin at 7 p.m. 
Agendas and other relevant docu-
ments are posted, when possible, 
in the “Board News” section of 
District 10’s website: www.district 
10comopark.org.

District 12
Community Council 
District 12 committees discuss a 
variety of issues at their monthly 
meetings. Below are updates on 
recent topics and events. Visit the 
District 12 website at sapcc.org to 
learn more. Join the conversations 
by emailing jessica@sapcc.org for 
meeting links.

Land Use Committee update
This spring, the District 12 Land 
Use Committee discussed new and 
ongoing developments that expand 
housing, access to the arts and of-
fice space in the neighborhood. 
The committee also talked about 
measures to hold developers ac-
countable to city ordinances. 

Committee members are con-
tacting other St. Paul districts 
along the light rail Green Line to 
find out more about what develop-
ment goals and design standards 
our districts share and would like 
to see implemented along this vi-
brant, key city thoroughfare. 

Equity Committee update 
The Equity Committee heard a pre-
sentation in May from the Housing 
Equity Now St. Paul group regarding 
a proposal for rent stabilization. The 
committee is working on ways to get 
educated about and support afford-
able housing in our community. 

The Equity Committee also 
hosted a community meal at Union 
Flats using Innovation Fund grant 
monies from the city. It hopes to 
host more dinners around Dis-
trict 12.

Finally, the committee has been 
working on goals and priorities for 
the rest of 2021 in a bid to make our 
community a warm and welcom-
ing place for all people. District 12 
residents are welcome to join in 
the discussion at the next Equity 
Committee meeting.

Environment Committee 
update
Environment Committee mem-
bers are working on several proj-
ects this summer. They are actively 
assisting with the 100 Trees Initia-
tive in south Saint Anthony Park, 
led by Ben Shardlow, board mem-
ber of the Creative Enterprise 
Zone. 

Several volunteers helped move 
gravel into one of the three beds 
and will be helping transplant 
trees. Volunteers are needed to 
help with the care and transplant-
ing of these trees. See the District 
12 website for more information. 

Also, new basking logs installed 
in Kasota Ponds this winter are 
now hosting turtles and birds. 
Stop by the ponds to see the wild-
life taking advantage of these logs 
on sunny days. Send your pictures 
to SAPCC to be in our newsletter!

Meanwhile, a public art sculp-
ture that was funded by recon-
struction of Como Avenue has 
been installed at the corner of 
Como and Carter avenues. It 
is called the Langstroth Kiosk, 
named after Lorenzo Lorraine 
Langstroth, the father of Ameri-
can beekeeping. 

District 12 opposes Highway 280 
speed increase 
Committee members collaborated 
on a draft resolution opposing a 
possible increase in the speed limit 
on Highway 280. 

Members of the SAPCC Trans-
portation Committee and Environ-
ment Committee are concerned 

Shevek McKee

City Files to p. 15



JULY 2021 n PARK BUGLE 3

Join us Sunday, July 4th for a smaller scale  
74th annual 4th in the Park celebration! 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
8 a.m. LANGFORD PARK RACES: Registration at Langford Park 
Recreation Center ($10 for adults, $5 for 15 & under). Races start at 8:30.   
4 miles: Divisions for men, women, & masters (40 & over).   
2 miles: Joggers and juniors (15 & younger). 
 

11 a.m. GRAND PARADE BEGINS: Proceeding from Luther Place, down 
Como Avenue to Langford Park via Knapp Avenue. This year’s parade is a 
condensed version which will include color guard, neighborhood units, 
children’s specially decorated bikes, trikes, and wagons! Don’t miss Saint Paul’s 
only parade on the 4th! 
 

Hey Kids! Meet at 11 a.m. at Ned’s Park Service with your decorated bike and 
flag so you can be a star of the parade!  
 

12 p.m. BANDSTAND PROGRAM: Following the parade, a short 
program including music by Light of the Moon with special guests Dave Lee and 
Gordy Myers, and a performance by spoken word artist Desdamona will take 
place at the Langford Park bandstand. 
 

Participate in our Scavenger Hunt! Pick up a copy of the list at Tim & 
Tom’s Speedy Market the day of the 4th or find it posted on our website and 
Facebook. All participants who complete the scavenger hunt by 5pm will have 
their name put in a hat for a gift certificate to their favorite neighborhood 
business!  
For more information on the scavenger hunt, our COVID safety plan and a map of 
the parade route, please go to: 4thinthepark.org 

Questions? Contact: 4thinthepark@gmail.com 
REMODELING WITH CHARACTER

Your Old House Experts 
Since 1988

• Additions  • Attics
• Kitchens  • Basements
• Bathrooms

BenQuieandSons.com
651-645-5429 License BC443135

Join us for a free, outdoor family-
friendly event celebrating new 
Chroma Zone murals, hands-on 
art activities, an artist and maker’s 
market, live performances and 
more, in the Creative Enterprise 
Zone of Saint Paul.

MIDSUMMER
HAPPENING

2021 CHROMA ZONE 
MURAL & ART FESTIVAL

BE THERE! SATURDAY, JULY 24 •10AM - 2PM

@ 2417 UNIVERSITY AVE 
MORE AT CHROMAZONE.NET(just west of Raymond Ave)

Moisture damaged
window sills, casings
& trim replaced

Hyde & 
Harmsen 
Construction
Andy 651-698-3156
Since 1975

Rotten 
Wood?

Hyde & Harmsen Construction april 2019.qxp_Layout 1  3/12/19  12:35 PM  Page 1

FFrroonntt  AAvveennuuee  PPootttteerryy  

M-F  9-5 
651-489-4374 

Unique Handmade Dinner & Serving Ware 
Clay Studio & Gallery  895 Front Ave. Saint Paul 
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Luther Seminary renews quest on land sale 
By Scott Carlson 

Luther Seminary is trying again 
to sell its lower campus property. 

The Seminary, in late May, an-
nounced hiring Wayzata-based 
Inland Development Partners in 
a new attempt to sell its 15.5-acre 
parcel on the southern end of its 
educational campus for housing. 

In a statement, the Seminary 
said it “remains committed to sell-
ing the lower campus for addition-
al mixed-use housing, including 
affordable housing, and is in a solid 
position as the search for the right 
buyers continues.” 

Currently, there are no specific 
proposed development plans. 

“We are pleased to work togeth-
er with IDP as we pursue the sale 
of the lower campus,” said Luther 
Seminary President Robin Steinke, 
“We continue to believe the lower 
campus is a historic opportunity in 
the heart of the metropolitan area 
and the need for more housing is 
endorsed by community partners.”

The Seminary’s partnership 
with Inland Development comes 
after its prior contract with Mas-
ter Properties expired this past 
winter amidst that developer’s 
having suffered numerous delays 
with its proposed project during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Mas-
ter Properties project, which it 
unveiled two years ago, called for 

building up to 450 to 500 units of 
new housing—from market rate 
family units to co-op housing for 
seniors—while preserving the 
campus’ 10-acre Breck Woods natu-
ral open space. 

After Master Properties’ pur-
chase agreement with the Semi-
nary lapsed, the religious institu-
tion was free to entertain talks with 
other developers about the campus 
redevelopment.

The Seminary said that teaming 
with Inland Development gives it a 
firm “with decades of real estate de-
velopment experience” that will be 
able to focus on the steps needed to 
obtain community and government 
support, create individual building 

sites . . . and support Luther Semi-
nary’s efforts to sell those parcels to 
the entities that will build on them.”

“Our existing relationships in 
this category along with our ex-
perience working on large, com-
plex projects with multiple entities 
will serve Luther Seminary well,” 
IDP partner Kent Carlson said in 
a statement.

As this process continues, the 
Seminary said its lease of Stub 
Hall, a former campus dormitory, 
to Ramsey County for a temporary 
shelter to house homeless people 
has been extended through May 
of next year.

Luther Seminary has slowly 
been selling underused portions 

of its property for several years as 
its campus needs have diminished 
due to changing program needs. 
Not all students live on campus 
anymore nor are all of them main-
taining full-time class schedules. 

In 2014, the Seminary sold five 
apartment buildings on Eustis 
Street to Greenway Village. Senior 
housing developer Ecumen bought 
1.6 acres at Luther Place and Como 
Avenue in 2015 to build Zvago, a 
49-unit co-op. HealthPartners pur-
chased 4.5 acres of land across from 
its Como Avenue building in 2016 
to build a replacement clinic. n

Scott Carlson is managing editor 
of the Bugle. 

Knotweed battle moves to yards
By Anne Holzman

The masses of Japanese knotweed 
that snarled Seminary Pond in 
Lauderdale a few years ago have 
been mostly eradicated, leaving the 
next stage of the struggle against 
the invasive species to private 
properties adjacent to the pond.

Ramsey County officials have 
used several techniques, including 
herbicide applications, to fight the 
weed that is native to Asia and has 
no natural predators or competi-
tors here to keep it in check. Knot-
weed was once popular as a garden 
plant but has escaped cultivation 
and commonly outcompetes other 
species in Minnesota parklands.

Justin Townsend, a Ramsey 
County environmental specialist, 
recently told the Bugle that he’s 
pleased with the progress on con-
trolling the knotweed problem on 
the shores of the pond, which is west 
of Fulham Street and north of West 
Hoyt Avenue. At a recent meeting, 
Lauderdale City Council member 
Andy Moffatt ventured that the city 
might have had the worst knotweed 
patch in the county. 

But now, that may be a dubious 
distinction of the past. Townsend 
said the eradication effort at Semi-
nary Pond was so successful that a 

year ago, erosion became a problem 
as the knotweed’s roots came loose 
from the soil and emergency plant-
ings were needed to replace them. 

Further, Townsend said he has 
spotted native wildflowers poking 
up where the knotweed used to be, 
including Jack-in-the-pulpit and 
Solomon’s seal. 

The state Board of Water and 
Soil Resources and the Minnesota 
Department of Agriculture helped 
fund the eradication project, which 
started after a contractor doing 
survey work reported seeing the 
knotweed patch in 2017.

A company hired by the county 
applied Rodeo and Trycera herbi-
cides, then county staff and Con-
servation Corps interns followed 
with Milestone in upland areas 
and Rodeo nearer to the water, 
Townsend said. 

“We have made incredible prog-
ress,” he said. “It is down to chas-
ing a few dozen plants scattered 
throughout the site.” 

Now, Townsend said he hopes 
the owners of adjacent properties 
will get in touch with him for help 
carrying the knotweed fight into 
their yards. He said there is grant 
money available for that effort, too.

Townsend said that although 
he tries to avoid using herbicides 

because of their danger to other 
species, the pernicious nature of 
knotweed doesn’t leave him many 
alternatives. But he added that 
knotweed in yards, which typi-
cally are “just lawn,” can more eas-
ily be dealt with by smothering 
the weed. 

Townsend urges property own-
ers near Seminary Pond to get in 
touch with him to identify the 
weed and get assistance tackling it.

“You can’t sell a house in the 
United Kingdom if it has knot-
weed,” Townsend said. “Let’s not 
let it get to that point here.”

Townsend can be reached by 
email at Justin.Townsend@co 
.ramsey.mn.us. n

Anne Holzman is a Bugle freelanc-
er who covers news from Falcon 
Heights and Lauderdale.
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From the Desk of the Editor
By Scott Carlson 

Weathering the Covid pandemic 
“How could getting a haircut turn 
into such a big deal?” I wondered 
to myself.

Normally it wouldn’t be. 
But plenty of people couldn’t 

help but notice the change in my 
appearance after my trip to the bar-
bershop on May 27: It was my first 
haircut in almost 15 months. 

Sitting in the barber’s chair, 
in the span of 20 minutes, I went 
from a wannabe-looking rock star 
to nearly a boot camp-appearing 
recruit. I called my hairdo the 
“Covid cut,” a shearing and trim-
ming that came after I decided 
it was safe again to get a haircut 
in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Initially, I cautiously proceeded 
to extend my social and business 
errands as Covid vaccinations be-
came available and mask wear-
ing mandates and other social 
restrictions eased off. My slow 
re-entry into the world was due to 

not knowing whether the danger 
of freely circulating in public was 
really subsiding. 

Additionally, I couldn’t forget 
that my mother died of complica-
tions of Covid in May, 2020. Her 
death grimly reminds me that 
more than 600,000 other Ameri-
cans have suffered a similar fate.

During this past year, the Bu-
gle has devoted extensive cover-
age on the pandemic with some 
30 stories chronicling the impact 
that COVID-19 has had on, among 
others, nursing homes, schools, 
churches, retail shops, restaurants, 
bars and community recreation 
programs. 

So, in the midst of a lot of death 
and sacrifice, even being able to 
do some of the littlest things, like 
in pre-pandemic times—having a 
haircut—seems like a significant 
victory. 

Still, since this past spring, I have 
also returned to doing a few other 
things. I am playing indoor ten-
nis, eating out and worshipping in 
church, all without wearing a mask. 

In this issue of the July Bugle, we 
share more stories of community 
resilience in the midst of the pan-
demic. Bugle freelancer Eric Erick-
son tells how this difficult school 
year abruptly ended in June but 
that graduating seniors at Como 
High School found a way to hold 
a special celebration.

And freelancer Sarah CR Clark 

shares the story of how the Durkee 
family started monthly concerts on 
their front lawn as a way to support 
musicians during the Covid period 
and offer up a recreational breather 
for their neighbors. 

Let’s hope these stories are signs 
of better things to come. And here’s 
hoping that I won’t have to wait 15 
months for my next haircut! n
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L E T T E R S

Recapping the school year 
As an elected Saint Paul School 
Board member and a parent of four 
Saint Paul Public Schools students, 
I want to start by acknowledging 
the enormous amount of work that 
our students, parents and families 
put forth on the home front to sup-
port our virtual distance learning 
model with teachers, staff and ad-
ministration leaders throughout 
SPPS. 

We asked our students, parents 
and families to rearrange their 
work schedules and to repriori-
tize health above all else. Thank 
you. Your work will not be lost on 
me as we move out of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

If I could sum up the last school 
year in one word it would be “re-
vealing.” The lessons I’ve learned 
from Covid-19 are emphasizing a 
flexible learning model, mastering 
protocols to mitigate the spread of 
disease and having patience to al-
low reliable data to drive decision 
making. 

In retrospect, Covid-19 only 
revealed systemic inequities ex-
isting in SPPS for decades such as 
language barriers for English as a 
second language learners, lack of a 
reciprocal communication system 

to report on progress of learning 
models between student, parent, 
family, teacher and administrative 
leaders, along with predictable stu-
dent outcomes based on race.

Going into the fall, I intend to 
learn from Covid-19 and focus on 
identifying actionable data to drive 
decision-making. I want to pro-
mote a more effective and rapid 
reciprocal communication sys-
tem. I want to promote learning 
programs and curriculum such 
as language immersion and eth-
nic studies that can be used in our 
students’ homes and school lives. 

I want to listen to and learn 
from families, students and edu-
cators from throughout the city. 
You are welcome to write to me at 
jim.vue@spps.org.

Jim Vue 
Vice-chairman  

St. Paul School Board 

Challenges for class of 2033
Congrats to the Saint Paul Public 
Schools class of 2033. The class of 
2033 just finished what was for 
many their first year of school and 
did so in the face of numerous 
challenges. The class of 2033 faced 
near constant changes in learning 

platforms. Many faced food inse-
curity, housing instability, the loss 
of loved ones and all faced at least 
some level of family stress. In spite 
of it all, the class of 2033 pushed 
forward and made it through.

While I would like to think the 
worst challenges are behind the 
class of 2033, I know that not to 
be true. In particular, when we look 
at the planet’s current path regard-
ing climate change, we know those 
challenges will likely worsen. 

Without bold and aggressive ac-
tion to address our changing cli-
mate we know food insecurity will 
worsen, housing instability will in-
crease, health conditions for kids 
and families will deteriorate and 
extreme weather will disrupt their 
overall learning. Sadly, the class of 
2033 already knows how weather 
can impact the school year and dis-
rupt peer relationships.

The only positive to this bleak 
outlook for the class of 2033 is 
that it could still change. Howev-
er, to make that outlook brighter 
the class of 2033 needs the adults 
in their lives to demand historic 
change and movement towards 
climate justice. 

One current solution available 
to SPPS is to embrace and develop 

community solar gardens on SPPS 
facilities. In doing this SPPS can 
take a tangible step to improve the 
environment for the class of 2033.

In summary, I wonder what 
the class members of 2033 will say 
as they finish high school in June 
2033? 

Will they say “Our parents, 
teachers and elders did everything 
they could and acted quickly to 
give us a healthy future”?

Or will they say, “Our parents, 
teachers and elders were too slow 
to act and now we have to suffer”? 
None of us knows the answer to 
those questions but each of us has 
a voice to influence that outcome. 

I encourage all of us to make 
our voices heard. If you have not 
already, you can sign the SPFE 
petition for SPPS Solar at https://
forms.gle/czNCUYt8QxRctmLL7. 

Also, you can speak to school 
district administration and board 
members about this and other cli-
mate actions. Whatever you do, we 
must remember time is short and 
the class of 2033 can’t wait for us 
any longer. 

Tom Lucy 
Como Park

Issue Copy and ad deadlines Publication
 Copy and ad 
Issue deadlines Publication

August 2021 July 14 July 27
September 2021 Aug. 11 Aug. 24
October 2021 Sept. 15 Sept. 28 
 (Food & Drink Guide)

Bugle editor Scott Carlson shows the before-and-after of going 15 
months between haircuts. Photos by Betsy Carlson. 

Upcoming Bugle deadlines 
Here are our Bugle deadlines for the next three issues. As always, we 
appreciate when writers and readers submit their articles early. Aside 
from breaking news, most articles can be submitted ahead of the sched-
uled deadlines. 

Please note our publication dates represent when the newspapers 
go out for delivery. Mail distribution of the paper can take up to several 
business days. Meanwhile, bulk drop-offs of the paper around town are 
usually completed in two to three days after publication. n
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Barbara Swadburg / Agent
Mobile: 651-271-8919
barb@lyndenrealty.com

LYNDEN REALTY LTD
867 Grand Avenue • Saint Paul , MN . 55105

Fax: 651-646-1284 • http://www.lyndenrealty.com/barb-swadburg

1666 Coffman Condominium 
Available to current or former 
employees of the University 
of Minnesota, age 55 plus. 
Call today for current availability. 

2140 Hoyt Avenue West
Can’t find your dream house?A find in fantastic Saint Anthony 

Park. 4 bedroom,2 bath redwood gem, private and serene with a flat, 
wooded vacant lot being sold together. Embrace this home on its huge lot or 

live next door as you design and build your forever home.  
A rare opportunity not to be missed.  

Options, options, options!

Healthcare, Housing  
& Services for Older 

Adults since 1906

1415 Almond Avenue 
St. Paul, MN 55108

(651) 632-5301 
admissions@lyngblomsten.org

www.lyngblomsten.org/openings

Our care center provides person-centered, 
individualized support to enhance the quality of life 
for those needing short-term care, long-term general 
care, memory care, and other specialized care.

Lyngblomsten Care Center  
has Openings!

www.sapaseniors.org 651.642.9052x

Saint Anthony Park Area Seniors

OARS: Older Adult Resource Series

Virtual live presentation by experts and vendors of products 
and services to facilitate healthy and safer living.  
Medication administration, communication, and tools 
that enable a remote family member to be notified  
if/when a loved one needs assistance will be discussed 
with time for Q & A. Those registered receive contact info 
for presenters and lists of other technology resources.

Call us to get the 
Zoom link!

Technology for Older Adults 
and Those They Care For

Online meeting via Zoom:  
Wednesday, July 21, 1:30-3:00 PM 

Welcome new Bugle board members!
As the Bugle begins the 2021-22 
fiscal year, I offer offer a hearty, 
“Welcome,” to the newest mem-
bers to our board of directors: Beth 
Breidel, Cindy Schwie, Michael 
Smith and Helen Warren. 

• Breidel has been reading the Park 
Bugle since moving into their fam-
ily’s first home in Como in 1993. 
They moved to St. Anthony Park 
in 2002 and kept reading the Bugle! 

Beth has been deeply involved 
in the community, first serving at 
the Midway Chamber of Com-
merce and now as the director of 
events for the St. Paul Area Cham-
ber of Commerce where her work 
puts her in contact with, among 
others, many nonprofit organiza-
tions. Beth and her husband Marty 
have raised their two daughters in 
St. Anthony Park. 

• Schwie is a lifelong resident of the 
Twin Cities who loves technology 
and recently retired after 15 years 
at Apple Inc. A former projects 
manager for the Friends of the 
Parks and Trails, Cindy current-
ly manages Pedaling Repairs, an 
eco-friendly home repair business, 
with her husband Ward. Among 
her many interests are hiking, bik-
ing, knitting, promoting human 
rights and environmental concerns 
and spending time with friends 
and family members and her St. 
Anthony Park grandchildren. 

• Smith lives and works in St. An-
thony Park. In 2019, he bought the 
Carter Avenue Frame Shop from 
his father, Tim Smith. Michael 
began working at Carter Avenue 
Frame Shop in 2016, then became 
a 25 percent owner a year later. Mi-

chael studied criminology at the 
University of Minnesota-Duluth 
and worked for Hammer Inc., a 

non-profit housing and service or-
ganization that provides support to 
individuals with disabilities.

• Warren’s commitment to the Bu-
gle is rooted in family; both her 
parents were Associated Press 
editors. To pursue her interests 
in journalism and education, she 
taught college classes in media, 
public address and women’s stud-
ies. Eventually, Helen led grant 
seeking and administration at Iowa 
Wesleyan University in Mt. Pleas-
ant, Iowa, at Macalester College in 
St. Paul, and at St. Olaf College in 
Northfield. 

In March of this year Helen re-
tired as director of institutional 
giving at Minnesota Public Radio. 
Warren has lived in St. Anthony 
Park with her partner, Joyce Halv-
erson, since 2005. n

Scott Carlson, Bugle managing 
editor. 

The new members of the Park Bugle board are (left to right): 
Michael Smith, Cindy Schwie, Beth Breidel and Helen Warren. 

4th in the Park from p. 1

parade is a condensed version that 
will include color guard, neighbor-
hood units and children’s specially 
decorated bikes, trikes and wagons. 
But no one will be throwing out 
candy to parade spectators, one of 
several Covid protocols. 

12 p.m. Bandstand program 
Following the parade, a short pro-
gram including music by Light of 
the Moon with special guests Dave 
Lee and Gordy Myers, and a per-
formance by spoken word artist 
Desdamona will take place at the 
Langford Park bandstand.

Scavenger Hunt! 
Pick up a copy of the list at Speedy 
Market the day of the 4th or it will be 
posted on the 4th in the Park’s web-
site and Facebook. All participants 
who complete the scavenger hunt 
by 5 p.m. will have their names put 
in a hat for a gift certificate to their 
favorite neighborhood business! 

For more information on the scav-
enger hunt, the committee’s Covid 
safety plan and map of the parade 
route, please go to: 4thinthepark.org.

Typically, the 4th in the Park’s 
usual, annual day-long holiday 
celebration, which includes games 
and music, has attracted upwards 
of 5,000 people. But last year, orga-
nizers held a largely virtual festival, 
including a virtual parade. 

Fourth in the Park organizers 
said they hope their annual event 
next year, its 75th anniversary, will 
be back to normal. 

“We hope to return to our usual, 

full scale parade and all-day park 
events,” Seeley said. n

Scott Carlson is Bugle managing 
editor. 

2230 Carter Ave. 
Suite 8 

St. Paul, MN 55108 
(651) 414-9431

Winding Trail Books & Gifts

www.windingtrailbooks.com

Author Signing: 
10:30–11:30 Kao Kalia Yang & Jen Teschendorf 

1:00-2:00 Cary Grif� th & Allison Mann

Wine Tasting, Used Book Sale & More
Please Join Us in our Celebration!

2 Year Anniversary — 2 Year Anniversary — 
Saturday, July 17thSaturday, July 17th
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
~ In Loving Memory Of ~

Mary Ann Milton
March 30, 1921 - January 2, 2021

Memorial Service
July 30, 2021 at 1 pm

St. Andrew's Village
240 East Avenue

Mahtomedi, MN 55115

Gathering of Friends and Family
July 31, 2021 from 12-3 pm

Milton Square Courtyard
2232 Carter Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108

hbomalley@gmail.com or 763-464-8470

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
~ In Loving Memory Of ~

Mary Ann Milton
March 30, 1921 - January 2, 2021

Memorial Service
July 30, 2021 at 1 pm

St. Andrew's Village
240 East Avenue

Mahtomedi, MN 55115

Gathering of Friends and Family
July 31, 2021 from 12-3 pm

Milton Square Courtyard
2232 Carter Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55108

hbomalley@gmail.com or 763-464-8470

In SAP, music concerts in the front yard 
By Sarah CR Clark 

As it turns out, Kim and Paul 
Durkee’s front yard makes for a 
great outdoor concert venue. 

Beneath the sparkly lights 
strung between white oaks, music 
groups like GB Leighton, Swingin’ 
on a Star and Jeff Ray and the 
Stakes have recently performed 
for a steady crowd of 130 neigh-
bors (give or take 20) gathered on 
Grantham Street.

“There is nothing better than 
live music, especially during 
Covid,” Kim Durkee said. “I know 
it helped me survive it and so many 
others have said the same. It has 
been a breath of fresh air for so 
many and it is such a family affair; 
kids running around, people danc-
ing and enjoying themselves.” 

The Durkees, who are great 
lovers of live music, have hosted 
10 Front Lawn Concerts with four 
this past fall and six in the spring 
of this year. (They also host a music 
festival at their cabin each summer; 
this year’s will include seven bands 
over two days.) 

The local musicians set up their 
own sound systems and get tips 
from spectators that average about 
$1,000 a concert. 

“Most say they have never got-
ten paid so much money,” Kim 
Durkee said. “We have a very gen-
erous neighborhood.” 

Neighbor Amy Cram Helwich 
and her family have attended all 10 
Front Lawn Concerts. Helwich said 
she especially appreciates the com-

munity connection the concerts 
offered during the pandemic-time 
of physical distancing. 

Helwich said the audiences in-
cluded “a small pack of girls, safely 
running up and down the blocked 
street, occasionally begging for 
cookies that Kim and other neigh-
bors baked, enjoying the freedom 
of being kids. As parents, we were 
able to breathe for a moment, to 
release the tension of balancing 
school and work at home and enjoy 
visiting with friends while listening 
to the music.”

Another neighbor told the 

Durkees the Front Lawn Concerts 
have been “magical evenings.” 

Kim agreed, noting, “We love 
them. And the bands love them. 
For so many of them it’s the first 
time they’ve played together for a 
year and a half. And the neighbors 
love them. It’s a win, win, win.” 

While there are no more Front 
Lawn Concerts scheduled for 
the immediate future, bands are 
already hoping to be booked on 
Grantham again. 

“We said this was our last one, 
but we’ll probably do some more 
in the fall,” Paul Durkee hinted. n

Sarah CR Clark lives in St. Antho-
ny Park and is a regular freelance 
writer for the Bugle. 

The Durkee family played host to a series of frontyard concerts at their home. Photos by Kim Durkee.

German Immersion School gets 
new executive director 
By Sarah CR Clark

The Twin Cities German Immer-
sion School, a public K-8 charter 
school in the Como Park neighbor-
hood, has named Kirsten M. Chris-
tensen as its new executive director. 

Christensen, who begins her 
new job on July 26, succeeds Ted 

Anderson, who recently resigned 
from that post after serving there 
for five years. 

“I’m weighing my options and 
looking forward to what comes 
next,” Anderson told the Bugle.

Meanwhile, Christensen, who 
has worked in higher education 
for over 30 years, will be moving 

to St. Paul from Tacoma, Wash., 
where she was a professor of Ger-
man and a founding member and 
past director of the Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies Program at Pa-
cific Lutheran University. 

“What attracts me to TCGIS 
is the centering of German in the 
education of the whole child,” 

Christensen said. “By teaching in 
German, we are equipping stu-
dents to understand the language 
of the countries that are the politi-
cal and economic heart of contem-
porary Europe.” 

Dianne Bell, a TCGIS board 
member, said Christensen “brings 
a wealth of experience to TCGIS 
from her academic work and pre-
vious work as a diplomat, which 
provided many opportunities to 
interact with elected officials and 
public figures…that she can lever-
age in advancing the mission of 
TCGIS.” 

The outgoing Andersen was, to 
date, the school’s longest serving 
director. Reflecting on his tenure 
at the school, Andersen said he was 
grateful to have led the communi-
ty through years of development, 
growth and the school’s $6 million 
classroom expansion project. 

“The TCGIS team showed its 
strength through a trying COVID 
year and with a new strategic plan 
in place, they are ready for the next 
set of challenges,” Anderson said. “I 
wish Dr. Christensen all the best in 
her new role and the school com-
munity all the best for the future. I 
know she will be surrounded with 
skilled support and deep commit-
ment to the school’s success.”

Looking back, Bell said TCGIS 
leaders appreciated Anderson’s 
leadership over the past five years. 

“Anderson made many impact-
ful contributions to TCGIS,” in-
cluding the creation of the staff and 
parent councils, she said. 

He also shepherded the school 
through a controversial expansion 
program in 2019 that involved tear-
ing down the old historic St. An-
drew’s Church to make way for a 
building addition. 

“Anderson’s pragmatism, 
thoughtful decision making, 
positive mindset, spirit of perse-
verance and absolute love of the 
German language helped TCGIS 
become the school it is today,” Bell 
concluded. n

Sarah CR Clark lives in St. Antho-
ny Park and is a regular freelance 
writer for the Bugle. 

Kirsten Christensen

Musicians Brian Leighton and 
Adam Daniel of GB Leighton.
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www.salongeorgestpaul.com
Follow us on IG/FB @ salongeorgestpaul

Your choice:
*20% o�  a color and cut 

*$10 o�  a haircut and brow wax 
*$10 o�  a haircut and scalp massage

Must call to book at 651-379-1414
— Valid for June and July with speci� c stylists only —

Summer Solstice Special!

Clinical Excellence for over 40 years!

Dr. Nate Cogswell, DDS
Dr. Paul Kirkegaard, DDS 
Dr. Nadine Yacoub, DDS

Phone/Text: 651-644-9216
Email: frontdesk@sapdentalcare.com

We provide most dental treatments  
in office, including wisdom teeth,  

IV-sedation, implants, orthodontics &  
CPAP alternative oral appliances.

sapdentalcare.com

Your neighbors in St. Anthony Park

ST. ANTHONY PARK 
DENTAL CARE

2278 Como Avenue / St. Paulwww.carteravenueframeshop.com hours: weekdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. / saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

When you When you 
need adviceneed advice
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Root wins regional award
Debra Root, a nutrition services 
assistant at Falcon Heights Ele-
mentary School, has been named 
the Midwest regional employee of 
the year by the nonprofit School 
Nutrition Association. 

The association, with 49 state 
affiliates, works to ensure children 
have access to healthy school meals 
and nutrition education.

Honorees are recognized for 
their influence in the quality of 
school meals through custom-
er service, an interest in young 
people, creativity, participation in 
professional development among 
other attributes, according to a 
School Nutrition Association news 
release announcing the award.

Root, who has worked for Rose-
ville Area Schools (which in-
clude Falcon Heights Elementary 
School) for 27 years, was honored 
in a virtual event on May 5. 

Root earlier was chosen the 
Minnesota School Nutrition As-
sociation state employee of the 
year, making her eligible for the 
national honor.

“Debra’s dedication to her stu-
dents and colleagues makes her 
an exemplary candidate for this 
special award,” Minnesota School 
Nutrition Association President 
Mary Jo Lange said in a news re-
lease. “Her longevity in the field 
shows her passion for school nu-
trition and for ensuring that no 
child in her community goes 
hungry.”

The state association news re-
lease notes Root’s role in taking 
care of students’ needs, particularly 
those with special dietary require-
ments; creating attractive meals 
for staff; increasing the number of 
grab- and-go meals; and emphasiz-
ing professional development. n

Cigale Ahlquist, Bugle freelance 
writer.  

Debra Root 

Lauderdale utility work planned 
this summer 
Minor street closures are expected 
throughout Lauderdale this sum-
mer and possibly into the fall as the 
city sealcoats streets and updates 
sewers.

The City Council approved a 
little over $150,000 on May 25 for 
Allied Blacktop, the low bidder on 
the sealcoating project. Sealcoating 
will be applied to most Lauderdale 
streets except Larpenteur Avenue 
and Eustis Street south of Larpen-
teur, which are county roads and 
require different maintenance.

Streets will be closed for a few 
hours at a time as the contractors 
move through an area, with work 
likely starting in July.

Meanwhile, the council also 
approved a sanitary sewer lining 
project, awarding the approxi-
mately $209,000 contract to 
Visu- Sewer Inc. The sewer lining 
project is expected to be done in 
fall, with minor disturbances to 
traffic. 

This was the second round of 
bidding on the sewer lining project 

after the city received an unexpect-
edly higher low bid of $320,000 in 
April. The explanation, at the time, 
for that much higher low bid was 
that storms in Texas and elsewhere 
had temporarily driven up the cost 
of doing the work. As a result, the 
city put the project out for bids 
again. n

Anne Holzman, Bugle freelance 
writer. 

www.sapaseniors.org 651.642.9052x

Saint Anthony Park Area Seniors

Sounds of Summer

Contact us to get 
the Zoom links.

F Online Guitar concert of Dylan-esque tunes 
presented by Dave Lee, 
a local musician who is 
engaging the community 
through popular music  
Monday, July 12 at 10 am

F Online vocal concert of gospel and show 
tunes with MacPhail Center for Music teaching 
artist, Ivory Doublette
Monday, July 26 at 10 am

Milton Square
2230 Carter Ave.

St. Paul
651-290-9003

Tues.–Sat. 10:00–6:00

It’s the cut that counts!
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S C H O O L  N E W S

By Eric Erickson 
Analysis

While the fourth quarter of the 
2020-2021 school year at Como 
Park High School progressed with 
in-person learning and without 
any school-wide COVID-19 clo-
sures, it was tough to beat the heat.

Como High was equipped 
to handle the heat wave of early 
June—which saw temperatures 
soaring into the 90s—thanks to 
the school’s remodeling and in-
stallation of new air handlers and 
chiller units. Head Custodial En-
gineer Adam Szymanski said that 
the district controls the set point 
for classrooms at 76 degrees.

But too many students across St. 
Paul suffered in buildings that lack 
any cooling relief. Murray Middle 
School teachers reported that inte-
rior hallways reached 99 degrees. 

Classroom temperatures were 
“only in the upper 80s” according 
to Murray science teacher Tim 
Chase.

With an abundance of uncom-
fortable conditions, a forecast call-
ing for more of the same and three 
school days remaining on the cal-
endar; St. Paul Public Schools shut 
down classes all across the city.

The abrupt ending was another 
in a series of “unprecedented”—
the word of 2020-2021?—events for 
students at Como. 

Fortunately, the Cougar Class 
of 2021 wrapped up its academic 
obligations one week earlier. The 
first day of the heat wave coincid-
ed with the Senior Barbeque Par-
ty held on Friday, June 4, outside 
on the school’s grassy baseball 
outfield. 

The seniors celebrated in the sun 
and soaked up summer vibes with a 

dunk tank, DJ, lawn games, catered 
food, slushies, Como-themed mini-
golf course, volleyball and more. 
Most significantly, classmates who 
missed so much in-person interac-
tion were able to connect and enjoy 
being together.

The special event was organized 
by the Como Park Booster Club. 
The creativity, planning, generos-
ity and labor of the booster club 
parents was a gift greatly appre-
ciated by Como seniors and staff. 
Resources and sponsors from the 
traditional, all-night graduation 
party were transferred into the en-
hanced barbeque, since COVID 
protocols prohibited the indoor 
all-night event.

Three days later, on Monday, 
June 7, the Como Class of 2021 
graduates gathered in their caps 
and gowns at Aldrich Arena to 
receive their diplomas. Through-
out much of the school year, there 
was trepidation about a potential 
online graduation. Students and 
families longed for a traditional 
live ceremony.

In the end, however, when 
graduation was finished, joyful 
smiles were shared and captured 
in photos that will be treasured 
forever—pictures revealing a bit 
of “normalcy” to end a school year 
that was anything but normal. n

Eric Erickson, who teaches social 
studies at Como Senior High School, 
is a regular freelance contributor to 
the Bugle. ��St. Anthony Park Elementary School  

Saint Paul Public Schools • 2180 Knapp Street
Offi  ce: 651-293-8735 •  www.spps.org/stanthony

Congratulations to our retiring staff  . . .
Cathylynne Erickson, Susan Fredrickson, Kim Jeff ers,  

Jane Novak, Courtney Oleen 

Congratulations to our Wolf Pack 5th Graders
from St. Anthony Park Elementary School

You came through this unforge� able year with fl ying colors!

Aaron
Abdiqani
Abdumalik
Adalyn
Agustin
Aisha
Aksel
Aksel
Andrea
Ariel
Aubrey
Balqis

Carson
Cash
Cecilia
Charlotte
Chloe
Elijah
Elijah
Emelia
Emilio
Ethan
Evelin
Francis

Friedrich
Genika
Harper
Hazel
Hodan
Ingrid
Jack
Jamie
Javaya
Jaylen
Jillian
Jonah

Kaia
Keircylyna
Kennedy
Leo
Liam
Lila
Logan
Lola
Luca 
Lucas
Lukas
Maeve

Mary Grace
Maya
Mia
Miles
Mohamed
Molly
Morgan
Nathaniel
Neoyo
Nkele
Nora
Owen

Paloma
Peace
Ra’Shaun
Rory
Sam
Samara
Samuel
Sava
Shannon
Shoshana
Sofia
Soleena

Sudiksha
Taqiya
Tariq
Theodore
Vivian
Vivienne
Yasir
Yihan
Zaynab
Zhiqin

www.carteravenueframeshop.com hours: weekdays 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. / saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Congratulations Congratulations 
Graduates!Graduates!

www.twincitiesacademy.org • 651-205-4797

the Future
is Bright

Twin Cities Academy is a free public charter school in St. Paul serving students in
6th through 12th grade. TCA is a college preparatory program focused on academic
rigor, social justice and service to our community. TCA has twenty years of experience
preparing all students for college and boasts a 90% graduation rate and continuous
awards from the Minnesota Department of Education for closing the opportunity gap.
TCA is now enrolling for the 2021-2022 school year. Please visit our website at www.
twincitiesacademy.org or call our school at 651-205-4797 for more information.
Go Tigers!

All of us at Twin Cities Academy wish to honor our amazing class of 2021. Twin Cities Academy is committed to
developing leaders through academic rigor, social justice, and giving back to the community. The class of 2021

exemplifies all these values through their resilience to finding joy where there are challenges, and rising above to
become the nurses, doctors, engineers, teachers, cosmetologists, trades people, entrepreneurs, artists and military
leaders of our future. We are so proud of you and in the words of Henry David Thoreau, “Go confidently in the

direction of your dreams! Live the life you’ve imagined.”

Bethlehem Abraha • Nathaniel Albrecht • Serake Alemu • Tre’Vionne Allen • Aracely Alonso • Mario Alonso
Danaro Barnes • Tahlia Begin • Lilly Bozeman • Hailey Bryant • Justin Bui • Claudette Carballo

Jade Christianson • Damien Chu Yang Heu • Tyla Cintron • Jaylen Cooper • Webster Denison • Ibrahima Diagne
Edgar Dominguez • Joseph Drevdahl • Anastasia Ebertz • Olivia Forseen • Larry Gray-Henderson

Caroline Harthorn • Iveth Henriquez • Samuel Hingsberger • Elena Holmes • Eh Htoo • Ada Humphrey
Shamirah Jackson • DaVante Kelly • Ula Lee • Nico Macea Garcia • Cecelia Mesich • Raymond Meyer

Andres Morales • Jordan Munsch • Uri Palacios-Antunez • Caleb Patrick • Aaron Paulson • Bryanna Perales
Anyiah Ries • Anna Runquist • Irene Sanchez • Katie Sanchez • Violet Schafer • Jada Scott • Lion Seto-Castellan

Whisper Si • Michael Tesfay • Ian Thomas • Merrick Thompson • Michelle Udo • Maximillian Wall
Elaina Ward • William Warren-Hall • Sierra Weidell • Henry Welliver • Mackinley Wells
James Williams-Brown • Hudson Wright • Keiko Xiong • Charlize Yang • Mystique Yang

Congratulations to the Twin Cities Academy class of 2021.

Members from Como’s Class of 
2021 celebrated at the Senior 
Barbecue Party. Photo submitted 
by Eric Erickson.  
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Oliver 
Bowen Hicks

Great River School

We love that you live life on your own 
terms, Ollie.  We’re so proud of you, 

and we’ll miss you next year.  

xo, Mom and Dad

Gemma 
Gaffney Kruse

Murray Middle School

Congratulations Gemma! We’re so proud 
of you! Onto bigger and better things!

Love, Mom, Dad, & Sebastian  
(Josie, Lucinda, Scamp, & Neville)

Ruby 
Lightfoot

Como Park Senior High

Congratulations, Ruby!  
We are so proud of you! 

Love, Mom, Maxine, Alice & Leni

Morgan 
Nichols

Como Park High School

Congratulations Morgan!  
We are so proud of your hard work and 
adventurous spirit in school. Onward to 

the next adventure—Love you!

Aidan 
Reynolds

Como Park Senior High

We’re so proud of your scholarly 
achievements and most of all your 

caring, loving nature.  
Congrats on your graduation!

Love, Mom and Dad

Lucy  
Rogers

Great River School

Congratulations, Lucy!  We’re so proud of 
you and can’t wait for all the adventures 

that await you at Colorado College!

Love, Mom and Dad

Amanda Ann 
Rose

St. Olaf College

We are proud to announce the graduation  
of our daughter Amanda—Cum Laude 

honors with a Bachelor of Arts  
(Studio Art and Art History).

Niko  
Scholtz

Great River School

“Day by day, nothing seems to change.  
But pretty soon, everything’s different.” 

B. Watterson

Keep making every day  
extraordinary, Niko!

Nora 
Thomey

Minnehaha Academy

Nora…you are the icing on our  
wonderful, dynamic family.   

We are so proud of you!

Mom, Dad, Lilly and Joe

Jonathan 
Wilson-
Thieroff

Great River School

So excited for you in this 
next chapter of life!

Love, Mum, Dad, Anthony and Banjo

Benjamin Laurence 
Jensen
Central Senior High School

Congratulations Ben! Go confidently 
into your next step sharing your sport-
adoring, witty, hospitable, fun-loving 
self with the world! 
Love, Momma, Papa, Gracie & Samuel

Nate Juergens
University of California, Berkeley

Congrats to Dr. Nathan Juergens  
on yet another degree— 
Master of Public Health

with love from  
Abe, Auggie, Alli, Henry, Glasha, Mom & Dad

Jennings Mergenthal
Macalester College 

Congrats, Jennings

from Nain

Jonathan Swenson
Creighton University

Congratulations Jonathan!  We are 
proud of all your hard work and wish 
you the best with opening your new gym.

Elianna Grace Wiersma
St. Olaf College with honors,  
BA, Major in Psychology

Elie, we are so proud of you. We can’t 
wait to see how you change the world.

We love you, Mom and Dad and the whole fam

Como Park Senior High School  
740 Rose Avenue West 

St. Paul, Minnesota 55117
651-293-8800

www.spps.org/comosr

Congratulations  Congratulations  
 to the   to the  
Class of 2021!Class of 2021!

Vision Statement: As a community we stretch for the horizon to attain a diverse 
community bound together by our commitment to prepare our young people to 
become caring, productive citizens in a dynamic and changing world.

Mission Statement: To provide a rich learning environment that challenges and 
supports all students in finding and developing their own gifts and continuing the 
journey to reach their potential.

Congratulations 2021 Graduates!
For high school graduating classes, 2021 has been a 
strange and stressful school year.

This year’s seniors endured a second year of dis-
ruptions from the COVID-19 pandemic. There were 
a continuation of “shelter in place,” social distancing, 
mask mandates and hybrids of in-person and virtual 
classes. 

Many students struggled to get through the mo-
notony of the tough year. 

But by the fourth quarter of the school year, things 

began to look up: At Como Park High School things 
progressed to in-person learning, and, without any 
school-wide COVID closure. There were a senior 
barbecue and in-person graduation this year. 

Still, the year abruptly ended with classes shutting 
earlier in June than scheduled because of the extreme 
summer temperatures. 

Through it all, graduates and their families have 
been creative. For that resiliency, the Bugle salutes 
the classes of 2021. n

Avalon School
700 Glendale Street, St. Paul, MN 55114 • 651.649.5495

http://www.avalonschool.org/

Congratulations to Avalon’s  
2021 Graduates!

Adin M Ailloni • Adrianna Floersch • Alexander J Welshons 
Alexander Knox • Alexandra J. Ross • Alicia Beth Grafft  

Ava Rose Cantlon • Bellamy Xiomara Heaton • Emma Renee Goff  
Ezra C Blumenfeld • George A. Yocom • Glen Mikkelson  

Gunnar Olmstead • Jaylen D’Azia Smith • John McCollum  
Landon P. Jongeward • Leticia Lynn Vilas • Liam Noonan • Macii Bastable  

Maria S. Sherman • Owen Clowney • Phil Randall Reitz-Jones  
Rowan Thompson-Tschimperle • Sam Gifford • Sebastian Linus Black  

Sophia Gambucci • Tavia Vesta McKnight •  
Teagan Clark Phoebus Aldous Leduc • Will Squires Mosher

Congratulations 
to all 

2021  
Graduates 

from the  
Park Bugle  
board and  

staff members!

St. Anthony Park / Falcon Heights
Lauderdale / Como Park

BugleParkYour 
award-winning, 

nonprofit 
community 

resource
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N E I G H B O R S

Spirit of Park winners
The St. Anthony Community Park 
Community Foundation has se-
lected Molly Breen, director and 
lead teacher, and the St. Anthony 
Park Community Nursery School 
as the recipients of the 2021 Spirit 
of the Park Award. 

Foundation officials will present 
the award at the 4th in the Park 
celebration. 

The foundation has also selected 
2021 Como Park High School gradu-
ate Hser Hser Poh as this year’s Jon 
Schumacher E2 Scholarship award 
winner. The award will be present-
ed in a small Zoom ceremony with 
board members, Murrray Middle 
School science teacher Tim Chase 
and Schumacher, former founda-
tion executive director.

Repeat on George Floyd series
Extended by popular demand: 
James Stewart, Macalester College 
emeritus history professor, will lead 
an online discussion series from 1 to 
2:30 p.m. on July 28, Aug. 4 and 
Aug. 11 on “George Floyd, Minne-

apolis and History’s Hard Lessons.” 
The series is being presented by the 
Ramsey County Library.

Stewart is a prominent scholar 
of the abolitionist movement and 
his library series will examine our 
nation’s encounters with white su-
premacy and be based on his You-
Tube video lectures “Jim Stewart’s 
Historical Tonic for Fragile White 
Folks.”

Participants will be asked to 
prepare for each session by viewing 
some of these very short videos. To 
see the videos, please go to: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/
UCoIUI7MoZfo8CM3-fHdFylQ/
videos

Stewart’s series will emphasize 
dialogue and discussion. Enroll-
ment is limited. To register for 
this online series, call the library 
at 651-724-6001.

Seniors activities 
The St. Anthony Park Area Seniors 
is planning virtual “lunch bunch” 
sessions from noon to 1 p.m. on 
July 7 and 21. 

Other virtual activities planned 
in July include:

Guitar concert with Dave Lee 
Monday, July 12, 10 a.m. (call of-
fice for connection instructions)

Vocal Concert with Ivory 
 Doublette, Monday, July 26, 
10 a.m. (call office for connection 
instructions)

Presentation “Technology for 
Older Adults and Those They 
Care For,” Wednesday, July 21 
1:30-3 p.m. (call office for con-
nection instructions)

In addition, the Caregiver and 
Bereavement support groups con-
tinue to meet the first Thursday of 
the month from 10 to 11:30 a.m. on 
Zoom. 

For further details on register-
ing for the lunch sessions or any 
of the other activities, please call 
the seniors office at 651-642-9052.

Good Acre class 
The Good Acre, a nonprofit food 
hub in Falcon Heights, is offering a 

virtual workshop series on “So you 
want to start a food business?” This 
virtual workshop will cover startup 
strategies for pricing your product 
and optimizing your product’s cost 
structure. The first session, “Un-
derstanding pricing and optimiz-
ing costs” is scheduled for 10 a.m. 
to 12:15 p.m. on July 15. For further 
information call The Good Acre 
at 651-493-7158 or contact kitch-
en programs manager Camille at 
camille@thegoodacre.org.

Rec centers classes, camps
After a hiatus last year due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the St. Paul 
Parks and Recreation Department 
is bringing back summer classes 
and camps at its recreation centers 
including Langford Park, North-
west Como and North Dale. 

Registration is underway at 
all three rec centers. For informa-
tion on Langford Park call 651-
298-5765, Northwest Como at 
651-298-5813 and North Dale at 651-
558-2329. Further information can 
be found at https://www.stpaul.gov/ 

departments/parks-and-recreation/
recreation-centers

boreal loft art exhibit 
An exhibition of botanical print-
making from artist Linda Snouffer 
will be featured during July at the 
boreal art loft, 2276 Como Ave. 
Free public viewing is available 
during store hours 9:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Mondays through Saturdays 
and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sundays. 

Women’s drum class 
The Women’s Drum Center, 2242 
University Ave., will offer a class 
in hand drums for beginners from 
5 to 6 p.m. July 6. The class uses 
djembes, (a leather covered, goblet 
drum originally used in West Af-
rica) to explore pulse and rhythm 
and to learn the foundation for 
playing African songs. Proper 
playing technique will be taught 
along with fun exercises that build 
skills and energy. The cost is $10. 
Drums are provided. To register, 
please contact the drum center at 
info@womensdrumcenter.org. 

B O O K S  P R E V I E W

Hot book picks for July
By Sue Costello  
of Winding Trail Books

July is the month for pools, barbe-
ques and parades. 

And don’t forget hot books 
during this hot month. Here are 
some new books to consider for 
your summer reading enjoyment: 

Fox & I: An Uncommon Friend-
ship by Catherine Raven (Publish 
date: 07/06/21). Raven is a former 
National Park Service ranger with 

a doctorate in biology and degrees 
in zoology and botany. After finish-
ing her doctoral degree, she built a 
tiny cottage on an isolated piece of 
Montana land. While living there 
she taught remotely and led field 
classes in Yellowstone National 
Park.

This book is her memoir about 
her relationship with a wild, red 
fox who began to visit her every 
afternoon. Raven developed a 
friendship with the fox and looked 
forward to the daily interaction. 

“Fallen Woman” by Allison Mann 
with Linda May Spencer and Emily 
Jean (Publish date: 07/20/21).

Mann is the award-winning true 
crime co-author of “The Girls are 
Gone” and “Fallen Woman,” which 
is the true story of Linda May Spen-
cer: madam, maven, mother.

The book tells the story of Spen-
cer’s days in the world of prostitu-
tion hidden in storefront saunas 
and health clubs in St. Paul. This is 
her struggle with the city and her 
struggle with her persistent drug ad-

diction. It is a story of a family and 
finding the strength to go on when 
you have fallen as far as you can go.

“Six Crimson Cranes” by Eliza-
beth Lim (Publish date: 07/06/210).

This is a young adult fiction novel 
for kids ages 12 and older. Inspired by 
East Asian folklore, the book tells the 
story of a princess in exile who has a 
secret of forbidden magic that runs 
through her veins. The story tells of 
her journey, her choices along the 
way and what it will cost her.

“Summer and July” by Paul Mosi-
er (Publish date: 07/06/210).

This book, for kids ages 10 to 13, 
tells the story of a 12-year-old pre-
paring to have what she thinks will 
be the worst summer ever. With 
her mom working and her dad in 
Europe, the summer isn’t looking 
good until she meets a surfer girl.

This is a story that touches on var-
ious issues including divorce, family, 
coming of age and sex and gender.

“Grumpy Monkey Freshly 
Squeezed” by Suzanne Lang, illus-
trated by Max Lang (Publish date: 
06/29/21). This is a juvenile, fiction, 
graphic novel geared to children 
ages 5 to 8. 

The Grumpy Monkey series has 
a brand-new look but in in a dif-
ferent format. Normally written as 
a picture book, the new book is in 
graphic novel form. The graphic 
novel is about how to handle life’s 
ups and downs.

“The Very Hungry Caterpillar’s 
Forest Hide & Seek: A Finger Trail 
Lift-the-Flap Book” written and 
illustrated by Eric Carle (Publish 
date: 07/06/21). This book for ages 
up to 3 gives little children an in-
troduction to woodland friends as 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar moves 
through the forest. Play hide-and-
seek with this lift-the-flap book.

Sue Costello and Rick Gahm are 
owners of Winding Trail Books, an 
independent book and gift store in 
St. Anthony Park’s in Historic Mil-
ton Square. For information on 
these and other books at Winding 
Trail Books go to http://winding 
trailbooks.com.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL
 
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company 
of Texas
Richardson, TX

2001860

Get surprisingly 
great Auto rates.

Here’s the deal, everyone 
loves a good surprise — 
especially when it comes to 
saving money. State Farm® 
has always been about that.  
Call us to discover your 
surprisingly great rates on 
Auto today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

Get surprisingly 
great Auto rates.

Jim Roehrenbach, Agent
2190 Como Avenue
St Paul, MN  55108
Bus: 651-644-3740
jim.roehrenbach.b5dr@statefarm.com
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State Farm is there.®
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Jim Roehrenbach, Agent
2190 Como Avenue
St Paul, MN  55108
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ALLSEASONSGARMENTCARE.COM    651- 644 - 830 0
Discount exludes rugs or alternations. Some restrictions may apply. 

SAINT ANTHONY PARK  |  2234 CARTER AVE  ST. PAUL 
& OTHER TWIN CITIES LOCATIONS  

15% Off
All Services 

 

E N V I R O N M E N TA L LY  F R I E N D LY  D R Y  C L E A N I N G ,  TA I L O R I N G , 

A LT E R AT I O N S ,  L A U N D R Y  S E R V I C E ,  F R E E  P I C K  U P  &  D E L I V E R Y

Kendall’s

Hardware
“The Friendliest Stores In Town”

978 Dale Street, 651-489-3210
840 Payne Avenue, 651-776-6996

www.kendallshardware.com

We do window and screen repair  
Glass cutting / Key cutting / Lock rekeying 
Blade sharpening / Carpet machine rental  

Grill assembly and delivery / Lawn mower delivery 

Large selection of hardware, including hard-to-find items 

Special Orders: We can order almost anything!

This is a monthly column from Transition Town—All St. Anthony Park, the neighborhood-based group working for a local response to climate change: 
a smaller carbon footprint and a stronger community. Learn more about Transition Town at TransitionASAP.org.

T R A N S I T I O N  T O W N

The Fourth R: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle—Restart
By Michala Zien

In St. Anthony Park, lots of people 
support recycling, so it would seem 
that the plethora of recycling busi-
nesses in the neighborhood would 
be considered a good thing.

But that isn’t always the case. 
Living and co-existing together 
as residents and recyclers is not 
always easy. So, is there a way to 
make this partnership work?

Among these businesses we have 
in the Bugle territory are West Rock, 
a paper recycling company in south 
St. Anthony Park. Tech Dump on 
Vandalia Street is a great option for 
electronics recycling, while Metro 
Metals on Doswell Avenue west of 
Highway 280 fills a similar role as a 
metal recycler. 

Our neighborhood is also home 
to Rohn Industries on Hersey 
Street, a paper-recycling consoli-
dator, and Bolander, a concrete re-
cycler, on Capp Road. And Ramsey 
County waste sites take our yard 
waste and kitchen scraps. All of this 
makes St. Anthony Park what the 
Recycling Association of Minne-
sota calls home. 

So what’s the problem?
While recyclers provide a benefi-
cial service, several factors make it 
seem like a necessary evil both for 
companies and neighbors.

Just last year, for example, a 
large pile of scrap metal at Met-
ro Metals sparked a fire, blowing 
smoke that could be seen from as 
far as downtown Minneapolis. 

Truck traffic is another point 
of contention. The reality is that 
recyclables need to be transport-
ed and the most efficient way to 
do that is by truck, often traveling 
over concrete. With that comes in-
creased traffic, more runoff into 
local water ways and more noise. 

On top of that, residents com-
plain that WestRock’s operations 
cause foul smells, and they are 
concerned about air quality. They 
also note that trash from the site 
can sometimes be seen blowing 
through the streets.

Recycling companies them-
selves also feel the negative aspects 
of being so close to residential 
neighborhoods. For recyclers, it 
can feel thankless to provide a nec-
essary environmental service while 
hearing complaints about things 
that are not always in their control. 

Even truck drivers have a hard 
time doing their job so close to a 
residential area. They have sched-
ules to meet and (like most of us 
when we’re driving) may not think 
about people sleeping or working or 
conversing in the homes they drive 
past. The drivers didn’t ask the truck 
to be loud; they don’t think about 
the emissions. They have jobs to do.

What’s the solution?
If we get to know one another—
residents and recyclers alike—we 

may be able to live in greater har-
mony. When community members 
honor the long-term benefits of re-
cycling; and recyclers show they’re 
listening to their neighbors, we can 
restart those relationships.

First, it’s important to recognize 
the positive impacts of the service 
that recycling companies provide. 
In a general sense, we need them 
in order to reach our goals. Cur-
rently, we have a 50 percent overall 
recycling rate in Minnesota. And, 
Ramsey County hopes to boost 
that participation rate to 75 per-
cent by 2030. Without our neigh-
boring recycling facilities, seeking 
to reach that goal that would be 
much harder.

So, each recycling business has 
a lot to offer. Tech Dump, for ex-
ample, accepts computers, print-
ers, TVs, household appliances and 
gaming and entertainment systems 
as well as other electronics. 

Michael Russelle, a member of 
the St. Anthony Park Community 
Council, pointed out the benefits 
of having a place nearby to bring 
these hazardous items and the 
statistics of the company seem to 
agree. 

According to Tech Dump CEO 
Amanda LaGrange, her company 
has processed 35 million pounds of 
tech waste since it opened in 2011. 
The positive environmental im-
pacts include less need for mining, 

fewer toxins in the waste stream 
and obviously less tech scrap prod-
ucts in landfills. 

Meanwhile, Tech Dump has 
social benefits, too. For example, 
Tech Dump employs previously in-
carcerated people who struggle to 
find jobs. And the company recent-
ly partnered with Ramsey County 
to provide necessary tech items to 
nearly 900 county residents who 
lost their jobs due to COVID-19 
and business shutdowns. 

WestRock also plays a big role 
in bettering the environment. The 
company receives 65 percent of all 
recycled paper in Minnesota, tak-
ing in 1,100 to 1,200 tons of waste 
paper every day. It turns this into 
coated recycled board for items 
such as Kleenex boxes and cere-
al and pasta packaging, as well 

as corrugated cardboard, all of 
which is 100 percent recycled and 
recyclable.

While we can do better at appre-
ciating our recyclers and the work 
they do, recyclers can also do better 
at appreciating residents, whose 
recycled products make it possible 
for them to be in business. They 
can try to be good neighbors.

Tech Dump said it is open to re-
ceiving complaints but, so far, has 
not received any, noting its busi-
ness doesn’t create external noise 
or any negative environmental 
impacts. CEO LaGrange said she 
appreciates her company’s location 
near public transportation and a 
variety of businesses and people. 

At WestRock, general manager 

2190 Como Avenue • St. Paul • 651-646-8855

Your vacation is special
Call us or make an appointment to stop in.
Ask us about tailoring an itinerary for you.

Call on our experience creating travel memories.

T R A V E L

®

Erik Pearson’s 220-foot mural on the Vandalia side of the WestRock 
plant illustrates what goes on behind the recycling plant’s wall. 
Drone photo by a WestRock worker, courtesy of Erik Pearson.

Pearson painted the mural on Vandalia for many days in summer and 
fall 2020. Photo by Mindy Keskinen.

Transition Town to p. 13
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This month we remember a 
96-year-old native of St. Antho-
ny Park who was invited to tea 
with the Queen Mother, Queen 
Elizabeth, at Lambeth Palace in 
the U.K.

Clare Allyn
Clara Jane Campbell “Clare” Allyn, 
78, formerly of St. Anthony Park 
and University Grove, died May 21, 
2021, her life shortened by a 13-year 
battle with dementia. 

Clare was born in Denver, Colo., 
on Jan. 15, 1943, to Mary Newton 
Campbell and Lawrence C. Camp-
bell. Her mother sadly lost her life 
following childbirth. Clare was 
raised by her beloved Aunt Lou-
ise “Mom” Baker for most of her 
childhood in Keenesburg, Colo., 
and attended high school in Den-
ver, Kansas City and Aztec, N.M. 

Clare moved to Minnesota in 
1961 to attend the University of 
Minnesota. She went on to teach 
middle school English and special 
education in the Roseville School 
District for her entire career. 

Since 2008, Clare lived under 
the loving attention of elder care 
specialist Lee Roark, surrounded 
by loyal caregivers who protected 
her health and enriched her quality 
of life. That level of care continued 
when she moved to Carondelet in 
2014. 

In addition to daughters Julie 
and Rachel Allyn and one grand-
son; Clare is survived by her former 
husband, Richard Allyn. A grave-
side service at Lakewood Cemetery 

will be announced for this sum-
mer. Memorials in Clare’s memory 
would be welcome to Planned Par-
enthood of Minnesota and the Alz-
heimer’s Association–Minnesota.

Kathryn Felion 
Kathryn Marie “Kitty” Knoblauch 
Felion, 96, died May 1, 2021, at her 
home in Erie, Pa. She was born in 
St. Paul, the daughter of Marcellus 
Knoblauch and Justine Knoblauch 
of St. Anthony Park.

The middle child of three chil-
dren and the only girl, Kitty dis-
played a unique talent at a young 
age of bringing folks together with 
her childhood girls club, “The Sil-
ver Spider Secret Society” and for 
entertaining folks with her role as 
the Monkey in a Minneapolis ra-
dio production of “Little Orphan 
Annie.” 

Kitty followed her mother’s 
path by dedicating her life to civic 
engagement, serving on the boards 
of directors for many arts organi-
zations, most notably the Board of 
Directors of The Barber National 
Institute from 1970 until her retire-
ment in 2020. 

Kitty attended her mother’s 
alma mater, College of St. Tere-
sa, in Winona, where she served 
as senior class president of 1947. 
She remained active in the alumni 
association and planned class re-
unions for her college as well as her 
high school, Murray class of 1943. 

After graduating from St. Tere-
sa’s, Kitty moved to Toledo, Ohio, 
where she worked as a social work-

er for Catholic Charities. She later 
returned to Minnesota to teach ju-
nior high school in Stillwater, where 
she was selected by the American 
Service Committee to represent 
Minnesota in an exchange teacher 
program between the U.K. and the 
United States in 1953-1954. 

During her stay in the U.K., 
Kitty had the honor of being one 
of five teachers invited to have tea 
with the Queen Mother, Queen 
Elizabeth, at Lambeth Palace. The 
Queen Mother told her she had a 
lovely hat and Kitty kept that hat 
for decades. At her death, she still 
had the dress she wore then. 

After her return from Europe, 
Kitty married Thomas R. Felion, a 
decorated WWII veteran, at Cor-
pus Christi Church on June 11, 1955, 
in St. Anthony Park. They lived 
briefly in Duluth before moving to 
Erie, Pa., for the first time. Thomas 
became assistant administrator of 

St. Vincent Hospital, where Kitty 
served as a lifelong member of the 
Saint Vincent’s Women’s Auxiliary. 

Tom and Kitty moved to Marsh-
field, Wis., where they started the 
hospital auxiliary at Saint Joseph’s 
Hospital. After productive years in 
Marshfield and then a move to Bat-
tle Creek, Mich., where Tom was 
involved in the St. Luke’s building 
project; the couple moved back to 
Erie in 1968 where Tom went to work 
at St. Vincent’s Hospital and they 
spent the rest of their lives in Erie. 

While back in Erie, Kitty was 
active in, among other things, the 
Board of the Erie Playhouse, the 
Board of Directors of the Erie Civic 
Ballet and the Erie Arts Council.

In addition to her parents and 
her husband, Kitty was preceded 
in death by her daughter Marga-
ret, brother Harry Knoblauch and 
his wife Priscilla, brother Joseph 
Knob lauch and his wife Margery, 
and son-in-law Lt. Co. William 
Bradford Davis. Kitty’s survivors 
include seven of her children: Mary 
Fran Felion (Michael Domach), 
Michelle Felion-Davis, Matthew 
Felion (fiancée Courtney Smith), 
Madeleine Felion, Monica Felion, 
Martin Felion (Jackie), Marc Felion 
(Fausto Fernos). 

Sharon Kaster
Sharon Kaster, 85, died June 8, 2021. 
She grew up in St. Anthony Park 
and graduated from Murray High 
School and the University of Min-
nesota. She was confirmed at St. 
Anthony Park Lutheran Church. 
She worked as a medical techni-
cian at the University of Minne-
sota, where she met her husband, 
Robert Kaster. They were longtime 
residents of Plymouth, where they 
raised their three children. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband of 50 years and her 
mother, Irene Gemmill. She is 
survived by her children, Julianne 
Kaster, Anthony (Amy Miller) 
Kaster and Christopher (Deborah) 
Kaster and seven grandchildren. 

Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated June 12 at Holy Name 
of Jesus Catholic Church in Medi-
na, with interment at Holy Name 
Cemetery. Memorials preferred to 
Minneapolis Heart Institute Foun-
dation’s Valve Science Center. 

Ernest L’Heureux-Thomas
Ernest L’Heureux-Thomas, 44, 
died unexpectedly on May 27, 2021. 

L I V E S  L I V E D
Lives Lived sponsored by

The Park Bugle prints obituaries free of charge as a service to our communities. Send information about 
area deaths to Mary Mergenthal at mary.mergenthal@gmail.com or call 612-670-8510.

Rose Grégoire celebration Aug. 8
A celebration of life for Rosanne Gregoire will be 
held from 4 to 10 p.m. on Sunday, Aug. 8, at the 
Wabun Picnic Area, Shelter C, in Minnehaha Re-
gional Park., 4655 46th Ave. S., Minneapolis. Family 
and friends plan to display pictures, sing songs and 
share memories of Rose. 

All who knew Rose are welcome. 
Please bring a picnic meal or coordinate with 

others to share food.
Rosanne was a well-known St. Anthony Park 

civic activist who died on Jan. 13 this year after bat-
tling a second round of ovarian cancer. 

Rose, who was 68, was involved in many com-
munity organizations during the 28 years she lived 
in this neighborhood. She served on the board of the 
Library Association, the SAP Community Council 
and as treasurer of the SAP Garden Club.

Rose also helped start and coordinate the month-
ly SAP Community Sing and assisted the preschool 
program at St. Anthony Park United Church of 
Christ. Another one of her interests was reading; 
and she participated in a neighborhood book club 
for many years. 

Lives Lived to p. 15

❖  CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH—ST. ANTHONY PARK CAMPUS

2200 Hillside Avenue, 651-633-7644
www.centennialumc.org
 Worshiping online
Find us on Facebook: Centennial SAP
We’re in this together!

❖  MISSION ORTHODOX  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1040 Como Avenue, St. Paul, 651-771-0125
info@missionopc.org, www.missionopc.org
Dr. Michael Seufert
 Worship Services: 10:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 

❖  ST. ANTHONY PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
2323 Como Avenue West, 651-645-0371
Web, Facebook, & Twitter: saplc
Handicap-accessible
Pastor Jill Rode and Pastor Daniel Ruen
  Sunday Worship:  Online until further notice 
(Visit Church At Home at saplc.org for all links) 

❖ ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH—ELCA
Reconciling in Christ Congregation
1465 Victoria St. N., St. Paul, (651) 489-0336
  For online worship & summer outdoor services visit  

www.sttimothylutheran.org

❖ PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH—ELCA
1744 Walnut Street (at Ione), Lauderdale, 651-644-5440
www.peacelauderdale.com
 Worshiping on Zoom. Recording available on website.
Reconciling in Christ Congregation.
All are welcome. Come as you are.

❖  ST. ANTHONY PARK  
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

2129 Commonwealth (at Chelmsford)
651-646-7173, www.sapucc.org
 Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m. in person and 
 via Zoom Meeting (ID 455 247 298)
Christian Tradition • Progressive Faith • All Are Welcome

❖ ST. CECILIA’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
2357 Bayless Place, 651-644-4502
info@stceciliaspm.org, www.stceciliaspm.org
Handicap-accessible
Pastor John M. Hofstede
 Saturday 4:30 pm and Sunday 9:30 am and
 Weekend Mass online (on our website)

❖ ST. MATTHEW’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
2136 Carter Ave. (at Chelmsford), 651-645-3058 
www.stmatthewsmn.org, Facebook: stmatthewsmn
The Rev. Blair A. Pogue, Rector
 Sunday worship 10:30 am in College Park
 We also offer online worship and study groups

To add your place of worship to the directory, contact Sonia Ellis at 651-226-1274 or sonia.ellis@parkbugle.org

Community   Worship Directory
During the current health crisis, services and events may be canceled.  

Please check websites for updates. 

a peaceful resting place for all

$250 OFF
THE PURCHASE OF 

ANY BURIAL LOT OR 
CREMATION NICHE

ROSELAWN CEMETERY

Expires July 31, 2021

ROSELAWN CEMETERY
803 W. Larpenteur Ave., Roseville, MN 55113

(Between Lexington and Dale)
651-489-1720 • www.roselawncemetery.com



JULY 2021 n PARK BUGLE 13

Colleen Healy, Licensed Real Estate Agent
ColleenHealy@kw.com 
612-232-5900 

Each office is independently owned and operated.

Ready to buy? 
Ask me about my 3-page tip sheet for winning in 
multiple offer situations and Keller Mortgage’s 
zero lender fees with $1,000 credit at closing.

Ready to sell?
Ask me for a detailed market analysis of your 
home and a net proceeds spreadsheet. 
Most of my seller clients start preparations 
3-6 months in advance. Call or email to discuss 
your next move!

www.sapaseniors.org 651.642.9052x

Saint Anthony Park Area Seniors

Walk With Ease

Group will meet for nine weeks at Como Lake  
on Mondays and Wednesdays at 10 am  

starting on August 4.

Call the office 
to register.

Create a routine to stay active 
and healthy!  
You’ll learn from a certified instructor 
a safe and enjoyable way to make 
walking part of your everyday life 
while helping you increase balance, 
strength and walking pace. 

We’re happy to announce our new class:

DAN BANE CPA, LLC

Certified Public
Accountant

Providing Individual & 
Business Tax Service.

Call for an appointment 651-999-0123
or visit my website at: www.danbanecpa.com

Conveniently located in the Baker Ct Bldg 
(1 Blk East of 280 at corner of Territorial & Raymond) 

at 821 Raymond Ave – Ste 310, St Paul 55114.

Transition Town from p. 11

Mike Gunderson is trying to bet-
ter address concerns he has heard 
from residents. The most common 
question is about the smell from 
the recycling plant. 

Gunderson acknowledges the 
plant yields an unpleasant smell 
but adds that the business operates 
under a permit from the Minneso-
ta Pollution Control Agency and 
the smell doesn’t adversely affect 
air quality. WestRock also hopes 
to minimize the plant’s smell by 
using a cooling tower. 

The company and residents 
have demonstrated they value 
open lines of communication. 
Before the pandemic, WestRock 
provided tours of the plant and 
many residents appreciated the 
opportunity to see the operations. 
The company is eager to offer these 
again once it is safe post-pandemic.

Steve Ray, who lives near West-
Rock, said he knows of many rent-
ers who would like to visit and 
hopes that it will be the start of 
noticeable change.

Can art help?
Erik Pearson, an artist who lives 
near WestRock, said that after 
looking at the plant’s blank wall on 
the Vandalia Street side for years, 
he became increasingly curious 
about the daily operations that go 
on behind it. As an artist, Pearson 
saw an opportunity to bring that 
to the outside.

After receiving a grant from the 
Knight Art Challenge to pursue 
this project, Pearson got match-
ing grant funding from WestRock 
for his wall mural. 

After touring the building twice 
and speaking with employees, in 
2020 he designed and painted the 
mural along Vandalia Street just 
south of University Avenue, in-
spired by the history and recycling 
processes of the plant. 

Appreciating WestRock’s efforts 
to support this project, Pearson be-
lieves the company understands 
the importance of being more con-
nected to the community, and he 
hopes that his artwork illustrates 
that. 

What’s next?
Do you have ideas for restarting the 
relationships between local recy-
clers and neighbors, while increas-
ing recycling efforts in Minnesota? 

Bring your creativity and in-

sight to the Environment Com-
mittee of the St. Anthony Park 
Community Council (July 28, 7 
p.m., email kathryn@sapcc.org for 
the link) or to Transition Town–
All St. Anthony Park (email info@
transitionasap.org for July meet-
ing details). You just might be the 
person to make this world a wee 
bit better. n

Michala Zien was an intern with 
TT-ASAP in spring 2021 and just 
graduated from the U of M in May. 
Previously she has been a guide at 
the Bell Museum, done research on 
water management in the  Capitol 
Region Watershed District and 
 focused on equitable access to wa-
ter  resources in Duluth and St. 
Cloud.

Tech Dump recycles a wide range of electronics. Photo by Michala Zien. 

By Judy Woodward

Every month, the reference librari-
ans at the Roseville Library receive 
dozens of questions from the pub-
lic. Here are two of the more inter-
esting queries we received recently:

Q. Am I able to use my Saint Paul 
Public Library card for the Ram-
sey County Library? I’d like to be 
able to login and reserve things 
online. Is this available?

A. All Twin Cities library systems 
have agreed to honor each other’s 
library cards. So, yes you can use 

your Saint Paul Public Library card 
with the Ramsey County Library 
in Roseville and other locations. 

First, make an in-person visit 
to any of the Ramsey County Li-
brary branches with your library 
card and a piece of photo identifi-
cation. Your current driver’s license 
is ideal. If your photo ID does not 
have your current street address, 
please also bring a very recent bill 
or statement mailed to your name 
at your address. 

Once we confirm your name 
and have a current address for you, 
we can create a Ramsey County 

patron record for you with your 
St. Paul card. 

Q. How do I find books by author 
rather than title?

A. If you’re of an age to remember 
the old card catalogs, which were 
sometimes divided into different 
physical sections for authors, ti-
tles, and subjects, you’ll be hap-
py to learn that finding materials 
nowadays in our online catalogs 
is much easier than in days past. 

We now invite you to start your 
search with an all-purpose online 
search box. Just type the name of 

the author you’re looking for in the 
search box. We don’t care what or-
der you use or how much informa-
tion you can give. For example, if 
you’re looking for books by one of 
our area’s most popular mystery 
novelists, you can type in “Wil-
liam Kent Krueger,” or “Krueger” 

or “Krueger, William.” They should 
all bring up the same results. 

Judy Woodward, who lives in St. An-
thony Park, is a reference librarian 
at the Roseville Library, 2180 N. 
Hamline Ave. The library’s general 
phone number is 651-724-6001. 

A S K  T H E  L I B R A R I A N



14 PARK BUGLE n JULY 2021

Meat, Bread & Produce. Meat, Bread & Produce. 
Gourmet Coff ee and Gourmet Coff ee and 
Sandwiches Daily!Sandwiches Daily!

Always Fresh!

2310 Como at Doswell / Open daily 8 am – 7 pm / 651-645-7360 / tntspeedy@msn.com

LSS Companion  
Services are in need  
of Volunteers 55+ 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

•  Make a difference from home via 
phone or in person outside while social 
distancing by providing companionship 
to older adults in your community. 

•  Support kids in school—in person or 
virtually as a foster grandparent.

•  Earn a stipend, mileage and receive 
training.

•  Seniors need your help now, come 
make a difference in your community! 

To learn more contact 

Jacqueline 651.310.9455 OR  
Jacqueline.James@lssmn.org

Tim Fuller april 2019.qxp_Layout 1  3/8/19  10:18 AM  Page 1

2236 Carter Ave., St. Paul
651.645.5178
M-�  10 a.m.-8 p.m., 
F-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m.
www.thelittlewineshoppe.com

2236 Carter Ave., St. Paul

F-Sat. 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m.

Your � e-stop 
neighborh d 
wine shoppe

Dine in or Take out Tuesday-Sunday 7am-2pm
2315 Como Ave. St. Paul 651-797-4027 

www.colossalcafe.com

VOICES: Focus Smith
By Sarah CR Clark 

Focus Smith is a graffiti artist who 
identifies as Lakota and Navajo. He 
was a featured muralist at Chro-
ma Zone’s Bang It! Mural Meet in 
May 2021. 

Although he is from the Black 
Hills, through his art, Focus will 
remain a part of the south St. An-
thony Park neighborhood for years 
to come. 

The Bugle talked to Focus while 
he was “planting a medicinal mu-
ral,” commissioned on a private 
garage near Twin Cities German 
Immersion School in the Como 
Park neighborhood. 

Q: What messages do you hope 
the art you’re making today will 
convey? 

A: The way this world is now, 
well . . . there was another world 
that existed. It was all very simple 
and tied in with the whole idea of 
honoring and respecting the land. 
The land is where we got our first 
teaching from—and it showed us 
how to learn, grow and share with 
one another. 

The way the world is now (it) is 
all very convoluted and that’s not 
OK.

Anytime people look at the 
mural, it points back to the land. 
It points back to what’s already 

here: The stars in the sky, the cycles 
of the moon, the water that’s here. 
Those things are all a lot easier for 
people to accept than me saying 
indigenous people were here first, 
because for some reason that trips 
people up. I watch that happen 
time after time. I can feel it. 

Pointing back to the land offers 
people a narrative. I’ve learned that 
people don’t have anything to fight 
back about against the land. 

Q: Can you tell me about the piece 
you created for the Bang It! mu-
ral event? 

A: The Lakota people have had 
different societies for a long time, 
made of individuals who show a 
specific strength. Each society 
would work within the commu-
nity to figure out problems. That 
mural I painted for Bang It! is to 

pay tribute to the Lakota societies 
I find myself more in frequency 
with. 

Q: Tell me a bit more about the 
work you’re currently doing in 
the Twin Cities.

A: Originally, I came for Chroma 
Zone’s Bang It! Mural fest. The 
founder of Bang It! and Spray-
finger (Ed.’s note: Sprayfinger is a 
local graffiti arts educational pro-
gram), Peyton Scott Russell, asked 
me to paint a mural and teach some 
classes at Sprayfinger. I decided 
that while I was here, during the 
daytime, I could go out and paint. 
Luckily I’ve had a lot of really cool 
people support that. 

I went to George Floyd Square 
with Peyton Scott Russell and his 
brother to help them set up for 
their performance. I didn’t know 
anyone else there, apart from them. 
So, I started talking with people 
who were painting. That’s how I 
got a spot on the wall for anoth-
er mural. I just asked someone, 
“Hey, can I paint?” And I ended 
up painting next to Wes Winship, 
this super influential artist I’ve al-
ways heard about but didn’t know. 
It just clicked. 

Q: You call Rapid City ‘home’? 

A: I would call “home” the Black 
Hills. But for the sake of every-
one else and mental connectivi-
ty, I would say that it’s OK to use 
the word “Rapid.” Again with the 
idea that you get into those things 

and that’s when people start turn-
ing their ears off. There’s been so 
much happening this year and it’s 
almost like you don’t want to bur-
den people with any more. But, 
at the same time, accountability 
comes when people know. 

Last July, I was arrested as one 
of the land defenders who shut 
down the highway whenever Pres-
ident Trump tried to come up to 
the Black Hills. We shut down the 
highway because his coming was 
a grievous act of violence against 
us—coming to the land that was 
given to us and then taken away. 

In May 2021, 24 indigenous kids 
went missing from the county I 
come from. You don’t hear any-
thing about that on the news. And 
recently another native man was 
shot and killed by the Rapid City 
Police Department. 

Two days after that, on a vid-
eo, one of our affiliates witnessed 
a sheriff slapping a native woman 
on the mouth because she wouldn’t 

shut up. That’s where we live. That’s 
why it’s called “Racist City” or, “the 
Deep North.” This stuff happens 
and no one does anything. There’s 
a deep ache there. You can feel it. 

That’s why I appreciate when 
anyone stands next to me. I’ve 
watched countless allies get tired 
because it takes a lot of stamina. 
I’ve watched people crumble, not 
because they’re weak, but because 
they try. 

To see Focus’s art, follow him 
on instagram @Focicurrent or 
learn more about his community 
building work at www.thriveunltd 
.com. n 

Sarah CR Clark lives in St. Anthony 
Park and is a regular freelance writ-
er for the Bugle. Know of someone 
who would be an interesting sub-
ject for Voices? Please email sarah 
.cr.clark@gmail.com or Bugle editor 
Scott Carlson at editor@parkbugle 
.org. 

Focus Smith

This wall mural is a featured work of artist Focus Smith. Photos by 
Sarah CR Clark.
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Send your ad to classifieds@parkbugle.org or P.O.Box 8126, St. Paul, MN 551080. Ads are $1 per word. 
Phone numbers, email addresses and websites are considered two words. Add a box or art for $10 each. 
Next deadline: July 14, 2021.

Classifieds 
Child Care

PARK ANGELS CHILDCARE. Infant to 11 years 
old, near Como & Doswell. Call Adella, 
651-644-5516

Group

AIKIDO Learn to fall. www.tcaikido.com 

Help Wanted

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE—PARK BUGLE 
The Park Bugle—an award winning 
monthly community newspaper serving 
St. Anthony Park, Falcon Heights, 
Lauderdale, and Como Park—has an 
immediate opening for an advertising 
sales representative. Bugle Ad Reps are 
responsible for maintaining and increasing 
advertising from businesses within an 
assigned geographical territory and/or 
vertical category. This is a commission- 
based position. If you would like to join our 
team, please submit a resume to: editor@
parkbugle.org

NEIGHBORHOOD CHURCH seeks Sunday 
morning child care providers. Age 16 and 
up. FMI: pastor@sapucc.org, 651 646-7173.

Home 
Services

BRUSHSTROKES PAINTING Interior/exterior 
painting. Ceiling/wall repair. Very detail 
oriented. I strive to have a professional & 
positive relationship with my customers. 
Tom Marron 651-230-1272, tom.marron@
yahoo.com 

BURTON’S RAIN GUTTER SERVICE. GUTTERS  
CLEANED, repaired, installed. Insured, bond-
ed. License #BC126373; 651-699-8900. 
www.burtonsraingutter.com

FRESHEN UP YOUR HOUSE WITH A FRESH COAT 
OF PAINT. We satisfy all your painting needs. 
Painting, staining, water damage repair, 
sheetrock, spray texture, spray texture 
removal,  wallpaper and wallpaper removal. 
 Family business in the Park 70 years. Jim 
Larson, (cell) 612-309-7656, 651-644-5188 
jimmyrocket1464@gmail.com

LOCALLY LOCATED IN LAUDERDALE. Spe-
cializing in bathroom/ kitchen remodel, 
trim carpentry, tile work/flooring, and 
handyman services. Fully insured. Caleb, 
651-260-7589.

PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS, INC. Interior & 
exterior painting. Complete carpentry 
services. 651-917-2881

PAINTING WALLPAPER PATCH. Interior, Exterior 
small jobs wanted Jim 612-202-5514

WATER DAMAGE REPAIR. Plaster, sheetrock, 
woodwork & painting. Wallpaper and wall-
paper removal, ceiling and wall painting. 
Family business in the Park 70 years. Jim 
Larson, (cell) 612-309-7656, 651-644-5188 
or  jimmyrocket1464@gmail.com

20/20 WINDOW WASHING: Larry’s 
Window Washing. Perfect 
windows every time! 
651-635-9228

ARTISTS AT WORK House cleaning. Fully 
vaccinated. 612-859-1583

Yard Care

A TREE SERVICE, INC. Tree removals, 
trimming and stump grinding. Over 38 
years of experience. 612-724-6045

ALL YOUR GREEN NEEDS: Mowing/lawncare/
landscaping. 25+years in St. Paul call 
651-695-1230. www.sorensenlawn.com

No overtime charge for nights and weekends

Water Heaters
• Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
• Remove/Replace Faucets
• Toilets 
• Disposals 
• Water Piping
• Plumbing Repairs
• Water Heaters

– Angie’s List since 2001 –
– Satisfaction guaranteed –

– 1 Year warranty on work –
Serving the Roseville, Como Park, 

Falcon Heights,Shoreview, Macalester/
Groveland & Highland Park areas 

for over 35 years.

Jack Stodola
Cell: 612-865-2369

FREE ESTIMATES & NO CHARGE FOR OVERTIME!

MB’S Cleaning Services
Residential & Commercial Cleaning
Local, 26+ years in business

Mbscleaning.com
651-225-1960 offi  ce

Summer Special:  $50 off 
“Top to Bo om” deep clean

$100 off  for new recurring clients 
($25 off  1st 4 cleans)

Contact us for a free quote!

HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS

St. Anthony Park Dental Care
2278 Como Avenue
Nate Cogswell, DDS

Paul Kirkegaard, DDS 
Nadine Yacoub, DDS

Phone/Text: 651-644-9216
frontdesk@sapdentalcare.com

Skon Chiropractic
651-644-3900 • www.skonchiro.com

To add your business to this listing, contact Sonia Ellis:  
sonia.ellis@parkbugle.org or (651) 226 1274 (voice message/text)

City Files from p. 2

that faster traffic will, among other 
things, increase noise on on-and-
off ramps. Their resolution was 
approved unanimously by the Dis-
trict 12 Board of Directors at its May 
meeting. 

At the Bugle’s press deadline, 
representatives from MnDOT 
were expected to attend the Trans-
portation Committee’s June 29 
meeting to answer questions about 
the speed limit proposal and listen 
to resident concerns. Neighbors 
from surrounding communities 
and members of other interest-

ed organizations and councils 
can contact the SAPCC office for 
meeting minutes or to offer further 
questions or concerns.

SAPCC June meetings
•  Equity Committee: 5:30 p.m., 

Monday, July 26
•  Land Use Committee: 7 p.m., 

Thursday, Aug. 5
•  Board Meeting: 7 p.m., Thurs-

day, July 8 
•  Transportation Committee: 

7 p.m., Tuesday, July 27

•  Environment Committee: 
7 p.m., Wednesday, July 28

All meetings are hosted via 
Zoom. Meeting times are subject 
to change. If you want to attend a 
meeting or have questions about 
joining a committee, please email 
Kathryn at kathryn@sapcc.org for 
the link. 

Submitted by Jessica Willman, Dis-
trict 10 and 12 community organizer. 

He was preceded in death by 
grandmothers, Jeanne Thomas 
and Patricia Yaw. He is survived 
by parents, Geri and Tim Thomas; 
siblings, Mike, Dan, Chris (Jenny), 
Dave (Sandra) and Jenny (Kevin) 
Kurtzman; grandpa Dave Thomas; 
and fiancé, Nicole Williams. 

Funeral Mass of Christian Buri-
al was celebrated June 2 at Church 
of the Holy Childhood, with in-
terment at Roselawn Cemetery. 
Memorials preferred to any organi-
zation that helps families through 
addiction.

Rodney Olson
Rodney N. Olson, 87, Falcon 
Heights, died May 14, 2021. In his 
earlier career, he was an accom-
plished mechanical engineer and 
then became a successful stock-
broker. He was a trained concert 
singer who always sang a solo at 

Christmas. His love of family was 
his first priority; and he was also 
an avid golfer and enjoyed fishing, 
travel and nature.

He is survived by his wife of 
68 years, Faye; sons Ronn, Kev-
in (Noreen), Robert (Mary) and 
Judd (Tracy); daughter Kari 
(Carey); 14 grandchildren; and 11 
great-grandchildren. 

Dick Schoonover
Dick Schoonover, 84, of Wood-
bury, died July 9, 2020. 

Dick graduated from Murray 
High School in 1955, where he 
played football, basketball and 
baseball, earning a letter in all 
three sports over four years. Mur-
ray is also where he met Beryl. Dick 
and Beryl were married in 1956 and 
started their family in St. Paul. 

Dick went to work for his fa-
ther Chuck at the family business, 

Schoonover Auto Rebuild, tak-
ing it over in the mid-1960s after 
Chuck’s early passing. In 1973 he 
moved Schoonover Auto Rebuild 
to Shoreview, where he lived. 

Dick helped develop legisla-
tion, rules and procedures granting 
rights to consumers and leveling 
the playing field with auto insurers.

He was preceded in death by 
grandson, Patrick. He is survived 
by his wife of 64 years, Beryl; sons, 
Jeff (London Savant), Scott and 
Mike (Gayle); six grandchildren; 
five great-grandchildren; and sis-
ter, Jody Roche (Michael). 

Memorial service was held 
June 13 at King of Kings Church 
in Woodbury. Memorials preferred 
to Patrick Schoonover Heart Foun-
dation through playforpatrick.org 
or King of Kings Lutheran Church, 
Woodbury, through kingofkings 
woodbury.org. 

Lives Lived from p. 12

Bugle classifieds work. Let them work for you.
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C P H S  C O U G A R  S P O R T S

Como Park High School spring sports summaries
By Eric Erickson 
Sports news and analysis 

For the Bugle community, we offer 
a snapshot of the spring sports sea-
son and what eight programs gen-
erated at Como Park Senior High. 

Track & Field
The Cougar boys team produced 
a solid third place finish in the St. 
Paul City Conference. Sophomore 
Charlie Power-Theisen emerged 
as a dominant force in distance 
events, becoming the city confer-
ence champion in both the 1,600 
and 3,200 meters. 

Senior Shukur Bati took second 
place in the city for the 3,200 me-
ters. Junior Rais Jaffer earned sec-
ond place in the 300-meter hurdles 
and third place in the 110-meter 
hurdles. The relay team of Owen 
Finlay, Mohamed Aboushanab, 
Liam Schwie and Davy Nelson 
earned bronze medals for their 
third-place finish in the 4 x 800 
meters.

The Cougar girls team main-
tained their consistent third-place 
standing in the city with contri-
butions from senior leadership 
and talented newcomers. Fresh-
man Ellery Tennison was the 
city champion in the triple jump 
while also taking third place in the 
100-meter hurdles.

Senior Abang Cham excelled in 
field events finishing second place 
in the shot put and third place in 
the discus.

Como girls relay teams were re-
liable point producers, with three 

combinations collecting third-
place bronze medals:

Addie Anderson-Loupe, Lai-
la Diaz, Sophie Warner and Mia 
Trifilette-Simons in the 4 x 800 
meters; Ruby Kosiak, Audrey 
Power-Theisen, Taylor Fairbanks 
and Amorie Northington in the 
4 x 200 meters; Ronnie Porter, 
Alice Wagner-Hemstad, Greta 
Seppanen and Tennison in the 
4 x 100 meters.

Kosiak, Power-Theisen, and 
Seppanen combined with Saylor 
Landrum for a second-place sil-
ver medal in the 4 x 400 meters. 
 The season concluded in the heat 
at the Section 4AA Meet. Remark-
ably, the Cougars combined for 28 
personal records and four relay- 
season records.

Softball
Head coach John Fischbach 
passed the 400-win career mark 

during the final season of his three 
decades leading the Cougars. The 
2021 team was pleased to be the 
group helping Fischbach earn 
that milestone victory, a highlight 
moment during a season in which 
Como finished with an overall re-
cord of 9-8.

In the St. Paul City Conference, 
Como placed third with a 4-2 re-
cord. The team was led by seniors 
Morgan Nichols, Bella Proper 
and Emilie Hanson, along with 
junior Jada James, who served as 
the team’s everyday pitcher.

Badminton
Although fewer students partici-
pated in badminton this season 
compared with prior ones partly 
due to pandemic concerns, Como 
put forth its usual effort and cre-
ated new doubles combinations 
that improved as the season pro-
gressed. In team competition, 
Como had a 4-8 record in the city, 
7-10 overall.

Como senior Nag Poe reached 
the state semifinals of the individ-
ual singles tournament, duplicat-
ing the path she took in 2019 as a 
sophomore. This time after losing 
in the semifinals, Nag Poe bounced 
back to win the third-place match 
in straight sets and bring home the 
bronze medal.

Girls Golf
Como finished in fourth place out 
of the seven schools in the city con-
ference. The girls enjoyed playing a 
full season outdoors in the spring 
sunshine (and a few cold, cloudy 
days). 

Freshman Michelle Vang 
was the medalist (best score) in 
four dual meets and earned All- 
Conference honors, placing third 
overall in the St. Paul City Meet. 
Vang followed that up by advanc-
ing to the final round of the section 
tournament.

Boys Golf
Como finished in fifth place during 
the regular season and improved 
its scores in the conference tourna-
ment to take the fourth place. Mur-
ray eighth grader Sonom Vang 
placed 10th in the conference tour-
nament earning All- Conference 
honorable mention.

Boys Tennis
The Cougars were led by senior cap-
tain Aidan Reynolds who played 
No. 1 singles and posted victories 
against other talented players. 
Reynolds also served as a captain 
during his sophomore year. The 
pandemic’s onset in 2020 wiped 
out his junior season, but Reynolds 
closed out his career with another 
All-Conference performance. 

Fellow senior Htoo Kyi Lay also 

earned All-Conference honors. 
Honorable mention awards went 
to juniors Quang Bui and Hsar 
Lay Moo. The team placed fifth in 
the conference.

Baseball
Como finished 3-6 in the City 
Conference and 6-12 overall. Ju-
nior pitcher Damian Perryman 
was All-Conference with a .436 
batting average. Senior Sully Lucy 
and junior Otto Ganser both hit 
above .400 and earned honorable 
mention.

Adapted Bowling
The format was different this sea-
son with all meets being virtual. 
Teams went to local sites to bowl 
and then reported their results. A 
composite scoring average is cal-
culated and adjusted for the state 
competition.

The end result was a positive 
experience with teammates, and 
exciting results for Como’s bowl-
ers. Freshman Nekiaya Klajbor 
finished in third place for the girls 
tournament. Sophomore Connor 
Tester and senior LaDondre Dry-
er teamed up to take third place in 
the doubles competition.

Eric Erickson is a teacher at Como 
Park High School and a longtime 
coach of school and youth sports in 
St. Paul.
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Coach John Fischbach and the Cougars after his 400th career win. 
Submitted photo by Eric Erickson.

Como Park track and field. Photo submitted by Eric Erickson.


