
Carol Kinne, Coordinator of Com-
munity & Student Services, writes 
an appreciation of librarian Louise 
Rowles (1927-2011).
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Science dept. conducts last-minute search
Lindsay Hendricks hired in the wake of Hadiya Woodham’s unexpected resignation

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12

Irene delays school, 
cancels orientation

by Daniel Stern ‘12

by Tara Wendell ‘13

Kindergarten students arrived at school to fi nd a new playground, constructed over the summer. See article on page four.

Immersed in graduate work, on a 
late July day in New York, Science 
Department Chair Elliott Huntsman 
received a surprising phone call: it was 
Betsy Leighton, the Associate Head 
of School, informing him that science 
teacher Dr. Hadiya Woodham had re-
signed in order to accept a teaching 
position at the University of Maryland 
College Park. 

With the beginning of the school 
year just weeks away, Huntsman would 
need to work, alongside Leighton and 
other administrators, to assemble a 
search committee and to fi nd a suit-
able replacement. And, just two weeks 
after the search began, the committee 
announced that replacement: Lindsay 
Hendricks, hired to fi ll Woodham’s 
position. 

As Huntsman was scrambling to 
fi nd a replacement for Woodham, 

Hendricks was scrambling to fi nd a 
teaching job in Baltimore. A former 
Biology major at Goucher College, 
Hendricks had just fi nished a two-year 
stint with Teach for America – she had 
been teaching high school science in 
Hartford, CT – and she had planned to 
return to Baltimore to fi nd a job in the 
city’s public school system. 

“But what I realized, once I got 
here,” Hendricks said, “was that my 
certifi cation from Connecticut wasn’t 

going to transfer to Baltimore City, so I 
had to look for a different option.” 

Hendricks had heard of Park School 
– some of her friends at Goucher were 
alumni – and she had always been im-
pressed with the school’s mantras of 
inquiry-based learning and genuine 
engagement. 

Hendricks’ résumé fi t the bill, and 
Huntsman was pleased with the results 
of the search. “Part of the diffi culty 
of the situation was the fact that ev-
erybody was already registered [for 
classes], so we needed to put together a 
job description emphasizing the areas 
– biology and chemistry – that Hadi-
ya was already scheduled to teach,” 
Huntsman said, “and it’s uncommon 
for a science teacher to specialize in 
both of those areas. We were extreme-
ly pleased to fi nd Lindsay, who just 
happened fi t those criteria and to be 
on the market late.” 

(Article continued on page 4)

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12
Lindsay Hendricks teaches two sections 
of biology, and two of chemistry.

The Postscript
     ONLINE
   is now live.     

DDDDDDDE

Visit us at 
www.parkpostscript.com.

 
The PDF version is still 

available at 
www.parkschool.net/pubs.

Hurricane Irene blew through Baltimore Au-
gust 27-28 leaving thousands without power and 
water, shutting school, and cancelling orientation 
activities. 

To prepare for the storm, Facilities secured 
the campus to avoid damage; the measures were 
largely successful except for an area-wide power 
outage that lasted fi ve days.   

According to Bob Peck, Director of Safety and 
Security, Transportation, and Auxiliary Programs, 
power was restored around two a.m., September 
1, and school was offi cially open hours later that 
same morning. 

The “goal was to have the school open and 
ready, as long as all systems were operational, 
Peck said. “By six a.m. there was no reason school 
couldn’t be opened.” 

While the fi rst day of the two-day ninth grade 
orientation had taken place Friday before the 
storm, orientation for other incoming new stu-
dents in all divisions did not occur. Both the sec-
ond day of orientation and new student orienta-
tion were meant to take place August 30, the day 
before school was scheduled to start. 

Dean of Students Traci Wright, who planned 
orientation, was “disappointed because the seniors 
put a lot of effort and time into planning their part. 
I think it’s important to have orientation, to help 
students get acclimated,” she said.

New students Melanie Kimball ’15 and Em 
Ridgeway ’15 agreed that missing a day of ori-
entation was stressful: “I was lost the whole day,” 
said Ridgeway. 

 “It was really hard. The fi rst day was really 
intimidating,” said Kimball. “I felt like I didn’t 
know anything.” 
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Dear Daniel,

Congratulations. School’s been open for almost three weeks, and you’re 
still alive. Kessinger hasn’t given you a wedgie and Jelena hasn’t trapped you 
in her suitcase. Malik hasn’t dropkicked you and Xiaomu hasn’t nuggeted 
your backpack.  Beyond that, your Mac is really hip, your haircut is so Bible, 
and you’ve effectively communicated to the student body your understand-
ing of the philosophical responsibilities of an Upper School Principal. We’re 
confi dent that, under your guidance, the year will run smoothly. 

But here’s the thing: you’re still a freshman. And because we’re seniors, 
as Howard might say, it’s our responsibility to usher you into Park’s “invi-
tational culture.” 

So here are our invitations, recommendations, suggestions, demands:

1. Be present. Roam the hallways; awkwardly join conversations; fi st-
pound, high-fi ve, and chest-bump; make a point to learn names, nicknames, 
zodiacs – the usual stuff; go to bake sales, and Habitat builds, and Goldsoundz, 
and playoff games. You’re part of this community now: show it.

2. Learn the terminology. Park has a unique way of expressing itself, a 
lingo, you could say. Get studying. Hotspot: look it up. ‘Bucks: look it up. 
Webs: look it up. The Pub: look it up. People here are friendly, so if you ever 
hear a term that’s unfamiliar, feel free to ask. Unless the term is swez. 

3. Show us who you are. Write a personal statement of 250-500 words 
expressi—just kidding, but seriously, who are you? We already know your 
pedagogy, and your educational ideology, but where are you ticklish? Where’s 
your happy place? And what would your mother say?

4. Bring spirit to Brooklandville. We can admit that we need a little more 
school pride. So, set the tone. Paint your chest every Friday, paint your face 
every Tuesday, and hum the Park School song every Wednesday. Wear Bruins 
attire on weekends, and on family vacations. It means a lot. 

Look, Dan, we know it’s daunting, but you have us on your side. So one 
last thing:

5. Read us.

Our eternal affection,
The Postscript  

A quarter mile above the city of 
Manhattan, a tightrope walker danced, 
bounced, and simply sat still on a cable 
attached to the two World Trade Center 
towers. It was August of 1974 and New 
Yorkers stood together on the streets be-
low, some daring him to jump, others beg-

ging him not to. 
In this beautiful story of love and sad-

ness in the City, Colum McCann intro-
duces us to Corrigan, the wild Irish monk 
living amongst prostitutes and drug lords 
in a sweaty fl at in the Bronx; a gathering 
on Park Avenue of mothers grieving the 
losses of their sons in Vietnam; an artist 
and her boyfriend dealing with the after-
math of a hit-and-run; and Tilly, a 30-year-
old prostitute working alongside her own 
daughter, desperate to do good. 

This novel is both striking and under-
stated. No matter your literary prefer-
ence, Let the Great World Spin will in-
spire, overwhelm, and move you. With 
relevance to the anniversary of the tragic 
happenings on September 11, 2001, the 
book will allow you to see New York in a 
different light. Check it out. It’s the kind 
of book you’ll want to buy. 

Editor’s pick:

Let The Great World Spin 

Principal advice

This year, The Postscript will feature 
a Contributions section, stocked with fi c-
tion, poetry, essays, visual art, and other 
work submitted by you, the readers. If 
you’ve written anything, for a class or 
for your own pleasure, that you think is 
engaging, insightful, or otherwise interest-
ing, we strongly encourage you to sub-
mit it. And, whether it’s a short story or a 
sketch, we’ll consider it for publication.

The Contributions section gives you, 
as students, a rare opportunity to write for 
a larger audience than just the classroom: 
with more than 1,100 subscribed readers 
(and even more than that on parkschool.
net and our website, parkpostscript.com), 
The Postscript will give you exposure to a 
large base of readers. Getting something 
published will serve as a refreshing re-
minder that most real world writing – the 
kind that you’d see in a literary magazine, 

or in a scientifi c journal – is intended for 
outside eyes. We think that the prospect 
of getting work published in The Post-
script is fresh and exciting; good writing 
is worth spreading, worth enjoying, and 
we know that anyone is capable of creat-
ing it.

If you’re not feeling quite so ambitious, 
check out our New Yorker-style caption 
contest, debuting in this issue’s Arts sec-
tion. Take a look at the image, and write 
a caption for it; again, we’ll consider all 
entries – from the hysterically funny, to 
the touchingly sad. Of course, we’re also 
always open to unsolicited Letters to the 
Editor and opinion pieces. 

Please submit anything, and everything, 
to postscript@parkschool.net. Whether 
you’re a student, a parent, an alum, or a 
faculty member, there’s a place for you in 
The Postscript.

cartoon by RJ Gitter ‘12

“Swez”?

Faculty Adviser
Susan Weintraub
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It was 1981 and Louise Rowles was 
taking a sabbatical. Little did I know 
when I accepted that long term substitute 
position how dramatically my life would 
change. The story might have ended when 
Louise returned after her three month so-
journ, but as things would have it, another 
librarian was in the throes of a challeng-
ing pregnancy, and I stayed to work with 
Louise. 

A quiet force she was, with a true pas-
sion for books and children. She mentored 
me by throwing me into the stacks (library 
speak for shelves) to absorb the adven-
tures that awaited. 

She shared her favorite authors, her 
wisdom about early childhood, her delight 
in young minds and the sophistication of 
the feedback she garnered from them in 
the story corner. She let me absorb it all 
and I fell in love -- with the library and 
with Louise. 

Three things I most remember when 
I refl ect back on the time we shared are: 
her notebooks, her ability to see brilliance 
in every child, and her large embrace of 
family and friends.

Louise kept a record of every book she 
read to every class every week of every 
year she was at Park. Going through it 
contained the same thrill that going into an 
old attic does for the treasure hunter.

 Therein one found the perennial favor-
ites shared every year, the introduction of 
a new author, subjects that clearly took 
hold one year but not another, a book that 
bombed… all broken down by grade and 
teacher. It was a valuable resource and a 
terrifi c tome for any aspiring teacher. 

Students loved coming to the library 
because Louise loved having them. She 
found their passions and helped develop 
them into life long learners by navigating 
with them through the card catalogs, the 
Dewey decimal system, the folklore, the 
facts, the fantasy…it was an adventure 
waiting to unfold when kids got to explore 
with her. 

She had the gift of seeing potential in 
every child and to honor it by directing 
them to information that fed and affi rmed 
them.

 The same was true in her home. She 
hosted the fi rst sandwich making assem-
bly line I ever attended -- with sandwiches 
going to VIVA House. 

The wooden train tracks spilled out of 

the family room as children created mas-
terpieces at another family gathering…
celebrations were frequent and fantastic. 
Louise welcomed us all as family, treated 
us royally and gave so much of herself to 
each of us. 

And so she lives on -- in the ‘new” li-
brary that took the best from her vision of 
the fi rst beautiful library on this campus 
that she helped design. 

Children and grandchildren of those 

she taught to love literature still clamor 
for great books wherever they are in the 
world and all of us lucky enough to spend 
time in the Rowles family home know it’s 
the people who make it so special. 

We carry Louise with us, in a notebook 
of our daily doings, in a bookmark per-
haps, or in a worn copy of a favorite book, 
in a recipe, too for some, but for oh so very 
many she will always be in our hearts. For 
that we remember and celebrate.

Remembering the magic of 
Louise Rowles, librarian
by Carol Kinne,  Coordinator of 
Community & Student Services

As librarian from 1962 to her retirement in 1988, Louise Rowles had a gift 
for fi nding just the right book for every child she worked with.  A celebra-
tion of her life will take place at Park on Sunday, October 23 at 1:00 p.m.

by Nikku Chatha ‘12

The decline of the American Empire
If President Obama wanted 

an early retirement, few things 
would guarantee it like suggest-
ing to the American public that 
we look to other countries for 
ideas. That would be tantamount 
to political heresy. 

We have an American way of 
doing things, after all. We live in 
a government of the people, by 
the people, for the people, un-
der God, where men (and now 

women too!) can pull themselves 
up by their bootstraps. It’s done 
wonders for us in the past, but 
these days are behind us. 

Simply put, the USA is no 
longer a power on the rise. Taboo 
or not, it might be worth looking 
outside our borders for solutions 
to our problems. But most impor-
tantly, so that America remains 
great, if not the greatest, we must 
let one thing go: the dogma stat-
ing that America is Special.  

If you don’t think America is 
past its prime, consider this. It 
is true that we are a global su-
perpower: our economy is the 
largest of any country, our mili-
tary arguably the strongest, and 
our culture pervades the whole 
globe. 

Despite all this, our country 
doesn’t feel like the top dog to 
many Americans. We’ve been in-
volved in a long string of costly 
and ineffective foreign interven-

tions, from Afghanistan to Libya. 
While we are spending billions 
of dollars nation building abroad, 
at home we are mired in a stag-
nant economy and a political 
deadlock.

Though the global opinion of 
America temporarily improved 
following President Obama’s in-
auguration, displeasure with the 
world’s policeman seems to be 
natural state of things. As grim 
as the present day may be, the 
way things are going future holds 
little promise, but rather more of 
the same.

Is it time to consider a differ-
ent approach to our problems? I 
will sound unpatriotic in saying 
this, but I think Americanism has 
failed us. We can and should be 
proud of the wealth and liberty 
our brand of the free market has 
brought us and the world.

 Yet at the moment the free 
market discourages companies 
from hiring new workers, but 
encourages them instead to 
downsize and outsource. While 
this practice does increase their 
short term profi ts, it does not se-
cure long term prosperity for the 
country. 

There are other models to fol-
low, such as China’s heavy infra-
structure spending or Germany’s 
policy of encouraging part-time 
work rather than full unemploy-

ment. The rest of the world has 
something to offer us too. 

I wrote earlier that we must 
avoid trapping ourselves with a 
belief in our own uniqueness. For 
starters, the idea of American ex-
ceptionalism is plain false. Dur-
ing the nineteenth century, Great 
Britain was in a similar position. 
It held a cultural and economic 
dominance over the world in the 
way we do (which back then took 
the form of battleships and colo-
nies instead of a McDonalds in 
every capital). 

In the same way Americans 
do now, Britons thought them-
selves unique among nations, 
destined to “rule the waves” and 
possessing the best way of doing 
things. By the 1950’s, maintain-
ing an empire was both unpopu-
lar and impossible. Britain serves 
as an example of how to age with 
grace. And if we don’t let go of 
our pride? We could end up like 
the Romans, overextending our-
selves and collapsing, full of hu-
bris to the end.  

photos courtesy Stephen McDaniel

President Barack Obama believes in American Exceptionalism, but is also willing to work in 
partnership with other governments. (Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/MCT)   

photo by  S. Weintraub
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Athletic Center exhibit captures Bruins’ history
by Tara Wendell ‘13

photo by Mark Plakotoris ‘12
One of the Athletic Center’s new exhibits recaps some of the most mem-
orable teams in the history of the Bruins.

As students entered the Ath-
letic Center for fall preseason 
practices, they noticed a change 
in the décor of the building. Over 
the summer, an exhibit honoring 
the school’s athletic program was 
installed in the Athletic Center.

According to Ridge Diven, 
Athletic Director, the process 
began three years ago. It was the 
idea of the athletic department to 
redo the lobby and hallways.

“The lobby was a little bland,”  
said Diven, “and in talking about 
what we could do to spruce it up, 
it snowballed into the current ex-
hibit.” 

The athletic department had 
always “loved the building,” he 
said, “but in terms of the presen-
tation of athletics, in a visual way, 

we felt we could do better.”
The bulk of the planning work 

was done by Director of Commu-
nications Hilary Jacobs and Ar-
chivist Michelle Feller-Kopman. 
The “artifacts” and some of the 
information came from alumni. 

The fi rst modifi cations began 
in spring of 2011 and the exhibit 
was ready for display by mid-
June. 

Displaying sports currently 
in season, photos directly to the 
right of the Upper School girls’ 
locker room will rotate every few 
months. In addition, a list of ath-
letes who played or are currently 
playing sports in college will be 
included in the exhibition. 

And, according to Diven “[the 
athletic department] will contin-
ue to brainstorm about how we 
can best represent Park athletics 

and our athletes.”
Diven believes that while 

many other schools have exhib-
its in athletic centers, “What’s 
different about our exhibition 
from that of other schools,” he 
said, “is that we’ve taken a his-
torical approach to Park athletics, 
instead of plaques and trophies, 
like most schools.”

The general response to the 
display has been “overwhelm-
ingly positive,” said Diven.  

“I didn’t know that Park had 
this history in sports,” said Tal 
Aizen ’12, “and I like that it dis-
plays the heritage.” 

But not all students feel this 
way.  “It’s not Park at all,” said 
Neicey Why ’14.  

“They’re trying too hard to 
make us like other schools,” said 
Jess Schwartz ‘14.

Woodham had given the 
school no indication that she 
was planning to resign. She had 
scheduled electives for the fol-
lowing year, prepared her cours-
es, and had even participated in 
a summer FACA, Faculty Port-
folios. “We had no prior notice,” 
Hunstman said.

“I became aware of the posi-
tion at the University of Maryland 
mid-summer after I had already 
begun a four-week FACA,” said 
Woodham in response to ques-
tions from Postscript.        
      “I was put in a rather awkward 
position,” she wrote, “as fi nding 
an appropriate school for my 
children, particularly my son, 
was becoming an increasingly 
challenging -- and I would even 

say emotional -- issue that had 
put quite a bit of pressure on my 
staying at Park.  The University 
was itself in a bit of a bind, trying 
to fi ll a last-minute position.”

One of the electives that 
Woodham was scheduled to 
teach, Cellular and Molecular 
Biology, was particularly dif-
fi cult to replace, given that it 
was, in Hunstman’s words, “a 
completely idiosyncratic elec-
tive.” Woodham had created the 
course, and she was the only one 
who had ever taught it. 

“Given the time frame of the 
summer,” Hunstman said, “it 
wasn’t reasonable to ask some-
one else [to teach Cellular and 
Molecular Biology], so we had 
to move kids around.” The Cel-
lular and Molecular Biology 

course, then, became an Animal 
Behavior course, taught by Jeff 
Jennings. 

“We actually considered the 
appeal,” Huntsman added, “and 
that a student who registered for 
Cellular would probably be inter-
ested in Animal Behavior.” 

So that Jennings wouldn’t be 
teaching more than his share of 
courses, the science department 
asked Head of Appalachian Chal-
lenge Matt Trump, also the direc-
tor of Park Camps, to teach one 
section of Biology with Chemis-
try. “Matt [Trump] has a Master’s 
Degree in Biology, and, even 
before this year, he’d expressed 
interest in teaching,” Hunstman 
said. “This seemed like a good 
opportunity for us, and a good 
opportunity for him to get some 

classroom experience.”
“While I knew that it would 

be a rather awkward and per-
haps even diffi cult fi rst year for 
the science department and its 
students,” Woodham said, “ulti-

 (continued from front cover)

Woodham accepts lecturing job at UMD College Park

Recess has taken on a whole 
new meaning for the Kindergart-
ners with a recent makeover of 
their outdated playground. 

The physical work started 
this summer, and was complet-
ed within a span of about three 
weeks. A committee consisting 
of Lower School Principal June 
Bennett, K-2 teacher and Kin-
dergarten Coordinator JoAnne 
Yamaka, Head of Facilities Lor-
raine Breining, and Director of 
Finances Joan Webber began 
planning the transformation in 
the spring of 2010. 

The group began by inter-
viewing multiple local compa-
nies that design playgrounds. 
They decided to use “Sparks @ 
Play,” a company owned and op-

erated by Isaac Sparks. Sparks 
was “very willing to work with 
us and we just loved the way 
their equipment blended in to 
the natural landscape,” Yamaka 
explained. 

“We wanted the new play-
ground to take advantage of the 
beautiful trees that frame the 
space, and to provide opportu-
nities for exploration and fun,” 
said Head of School Dan Paradis. 
A few of the new additions to the 
playground include a bike path 
that loops around the big play 
structure in the middle, a small 
garden towards the back that will 
eventually include a bird bath, 
and a new set of swings. 

Some enterprising kids have 
already started to discover the 
pretend fossils glued to the bot-

tom of the sandbox. Yamaka said 
that on the fi rst day of school, 
after digging in the sandbox, they 
shouted: “Look Miss JoAnne, 
there are fossils!” 

“The kids are convinced 
we’re going be famous and that 
we should call a museum,” she 
said.  

The desire to remodel the 
playground has been a long time 
coming. The school believed it 
was a priority this year, mostly 
because of the condition of the 
playground itself. 

“In general everything was 
just old and outdated and need-
ed to be replaced,” Webber said. 
“Another driving force for re-
placing the playground stemmed 
from the marketing tool the new 
kindergarten playground pro-

vides.” she said. 
The money that funded the 

playground renovations came 
from a variety of sources. A sig-
nifi cant amount came from the 
school’s operating budget. An-
other large sum came from dona-
tions from the Parents’ Associa-
tion, given to the school over the 
past three years. 

When former Kindergarten 
teachers Hillary Barry and Melpa 
Warres retired in 2010, families 
wanting to honor them started a 
fund in their name with the inten-
tion of using the donated money 
to fund a new playground. Lastly, 
a few separate gifts from parents 
helped fund the $150,000 proj-
ect. 

A ribbon cutting ceremony 
took place Wednesday Septem-

ber 7 in the morning in pouring 
rain. Paradis was in attendance.  
“Children from both the K-2 
and K-1 classes helped snip 
the ribbon symbolically repre-
senting the grand opening of a 
playground that will be enjoyed 
for many years to come,” said 
Paradis. “We couldn’t be happier 
with the fi nal results,” he said. 

School commissions kindergarten playground
by Hannah Sibel ‘13

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12

mately, I had to weigh this against 
a new career that I knew in my 
heart would be much  more ame-
nable to my family situation.”

 “I think that Hadiya had valid 
reasons for leaving,” Hunstman 
said. “She lives far away, and her 
kids go to school out there, so, 
on that level, I completely un-
derstand why she left. The only 
diffi cult part of the situation was 
the timing.” And, though it was a 
time crunch, Hunstman is certain 
that he’s found apt replacements. 
“We’ve been very pleased with 
Matt and Lindsay,” he said.

Hendricks, too, is happy that 
she’s here: “Park students are 
very accountable for them-
selves,” she said. “They’re very 
curious, and polite. I think this 
is a very healthy community.”

photo courtesy Brownie 
Dr. Hadiya Woodham now 
teaches cell biology at Col-
lege Park.
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The Arctic Club, an environmental science research activity ad-
vised by Upper School science teacher Julie Rogers, spends the 
year doing science-based community service and raising money 
-- culminating in a summer trip to the Arctic. 

This August, Rogers took the club’s 14 members to Churchill, 
Manitoba and Wapusk National Park, areas just south of the Arctic 
Circle with subarctic climates. In these two locations they conducted 
their own environmental fi eld ecology and toxicology research. 

The following piece, entitled “A Taste of Glory,” was written 
by Arctic Club member Emily King ‘12, for an assignment in Kevn 
Coll’s Writing Practicum class.

I was shaking and grinning as I clutched 
the four cards. This was it. The fi nal show-
down. Fifteen players had already been 
eliminated, and now it was just me and 
those sparkling eyes. 

I faced him from across the spindly, 
scrap-wood table that dominated the one-
room building known fondly as “The 
Kitchen.” I felt like I was in survival mode. 
I wasn’t aware of the orchestra of wind and 
rain outside, or the chatter drifting over 
mugs of tea and hot chocolate. 

The only things in my world were four 
cards, James D. Roth, PhD, and that dull, 
overused spoon on the table between us. 
“Ready?” I nodded weakly. My adrenaline 
level must have been as high as the twelve-
foot polar bear-proof fence surrounding the 
camp. 

He slowly drew the fi rst card. It took an 
hour to pass through his hands, and only 
an instant in mine. Nope. Nope. Nope. I 
just need one more. Four sixes. My arm 
whipped out, and that dull spoon glinted 
like a fl ash of lightning as I snatched it 
up. 

Amid the cheers and clapping I caught 
Jim’s smile through his frosty beard, and I 
grinned back, ear to ear. “Good game.” 

And that was it. I was the champion 
of the largest game of Spoons that had 
ever been played at Nester One Research 
Camp, Wapusk National Park, Manitoba, 
Canada. 

But of course everyone let me win just 
because it was my birthday. 

A summer of research in the Arctic
Photos and memories from the Arctic Club’s annual trip

A Taste of Glory
by Emily King ‘12

Gett ing to 
Know:

Jenn Eng
Jennifer Eng is the 
newest member of the 
US English Depart-
ment. Coming from 
Milton Academy in 
Massachusetts, she an-
swered some questions 
about her fi rst impres-
sions. 

Q: What drew you to Park?  
     A: A lot of things appealed 
to me about Park, but the ap-
pearance of the words “disorder 
and untidiness” on its website 
convinced me that the school 
has a breathing and complex 
understanding of students. 
Also, I loved that my interview 
included a conversation with 
students, unmonitored by an 

adult or administrative eye. 
Students have real credibility 
here. 

Q: What has been the hardest 
part of adjusting?
     A: I just left a school where 
I had taught for what felt like 
a mini-lifetime and, to be hon-
est, I miss my old students. I 
keep expecting one of them 

to emerge from one of these doorways with a 
question about noun clauses or to come rocket-
ing down the hall with a new argument about the 
nature of man.

Q: Who, or what, has helped you adjust the 
most?
     A: The entire faculty has been friendly, 
but the members of the English department in 
particular have been executing superheroic feats 
of welcome. They’ve given me fl owers, books, 
homemade soup, multi-course dinners, warm 
beverages, and unblinking, guileless conversa-
tion. Anand Thakker is an old friend of mine 
from graduate school, so he’s been providing the 
entire spectrum of heartfelt support and heart-
felt mockery. Also, my student buddy, Katelyn 
Greller, keeps checking up on me during natural 
disasters and drifting into my fi eld of vision at 
just the right moments.

Q: What were your fi rst impressions of the 
students?
   A: Students seem to run the range from relent-
lessly sweet to generously skeptical, awkwardly 
charismatic to silently hilarious, shockingly soul-
ful to cynically unshockable.

Q: What makes Park different?
    A: Dogs are welcome in the library; cookies 
are available on a daily basis; brown is regarded 
as a color that could inspire spirit and loyalty.

If you’re writing a term paper, and you want 
to be able to work on it both at home and at 
school, you have several options.

You could email the fi le to yourself back 
and forth, but that’s inconvenient and messy.  
You could store the fi le on a fl ash drive that 
you keep with you, but that takes discipline. 

Or you could use Dropbox.  
Dropbox is an online service that lets you 

share fi les across multiple computers (or other 
digital devices).  Whenever you edit your term 
paper document on one computer, Dropbox 
automatically synchronizes the change to any 
computer where your Dropbox account is in-
stalled.  

And, it’s free.
The difference between Dropbox and other 

websites, such as Google Docs, that store your 
fi les online is one of convenience: you keep the 
fi les you want to share in a special folder on 
your computers.  The Dropbox folder acts just 
like any other folder on your computer except 
that it’s automatically updated with the latest 
versions of your fi les.  

Microsoft Word, for example, opens docu-
ments directly from and saves them directly 
to the Dropbox folder with no downloading or 
attaching necessary.  Dropbox is like a USB 
drive that magically plugs itself into every 
computer you use.

Since your fi les are stored on the web -- or, 
as pretentious computer people will say, “in the 
cloud” -- even if your home computer crashes 
or a hurricane shuts down the school’s serv-
ers, your term paper is safe.  You can always 
access your Dropbox folder by logging in to 
the web site.

Dropbox gives you 2 GB of free storage 
-- enough space for 11,650 term papers.

I’ve been using the service for a year, and 
it’s been invaluable.  Whereas I used to man-
age school assignments with long email chains 
with myself, I now effortlessly open and save 
them directly from my Dropbox folder on any 
computer.

One caveat is that you must install Dropbox 
on any computer on which you want to ac-
cess your Dropbox folder.  That process can 
take a while because the new computer must 
download all of your fi les for the fi rst time.  
Still, the convenience of having all of your 
fi les available on any computer is well worth 
a few minutes’ wait.

The Digital Lab:

by Jeremy Cohen ‘12

Instructions for installing Dropbox
 on school computers:

1. Download Dropbox from www.dropbox.com

2. Double click on the executable fi le, and run it.

3. When asked which user to run as, press “can-
cel.”

4. Click “Yes” -- you want to continue. 

5. Wait until Dropbox installs.

Using 
Dropbox

photos courtesy Kathryn Whitney ‘08
Over the summer, a group of interested students traveled to 
Churchill, Manitoba, on the Arctic Club’s annual trip.

photo courtesy Jenn Eng
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Take responsibility; do the summer reading

Each summer, one small in-
convenience always echoes in 
the back of Upper School 
students’ minds: summer 
reading.  

 Most schools in the 
United States have re-
quired summer work 
ranging from read-
ing and essays to 
math packets. 
At Park, we are 
fortunate to 
practice a sys-
tem that promotes 
the continuation of reading 
during school’s hiatus, but still 

revolves around the interests and 
needs of the student body. 

Students are given the chance 
to suggest any work 
of fi ction or non-
fi ction for the sum-
mer reading list, so 
that the choices re-
fl ect what teenagers 
actually want to read. 
Unlike other schools, 
which assign usually 
between two and fi ve 

books to read, we 
are given 
the freedom to 

choose one that 
truly interests us.

This system 
should be easy 

enough to complete 
during our three-month 

vacation—not to mention, 
the discussions do not even 

take place until a few weeks 
into school. However, each 

year, a large number of students 

do not fulfi ll the summer reading 
requirements. 

English Department 
Chair Patti Porcarelli 
explained the reason-
ing behind the current 
summer reading pro-
gram that was initi-
ated about 10 years 
ago. “We believe 
that all Park stu-
dents are readers 
and will be reading 
over the summer 

anyway,” she said.  
“They should have 
a shared experi-
ence.”

Of course, there 
are plenty of pro-
found and engaging 
summer book discus-
sions each fall, but nearly 
every conversation also has 
a handful of students who did 
not read the book, and silently 
observe without contributing. 

Not only does this hurt the 
individual student who has 
chosen not to immerse him-
self or herself in the group 
discussion, but it also takes 
away from the dynamic 
of the conversation. The 
groups are not over-
whelmingly large, so 
when only one or 
two members are 
not participating, 

the dia-
logue can 

easily suffer.
Perhaps it is in-

evitable that in high 
school, some stu-

dents will opt not 
to read their book 

over the sum-
mer whether 

they are re-
quired to 

participate in a 
short discussion, or are 

tested on the material. 

by Samantha Max ‘14 However, Porcarelli remarked 
that summer reading at Park 

carries “an expectation 
that everyone 
will join in…

We trust that stu-
dents will meet the 

expectation…like 
the homework we 

expect done, papers 
we expect in.”  

The Park Philosophy 
states: “To participate in 

the life of The Park School 
requires trust in these good 

prospects, effort to sustain 
these positive expectations…” 
When students neglect summer 
reading, they break the trust on 
which this school is built. 

If we cannot even read a sin-
gle book over the summer just 
because we are not tested on it, 
how can teachers be sure that we 
won’t cheat on tests or stop doing 
our homework, simply because 
they do not check? 

few mornings ago 
at breakfast, my 
younger brother 
looked straight 

at my dad. With a devilish grin 
and raised eyebrow he said, “I 
can manipulate you so easily; 
it’s as if I’m a Republican and 
you’re a Democrat.” 

Immediately, I was back in 
Washington, where I spent a 
summer month working as a 
Senate Page. 

Pages work on the Senate 
fl oor, setting up before Senate 
convenes, and cleaning up after 
adjournment. We run documents 
from the Capitol to the Senate 
offi ce buildings. 

Before a senator speaks, it’s 
our job to provide him or her with 
water and, fun fact: each senator 
has a specifi c water order.  For 
example Senator Tom Udall of 
New Mexico likes a combina-
tion of hot and sparkling water 
in a room temperature glass.  The 
work itself is fairly menial but 
the program gives students the 
opportunity to witness often-
fascinating debates. 

I worked during the debt-ceil-
ing crisis. For anyone who didn’t 
follow the news this summer, 
Congress spent several weeks 
debating whether or not to raise 
the United States’ debt ceiling, 
which, simply put, is the maxi-
mum amount of money that the 
U.S. can borrow. The debt ceil-
ing has been raised 74 times un-
eventfully since 1962 -- includ-
ing 18 under Ronald Reagan and 

seven under George W. Bush.  
The question of raising the debt 
ceiling carried implications. 
How could America dig itself 
out a deep and growing hole? 
How could we fi x our economy? 

 I don’t think that it is over-
dramatic to say that in my month 
as a Senate page, I watched our 
political system begin to crum-
ble.  Bipartisanship fl ew out the 
window. Politicians wrestled 
like toddlers in a sandbox, refus-
ing to compromise. Republicans 
manipulated Democrats like big 
playground bullies. 

For three weeks, senators 
fought, squabbled and argued, 
before passing a messy piece of 
legislation, moments before the 
August 2 deadline. It raised the 
debt ceiling, but also snatched 
money from important pro-
grams, such as Medicare. 

Soon after, Standard and 
Poor’s, a credit rating agency, 
downgraded America’s credit 
rating, citing, in part, pessimism 
over Congress’s ability to come 
together to make important 
choices. Thus, whether we’re 
Democrats or Republicans, we 
can at least agree that the situa-
tion is dire. 

Yet one selfi sh question must 
be posed. What do the debt-ceil-
ing debate and resulting credit 
downgrade actually mean?  How 
will this affect average people? 

Because our credit has been 
downgraded, America may have 
to borrow money at higher inter-
est rates. But the government is 
already strapped for funds, and 
the budget plan passed August 2 
cuts from vital programs. Now, 
America could stand to lose even 
more money and, as a result, face 
even more budget slashes. 

The one solution that instantly 
jumps to my mind is to get rid of 
the Bush Tax cuts for individu-
als earning more than $250,000 a 
year.  That would allow America 
to continue supporting vital pro-
grams such as Social Security. 
We would no longer be forcing 
the least-fortunate to bear the 
burden of our debt.  It would also 
serve to lessen the growing gap 
between rich and poor. 

Furthermore, higher tax rates 
would bring more money into 
the economy, gradually allow-
ing us to reduce our defi cit – the 
$1.3 trillion gap between what 
we spend and what we take in 
every year -- and eventually pay 
off our $14.7 trillion debt. 

The rancorous debt ceiling de-
bate caused many people to lose 
faith the American political sys-
tem. I know I’m losing it. Politi-
cians are more eager to fi ght with 
each other than support compre-
hensive and fair plans. It’s hard 
to see a bright future. 

A

by Sophie Neiman ‘13

photo courtesy S. Neiman ‘13

“Whether we’re 
Democrats or Re-
publicans, we can at 
least agree that the 
situation is dire.”

Sophie Neiman ‘13, above with Senator Ben Cardin, worked, 
over the summer, as a United States Senate Page.

A Congress Divided
Sophie Neiman ‘13, who served as a 
U.S. Senate Page, recounts her ex-
periences watching deadlock and 
partisanship on the senate fl oor. 
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As the eighth and fi nal Harry Potter 
movie, Harry Potter and the Deathly Hal-
lows (Part 2), is released, and a decade-
long movie franchise comes to a close, 
we are now faced with a painful and un-
deniable truth: the American public will 
pay money for entertainment regardless of 
how poor and unimaginative it might be as 
long as it bears the name “Harry Potter.” 

If only Director David Yates hadn’t 
been so adamant about keeping the movie 
true to the book, maybe he could have 
transformed this lifelessy acted CGI wiz-
ardry orgy into a lifelessly acted CGI wiz-
ardry orgy with creative action scenes. I 
don’t care what the book says -- when you 
are given a $250,000,000 movie budget, 
the fi nal battle between the two greatest 
wizards of all time should be something 
more creative than, “The guy who points 
his lightning bolt harder wins!” 

Sadly there are no gripping plotlines 
within the movie to distract you from how 
unimaginative the battle scenes are. Not 
only do most of the characters feel rela-

tively one dimensional (another mistake 
was the movie’s continued casting of the 
dreadfully awkward Daniel Radcliffe as 
Harry Potter) but the breakneck pace of 
the movie leaves it feeling more like a 
summary of events than an intelligent 
window into the lives of real people. I 
would have cared about one of the 20 or 
so subplots, if any of them had been given 
more than 30 seconds of dedicated screen 
time. 

While as a whole the movie is clearly 
garbage bordering on fan-fi ction, there 
were one or two moments which achieve 
believability. Nevertheless, that illusion is 
quickly broken by yet another sudden jerk 

Harry Potter 7: magically underwhelming 

by Jack Califano ‘12

Brief reviews of some 
of today’s most note-
worthy entertainment

Crazy, Stupid, Love

by Mai Asmerom ‘13

B+

in the plot, which means that ultimately 
those scenes do nothing more than remind 
you of how kitsch and childish the rest of 
fi lm really is.

The death of Snape at the hands of 
Voldemort’s snake Nagini is one such 
moment. The uncomfortable brutality 
with which Nagini mercilessly assaults 
Snape presents a level of violent realism 
unknown to the Potter movies. But it’s 
real, and when contrasted with the less 
than gritty speed summary of Snape’s life-
long adoration for Harry’s mother, that 
adoration feels produced and rushed, as 
do countless other moments in the mov-
ie, which have the potential for so much 
more emotional depth. 

It’s simply a matter of trying to do too 
much with too little time. 

Consisting largely of cheap thrills, 
underwhelming acting, and various plot 
inconsistencies, the only thing magical 
about this fi lm is the fact that it somehow 
managed to garner a 96% approval rating 
on Rotten Tomatoes. If only Voldemort 
had managed to kill Harry the fi rst time 
around.

The postscript
       CAPTION CONTEST

Don’t bother getting up for popcorn 
during this movie. By the time you get 
back to your seat, the love triangles be-
tween all the main characters will be so 
twisted that there’s no hope for you to 
get back on track. Crazy, Stupid, Love’s 
impressive cast, which includes Steve 
Carrell, Ryan Gosling, Emma Stone, Ju-
lianne Moore, and Kevin Bacon, is sweet, 
funny, and smart. They bring a sense of 
life and believability to a script that de-
pends a little too heavily on coincidence 
to keep the plot moving. At least twice 
during the movie, you’ll be forced to 
swallow your disbelief and keep viewing.

But where Crazy, Stupid, Love falls 
short on actual plot, it soars on the 

strength of the acting. The best parts of 
the movie are undoubtedly the small 
interludes; Gosling and Stone, as young 
lovers Hannah and Cal, are cute and 
touching during their courtship, and 
Carrell as Jacob shows intense, private 
pain when faced with the solitude in 
his life after his wife, Emily (Moore), 
leaves him. And although the ending is 
trite, in the way only romantic-comedies 
can get away with being, Crazy, Stupid, 
Love is defi nitely one to check out.

After Rick Delaney, organizer and 
curator of Park’s three galleries, was let 
go last year due to budget cuts, the Arts 
Department moved to fi ll the void.  Direc-
tor of Arts Carolyn Sutton and art teacher 
Garry Cerrone set up a class called Ex-
hibitions, which now handles the gallery 
shows that Delaney used to manage.

The course listing for Exhibitions 
states that students “will be responsible 
for all aspects of two exhibitions during 
the school year. They will develop themes 
for shows, visit studios and websites to 
select artists, physically hang all the work 
in the gallery, write the wall text, make 
the labels, and then plan and execute 
programing like gallery talks and assem-
blies.” The Gallery Committee will also 
assist in creating the exhibitions. 

Of course, it will not be easy to fi ll 
Delaney’s shoes even, downsizing from 
three exhibitions a year to two, and from 
three exhibition spaces (the Library gal-
lery, the curved wall gallery next to the 
Meyerhoff, and the Richman gallery) to 
just the Richman. 

Although Sutton acknowledges the 
obstacles facing the galleries this year, 
she is not overly worried. “Looking at it 
in as positive a light as I can, I think it’s 
impressive that kids will get to interact 
with the artists and gallery space so much. 
Will it look as professional? No, but that’s 
because they’re kids.”

 Meanwhile, Akira Townes ’13 has a 
similar take on the matter. “We’re work-
ing hard in Exhibitions to do the best we 
can,” she said. “I don’t think that many 
people will notice a difference. It might 
even connect more with students, since 
we’re curating it too.”

Noble Ingram ’12, the Head of Gal-
lery Committee, also agrees. “I think the 
changes will be felt,” he said, “but we’re 
trying our best to make sure these gallery 
shows are just as good as, or better than, 
last year’s.”

by Mai Asmerom ‘13

Students 
take over 
exhibitions

Are you creative? Funny? Innovative?

Write a caption for the image on the right and 
submit it to The Postscript. Next issue, we’ll 
publish our favorite three.

---------

Send your caption to postscript@parkschool.
net, in an email with the subject “CAPTION 
CONTEST.” 

OR 

Write your caption on a piece of paper, and 
put it in the mailbox of Daniel Stern, Ellie 
Kahn, Leah Shapiro, or Susan Weintraub.

photo courtesy Carolyn Sutton

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12



Sports to the Max

The Girls’ Varsity Soccer team hopes 
to reach a second consecutive title game, 
but, this time around, it would be under 
the leadership of the new head coach, 
French teacher Malick Mbengue. “I was 
a little nervous in the beginning because 
this was my fi rst time coaching girls,” 
Mbengue said, “but I am very excited to 
be able to coach this team.”

Mbengue certainly has a lot of expe-
rience playing and coaching soccer. He 
grew up in Senegal, where soccer is a 
popular pastime. “Soccer was natural 
there. I grew up playing soccer every 
day,” said Mbengue. He also played soc-
cer in high school, and for a pro club team 
through college. When Mbengue moved 
to America, he competed in a city league 
in Kentucky and in a semi-pro league in 
Wisconsin.

Prior to coaching Girls’ Varsity, Mben-
gue worked with other young soccer 
teams. He coached the same youth soccer 
team for seven years, from the time the 
players were seven years old. Last year, 
which was his fi rst year teaching French in 
the Upper School, he coached the Middle 
School Boys’ A soccer team.

Overall, the girls on the team are very 

glad to have Mbengue as their coach. 
“Malick really understands the game of 
soccer and how to teach it,” said Rebecca 
Kolodner ’13, a key varsity player for the 
past two seasons. “He knows that we don’t 
need to have amazing foot skills to be a 
triumphant team, and that soccer is best 
played with lots of passing and careful 
anticipation. I am very happy with Malick 
as our coach,” she said.

The team is led by senior captains Ari-
anna Strome, Emily King, and Tess Sav-

age. Assistant coaches Jeff Jennings, Jeff 
Zerhusen and Anand Thakker will support 
Mbengue in his fi rst year as head coach.

“The team knows they are capable of 
winning; we just need to focus and have a 
winning mentality in order to get back to 
the championship,” said Mbengue.

The fi rst year coach invites everyone 
to come out and support the team as they 
work to get out of the slump and win a C 
conference championship. Grinning, he 
said, “Bring it on!”

Mbengue leads Girls’ Varsity Soccer
by Reid Danels ‘13

As defending champions of the 
MIAA B-Conference, the Varsity 
Baseball team fi nished the season with 
just one win last year.  

After losing seven seniors from the 
championship team, we went into the 
season with just 10 baseball players.

 Midway through the season, vet-
eran catcher Max Berner ’12 broke 
his hand and the nine of us played out 
the remainder of the season one case 
of the fl u away from forfeiture. How 
did Park baseball take such a turn for 
the worse?

The number one reason for the 
team’s plight was the weakness of the 
senior class.  We had two seniors on 
the roster last year: Alec Ring and Seth 
Gelblum.  

Ring was easily our best player, 
earning all-MIAA honors, but Gel-
blum had not played baseball for sev-
eral years.  

The class of 2010 was led by pitcher 
Ben Brewster. Last season, our pitch-
ing consisted of starters Gabe Ache-
son ’12 and Trevor Paladino ’13, who 
had hardly any high school experience 
coming into the season.  

Still, senior ballplayers graduate 
every year, so why was Park so dev-
astated by their losses?  

The lack of interest in baseball at 
our school is reaching new highs, and 
honestly it’s hard to blame students for 
not wanting to participate.  

I’ve loved baseball since the fi rst 
time I picked up a tee ball bat, but for 
most kids, it’s hard to love baseball 
in Baltimore.  The Orioles Magic of 
our parents’ generation has turned into 
Orioles Tragic. 

 The Orioles have clinched their 
fourteenth straight losing season, and 
being a baseball fan in our fi ne city has 
become pretty miserable.  

Slowly but surely, baseball is being 
usurped by the quicker, harder-hitting 
sport of lacrosse.  But for me, no mat-
ter how many games the Orioles lose, 
I will always love baseball.  There’s 
nothing quite like hitting a line drive 
through the gap, or backhanding a hard 
groundball at third base.  

So for all you freshman baseball 
players, if your friends want you to 
join them on the lacrosse team, I ad-
mit it can be quite appealing.  Still, I 
implore you, take one for the team.  
Baseball at Park is quickly dying, and 
it’s up to you to save it.

by Jake Max ‘12

 photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12
Mbengue routinely scrimmages with his team during practice. Girls’ Varsity Soc-
cer is 2-0, as of 9/15/11, with wins over Glenelg and Indian Creek.

On a typical Monday morning during 
the fall, besides the normal chatter of dis-
interest in school and of classes, words 
not usually said during the rest of the year 
are heard in the Park hallways: “Don’t 
worry, Michael Vick will get at least 20 
points tonight.” 

These conversations about fantasy 
football have, over the years, replaced 
more concrete discussion of actual foot-
ball games. Yes, there will always be talk 
about how the Ravens beat the Steelers, 
and about all of the things that happened in 
those games, but fantasy football is grow-
ing bigger and bigger here at school.

A fantasy football league is a group 
of around 10 friends who each act as the 
“owner” of a “team.”  To win the league, 
owners try to earn the most points each 
week, exploiting the onfi eld achievements 
of specifi c positional players from every 
team in today’s NFL. 

The fantasy football season starts be-
fore both the NFL season and the school 
year.  Leagues usually set their drafts for 

around the end of August.
“I think it’s a great way to stay inter-

ested in football the entire year,” said Max 
Berner ’12, whose league consists of eight 
of his friends in twelfth grade. “There’s 
always something that feels right to me 
about a little healthy competition.” 

Berner, who estimates that he spends 
two-to-three hours each week on his team, 
has waged three unsuccessful campaigns 
for victory during his league’s three-year 
existence. 

“The fi rst year, I came in last 
place,” Berner said. “I was new, 
and got tricked into giving up my 
best player.  It was rough.”  Last 
year Berner came in third place -- 
disappointing to him, but still an im-
provement. “This year I’m extremely 
confi dent; my team is built around 
the running back position,” he said. 
His running back corps is headlined 
by Peyton Hillis, Jamaal Charles, and 
Ahmad Bradshaw;  all of his running 
backs have the potential of “putting up 
double digits every week.”

Although being an expert in football 
doesn’t necessarily make for being a good 
fantasy football owner, Graeme Frost ’13 
says that it does help a little. “There are 
things like injuries that happen, and there 
are always surprise players that even ex-
perts can’t predict, so it’s a little luck, but 
that is usually set up by some knowledge.” 

Fantasy football is not only for brag-

ging rights or just for a little competition; 
it is just another way to enjoy the game 
of football. “It makes me pay attention 
to non-Ravens games because I want to 
see how players on my fantasy team are 
doing,” said Frost.

 Fantasy football is a way to fi ght your 
friends -- to see who is truly the bigger fan 
or the most knowledgeable about football 
-- but it can also be simply a fun activity. 
For whichever reason you choose to play 

the game, you are sure to expe-
rience both the highs and the 
lows of the season. 

Playing 
the game:
Fantasy football 
sweeps Upper School
by Eric Sussman ‘13
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For whichever reason you choose to play 
the game, you are sure to expe-

rience both the highs and the
lows of the season. 

Charles Trainor Jr./Miami Herald/MCT
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