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Theater dept. enters national competition
by Alec Ring ‘11

photo by R. Ringler ‘11

In addition to being reviewed by students from 
other schools, the cast of Into the Woods will 
prepare a musical number to preform at the 
Cappies’ hosted gala this spring.

Top math classes lack gender balance 

Who needs a Tony when they 
can have a Cappie? Sponsored 
by political satire performing 
group  The Capitol Steps, the 
Critics and Awards Program 
(Cappies) is a national program 
to promote High school theater 
and journalism in which students 
act as critics reviewing other lo-
cal school productions. Park’s 
theatre department has joined 
the Baltimore chapter of Cappies 
and will participate in this year’s 
competition.

“The Cappies were really 
started so that kids could see 
other kids’ productions which 
could unite the theatre communi-
ty,” said Adele Dinerstein, Upper 
School Music teacher and one of 
the faculty members responsible 
for the new Cappie membership.  
“They do give awards,” she said, 
“but really it is a way to recog-
nize and value the performers 
who spend as much time in the 
theater as athletes spend on the 
fi eld.”

Joey Fink ’11 will lead the 
writing team, and will include 
other interested members who 
want to attend high school shows 

and write reviews. “Going to oth-
er high school productions and 
writing reviews about them and 
then nominating them for various 
awards just seemed like a lot of 
fun to me,” said Fink. 

To participate in the Cappies, 
each school selects one produc-
tion, usually the school’s largest, 
to be reviewed by the others.  
Into The Woods, running 
November 18-20 is 
the designated 
Cappie show.

D i n e r -
stein, who 
has served 
as musi-
cal director 
since 1992 
e x p l a i n e d 
that each stu-
dent writer needs to 
review fi ve shows.  At 
the end of the year these writ-
ers vote on a points system for 
Cappie awards.   The culminat-
ing event is a gala, during which 
each school has three minutes 
to perform something from the 
show.  “The gala is in the spring,” 
Dinerstein said, “which poses a 
major challenge since we need to 
keep something rehearsed.”

There are Cappie awards for 

many aspects of theater including 
makeup design, costume, props 
and effects, as well as classic 
awards such as best production, 
lead actor and actress, and best 
critic. “It’s nice to be involved 
with the musical communities 
of other schools,” said Into the 
Woods cast member Julia Bos-
cov-Ellen ’11.  “We’ll be able to 
see what other schools are doing, 
but being a Cappie member re-

ally hasn’t infl uenced our think-
ing in terms of our own show,” 
she said. 

Other members of the Bal-
timore Cappie chapter include 
Annapolis, Baltimore Talent 
Development, Catonsville, Beth 
Tfi loh, Severna Park, Glenelg 
Country Day, Hereford, Loyola 
Blakefi eld, Notre Dame Prep, 
Old Mill, Patapsco, and Liberty 
High School.
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by Emma Gross ‘11

 Walk into an accelerated math 
class and students will be busy 
working in small groups, pouring 
over problem sets, or engaged in 
class discussions. But something 
is missing: girls.  

Statistics confi rm that for the 
2009-2010 school year,  gender 
break down in top math classes 
(Math 9-1 and 10-1, Calculus, 
Advanced Calculus, and Ad-
vanced Algebra) was 31.46% 
girls and 68.54% boys. 

Why does this gender imbal-
ance occur? What is the effect on 
classroom dynamics?

 Girls are present in advanced 
electives across all disciplines, 
making up 49.52% of acceler-
ated classes overall.  In fact, 
girls make up the majority of 
accelerated courses in language 
and arts. 

So why is it that girls pursue 
challenging classes in arts and 
language over those in math? 

“As girls and boys grow up 
they experience cultural signals 

of who and what kind of student 
they are expected to be,” said 
Upper School math department 
chair Mimi Cukier. “Female role 
models for girls, more than male 
role models for boys, typically 
express discomfort or fear of 
math, and this apprehension is 
passed on to young girls.” 

Science teacher Dorrie Bright 
agrees: “Students who dismiss 
subjects by saying, ‘I’m bad at 
physics!’ are infl uenced by what 
they hear from their parents. I 
spend time at the beginning of 
the year trying to undo the ap-
prehension students have upon 
hearing the word ‘physics.” 

Cukier spoke about attitudes 
in the classroom. “While both 
boys and girls run into problems 
they don’t know how to solve, 
girls can be more likely to think 
that their diffi culty with one prob-
lem means they are bad at math, 
whereas boys can be more likely 
to think of the problem as being 
an isolated thing, hardly relevant 
to the question of whether they 
are good or bad at math.”

“Girls seem to internalize 
challenges with mathematics 
more than male students do,” said 
math teacher Angela Doyle. 

Societal infl uence may be one 
cause of gender imbalances in 
top math and science classes, but 
students and faculty presented 
additional views as well.

“Girls may not be in top math 
and science classes simply be-
cause challenging themselves 
in arts and language is more ap-
pealing,” said Anias Stambolis-
D’Agostino ’12. “With math 
you are searching for a single, 
precise answer, where as in the 
languages and arts there is room 
for creativity.”

Upper school math teacher 
Tony Asdourian agrees: “Stu-
dents who are apprehensive 
about math may be under the 
impression that the purpose of 
solving a problem is to fi nd a 
single correct answer. Boys may 
be more interested in solving for 
one response, whereas girls do 
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Girls and boys split equally at all levels until reaching Upper School

With few girls in upper level math classes and electives, the 
school continues investigating ways to change the trend.  
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After mulling it over for a few weeks, I 
feel I must respond to Ellie Kahn’s “The SEX 
Column” in the September 22, 2010 issue.
In particular I take great exception to the 
assertions that “Catholic school girls have 
it easy. They get to wear miniskirts ev-
eryday and don’t need to worry about a 
relationship not working out because they 
can just join a convent.”

First (typed with a smile), Park (and for 
that matter, most public school) students 
are the lucky ones, getting to wear what 
they like each and every day. You have the 
right and the freedom to wear or not wear 
a miniskirt, so by all means go ahead if 
the mood strikes you.

What is upsetting is the reference to 
“just join[ing] a convent.”  The deci-

Each year, debates ring through the 
hallways, classes are derailed by discus-
sion, letters are written, and apologies are 
(sometimes) made.  Some years it’s be-
cause of a speaker we bring in; other years 
it’s about out-of-school conduct. 

This year it was about an assembly 
preformance by senior boys.  

No assembly has been so discussed 
since Maayan “the mangos are as sweet 
as candy” Jaffe came and gave us a lesson 
in pro-Israel propaganda.

Maybe, as one teacher said, “Brandon 
and Cody’s assembly just fi lled a vacuum 
where we need to argue.” But regardless, 
the assembly provoked more talk than 
even the recent DADT assembly.

And luckily, that’s all it did.  While 
it provoked a handful of letters, some 

We learn from experiences, not from punishment

sion to enter the religious life is a very 
complicated and personal one, not en-
tered into lightly.  A woman considering 
the convent does not do so because of 
a high-school relationship gone wrong.
Park so strongly emphasizes diversity, 
tolerance, acceptance, and sensitivity 
that I am very concerned and dismayed 
that these comments came through in the 
Postscript.

 I didn’t attend Catholic school, and 
today I am at best a self-described “oc-
casional Catholic.” It is in the spirit of 
inclusiveness that I found those references 
objectionable.

-Linda Brennan
Second Grade Teacher

talk, and a vaguely passive-aggressive 
counter-assembly – there was no formal 
discipline.  

Brandon and Cody got nothing more 
than an uncomfortable (and public) not-
so-stern talking to – they did not get 
punished, they weren’t forced make a 
humiliating public apology, and the door 
wasn’t slammed on future ad hoc musical 
performances.

No matter your views on the assembly 
itself, whether you thought it was hilari-
ous, disrespectful, both, or neither, you 
must view this as a good thing: Park is 
an open space where students can make 
mistakes, say dumb things, and dress in 
pajamas all without punishment; this is 
one of the best, if not the best thing about 
our school.  

How can you say that Inception sucks? 
I object. Tremendously. I mean, please, 
what do you expect from Christopher No-
lan? Not everything from him is going to 
be as simple and easy to follow as Batman 
Begins- you are much more likely to get a 
Memento. And seriously: “Crammed into 
a paper shredder and taped back together 
by a blind person”? 

Just because Inception caters to mov-
iegoers who like movies that make them 
think does not mean that it sucks. The plot 
may not be easy to explain, but it is some-

The majority of negative responses to 
the recent assembly I have heard are based 
upon the assumption that “others” were 
offended or corrupted or made uncom-
fortable by the assembly. I don’t mean 
to belittle the feelings of those who were 
truly offended by the assembly, but many 
faculty immediately claimed to speak not 
only for themselves but for students they 
imagined were wronged by using words 
such as “inappropriate” rather than more 
personal words like ”uncomfortable” or 
“offending.” I believe they missed the 
point. 

The school philosophy acknowledges 
that there will be “self-indulgence, dis-
order, and untidiness” in student expres-
sion, and that teachers must not “suppress 
or constrain” students, but help them on 
their path to “act[ing] in the world with 
responsible freedom.” Suppose that the 
potentially offensive content had been 

censored before the assembly. 
None of the great conversations and 

discussions on censorship (“appropriate-
ness”), art-exceptionalism (the “puppet-
sex” assembly), parody, trapped audiences 
(is being “uncomfortable” okay?), stereo-
types or sexism would have occurred. By 
pushing the envelope, Cody and Brandon 
opened up all these topics and forced a 
much needed self-refl ection on the school 
community.

In any event, we can all thank our re-
ligiously diverse Gods that Park didn’t 
immediately punish the offenders and 
squelch the debates that ensued. Maybe 
some of these discussions will allow 
students to refl ect on the “responsible 
freedom[s]” enjoyed by members of a 
democracy.

-Gabe Acheson ‘12

Letters to the Editors

what easier to follow. And as for the Os-
car? I’m going to be severely disappointed 
if this doesn’t even get a nomination. I 
hope you’re planning on making some 
adjustments in your “reviews” section, so 
that I can look forward to a more sophis-
ticated fall season of movie reviews. If I 
see something like this again, I may have 
to write a personal letter to the Postscript. 
Again.

-Thomas Schneider ‘14

The administration recognizes we are 
still learning, and as teenagers we will test 
waters, stumble, fall, and grow from our 
experiences, good and bad.

The alternative is visible at some other 
neighborhood private schools: take the 
deleted-sex-tape (and accompanying fl at-

out sex) scandal, for example, which led 
to an expulsion and suspension.  We could 
be like that.  

We could punish and humiliate for mi-
nor (and out of school) infringements.  But 
instead, we talk, write, and refl ect.  Which 
is much better than the alternative.

cartoon by R.J Gitter ‘12

Controversial assemblies lead to healthy discussion

“Joining a convent” is not to be taken lightly

Inception deserves more credit than reviewed
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The Climate change Com-
mittee at Park (CCCP), a club 
in which students and teachers 
work together to lessen Park’s 
environmental impact, felt 
composting was necessary in 
“continuing [the] push to try to 
improve [Park’s] environmen-
tal profi le,” said Jeff Jennings, 
Upper School Science and co-
adviser of the CCCP.

The Upper School used to 
compost, however, it has not 
done so for the past few years. 
According to Daniel Jacoby, Up-
per School history and co-faculty 
adviser of the CCCP, composting 
would allow the Upper School 
to greatly “lessen the amount of 
garbage that goes into landfi lls,” 
and make the waste disposal 
process “more of a circle than a 
line.”

The principle 
behind compost-
ing is that all or-
ganic matter will 
decompose into soil. 
According to Jen-
nings, if organic matter 
is given time to break down 
and combined with oxygen, 
it will become “good, rich, dark 
soil.” 

Although the CCCP hopes 
to begin composting sometime 
this year, the project is still in the 
planning stages. 

According to Jennings, the 
various lunch spots on campus 
make it impossible to place a 
single composting bin and expect 
the project to be successful. Jen-
nings stressed that the school is 
willing to fund composting, but, 
“the project will “require student 
participation and support,” said 
Jennings.

by Tara Wendell ‘13 Composting will require 
an outside company to 

pick up the school’s 
b i o d e g r a d a b l e 

waste. Possible 
companies will 

give the school an 
amount of already composted 

soil proportional to the amount 
of material Park disposes. 

One such company is Waste 
Neutral, currently used by Gil-
man. Contracting an outside 
company is necessary, as the 
project is much too large for stu-
dents and faculty to facilitate.

The cost of the project has 
not yet been determined, but if 
Park’s waste is reduced enough, 
the county dump will not have to 
come daily, saving money. 

It is possible that the cost of 
composting and money saved 
from reducing the county’s visits 
will be close to equal. 

photo by R. Ringler ‘11

Compost to lessen waste 
CCCP plans new method to reduce environmental impact 

Science teacher Jeff Jennings collects waste for compost to use in 
the school’s vegetable garden.

by Jack Califano ‘12

Cafeteria strives for 
green, healthy food 

Fans of Gatorade repent! Lovers of 
Powerade rejoice! The Park School Caf-
eteria, under the direction of the Sustain-
ability Committee, has stopped selling 
bottled drinks such as Gatorade, installed 
a Powerade dispenser, an energy effi -
cient fridge, and is now offering fl a-
vored water in plastic cups as part 
of an ongoing effort to make 
Park’s cafeteria greener and 
healthier. 

“This year we decided 
to go 90% bottle free,” 
said cafeteria employee 
Dawn Ramsey, “We 
eliminated a lot of the 
bottled beverage pro-
gram except for juices 
and some higher end 
products, and every-
thing else we’re of-
fering as a fountain 
drink or making 
homemade.” 

The new selection, 
which includes two fl avors of Powerade 
and a variety of citrus fl avored waters, 
was decided on by the cafeteria staff. “We 
had a choice between one fl avor of Ga-
torade, Fruit Punch, or Powerade, which 
was distributed in two fl avors with one in 
development,” said Ramsey, “I stuck with 
what I thought was going to offer me the 
best future in items.”

Although sodas like Diet Coke and 
Coke Zero are approved by the American 
Beverage Association as healthy choices 

for school cafeterias, a decision made by 
Park’s “Healthy Foods” committee a few 
years ago says otherwise. 

“The healthy foods committee con-
sisted of parents and administrators,” said 
Director of Finance and Operations Joan 
Webber, “Drinks containing sugar, high-
fructose corn syrup, caffeine, or any sugar 

substitutes were not approved 
by the healthy foods 

committee, and 
therefore they 
are not offered 
in the cafete-
ria.”

 While 
the administra-
tion is confi dent 
about these new 
healthy and green 
initiatives, the 
students are more 

critical. “I think 
it’s pretty dumb that 

they’re getting rid 
of bottled water and 

Gatorade and then giv-
ing you plastic cups to put your stuff in,” 
said Jordan Williams ’12. “That actually 
makes no sense.”

 Leah Silverberg ‘12 is skeptical too. “I 
think it’s odd that the cafeteria won’t let us 
drink things like Diet Coke due to health 
concerns, but will let us drink bottles of 
lemonade which have over forty grams of 
sugar,” she said. 

Meanwhile, Niko Argeropolos ’13 has 
a more mild opinion. “I’m not too happy 
about it,” he said, “but I’ll live.”

With the stinkbug population on the 
rise, bedbugs have a real threat for num-
ber one pest. This Asian invader is 
called the Marmorated Stink-
bug and has been seen on 
Park’s campus from 
the lower school 
playgrounds and 
athletic fi elds to 
the fifth grade 
courtyard and park-
ing lots. 

When irritated or 
crushed the bugs emit a 
foul smell, but they pose no 
serious threat to humans. 

The bugs arrived in Allen-
town, PA between 1998 and 2000 
and scientists are still perplexed about 
how they got there. 

Since the Marmorated stinkbug is from 
East Asia, there is no natural predator here 
in the United States. 

Back in Asia, the parasitic 
wasp controls the popula-
tion by attacking the 
stinkbug’s eggs. 
Importing the 
predator has 
been consid-
ered, but 
even if it’s 
approved, it 
will take sever-
al years before the 
wasps are released in 
the United States. 

As the winter draws 

by Julia Gross ‘14 nearer, the bugs will be seeking heat. 
According to Director of Safety, Secu-
rity, Auxiliary, and Summer Programs 
Bob Peck, as the winter draws closer the 

school will begin to see more of them. 
“It is impossible to prevent them from 

coming in,” says Peck, “They fi nd a 
way in through the tiniest of tiny 

holes.” 
Nevertheless, the school 

does have plans for when they 
do enter, relying on vacuum 
cleaners to kill small groups, 
and only resorting to pesti-
cides or an exterminator as 
a last resort. 

A l -
though 

the bugs may 
be coming inside 
for the winter, 
teachers do not 
expect them to 
become a serious 
distraction.  

According to 
Upper School English t e a c h e r 

Monica West, the bugs will not 
have a big impact on the school 
because students have already 
seen them at home. 

Upper School Science teacher 
Jeff Jennings agreed that although 

there may be more stinkbugs fl ying 
around, they would just be an annoy-

ance. 
Students have noticed stinkbugs around 

school. Naomi Roswell, ’14 said that she 
has “seen a couple” but they have not been 
distracting. 
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Kimberly Collins wins big on Millionaire

Girls In Math cont’d from p. 1

Top math classes characterized by gender imbalance

Kimberly Collins, a fifth 
grade teacher at Park from 2006 
to 2010, won $250,000 on the 
daytime version of Who Wants 
To Be A Millionaire.  

The two episodes that featured 
the former Lower School teacher 
ran October 15 and 18 on Fox-
45, the local affi liate that carries 
the ABC game show.  Collins is 
currently studying for a master’s 
degree in education at Purdue 
University.

“It was a phenomenal, sur-
real, exhilarating experience,” 
said Collins about being on TV, 
“defi nitely one of those once-in-
a-lifetime type of deals.” Col-
lins, a fan of the show, especially 

Former fi fth grader teacher Kimberly Col-
lins celebrates with her mother Carol after 
winning on Who Wants to  Be a Millionaire 
with Meredith Vieira.  

by Alec Ring ‘11

Before winning a Nobel Prize, 
who promised in his divorce set-
tlement to give the prize earnings 
to his fi rst wife?

a.  Ernest Hemingway 
b. William Faulkner
c.  Nelson Mandela     
d. Albert Einstein  

The fi nal answer is d.

not want to play that game. In class 
I work to dissuade the belief that 
only one answer is the right an-
swer by emphasizing the impor-
tance of process learning and the 
understanding that there are differ-
ent kinds of responses.”

“Girls across the board tend to 
require knowing to put something 
out there,” said Doyle. “Even the 
most talented will hold back. Boys 
tend to be more confi dent when 
contributing to class discussions, 
even when they are not sure.”

“While there are always excep-
tions, boys are more likely to say 
what they think and throw around 
ideas in class,” said Asdourian. 
“This is not a refl ection of how 
they do in the course; whether a 
student is reserved and observant, 
or dominates discussions, neither 
learning style is wrong. One is not 
stronger than the other.” 

Female and male students 
shared their feelings about learn-
ing in a gender imbalanced math 
class. 

Sofi e Rudin ‘13 is one of fi ve 
girls in the 12 person 10-1 class. 
“Girls make up a little less than 
half the class, but the environ-
ment is completely male domi-
nated. Male voices during dis-
cussions are louder; the boys 
defi nitely feel more sure of them-
selves,” Rudin said. “But, I per-
sonally don’t feel intimidated,” 
she added. 

“You don’t notice the male 
dominance,” said Jay Miller, also 
a member of 10-1. “Both girls 
and boys contribute equally. Sure 
there are people who actively 
participate in conversation, but 
I don’t think it’s one gender or 

the other.”
Quinn Salditch ‘13 is another 

10-1 student. “Our class feels 
male dominant, but I don’t mind 
it. I’m just as loud,” she said.

The 9-1 class has an even 
more skewed gender imbalance. 
Of the 15 students, fi ve are fe-
male.

“I didn’t notice [the imbal-
ance] until I counted,” said 
Baylor Knobloch ’14. “There 
are defi nitely some guys who do 
usually say all the answers, but I 
don’t feel shy or afraid to talk.”

“I talk as much as anyone 
else,” said Ellie Stern ‘14, an-
other member of 9-1. 

 “Girls are much quieter than 
boys,” said 9-1 student Chris 
Summers ‘14. “Guys talk a lot 
more, and voice their opinions 
much more often. But loud 
doesn’t mean smart, and there 
are certainly girls who voice their 
opinions as frequently as boys.”

“It’s as though boys like 
logic, and girls like emotion,” 
Knobloch said. “So boys like 
solving for one answer they can 
fi gure out quickly and logically. 
Girls like problems that require 
digging below the surface into 
emotional, more intuitive and 
creative territory.” 

A student’s career in mathe-
matics does not begin in the Up-
per School; much of his or her 
confi dence in the subject devel-
ops through Lower and Middle 
Schools. 

Unlike in Upper School, “in 
Lower School there are an equal 
number of boys and girls who are 
strong in math,” said Assistant 
Lower School Principal Susan-
nah Wolf.

 “Some years, there are classes 

where girls stand out as the most 
advanced math thinkers; and in 
other years, there are classes 
where boys stand out; and in 
still others you would not notice 
a majority of either gender.”

Mathematics in the Lower 
School is centered on a pro-
gram called TERC, which is a 
constructivist approach to math-
ematics.  Children take an active 
role in their education through 
process learning, investigations, 
and hands on lessons. “We teach 
that 20 is not just a number, but a 
fi gure with a value,” said Wolf.

Outside of the TERC curricu-
lum, fi fth grade teacher Jennifer 
Lee organized a Problem Solvers 
club for fi fth graders interested 
in math. 

“There have been years when 
the group has been entirely girls, 
years when boys have been in the 
majority, and years when there 
has been an equal balance,” said 
Wolf.

So what changes in the female 
mathematician as she grows 
older? In the Lower School the 
group of talented math students 
is gender balanced, but in Upper 
School it is not. 

This points to Middle School 
years as the time when a drop 
occurs in either the academic 
interest or confi dence of girls in 
math.  

In Lower School, where all 
homeroom teachers teach math, 
only two of the 26 teachers are 
male. In Middle School, of the 
four math teachers, only one is 
female.  

An article published by clini-
cal psychologist Gail Post asserts 
that, “Some theorists propose 
that girls’ insecurity about their 
math abilities may be due to both 
a lack of encouragement and the 
dearth of female role models in 
math-related fi elds. It has been 
suggested that having female 
role models who excel in math 

photo courtesy Valley Crest Productions Ltd.

when it was on prime time, had 
always wanted to audition.

After seeing that Million-
aire was still on the air, Collins 

signed up to audi-
tion for the ninth 
season. “First I had 
to pass a written 
test in which I had 
to answer 30 ques-
tions in about 15 or 
20 minutes. Only 
four people passed.  
From there I went 
onto a second round 
to the audition and 
got interviewed.  

“After the fi rst 
interview, the peo-
ple at ABC said 
that they loved my 
personality and that 

they were going to pass me onto a 
second interview that was taped.  
After two weeks they’d let me 
know if I was in the contestant 

pool,” Collins said.
To her surprise, she received 

a call in early September from 
ABC asking her to come to a 
fi lming, which took place Sep-
tember 15 at ABC studios in 
Manhattan.  She won the money 
at that time, but was not allowed 
to tell anyone. 

“It was hard to keep the secret, 
but it took me the whole month 
for the reality of the situation to 
sink in, so that was ok,” Collins 
said.

After easily answering the 
questions from round one, Col-
lins moved onto the second round 
where she approached the mil-
lion dollar question without any 
lifelines. She decided to walk 
away with $250,000 when she 
was unsure of the answer to the 

$500,000 question. 
Some of the money will go to-

wards paying for graduate school, 
and “also taking my mother on a 
lovely trip--probably to the Sey-
chelles,” she said.

...and the $500,000 
question was...

is critical to their success.”
Though Middle School math 

teachers Dave Lowther and Betty 
Medalie stated that middle school 
classes are gender balanced, it 
is a fact that the Middle School 
math department recommends 
fewer female students for entry 
into the top ninth grade math 
class.  Of the fi ve girls in this 
year’s 9-1, three are from other 
Middle Schools. 

 To combat female insecuri-
ties in math, the Upper School 
has developed two clubs. Former 
Upper School math teacher Tim 
Howell created an all female 
math tutoring group to help out 
in Lower School classes and 
serve as role models for young 
girls. 

This year, Angela Doyle be-
gan the Problem Solvers Club,  
an all female forum where girls 
gather to work on challenging 
math problems. 

In addition, there will be a 
cross divisional math meeting in 
December to discuss math and 
gender. 

“It should be noted that what 
level math class you are in does 
not inhibit the success you have 
with the subject,” said Medalie. 
“Being in a lower class does not 
mean you are bad at math or can-
not major in it college.  

“I believe Park prepares stu-
dents in all levels of math to be 
successful and comfortable with 
numbers in the real world,” Med-
alie said. 

“In my 13 years of teaching at 
Park, I have seen some amazing 
women graduate. Were they in 
the top math class? I don’t know. 
Does it matter? No, I don’t think 
it does.”

As a math teacher and department chair, Mimi Cukier will par-
ticipate in a cross-division meeting to address the problem of 
gender imbalance in Upper School classes.

photo by E. Gross ‘11
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School expands sex ed programPark makes 
a dash at 
Komen race

Around the world more than 1.5 mil-
lion people participated in the Race for 
the Cure. In Hunt Valley, the Susan G. 
Komen Race for the Cure hosted an esti-
mated 29,000 people, 133 of whom were 
members of the Park community. 

Middle School parents Rebecca Sirody 
and Elise Harrison led the team. Sirody 
volunteered to co-chair the event because 
she believes in, “the Komen Race and in 
their mission for fi nding a cure for breast 
cancer.” 

This year, the school raised $7,000: 
400 from the bake sale and the remaining 
6,600 from race registration. As a reward 
for raising over $5,000, Park’s team was 
given a tent on race day in the tailgating 
area where members convened before the 
race. 

Prior to the race the Eight Notes per-
formed for the sixth straight year, with 
songs including “You Gotta Be,” “Girls 
Just Wanna Have Fun,” and “The Star 
Spangled Banner.”  “We are helping a 
great cause in a very unique way and it 
also helps our group improve,” said mem-
ber Ariella Brant ’11.

by Hannah Sibel ‘13

Sex education is always a controver-
sial topic, but not something the school 
ever shies away from. Over the summer, 
members of a Faculty and Curricular Ad-
vancement (FACA) grant made progress 
in reframing the process of sex education 
in the Lower School. The program, en-
titled “Human Sexuality Education in the 
Lower School,” was designed to update 
the way sex as a subject is introduced to 
children. 

“It’s about being the primary sexual 
educators in the lives of our children and 
not letting them be reached fi rst by the 
media or their peers,” said Debbie Roff-
man, FACA co-chair who teaches human 
sexuality and life skills. 

Joining her in the conversation were 
Lower School co-chair Jennifer Harbold 
(fourth grade), Linda Brennan (second) 
and Katrina Holmberg (K-1), and Lower 
School Counselor Zella Adams. Roffman 
worked with them to create a new way of 
imagining the process of sexuality educa-
tion in the Lower School at Park.

“We made the project because things 
have been the same for a while [regarding 
sex education]. We didn’t want kids to feel 
that fourth grade was ‘the year’ the whole 
thing started,” said Harbold. “We want it 
to be a natural part of discussion and so 
when Debbie fi rst has contact with them 

by Alex Elias ‘11

With last week’s addition of a 
Bruin design on the fl oor of the 
L. Brooks Lakin Performance 
Court, Postscript’s Jacob Potash 
‘14 went in search of informa-
tion and received the following 
account from Lou Sachs, Class 
of 1960.

While the “Bruin” now adorns 
all kinds of Park School stuff, 
like sweatshirts, sweatpants, 
backpacks, notebooks, and 
game uniforms, few who fol-
lowed our Class of 1960 have 
any idea where the mascot came 
from.  For all anyone knows, it 

Lou Sachs ‘60, the school’s 
fi rst costumed Bruin, dances 
with Kay Halle ‘64 who won 
a contest to name the school 
mascot and athletic teams.

Charlie Towers from Tower Signs paints the 
Bruin seal on the Athletic Center’s performance 
court October 14. Graphic designer Glenn 
Dellon ‘95 created the logo. 

in fourth grade it’s not such a big deal 
and they can take the discussion possibly 
further.”

They spent two weeks researching 
the topic and coming up with a new ap-
proach. “It’s really about understanding 
child development and adults’ roles in that 
process,” said Roffman. “It’s also about 
understanding that the issue for young 
children is not “emotional” readiness but 
cognitive readiness. We have a cultural 
belief that we need to put off answering 
the basic questions. We say we need to 
wait, that they’re not ready. But what does 
that mean? Often it’s the adults who aren’t 
ready.”  

One focus of the project was making 

sure teachers felt ready to handle these 
kinds of discussions. “Some teachers 
didn’t feel like they were necessarily 
equipped to answer all questions fully,” 
Harbold said. “We brought in some books 
and research to help make teachers feel 
that they can answer kids’ questions con-
fi dently and comfortably.”

Though there were only four other par-
ticipants working on the FACA project, 13 
Lower School teachers came in for train-
ing. Going forward, Harbold hopes that 
the sessions will help teachers feel that 
they don’t need an expert to competently 
answer kids’ questions. “The point is that 
this is Park; we’re not making anyone do 
anything. All we’re trying to do is open the 
door for more meaningful discussion.”

According to Holmberg, the changes 
to the K-1 curriculum will be minor. “We 
want kids to be who they are and feel sup-
ported by each other,” said Holmberg. “I 
wanted to have the appropriate informa-
tion to answer all of the students’ ques-
tions. It’s really about how we can all 
support each other as people.”

“It’s important to learn about [sex] in 
positive and age appropriate ways in an 
environment where their best interests are 
at heart. 

It’s about tuning in to how children 
think about the world and setting in mo-
tion a spiral of knowledge,” said Roff-
man.

somehow came about around the 
time Park School was founded 
in 1912.  

The incredible fact is that 
there was no Bruin, or any other 
Park School mascot (or even a 
team name) for 48 years follow-
ing the founding of the school, 
until the Class of 1960 decided 
in our senior year that we were 
going to change things. 

 Now, why Park didn’t have 
a mascot before our class came 
along is anybody’s guess.  It 
may very well be that nobody 
really cared or thought it much 

mattered.  Or, 
maybe early 
in Park’s his-
tory it was felt 
that a mascot 
or even a team 
name might 
besmirch true 
“progressive 
education.” 

The reason 
for this over-
sight didn’t 
matter to us as 
seniors.   We 
figured we 
were may-
be the only 
school on the 
planet without 

a mascot, and that was ridiculous. 
And embarrassing.  

Sports reporters around Balti-
more were making up their own 
names for Park’s teams – like 
the “Parkers” or the “Brown and 
Whites” or the “Park Schoolers” 
– because no one inside or out-
side of the school knew what to 
call us.  When our class became 
seniors, though, we decided that 
we’d seen enough of this silli-
ness. 

 Well, how were we going to 
do this?  We fi gured that it had 
to be accomplished in an orderly, 
organized fashion.  Remember 
now, while “The Sixties” were 
about to begin, it hadn’t really 
started yet, so there was still a 
certain level of respect for order 
and authority.  So we created a 
contest format to name Park’s 
teams. 

 A committee was created to 
judge the names submitted, con-
sisting of Park’s Headmaster at 
the time, Bob Thomason, the 
Athletic Director, Dick Wallace, 
several faculty members, and 
two students – Tommy Benesch 
and me.  

Many names were proposed.  
As you might imagine, more 
than a few were so obscene or 
plain disgusting that they failed 

to clear the fi rst decision-making 
hurdle.

 After considerable discussion 
among the committee members, 
the “Bruin” was selected.  A 
name that seems, after 50 years, 
to be right on.  The winner of 
the contest was Kay Halle ‘64, 
an eighth grader at the time.  

(On page 45 of the 1960 
Brownie, you’ll see a picture of 
Kay Halle dancing with a pretty 
scrawny looking Bruin--that’s 
me--celebrating her victory in 
the Name the Park Mascot Con-
test.) 

Fast forward 50 years, and it’s 
now time for our Class of 1960 
to come up with a 50th Reunion 
Gift.  It’s not only our 50th Re-
union, but also the 50th Birthday 
of the Bruin!  We know that, 
but it turns out that few at Park 
School do.  

We also see that in the new 
Athletic Center there’s nothing 
within the mid-court circle of the 
main basketball court.  No Bruin 
logo, not even a “P!”   

So here we are, 50 years later, 
and we again have the opportu-
nity to do something meaningful 
for Park School, and memorable 
for our class.  It was at that point 
we decided that our 50th Reunion 
Gift would be to have the Bruin 

Class of 1960 adds Bruin logo to center court

photo courtesy 1960 Brownie

Nationally-renowned sex educator 
Debbie Roffman co-led a summer 
grant focusing on sex education in 
Lower School.

photo by R. Ringler ‘11

logo painted on the fl oor at center 
court. 

Meetings were then held to 
approve the concept, design, 
painting of the Bruin image, and 
the schedule.  We’ve coordinated 
this work with the school’s an-
nual refi nishing of the basketball 
court, so all will be done before 
November 1.

photo courtesy Glenn Dellon ‘95
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Fall film Easy A keeps audience laughing
by Rebecca Shapiro ‘14

Emma Stone (Superbad, the 
House Bunny) delivers her 
best performance yet in the new 

movie, Easy A. Her hilarious portrayal 
keeps the audience laughing throughout 
the movie. Stone plays a clean-cut teen 
named Olive, who has spent the majority 
of her high school career under the radar. 
Her whole world changes after she tells 
her friend Rhiannon (Alyson Michalka 
from Cow Belles) about losing her vir-
ginity. After that day, the lies and rumors 
about Olive grow tremendously and con-
tinue to circulate throughout the school. 
Once realizing that she can’t stop these 
fast spreading rumors, she decides to have 
fun with her new-found attention. From 
going on “dates” with the school’s entire 
gay population, to almost romantic mo-

ments with the school’s mascot Wood-
chuck Todd, the plot continues to twist 
and turn until she learns a few lessons. 
Although the end is a fairly predictable 
one, audiences defi nitely enjoy the play-
ful plot.

While Easy A would defi nitely not be 
considered a “family movie,” it appeals 
to most teenagers and adults. The fi lm’s 
script was well written and fi lled with 
witty jokes.  Actor’s performances were 
genuine and the characters were fully de-
veloped. The cast was full of many fa-
vorite comic actors including, Amanda 
Bynes (She’s the Man, Hairspray), Penn 
Badgley (Gossip Girl, John Tucker Must 
Die), and Lisa Kudrow (Friends) all of 
whom delivered quality performances. 
Easy A may not win an Oscar or a Golden 
Globe, but it is a pleasant way to spend a 
Saturday night.

Three ‘likes’ for Social Network
by Ben Sottak ‘11

Reviews The Postscript, October 22, 2010

The high expectations created by last 
year’s copious television hits have plum-
meted, crashed, and exploded. This fall 
couch potatoes weep.

The new shows this year lack boldness, 
individuality, and character. No Ordinary 
Family, a mockumentary-ish drama on 
ABC, starring Michael Chiklis and Ju-
lie Benz, would be better suited for the 
Disney channel as it attempts to ride the 
wave of hits like The Offi ce and Modern 
Family. Centered on a family that acquires 
superpowers, the show’s plot resembles a 
less pensive and dryer Incredibles and a 
middle school production. 

Then there’s Hawaii 5-0; the writers 
on CBS apparently didn’t try that hard. A 
Re-vamping of the 70’s crime show with 
the same name, it attempts to play off of 
the success of Burn Notice by pairing 
intense action with scantily clad women 
and exotic locales while using nostalgia to 
gain older viewers. Failing utterly, Hawaii 
5-0 proves that no amount of explosions, 
loose cannon cops, or helicopter shots of 
Honolulu can make up for dialogue so 
awkward it would make Michael Cera 
uncomfortable.

The Fox network did not abstain from 
joining in on these atrocities. Raising 
Hope, about a man living with his some-
what emotionally damaged family and 
caring for a daughter he fathered with 
a serial killer; is offensive, makes light 
of child abuse, and worst of all is simply 
boring. 

Sorry TV fans, but you will have to fi ll 
your weeknights with older prime time 
favorites. I look forward to bold mid- sea-
son replacements to redeem the television 
year, but until then try not to give up on 
TV altogether, there are always cancel-
lations.

by David Agronin ‘13

Fall TV 
premiers
disappoint

The Social Network opens with a 
verbal ping-pong match. Mark 
Zuckerberg (Jessie Eisenberg) 

and his girlfriend Erica (Rooney Mara), 
sit opposite each other in a Cambridge 
bar. Mark makes the case for joining one 
of Harvard’s prestigious fi nals clubs. 
“Why?” Erica asks. “Because they’re 
exclusive and they lead to a better life,” 
Mark responds. 

For every point Erica makes, Mark 
has a put down delivered promptly and 
without remorse. The tension builds until 
Mark makes a crack about Erica attending 
the lowly Boston University. Before he 
realizes what he’s said, the relationship 
is over. Erica departs, leaving Mark to 
ponder her fi nal stinging words of rejec-
tion as he runs home through the Harvard 
quad, alone.

This fl awless opening scene sets up the 
plot of The Social Network. Using the sto-
ry of Facebook as a foundation, director 
David Fincher and writer Aaron Sorkin 
crafted a fi lm about an outcast’s rise to 
success through the overwhelming power 
of technology.

The Social Network tackles the univer-
sal themes of greed, betrayal and class 
rank.  But most importantly, it holds up 
a mirror to our own society’s narcissism, 
and forces the question of whether or not 
technology has won the battle over hu-
man contact. The answer is left open to 
the viewers. Because Facebook is now so 
ingrained in our lives, The Social Network 
is a fi lm that is truly for its time.

With his head still spinning from the 
breakup, Harvard student Mark Zucker-
berg sits at his computer and begins to 
type. From his fi ngertips, the site Face-
Mash is born. The site’s purpose is to rank 
Harvard girls based on their “hotness.” 
This juvenile act lands Mark in the dean’s 
offi ce. It also earns him the attention of the 

Winklevoss twins (both played by Armie 
Hammer). The “Winklevi,” as Mark calls 
them, are Harvard royalty and they are 
interested in having Mark develop them 
an “exclusive” social networking site. 

Sensing a ticket into prestige, Mark ac-
cepts the challenge. He enlists Eduardo 
Saverin (Andrew Garfi eld) to provide the 
start-up cash and the title of CFO. The 
Facebook is launched and within weeks 
it becomes a viral hit. The site’s massive 
success sparks debate over who is the true 
creator of the Facebook. Soon Mark, Edu-
ardo, and the Winkelvi are competing in 
a legal battle over the rights to the social 
networking revolution.

Much of The Social Network’s bril-
liance comes from its talented cast. Jes-
sie Eisenberg delivers a per-
fect, nuanced performance as 
Mark Zuckerberg, the man 
behind Facebook. Eisenberg 
effortlessly delivers Sorkin’s 
dialogue as if he’s been pre-
programmed. Rounding out 
the cast is the excellent An-
drew Garfi eld and a surpris-
ingly solid Justin Timberlake. 
Timberlake knows sleaziness. 
He plays Sean Parker, the 
founder of Napster and the 
dirt bag you love to hate.

The story may seem like 
light fare compared to Finch-
er’s previous work (Fight 
Club, Se7en, and Zodiac) but 
he handles it like a pro, subtly 
integrating his signature visu-
al techniques into each frame. 
Fincher chooses to shoot this 
college world in a dark style 
that, combined with Trent 
Reznor’s haunting score, sets 
a sinister, foreboding tone 
throughout the fi lm.

Audiences with an ear for 
dialogue will be fl oored by 

Sorkin’s script. Every line is laced with 
double meaning, requiring multiple view-
ings to fully appreciate its intricacies. 
Sorkin’s fi lm effortlessly jumps back and 
forth in time and has a grand, sweeping 
feel. Comparisons to Roshoman and Citi-
zen Kane are not without merit.

But the most powerful element in 
Sorkin’s script is the harsh critique of the 
irony behind “social” networking. Our 
online relationships may fl ourish but at 
the cost of real human connection. The 
fi nal image of Mark sitting alone, his face 
aglow by the light of his computer, will 
strike a chord with the entire generation 
of bloggers, facebookers and tweeters. 
That’s the brilliance of The Social Net-
work. Consider it offi cially ‘liked’. 
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Park describes its commitment to di-
versity as paramount, and so the found-
ing of a new club focusing on issues of 
race would seem, on the surface, like a 
step in the right direction. Yet, Whiteness 
and Masculinity, a newly established club 
exclusively for white males, has already 
erred by choosing a name that is infl am-
matory. It is unfortunate that the club did 
not prioritize racial harmony when choos-
ing its name in order to dispel any percep-
tion that its members harbor animosity 
towards people of color or women.  

This concern is magnifi ed by the club’s 
unique policy of restricting membership, 
evident when both female and black stu-
dents who sought to join the discussion 
were turned away, making all aspects of 
the behind-closed-doors discussion confi -
dential.  The club has justifi ed these poli-
cies on the grounds that members need a 
“safe” environment for discussion.

Whiteness and Masculinity also ignores 
experts’ calls for such clubs to ensure that 
they improve, not exacerbate, racial ten-
sions. In contrast, the Whiteness and Mas-
culinity club stipulates that a student who 
is both black and white can attend only if 
he “identifi es as a white male.”  

Imagine such a student forced to de-
cide whether his allegiance is more to his 
mother or father. Maybe the existence of 
clubs like the Black Male Forum is con-
sidered a defense for excluding those who 
do not identify as white males.  Yet the 
other groups like Black Female Forum 
have never turned away students inter-
ested in joining.  

In addition, restricting attendance 
clashes with other white-based groups’ 
open door discussion policy.

Perhaps white students feel entitled 
to have a counterpart to groups like the 
Black Male Forum. Conversations with 
Whiteness and Masculinity members un-
covered the view that white males should 
not be denied any opportunity that other 
groups possess, even though such a po-
sition ignores the long-held empowered 
status of white men in the US.  Ironically, 
this pattern holds true at Park. 

At assemblies for students and parents, 
administrators acknowledged a propensity 
for female students to feel intimidated by 
male-dominated class discussions accord-
ing to exit interview data from graduating 
seniors. Nevertheless, it seems that white 
males must have the same privileges as 
any other group, regardless of history. 

Furthermore, the exclusive nature of 
the club increases its potential to be di-
visive, a concern heightened in our com-

munity that is already characterized by 
racial self-segregation.  Beyond current 
students, we should take into account the 
impact on prospective parents. Conver-
sations with a number of black parents 
considering private schools consistently 
revealed an unwillingness to consider a 
school with a club that excludes their chil-
dren on the basis of race.

It is possible the club may encourage 
students to fi ght racism. However, is the 
possibility of this outcome worth risking 
the alienation of even a small proportion 
of the students who are excluded from 
the privileged contents of the discussions?  
We must consider the ramifi cations of the 
separation of white male club members 
from the other students who walk the 
same hallways. Are such measures neces-
sary in order for club members to feel safe 
to express what they really think about 
issues of gender and race?  

Members of Whiteness and Masculin-
ity should talk privately with friends about 
issues of race and gender to gain the confi -
dence to express views in already existing 
forums like Broadening the Conversation 
about Race.

Head to Head
Junior Madeline Streiff  and 

Science teacher Elliott Huntsman discuss
controversial club ‘Whiteness and Masculinity’

by Madeline Streiff  ‘12 by Elliott Huntsman, Science 

White men are the most privileged 
group in America.  We occupy the vast 
majority of positions of power in nearly 
every institution, from fi nance to the arts, 
from sports to politics.  Our ultimate privi-
lege, however, is that we aren’t forced to 
think about our own race or gender—all 
most of us know is that we don’t belong to 
any other group.  We often hold ourselves 
out of discussions of diversity, fi guring 
we don’t really have a race.  We rarely 
question the sexist and racist messages we 
absorb from our culture on a daily basis.

And yet, in order to live in a multira-
cial, multi ethnic, multi faith country with 
diverse gender experiences, we need to try 
to understand the role our whiteness and 
our being male plays in our experiences.  
Ham Sonnenfeld (’12), Max Berner (’12), 
and I started our group, Exploring White-
ness and Masculinity, to do just that.

Many white men are paralyzed by the 
fear of being labeled racist.  At some ear-
ly point in our lives, we said something 
thoughtless or ignorant about someone 
else’s experience with race.  We learned 

that this was dangerous, that it was poten-
tially explosive, hurtful, and scary.  So, we 
learned not to talk about it.

This too is a privilege—a person of col-
or deals with race all the time, whether she 
wants to or not.  But a white person can 
go a whole week without thinking about 
his skin color, without wondering whether 
that thing someone said was because of 
his race.

It’s easy to get stuck at an immature 
stage of development, with a 12-year-old’s 
understanding of race, full of questions, 
assumptions, and gaps.  We can go our 
whole lives without bringing those ideas 
into the light, to take in new information 
and to think deeply about the experiences 
of our classmates, our neighbors, and our 
friends.  We need to overcome this fear, 
and that’s what this group aims to help 
us do.

One of the most controversial aspects 
of the group is its exclusivity—this is, for 
now, a discussion for white men.  Later in 
the year, the group will expand to include 
anyone who would like to talk about di-
versity, whiteness, and gender roles.  It’s 
understandable why some would object to 
this limitation, however temporary.  But, 
a white male affi nity group plays a useful 
role in a wider diversity program.

Elizabeth Denevi, Diversity Co-Co-
ordinator at Georgetown Day School, 
writes, “affi nity groups don’t take the 
place of multiracial dialogue, but rather 
add to cross-racial communication.  They 
give whites a space to refl ect on what be-
ing white means to them.  In my expe-
rience, cross-racial dialogue is usually 
enhanced by affi nity group work because 
participants have an opportunity to be 
clear about their own racial experience 
before trying to understand another.” We 
also hope to meet with other Park affi nity 
groups, to have open and honest cross-
racial dialogue. 

The purpose of our group is to en-
courage white men to learn how to talk 
openly about race and gender, so that we 
can better understand ourselves and oth-
ers, to become better friends and citizens.  
We can’t say “diversity isn’t my issue” 
anymore—this group is for us.  That it’s 
led by white men shows that diversity is 
something all of us have to address.  The 
goal is to engage young white men in dis-
cussions of diversity, not to separate them.  
This group is only a part of Park’s active 
diversity programming, and the conversa-
tions begun there will lead to productive 
discussions across racial and gender lines.  
This is only a fi rst step toward something I 
hope will lead to more openness, honesty, 
and understanding in our community.

What Park students have to say:

“It seems to be getting apathetic lax bros to be involved in something at least 
somewhat worthwhile in their life, so for the sake of their college applications I 
say yes.”

“How can a group who have never personally experienced segregation, dis-
crimination, or other acts of racial injustice fully understand and speak about 
such things?”

“I was a member in whiteness and masculinity and didn’t fi nd it at all helpful. I 
came hoping to come away with a better understanding of myself, but instead I 
didn’t even want to be a part of it. Even though I am a white male, parts of the 
club offended me. There were things said that shouldn’t have been said. It would 
be a nice club if the group talked more about white males, and less about how 
they are superior to other races. If this club continues it could potentially be-
come hurtful to the Park School environment. The club name does not fi t to what 
the club really is. From what I have experienced, it should be called whiteness, 
masculinity, and superiority.”

“I see no reason that this club should be singled out as “racist” or “insensi-
tive.” This is not the fi rst club in Park’s history to be exclusive of members who 
do not fi t a certain profi le (e.g. Black Female Forum.) Park encourages diver-
sity- it often fails to recognize that diversity is not solely about including people 
of color into our society. Rather, true diversity would not demonstrate a single 
difference between ‘Whiteness and Masculinity’ and “Black Female Forum.” 
True diversity wouldn’t feel a need to fi ght the creation of this group. I fail to see 
the difference between this group and ‘Black Female Forum.”

“White people always assume that talking about race is something black people 
do. They think that it’s not their issue. Whites need to talk about race so they 
don’t think that.”

Quotes were taken from an anonymous survey of Park Students’ opinions on 
the Whiteness and Masculinity club.
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Walk into a math class at 
any other school, and 
you’ll be staring at a 

whiteboard fi lled with foreign 
formulas that you probably will 
not remember after next week’s 
test.  You might get an A, but 
have you really learned anything?  
Joey Fink ‘11 explains that Park 

math is dif-
ferent. “It’s 
not about 
the for-
mulas be-
cause you 
can’t al-
ways keep 

them memorized; it’s more of a 
way to think,” he said. This dif-
ferent way of teaching math fi ts 
perfectly with our motto: “Learn 
to think.” 

During my fi rst few days 
of math at Park, I kept waiting 
for the algebraic equations and 
geometry, which I considered 
to be “real math.”   But as the 
days continued and none of it ap-
peared, I began to question the 

legitimacy of the so-called “real 
math.”   

All we had been doing were 
brain teasers and riddles, which 
our book calls “tinkering.”  “At 
Bryn Mawr, they just taught us 

the formula and then had us re-
peat similar problems over and 
over again,” said Mara Schein 
‘13, a new-to-Park freshman. 
“Park is just the opposite,” she 
said.

 Our school believes that stu-
dents need to try the problem by 
themselves and fi nd their own 
way of thinking that works for 
them. 

I was also shocked by the at-

“Smart, Green, and Growing” 
may be a clichéd slogan, but this 
catchphrase has some meat be-
hind it.  Created not for the cam-
paign but for the current adminis-

tration’s 
environ-
m e n t a l 
e f f o r t s , 
it truly 
re f lec t s 
w h a t ’ s 
at the 
core of 

Democratic Governor Mar-
tin O’Malley’s vision, one that 
didn’t materialize this fall amid 
lofty promises and shiny pam-
phlets: it’s a set of policies and 
ideals that has been a constant 
in O’Malley’s leadership over 
the past four years and has been 
borne out by rock solid numbers. 
It’s also what sets O’Malley apart 
from his opponent, former Re-
publican Governor Bob Ehrlich, 
in this November’s gubernatorial 
election.

So you want to be “smart?” 
Go to school. And that’s what 
Maryland kids have been do-
ing recently.  Over the past four 
years, O’Malley froze college tu-
ition, while Ehrlich raised it by 
40% during his term. O’Malley 
invested a record $462 million 
in tuition assistance and schol-

arship, and invested 35% more 
in community colleges than Eh-
rlich. And if you’re still skeptical: 
for the past two years, Maryland 
public schools have been ranked 
number one in the nation.

Transportation is also a hotly 
debated issue for O’Malley and 
Ehrlich. Our current governor 
has consistently moved funding 
away from highways in favor 
of transit projects. With Ehrlich 
in offi ce again, emphasis would 
be returned to highways and the 
like.

The Republican has specifi ed, 
in fact, that as governor he would 
not build the Red Line in Bal-
timore City, a mass transit light 
rail line running East and West. 

O’Malley knows that the 
Red Line would be important 
for 635,000 residents and their 
neighborhoods’ futures and for 
Baltimore’s green efforts.

Concentrating growth in the 
city is environmentally sound 
and an economic tool for growth 
for people of all income levels. 
O’Malley’s position on this sub-
ject was one reason the D.C. 
Board of Trade (the premier 
Washington business group) en-
dorsed the Governor last week. 

 Another group that favors 
O’Malley is the Maryland League 
of Conservation Voters, a non-
partisan organization that is a 
prominent voice for the environ-
ment. They awarded O’Malley an 

A- for his environmen-
tal restoration policies. 
It is the only A they’ve 
ever awarded. Ehrlich, 
on the other hand, re-
ceived a D, primarily 
for his failure to protect 
the Chesapeake Bay. 
Also unlike Ehrlich, 
O’Malley fully funded 
Program Open Space, 
a plan to organize open 
space areas for the 
public, ever year. He 
is, without a doubt, the 
“green” candidate as 
well. 

Little more than a 
year into O’Malley’s 
term as governor, the 

mosphere in Park’s math class-
es. At most schools, you get 
into trouble if you question the 
teacher or the answer in the book. 
At Park, students are praised for 
challenging an answer if they 
think it is wrong. Sometimes 
my teacher Tony Asdourian will 
even purposely throw in an in-
correct answer to see if we will 
question him.  

“Your job is  not to believe ev-
erything I say,” said Asdourian. 
“Your job is to prove to your-
selves and to your classmates 
the correct solution and not to 
just nod and say the answer is 
correct.”

Coming from a school where 
an answer was either right or 
wrong, full-credit or no-credit, I 
did not know what to think about 
that here.  At Park the answer that 
you get is not as important as the 
way that you get it, and solution 
matters more than the answer.

  Even though the math pro-
gram at Park takes a little getting 
used to, I think that in the long 
run, Park will better prepare stu-
dents for the future.

Martin O’Malley shows the way forward

Park math is more than memorization

By Jacob Potash ‘14

By Victoria Brown ‘14

economy began its downward 
spiral - yet Maryland still has one 
of the best economic situations 
in the country. Our Democratic 
governor managed to close the 
$1.7 billion defi cit Ehrlich left 
behind, and now oversees an 
unemployment rate that is 25% 
below the national average. 

In 2009, Maryland kept its 
jobs at a higher rate than all but 
four other states, and only seven 
other states held on to their Triple 
A bond ratings. In short, we’re 
poised for growth.

Perusing Bob Ehrlich’s cam-

8

paign web site, one notices quick-
ly that there are surprisingly few 
references to his meager record 
as governor of Maryland. In its 
place are long lists of promises. 
The next thing one notices is the 
entire section of the website en-
titled “O’Malley Making Stuff 
Up.” 

In the end, Martin O’Malley is 
not only the one with a solid track 
record - he’s the one with a plan. 
Being anti-tax, anti-government, 
and anti-O’Malley isn’t a method 
for moving forward. Voting for 
Martin O’Malley is.

photo by R. Ringler ‘11
Park’s math program focuses on process learning, and the understanding that there is more 
than one way to solve a problem. 

Governor Martin O’Malley and Lieutenant governor Brown 
campaign for re-election in November. 

photo courtesy O’Malley Campaign 

photo courtesy Ehrlich Campaign 
Bob Ehrlich and his running mate Mary 
Kane are O’Malley’s GOP opponents 
for re-election.



Over the past few weeks, the 
military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” 
policy, which prevents gays and 
lesbians from serving openly 
in the military, has gone from 
back-page news item to hot but-
ton issue.  Last month, the US 
District court in California ruled 
the law unconstitutional and it 
appeared that Democrats would 
utilize their majority in Congress 
to repeal it.  Then, Senator John 
McCain led a ridiculous fi libus-
ter which stopped any impending 
repeal.   Don’t ask, don’t tell 
must be repealed sooner rather 
than later.

Don’t ask, don’t tell was im-
plemented during the Clinton ad-
ministration after the 1992 mur-
der of Allen Schindler, a naval 
offi cer.  The law was designed 
to prevent hate crimes and abuse 
directed at gay servicemen and 
women, but despite good inten-
tions, the policy has caused the 
discharge of 13,000 soldiers.

 The law has become unac-
ceptable on many grounds.  We 
don’t accept laws that discrimi-
nate against ethnic background 
or race in the way that don’t 
ask, don’t tell does.  Politicians 
would never pass a law which 
bars people from openly practic-
ing their religion in the military. 
Why should gay people be any 
different?  Homophobic preju-
dice is the only reason the policy 
is still around.

Some soldiers might feel 
uncomfortable by openly gay 
servicemen and women sharing 
their facilities.  However, closet-
ed gay and lesbian members are 
already in close proximity to their 

By Daniel Levine ‘14

Not all Republicans are conservative, 
some of them are actually liberal

‘Fake news’ provides better information than ‘real news’
There are many sources of 

news today, but all seem to have 
bias, extremism, or hate for other 
groups of people, be it liberals, 
conservatives, gays, straights, 
blacks, whites, whoever. Because 

of this bias 
I get my 
news from 
two shows: 
The Daily 
Show with 
John Stew-
art and The 

Colbert Report with Stephen 
Colbert.

 Both are television news sat-
ires, otherwise known as “fake 
news.”  But “fake news” is not 
the proper term to describe these 
two prime time shows, since they 
present a less biased approach to 
news.

Stephen Colbert imitates a 
very conservative republican 
pundit.  John Stewart, anchor of 
The Daily Show, uses satire to 

denounce the crazy and praise 
the sane of conservatives and 
liberals alike, instead of trying 
destroy the other side’s credibil-
ity in the Fox/MSNBC manner. 

Both Colbert and Stewart 
often have distinguished guests 
on their shows, including for-
mer presidents, vice presidents, 
foreign leaders, and others who 
have arguments and points to 
make. 

That these people appear on 
“fake news” shows to share their 
beliefs confi rms that they recog-
nize these shows as legitimate 
and unbiased. The main reason 
that The Daily Show is unbiased 
is that very much of its material 
is derived from the bias and la-
ziness of “real” news organiza-
tions.

Colbert and Stewart are hold-
ing opposing rallies October 30 
on the National Mall, parodying 
Glenn Beck’s recent “Restoring 
Honor” rally and the liberal “Re-
claim the Dream” counter-rally.  

Colbert’s “March to Keep Fear 
Alive” is a satirical rally where 
Colbert will mock fear monger-
ing politicians.  Stewart’s is the 
“Rally to Restore Sanity,” to rep-
resent the majority of Americans 
that do not have extreme politi-
cal views or a loud voice in the 
media. 

Protesters at his rally will 
bring signs saying things such 
as, “I disagree with you, but I’m 
pretty sure you’re not Hitler,” 
showing their differences with 
Glenn Beck’s habit of comparing 
Democrats to Nazis. The legiti-
macy of these rallies shows that 
these two men are serious and 
credible.

These men have such a great 
impact on America, and it ap-
pears that “fake news” and satire 
are the most effective voices of 
reason in today’s hyperactive and 
extreme media.  I will most defi -
nitely continue to get my news 
from these shows, and I encour-
age you to do so also.  

By Peter Califano ‘14
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It’s time to repeal
don’t ask, don’t tell

straight comrades in places like 
showers.  If people don’t like the 
idea of showering with an openly 
gay or lesbian comrade, then I’m 
sure that steps can be taken to 
avoid any awkwardness.

Forbidding people who want 
to per-
form the 
h o n o r -
able duty 
of serv-
ing our 
country 
from do-
ing so is not only shameful and 
unconstitutional, but it also hurts 
our country’s armed forces over-
seas.  We should allow any able 
person to fi ght.  Israeli Consul 
David Saranga (Israel allows 
openly gay and lesbian members 
to serve in its military) was cor-
rect to say that “It’s a non-issue. 
You can be a very good offi cer, a 
creative one, a brave one, and be 
gay at the same time.” Our coun-
try should be taking the same ap-
proach.  “We must welcome the 
service of any American who is 
willing and able to do the job,” 
said former Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs John Shalikashvili.

It is embarrassing that our 
country stands for such blatant 
discrimination against a group 
of people.  It is insulting when 
a man such as John McCain, 
who almost lost his life serving 
our country in Vietnam, would 
oppose the repeal of don’t ask, 
don’t tell just to defend himself 
against primary challengers.  The 
Sailor’s Creed holds that sailors 
must be “committed to excellence 
and the fair treatment of all.”  It’s 
a shame the armed forces don’t 
follow their own words.

By Andrew Bahl ‘14

photo courtesy The Daily Show 
The Daily Show with John Stewart has more male viewers in 
the 18-34 age bracket than any other evening cable news 
shows.

As a Republican in this over-
whelmingly Democratic school, 
I often feel pressured to hide my 
beliefs because many students 
don’t understand what the word 
“Republican” really means. 
What’s more, there is a false as-

sumption 
that con-
servative 
and Re-
pub l i can 
are synon-
ymous.

T h e s e 
w o r d s 

are not the same.  Typically, a 
conservative wants to preserve 
things as they are and emphasiz-
es stability, while a Republican is 
just a member of the Republican 
Party.  There are liberal Repub-
licans just as there are conserva-
tive Democrats. 

For the most part, conserva-
tives are pro-life and against 
same sex marriage, but Repub-
licans are not necessarily aligned 
with the socially conservative 
right.  For example, I am for the 
repeal of the “don’t ask don’t 
tell” policy, a position I share 
with many other Republicans.

Hiding one’s opinions and be-
liefs are certainly looked down 
upon in Park School’s philoso-
phy, but I still feel discouraged 
knowing that I am one of the few 

political outliers. All students are 
supposed to feel the freedoms of 
Upper School, but I do not share 
the experience.

 Republicans are viewed in 
a negative light; many students 
only consider the preconceived, 
John Stewart, view of the party. 
If I were to ask any student at this 
school, ‘What is a Republican?’ 
about eight out of nine students 
would say that Republicans are 
obstructionist and should not be 
undermining Barack Obama’s 
presidency.  But what these 

eight students do not realize is 
not all Republicans disagree with 
Obama’s policies.

The majority of students and 
teachers at this school may know 
that conservative and Republican 
and (liberal and Democrat) are 
completely different terms, but 
this issue should be reinforced 
in our classes and in upcoming 
assemblies this year.  I am a Re-
publican, not an extreme conser-
vative, and our community must 
realize the difference between 
the two.
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On Wednesday October 6, se-
niors Cody Tracey and Brandon 
Steiner performed a controver-

sial four-song set for the Upper School 
Assembly, including R. Kelly’s “Sex in 
the Kitchen” and Steiner’s original song 
“Chit Chat.”  The lyrics of “Sex in the 

Controversial assembly sparks conversations 
by Ben Miller ‘13

Kitchen” clearly detailed a sex fantasy, 
while “Chit Chat” described the need to 
forgo small talk and just “get it on.”

The explicit (although well performed) 
nature of the performance spawned count-

less conversations throughout the hall-
ways, classrooms, and advisories of the 
Upper School.

There were many opinions about the 
performance. Some were understandably 
offended and thought the presentation 
was not in line with the aims of the Park 
School as an academic institution. 

“I think that normalizing that kind of 
speech, particularly speech which ob-
jectifi es women, is highly detrimental to 
an educational institution,” said college 
counselor Tina Forbush.

However, despite the foul language and 
sexism, the performance was ultimately 
benefi cial to the student body and social 

consciousness 
of the school. 
O f f e n s i v e 
content is not 
necessari ly 
inimical to the 
educational 
process. 

While the 
lyrics of the 

songs may have been immature, the con-
versations it inspired were precisely the 

If you’ve noticed 
the word “swez” 
lately, or heard the 
“lax snap” echoing 
in the hallways, then 
you probably agree 
that the “lax 
bro” move-
ment seems to 
be taking 
over our 
school.

 A 
lax bro, 
typically, is a 
boy who plays 
lacrosse reli-
giously and wears 
high athletic socks 
and bright pants. 
Not to mention the 
infamous loafers. 

A laxer might 
have a “lax name,” 
a version of his 
real name with ei-
ther the word “bro” 
or “lax” combined 
with it. For example, 
my lax name would be 
Samantha Lax. A true 
lax bro possesses a 
unique mentality 
that emphasizes 

by Samantha Max ‘14

opposite.
This presentation sparked an intelli-

gent, lucid, and incisive dialogue between 
students and teachers, which is “exactly 
what makes this school most worthwhile,” 
said history teacher Peter Warren.  

“I think it [the conversation] is what 
we’re here for. We’re not here for my 
lectures on World War I - you can read a 
book for that.”

Science teacher Sean Lally agreed: 
“Clearly this has spawned more discus-
sion than anything in a long time.”

“It simultaneously brought out the 
best and worst of Park School: the ease 
that we have with sharing what we enjoy 
with each other, and the misconception 
that everything is appropriate,” said music 
teacher Adele Dinerstein. While there is 
a time and place for “appropriateness,” 
there are things that we can learn from the 
wildly improper and out-of-place.  

Anything that prompts the type of 
discourse that took place because of this 
performance is intrinsically benefi cial to 
the academic experience of the student 
body. 

“As long as things are substantive, 
there will be controversy,” explained Pe-
ter Warren. “Free speech is messy. That’s 
part of the deal. If you don’t want it, go 
to Gilman.”

“There are things we can learn from the wildly 
improper and inappropriate.”

the drive for competition, ag-
gression and superiority. 

Through an interview with 
Nick Halle ‘12, a well-known 
die-hard laxer, I learned that the 
majority of the lax bro popula-

tion consists of preppy pri-
vate school boys in Mary-

land, New Jersey, and 
the NYC suburbs.  

According to 
Halle, lacrosse 
comes with a very 
exclusive culture 
because, “there’s 
such a small com-

munity that plays 
lacrosse in the country 
and that it really sort 
of fi nds its niche. With 

any sport you have 
people wearing 

things that 
t h e y 
would 
w e a r 

when they play. In la-
crosse, it just happens 

to be high socks.”
In our Baltimore pri-

vate school setting, how-
ever, the lax bro movement 
is so prevalent that lacrosse 
players, and even boys 
who don’t play lacrosse, 

are introduced to this way 
of life at a very young age. 

Therefore, athletic boys are 
expected to automatically con-
form to the lax cult mentality as 
they grow older. 

No matter what your gender, 
if you don’t play lacrosse and 
wear the proper attire, it can feel 
as if you are an outsider, exclud-
ing yourself from a central part 
of our local society. 

Why should boys be pres-
sured to constantly live by the 
social rules of a sport? There is 
nothing wrong with enjoying a 
sport and excelling at it. 

I can even understand the de-
sire to “dress the part.” However, 
at a certain point, the game must 
be left on the fi eld. Guys should 
not have to act like stereotypi-
cal jocks all of the time just to 
fi t in.  

One might think that the lax 
bro movement does not particu-
larly affect me, since I am a girl 
who does not play lacrosse. Yet, 
I feel constantly surrounded by 
the lax movement, both in school 
and in the Baltimore community 
in general. 

The distinct character that 
comes with it eventually be-
comes somewhat irritating with 
its constant presence. 

Not to mention, it’s as if there 
is an imaginary force fi eld that 
separates lax bros from everyone 

‘Lax’ culture and speech infiltrate school
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else. 
They are just people like the 

rest of us, so why should other 
students who don’t play lacrosse 
feel pressured to conform?

Instead, people should value 
actual personalities, not just 
cookie-cutter fads. 

The worst part of the move-
ment is that people who might 

otherwise be truly intelligent, 
thoughtful and interesting hide 
behind imaginary personas 
so that their peers will accept 
them. 

Is it really worth altering your 
personality and appearance to 
such an extent that when you 
look in the mirror, you don’t even 
recognize your own refl ection?

photo  by R. Ringler ‘11
Senior lacrosse players E. Freedman, J. Kolodner, and B. 
Keiser wear typical “lax” clothing, which is characterized by 
high socks and boat shoes. 

cartoon  by RJ Gitter ‘12
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                             Word on the Street 
What do you think about the recent assemblies?

“I think that everybody that 
has a problem [with Brandon and 
Cody’s assembly] has to get over 
it – they shouldn’t have gotten 
as upset as they were – we’re in 
high school, we know about sex.”
Kalyx S. ‘11

“I personally have no preference, 
I liked Cody and Brandon’s stuff.”

“So far I think they’ve been worth-
while, I think Cody and Brandon’s 
was a bit inappropriate, but I cer-
tainly enjoyed it.”

Niko  A. ‘13 Yen B. ‘13

“I guess they were interesting, 
a bit controversial; I thought some 
were very informative.”

“They were kind of boring. I liked 
what Cody and Brandon did; it was 
actually fun for a change.”

Tymani R. ‘14

“I think it’s been a change from 
last year; they’ve been less intellec-
tual, but gotten people involved.”

Sarah L. ‘14

Seth G. ‘11

“I think they were fi ne, but I’m 
personally not religious really, so 
Nancy Fink’s assembly wasn’t ap-
pealing for me.”
Jean-Claude N. ‘13

“They can be really fun or really 
boring. But when they’re fun, people 
are always offended.”
Brett P. ‘12

photo by R. Ringler ‘11
Jelena Popov attended the University of Las Vegas  before 
teaching in Hawaii. At Park, Popov teaches a course on the 
modern Middle East and three classes of World History 10.

In 1991, when Jelena Popov 
graduated high school in Serbia, 
the Balkan Wars began.  First 
Croatia, and then Bosnia tried to 
secede from Yugoslavia, which 
was multi-ethnic confederation 
including Croatia, Bosnia, Ser-
bia, among other republics.  In 
1998, when she left Serbia, the 
region was still convulsing in 
violence.

In the beginning, the war 
was almost, “retaliation for the 
Second World War [when the 
Croatian Ustaše sided with the 
Germans and massacred Serbs, 
Jews, and Gypsies],” Popov said.  
Yet in years between WWII and 
the breakup of Yugoslavia, the 
ethnic feuds mellowed, “I knew 
a lot of people with mixed mar-
riages,” she said, “communism 
helped cure some of the ethnic 
problems.”

This amicability disappeared 
when the war started and Pop-
ov’s life was thrown into turmoil.  
“Serbia was not technically in 
the war, as the government con-
stantly reminded the world, but 

still I had many friends who got 
dragged into the war by force,” 
she said.  The economic system 
was falling apart; “infl ation was 
nearly 1000% per day; an apple’s 
price would go from one dinar 
[the Yugoslav unit of currency] 
to three dinars in the time from 
breakfast to lunch,” she said.  
“There was a big exodus; if you 
had any ties [to people in the EU 
or US], you would leave.”  It was 
so bad, that “salaries weren’t go-
ing up [with infl ation], and just 
getting food was diffi cult.”

So, like many Serbians of her 
generation, she took to the streets 
protesting Slobodan Milošević’s 
dictatorial government.  The re-
gime had weakened after the war 
ended, and “a democratic opposi-
tion was created, and more and 
more people turned against the 
government, but the government 
was able to manipulate votes and 
steal elections,” Popov said.  “I 
never realized how powerful it is 
when people get together; I see 
why governments are so afraid 
of public protests.  I don’t even 
think people are aware of their 

power.”  Despite the progress of 
the demonstrations, Popov left 
the country in 1998.

Looking back, “[the experi-
ences] put things into perspec-
tive,” she said.  “I was part of the 
system too; I was very national-
istic because that’s what we were 
taught.”  But, “coming to the US 
changed me,” she said, and she 
no longer feels so attached to 
Serbia.  “I don’t have an iden-
tity crisis [like many other im-
migrants], since I left when times 
were hard.  [Even now,] it isn’t 
what I remember as a kid.”

As a child, Popov said, “I was 
in the classroom with gypsies 
and people from foster homes, 
and it was very diverse.  But 
now there’s so much inequality; 
that doesn’t happen anymore.”  
Even now, although she isn’t so 
attached to the country itself, she 
stills has many friends from Ser-
bia who “still speak the language, 
and appreciate the culture.”  Pop-
ov’s children speak Serbian and 
her relatives from the country 
visit often, “Serbia comes to my 
home,” Popov said.  

By Jesse Orr ‘11

War torn Yugoslavia
shapes new history teacher 
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The SEX 
Column

The Sex column is a space designed for 
students to talk openly about issues related 
to sexual orientation, gender, and or ro-
mance. 
by Adam Kelmenson ‘11

Club Sandwich

Penis jokes, roughhousing, and copious 
amounts of Chipotle burritos have been a 
large part of my high school career. As a 
boy, these experiences differ from those of 
my female peers, and often infl uence my 
thinking. Although men and women are 
equally intelligent, expectations placed on 
each gender--think hair styles, clothing, 
and capabilities--often manipulate societal 
conduct, shaping the opinions students 
bring to the classroom. 

In my British Women Writers class, the 
difference between boys and girls is ap-
parent. To understand the themes of Jane 
Austen’s Emma, and their relation to our 
society, especially as they comment on 
marriage and women’s roles, it is essential 
to hear a female’s opinion. My reading of 
this classic novel would be incomplete 
without a gender mixed class. 

Luckily, every English class I’ve tak-
en has been either dominated by girls or 
gender balanced. In fact, most humanities 
electives have an abundance of female 
students. A problem arises, however, in 
math and science classes. This year, my 
two “dark hallway” subjects, Abstract 
Algebra and Physics with Calculus, are 
dominated by boys with an average ratio 
of six to one. 

Boys in these classes are worse off be-
cause women are underrepresented, leav-
ing them with an incomplete education. 
Gender shapes thinking, changing the 
way a girl will approach algebra from the 
method I will use to solve a problem.

Boys jump into math problems aggres-
sively, displaying the same testosterone 
rush as in sports. Problems are treated like 
something to be beaten, and a correct an-
swer constitutes victory. Women on the 
other hand more calmly approach math, 
taking time to evaluate the problem before 
jumping in. A balance of the two methods 
is necessary to learn an array of problem 
solving techniques. 

But in order for girls to display their 
alternate technique, they must overcome 
gender roles. Our society imposes a lack 
of confi dence on girls, causing them to 
approach math and science with appre-
hension. 

Because of gender expectations, wom-
en tend to internalize mistakes. This in-
security is magnifi ed in math classrooms 
because students are bound to get some 
answers wrong, and girls don’t seem to be 
able to brush off these mistakes as easily 
as the boys can.

These societal rules are not only detri-
mental to female students, causing them 
to shy away from certain subjects, but also 
to the boys in our school. I suppose my 
complaint is a selfi sh one, but I feel my 
learning is harmed by a gender imbalance 
in the classroom.

Imagine spending your X Block prepar-
ing and cooking lunch yourself.  Sopho-
more David Agronin created the Cooking 
Club due to the lack of a clubs that fi t his 
culinary interests. 

At the fi rst club meeting, the partici-
pants prepared guacamole from scratch. 
The process was surprisingly easy, ac-

Cooking Club

by Shira Cohen ‘13 cording to club member Sarah Narrow 
‘13. “We fi rst washed our hands, then cut 
the avocado and scooped it into a bowl,” 
she explained. “We then mashed it up and 
added some spices and lime juice.” 

The club consists of 20 members—
more people than many popular clubs 
in the Upper School have. “Cooking is 
something creative that a lot of Park stu-

by Shira Cohen ‘13

Greek Culture Club

Sequestered in the corner of the com-
mons, 15 sophomores happily drank peach 
juice and snacked on Greek pastries. These 
are members of the Greek Culture Club. 
Club leader Niko Argeroplos ’13 decided 
to lead this exploration of Greek culture 
because of his Greek heritage. “I wanted 

to share a little of my culture with other 
people who may be interested,” Argerop-
los said. 

The club has many exciting activi-
ties planned, including learning the lan-
guage, attending local festivals, bringing 
in a Greek-American speaker, and eating 
food native to the country. However, the 

Japanese Street Fashion

by Sherry Levine ‘14
Picture neon-colored hair, brightly pat-

terned socks and gloves, large pink bows, 
and sparkly eye makeup. This year, stu-
dents are given the opportunity to explore 
the fashion trends that have taken over 
Japan, known as Japanese Street Fashion. 
This new club, created by Read Cullen 
’14, which meets Tuesdays at X Block, 
has already attracted 20 members. 

“I really like Japanese fashion,” Cullen 

said. “I want to make an American maga-
zine based on the Japanese street fashion. 
One person can’t make a magazine, so I 
decided to make a club,” she said

To make Cullen’s dream a reality, the 
club is currently working to put together 
an American magazine of Japanese fash-
ion styles. 

What exactly are these trends taking 
over Japan? Club members will learn 
about three different types of fashion: 

Gyaru, Lolita, and Harajuku. Participants 
will also listen to music, learn dances and 
do each other’s makeup. “It’s really fun 
and educational. I get to learn about a part 
of a culture that I haven’t been exposed 
to before,” said club member Samantha 
Rogers ’14. If you’d like to fi nd out what 
Gyaru, Lolita, and Harajuku are, check 
out Japanese Street Fashion.

Japanese Street Fashion meets Tues-
days at X Block.

rry Levine ‘14 id “I t t k A i G L li d H j k P

e Japanese fashion,  Cullen about three different types of fashion: days at X Block.

most anticipated event is learning Greek 
dancing, which all members are excited 
about. “Learning a Greek dance sounds 
awesome,” club member Tara Wendell 
‘13 said. 

Greek Culture Club meets Mondays 
at X block and is open to all new mem-
bers. 

dents love,” Narrow said. 
Over the next few weeks the group 

hopes to make paella, a Spanish rice dish, 
spanakopita, a spinach pastry, and falafel, 
a Middle-Eastern chickpea delicacy. The 
group is aided by faculty member Chris-
tine Tillman. 

Cooking Club meets in the Arts Con-
ference Room Wednesdays at X Block. 
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The new director of Appalachian 
Challenge, Matt Trump, is fi lling 
a position that was synonymous 

with Jim Howard for as long as most of 
us can remember. Just don’t call Trump 
“The New Jim Howard. Those shoes are 
way too big for me to fi ll,” he said.

A York, Pennsylvania native, Trump at-
tended Dallastown High School, and later 
Wake Forest University outside of Win-
ston-Salem, North Carolina.  “[Upon see-
ing Park] I almost feel like I was cheated 
out of a full education,” he said.  “Students 
have more of a meta-cognition about their 
learning experience; they actually value 
their education.” 

Growing up, Trump believed that “the 
metric for a happy life” was to become an 
M.D., but later realized that medicine was 
not his calling. 

“I remember one day in my sophomore 
year [of college] and I was sitting in Or-
ganic Chemistry II… and it seemed like 
every single lab that we did in Organic 
Chemistry was white powder… I thought 
to myself, ‘This isn’t what I want to do. I 
realized that a class can consist of going 
outside and searching for critters in the 
stream… or climbing a tree and measuring 
the amount of light coming into a canopy 
versus the amount of light reaching the 
ground in the forest.”

After college, Trump worked for the 
Carolina Biological Supply Company as 
a product developer, inventing labs for 
classrooms. After his wife completed 
graduate school, Trump began working 
with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
leading educational fi eld trips.  While he 
loved taking students out on canoe trips 
and doing real, experiential learning about 
the environment, he was not satisfi ed.  “I 
only saw my students for a few hours – I 

by Christopher Mergen ‘14 Matt Trump takes on
a challenge (course)

 “I liked his music before I got to know 
him personally.  I think he’s really good,” 
said Mizmur Converse, a junior at Balti-
more Polytechnic Institute.  Converse’s 
classmate Cole Bailey said, “He’s my 
favorite underground artist.”  They are 
referring to rap artist and Park Junior Jor-
dan Williams.  

“I started writing poetry when I was 
about 12,” said Williams. “Nick [Watson 
‘04] had just died and I wrote a three page 
poem about him.”  Since then, Williams 
has written at least a few lines in his rhyme 
book every day.

He recently decided to put his poetry 
to music, and began rapping around six 
months ago.  He recently released a mix-
tape, which is an introductory album of 
sorts.  Artists often use them to create a 
fan base, but not necessarily to sell.  Mix-
tapes are more than a collection of singles; 
they are an art form with a purpose and 
message.

The mixtape is titled The Memo.  When 

asked about this title, Williams said, “Peo-
ple need to wake up.  The Memo is like 
a change. Its purpose is to inform fans 
that music has changed and music isn’t 
what is used to be. It’s a wake-up call for 
those who didn’t like hip-hop/rap because 
mainstream poetry has faded.”

Williams tries to focus on the poetic el-
ements of rap, instead of the glamour that 
others of greater fame often highlight with 
their lyrics. He despises violent, sexual, 
and hateful lyrics.  Along with The Memo 
and future work, he hopes to “if not re-
store the game [himself], inspire someone 
who will” in his career.  “I hope I earn the 
right to be called a representative of the 
rap genre.”

The Memo features beats from artists 
such as Drake and J. Cole. Some fans of 
Williams enjoy his selection of instrumen-
tals and beats. Sarah Wallack, a sopho-
more at Friends, calls his music “a cool 
combination of sounds.” Williams selects 
beats that “express the same feeling I want 
to portray.” 

Standing at only 5’6”, and very ap-
proachable, Williams is not a very threat-
ening person. He is, however, lyrically 

intimidating. His older brother Bradley 
(’09) says that Jordan is “a very clever 
rapper for his age. His punch lines are 
on point and his delivery is solid.” The 
older Williams is referring to lines such 
as ‘It’s my time just to wrap/rap like a 
Santa Clause midget’, which can be heard 
in arguably the most popular single on the 
mixtape, “Where You Going?”

Williams records using a studio in his 
basement with the help of his brothers, 
Bradley and Jamar, and his father, Victor, 
who are all experienced musicians. He 
knows how to record his own songs, but 
cannot mix his rhymes from raw record-
ings to fi nished products, so Bradley does 
this for him. “He’s good,” says Jordan. 
“He used to take longer than I would’ve 
liked, but now he does them in less than 
an hour.” 

Bradley considers himself to be one 
of his younger brother’s biggest fans. 
Besides mixing his songs, he provides 
constructive criticism. Williams appreci-
ates the commentary from his dad and his 
brothers.

“The reason I like their criticism is be-
cause they’re honest,” said Williams.  “If 

by Nathan Randrianarivelo ‘12

had no follow-up with my participants,” 
he said.  With this in mind, Trump decided 
he wanted to teach at a school.

After leaving the CBF, Trump returned 
to graduate school, where he earned his 
Masters in biology.  Searching for jobs, 
“Director of Appalachian Challenge” did 
not seem like it would fi t his dream of 
teaching biology and environmental sci-
ence in the classroom, but the idea grew 
on him, since it made use of his numerous 

other skills – certifi ed in Wilderness First 
Aid, Trump was a Boy Scout growing up, 
led backpacking trips throughout college, 
and has paddled one thousand miles down 
the Yukon River.  He was also drawn to 
Park’s philosophy and the “fl exibility [for 
teachers] to pursue and teach what they’re 
interested in.”

But it is not Trump’s numerous outdoor 
or scientifi c skills that are most important 
to the Challenge program, or even to Park 

– it is his desire to “meet student[s] where 
they are.”  “I can’t just assume that every-
one’s goal is to climb the Giant’s Ladder 
and then go down the Giant Zip.

“If Challenge is a scale of 0-10, [zero 
being least and ten being most comfort-
able] and I can get a student who starts at 
zero and gets to fi ve, I see that as a greater 
success than a student who just goes down 
the giant zipline.”

Trump plans on running the Challenge 
program as it has been in past years for the 
fi rst trimester, but there are a few details 
that he hopes to change about the way the 
program is run later on.  

Similar to his last job, Trump wants 
students to focus less on churning through 
initiatives and instead on the experiences 
that they are having in a “group context,” 
which he believes is vital to creating a 
meaningful Challenge experience.  

He strongly supports “Challenge by 
Choice,” and will never force someone 
to do something that they are completely 
uncomfortable doing. Trump is not ter-
ribly concerned about doing things the 
same way as they were done in the past.  
His wife, Elizabeth, taught him an impor-
tant lesson – “Be yourself in any given 
situation – if people don’t respect that, 
they have some growth to do for them-
selves.”  

“Coming into the position, people 
associate it with Jim Howard,” he said.  
“Things won’t be exactly like they were in 
the past because there’s a different person 
running it.”   Trump is not going to pretend 
to be someone he is not.

In the end, if there is one way that 
Trump would like to be remembered, it 
is as a catalyst. 

He hopes that people will think of him 
as someone who helped them learn some-
thing more about themselves, not just as 
a director of an outdoor education pro-
gram.

a song I make doesn’t meet my potential, 
they’ll tell me straight up.” 

His mother is more of a ‘follow your 
dreams’ person. When the males of the 
household are too harsh, she functions as 
a “bounce-back” person. “She’s my en-
couragement, my backbone. She’s just as 
important as my brothers and dad.”

On the possibility of getting signed, 
Williams isn’t sure, but would love to ‘go 
pro.’ Bradley thinks it is very possible.  
“The best part about Jordan is that he has 
room to grow. He has a lot of potential 
and really has the chance to be an amazing 
artist.” He believes that if Jordan keeps 
working with his current level of concen-
tration, there is no doubt he is going to do 
big things.

“I’m going to make an album regard-
less,” Jordan said. “It just would be better 
if I had thousands of fans to buy it.” He’s 
not sure who will be featured on the al-
bum, but Bradley certainly wants to work 
with his younger brother.

  For now though, Williams will focus 
on his solo career. When asked how far 
he might go, he replied, “there ain’t no 
tellin.”

Budding rapper Jordan Williams releases fi rst mixtape

photo by R. Ringler ‘11
New faculty challenge leader Matt Trump teaches freshman R. Aizen about 
belaying a rock climber at a challenge leadership class. 
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by Reid Danels ‘13

Girls’ move 
to IAAM C 
conference 
proves 
successful

Last year, the Girls’ Varsity Soccer 
team failed to win a game in the MIAA 
B Conference. As a result, the soccer team 
moved down to the C conference for the 
2010 season. 

So far this year, the team is undefeated 
in-conference and is on the fast track to a 
deep run in the playoffs. 

Clearly, the switch of conferences was 
benefi cial, given that Park went from last 
place in 2009 to fi rst place this season.

Even though the soccer team has yet to 
lose an in-conference game, competition 
has still been tough. 

Most of the team’s games have been 
decided by one or two goals. “We are 
playing at the level we should be playing 
at,” said Head Coach Rob Piper. 

It’s been much easier for the team to 
compete this year, due to the immense tal-
ent on the B Conference level. Last year’s 
Bruins team had only one player that also 
played for a club team, as opposed to the 
rest of B Conference teams, which had 
multiple club players. 

The biggest difference regarding the 
atmosphere is that this year’s squad actu-
ally has confi dence.  “We know we are in 
every game,” said R. Piper.  

One reason for this is certainly the 
switch in conferences, but even more im-
portant is the dominance of the seniors 
on the team. 

There are six seniors – Sophie DeFries, 
Aiden Piper, Autumn Cohen, Ashley Ho-
hman, Lauren Sibel, and Gabi Schwartz 
– and each has been a crucial part of the 
team’s success. Each of the seniors also 
experienced last year’s disappointing 
campaign.  

“The competition is much more there 
for us. Last year was really tough because 
we didn’t win one game so it’s really nice 
to be winning,” said Cohen.  

Unprepared 
MS players 
join US 
teams

“Flare,” “Flex,” and “Red.” Those are 
the names of the only three plays that last 
year’s Junior Varsity Basketball team ran.  
By contrast, the Middle School Basketball 
A team had many more set plays, which 
left much less room for improvisation on 
the part of the players. 

It left us, the players, poorly prepared 
for the immense amount of improvising 
that we would be expected to do at the 
JV level. 

None of the A team’s plays even re-
sembled any of JV’s, meaning that, this 
year, any freshmen who will play JV will 
be forced into a completely different sys-
tem. Had the Middle School A team taught 
players just these three basic plays, the JV 
team would be in a much better position to 
move forward quickly, and avoid having 
one of Park’s typical slow starts.

 “The lack of fundamentals is always 
a headache,” said Justin McKnight, the 
third-year JV head coach. “The fundamen-
tals are paramount: how to shoot correctly, 
hop-step, set picks, and so on, would be 
great for [the Middle School coaches] to 
emphasize.” 

This year, Varsity Basketball Coach 
Josh Wolf has come to terms with the issue 
and begun to take action. He has started 
an hour-long, weekly, after-school skills 
program for lower and middle school stu-
dents. The program emphasizes funda-
mentals and individual mechanics.  

Though it’s only one small step, Lobo’s 
skills program is a step in the right di-
rection. For better or for worse, Park is 
one of the few schools in the MIAA that 
doesn’t put excessive emphasis on athlet-
ics. Though it helps to maintain Park’s 
academic prestige and integrity, this lack 
of athletic prioritization is detrimental to 
our teams. 

Nevertheless, this can be overcome. In 
the professional sports world, we often see 
less talented teams beat their competition. 
In order for upsets like that to occur, the 
less talented teams have to have all the 
intangibles down pat. 

Park does a great job of coaching its 
own homegrown players, and putting 
them in positions that are conducive to 
their success. But, in order for our school 
to fi eld more than just average teams, we 
must do our part to prepare our younger 
players for the unique systems that we 
employ at the Varsity and Junior Varsity 
levels. 

If we want to consistently emerge as 
championship contenders, we must be-
gin training our Middle School athletes 
to play in Upper School systems.  

by Jake Abrams ‘12

“We’re more competitive and all our 
games are really close. And the games are 
really competitive; we aren’t wining eas-
ily. The people who score changes every 
game, but Sarah Lesson [‘14] and Becca 
Kolodner  [’13] score a lot,” she said.

Cohen added that she thinks the move 
was good decision, and that the team will 
continue to have success in the future.

Whatever the reason – whether it’s the 
change in conference, the senior leader-
ship, or the renewed confi dence – the 
Girls’ Varsity Soccer team is on a roll. 
This year marks the start of a new era for 
the program. 

photo by R. Ringler ‘11
Above, Varsity Soccer player Q. Salditch ‘13 pursues the ball in a game against 
Oldfi elds School October 15. Below, sophomore R. Kolodner scores a goal in the 
same game.

photo by R. Ringler ‘11
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When can Ravens fans call Flacco elite?

With two minutes and 44 sec-
onds left in the game, and the 
Baltimore Ravens trailing 14-10 
against the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
many Ravens fans were wonder-
ing the same thing.  

Was this going to be the time 
that Joe Flacco grew up and de-
livered a game-winning drive 
against a tough opponent?

It was fourth and goal from 
the three-yard line. Flacco took 
a fi ve-step drop and lofted a 
ball to Anquan Boldin, but was 
overthrown.  Many Ravens fans 
began to wonder if the third year 
quarterback would ever be able 
to deliver in a big game.  

Fortunately for Flacco, the 
Ravens defense was able to stop 
the Steelers on three straight 
plays and put the ball back into 
the offense’s hands.  

They got the ball back with a 
minute and eight seconds left to 
go and, because of a holding pen-
alty on the punt, they started their 
drive on the Steelers 40-yard line. 
Three straight completions later, 
the Ravens had moved the ball 
down to the 17 yard-line.  

With 37 seconds left, and a 
fresh set of downs, Flacco re-
ceived the ball in the shotgun 
formation, threw a quick pump 
fake, and delivered a strike to the 

by Drew Goldfarb ‘12

end zone.  On the other end of the 
pass was TJ Houshmandzadeh, 
a former Pro Bowler acquired 
during the preseason. Housh-
mandzadeh dragged his feet in 
the back of the end zone for a 
touchdown.  Flacco had done it.  
He had put his team on his back 

and carried them to a victory 
over their arch-rival.  

Although Flacco fi nally de-
livered the big game drive that 
many of his critics had been 
waiting for, he still has a long 
way to go as a passer.  Flacco 
has yet to really connect with his 

offense this year, which many 
people fi nd concerning, espe-
cially considering all of his new 
weapons.  At times, he doesn’t 
look comfortable in the pocket; 
he often gets antsy, which results 
in him throwing off his back foot. 
Perhaps his biggest fault is that 

he frequently stares down his 
primary receiver instead of scan-
ning the fi eld for the open man.  
It’s also true that, at times, Flacco 
is inconsistent with his mechan-
ics.  He often gets lazy, lofts balls 
that hang disconcertingly before 
being intercepted.  

Nevertheless, the 18th overall 
pick from the 2008 draft knows 
how to win.   Flacco has already 
proven that he’s a winner in the 
NFL.  He has won three playoff 
games, and boasts a 24-13 regu-
lar season record as the Ravens 
starter.  The kid is a winner; he 
just needs to develop as a passer 
before he is put on that level of 
great quarterbacks.  

Given the recent Steelers 
game, it is clear that Flacco is 
heading in the right direction.  He 
isn’t there yet, but he is getting 
close.  If he continues to carry 
the team on his back and win 
close games, he will prove that 
he’s the greatest Baltimore quar-
terback since Johnny Unitas (of 
the Colts).  

Flacco has proven that he 
is capable of being this town’s 
savior; now he needs to show it 
on a consistent basis.  It can’t be 
a week-to-week thing where he 
plays at different levels.  Flacco 
needs to show up every week and 
play like he did against the Steel-
ers.  Then, and only then, will he 
truly be great.

Doug Kapustin /MCT
Baltimore Ravens quarterback Joe Flacco prepares to pass in the third quarter against the 
Denver Broncos. The Ravens defeated the Broncos, 31-17 in an October 10 home game.

Team spirit brings
athletes together

In the absence of a school-mandated 
dress code, our athletic teams have 
created their own: team spirit. Ev-
ery game day, all the members of 
a specifi c team wear clothes that 
conform to a particular theme or 
requirement. The themes vary 
in style and tone – while boys’ 
teams generally just wear a 
button-down shirt and tie, 
girls’ teams set a wackier, 
more creative standard.

Aiden Piper ’11, captain 
of the Girls’ Varsity Soccer 
team, loves team spirit. “The 
purpose is to unite the team,” 
she said. “When we walk 
through the hallways, we can 
easily pick out our teammates. 
When everyone participates in 
a single team spirit, it makes 
us feel closer.” 

So far this year, the 
Girls’ Varsity Soccer team 
has dressed as Ninjas and 
M&Ms, among other things. 
As M&Ms, each girl wore an outfi t of one 

by Daniel Stern ‘12 solid color, with an “M” taped to the shirt.  
Piper’s favorite themes, though, are “the 
ones where each one of us has a differ-

ent letter, and we spell out things if we 
stand in a line.”  

A stark contrast to the girls’ bold, 
eccentric themes, the boys’ teams 

only require that athletes, on 
game-days, wear a button-down 
shirt and tie. Max Berner ’12, 
a three-sport athlete, thinks the 
boys have it right. “We like 
the uniformity and formal-

ity of formal dress,” he said. 
“We, unlike the girls, enjoy the 

classy look. We’re above their 
frivolity.”

Amy Livingston ’12, a player 
on the Girls’ Varsity Field Hock-

ey team, thinks that, regardless 
of tone, the point of team spirit is 
to unite the team. “The main idea 
is to show that, though we’re all 
different ages, we can still be one 
unit,” Livingston said. “We can 
join together in something as a 
team, even if we don’t normally 

hang out during the day.”
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photo by R. Ringler ‘11
Members of the Girls’ Varsity Field Hockey team display their ‘80’s aerobics 
team spirit outfi ts in the Athletic Center lobby October 14.
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Runners challenge themselves & competition 

by Ellie Kahn ‘12                              

Sports to the 
Max (and Stern)

Running is 90% mental.  The rest is 
hills and guts.  (Or, arguably, Girls Cross 
Country is 90% mental, and the rest is 
having a sports bra).  It’s the sport of the 
ancient Greeks, who ran so they could 
fi ght in battles, pass along news, enter-
tain, and, in the Spartans’ case, exercise.  
Cross country is the purest sport; it’s also 
the most rewarding, the most grueling, 
and the most tiring. 

Despite all of this, cross country is a 
sport that gets no publicity.  Cross country 
athletes don’t run for the fame – the fame 
won’t come. Instead, they run to prove 
that they’re tougher than their competi-
tion.  Runners – I’ll include ellipticalists 
and moms in unforgiving black yoga pants 
-- go for miles wanting to puke. They hate 
every second of the experience as it’s hap-
pening, and they only realize how great it 
is after they fi nish.  

Cross country requires dedication, and 
the discipline to want to run every day.  
The Park Girls’ Cross Country team prac-
tices four times a week, with a standard 
three-mile race every Wednesday. The 
girls are also encouraged to run on their 
own over the weekend. 

The amount of self-motivation that 
runners need to have is incredible.  “Most 
of it is just showing up,” said Girls’ Cross 

Country Coach Kent Walker.  “Once you 
put on your sneakers and line up on the 
starting line, you’re in.  It is the getting 
there that is the hardest.” Runners, there-
fore, possess a mentality of self-discipline 
and self-reward that takes most athletes 
years to acquire.

So, why doesn’t Cross Country get 
the publicity it deserves? Is it because we 
don’t have our own fi eld? Is it because 
there’s no black and red scoreboard? Is it 
because there’s no ball? 

Our society has boiled down “sports” 
to an over-simplifi ed formula of “team 
+ ball + points = success,” but, in doing 

so, we’ve forgotten about the true psy-
chological values that we should all be 
taking away from them: mental strength, 
self-fulfi llment, and drive.  

Cross Country is awesome in the out-
dated sense of the word (in that it provokes 
awe).  You can’t understand it unless you 
participate in it, but you can get close. 
So, take a half hour out of your Tuesday 
or Wednesday and come watch your very 
fi rst cross country meet.  The starting line 
fi lls up; the runners explode.  They follow 
the white lines, and tackle the hills.  Ev-
eryone closes in on the fi nish chute, and 
timers are stopped.

Practice pays off for Cross country runner

Of the 160 boys in the Upper School, 
how many played little league baseball 
or tee ball? Yet, somehow, there are only 
seven returning players on this year’s Var-
sity Baseball team.  And, no, the other 
players aren’t hiding on some JV squad.  
That’s right -- only seven students from 
grades 10 to 12 play baseball, America’s 
alleged pastime, for Park. 

Maybe the situation would be under-
standable if Park had a lousy baseball 
program.  That, though, isn’t the case; 
in the past three years, the Varsity team 
has gone to the championship twice. Last 
year, they beat Annapolis Area Christian 
School to become the MIAA B Confer-
ence Champions.  Alumni of the program 
have achieved even further success: An-
drew Keiser ’09 now plays for an Ari-
zona State University club team; Jonathan 
Hettleman ’10 is playing at Johns Hopkins 
University; Ben Brewster ’10 is pitching 
for the University of Maryland.

One might argue that the lack of base-
ball players is largely due to the popu-
larity of lacrosse at our school, but that’s 
clearly not true, as there are only three 
returning seniors on this year’s Varsity 
Lacrosse team.  

So, why don’t students at Park partici-
pate in team sports?  There isn’t a lack of 
athletic kids at Park; it’s not uncommon 
for Ultimate Frisbee, an intramural extra-
curricular, to draw over 40 students on a 
given day.  As fun as Frisbee may be, we 
could really use some of those athletes in 
our Varsity programs.  

Given the size of our student body, 
Park is already at a disadvantage. It be-
comes crucial, then, that everyone con-
tributes. Team sports are benefi cial for a 
number of reasons: they keep us in shape; 
they foster camaraderie; they promote and 
verify school spirit. Of course, there’s a 
time commitment involved, but the vast 
majority of us have no excuse.

We are currently recognized, rightfully, 
as one of the powerhouse baseball teams 
in our conference. Whether or not we start 
the 2011 season with the same amount of 
talent as we’ve had in previous years, we 
could begin developing it. Talent is hardly 
ever god-given; it’s cultivated over time 
through teaching and experience. Even 
if you’ve never played baseball before, 
there’s no time to start like the present. 

Take some pride in the way that other 
schools perceive us. Accept responsibil-
ity for the successes and failures of our 
athletic programs. Try out for baseball, 
and other Varsity team sports. It’ll be ben-
efi cial for you, and for our school.

At the beginning of last year’s cross-
country season, Grant Kitchen ‘12 was 
running three miles in 28 minutes.  Slower 
than the competition, Grant tended to lag 
behind the rest of the racers.  Captain Ja-
mie DeMarco ‘11 and other boys on his 
team often fi nished at least six minutes 
ahead of him.  Over the 
course of the season, Grant 
became completely dissat-
isfi ed with the way he was 
running.

When school ended, 
Grant knew he had a three-
month window to train and 
prepare for his second year 
of cross-country. While 
other students were on 
vacation, at camp, or hanging out with 
friends, Grant was outside everyday try-
ing to improve.  

“I would try my best to run four to six 
miles at least fi ve days a week,” Kitchen 
said. “I also worked really hard on im-
proving my up-hill running, which was a 
challenge for me throughout last year.” 

When he arrived at this year’s preseason 

by Teddy Levine ‘14 training, Grant could run three miles in 
about 21 minutes. Last year, Grant was 
on JV; this year, he was an easy choice 
for Varsity. “It was one of the greatest 
improvements I’ve ever seen,” DeMarco 
said. “It was magical how Grant showed 
up on the fi rst day of cross-country and 
was able to fi nish workouts right up there 
with the rest of us.” 

On the varsity team, there are three 
people that consistently fi n-
ish in front. Then there are 
four people that fi nish close 
behind them. Grant is always 
part of that group of four, a 
group of four that includes 
experienced seniors. 

“Grant has come a long 
way,” said Coach and His-
tory Teacher John Kessing-
er. “At fi rst, I thought it was 

nice that he came out for cross-country to 
get in shape. But now he’s on Varsity, and 
he contributes, and he’s a model for how 
working hard gets results.” 

Grant’s offseason work ethic was un-
matched, and he was rewarded for his 
effort; he’s quickly become an integral 
part of the Boys’ Varsity Cross Country 
team.

Lack of fan base doesn’t stop self-motivated athletes
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The Girls’ Cross Country team begins practice each day in the meadow,
working to improve speed, racing form and overall fi tness. 

Summer running improves season for Grant Kitchen ‘12
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Junior Grant Kitchen runs in Varsity 
Cross Country races and has im-
proved his overall 5k time by more 
than fi ve minutes since last year. 


