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Head of School David E. 
Jackson has announced that 
he will be leaving Park at 
the end of this school year.  

At a meeting for faculty and 
staff  Monday afternoon, Jackson 
stated that he made the decision 
over a period of several months 
as he thought about where he 
is at this stage of life and how 
he would like to spend his re-
maining years in the work force.

“I want to get back to 
what brought me to edu-
cation 40 years ago,” he  
told the stunned audience.

Jackson, who will conclude 
12 years at Park in 2007, is 
looking for a position with a 
smaller school which will al-
low him to focus on the edu-
cation of younger children.  

Board of Trustees Presi-
dent Mark Lerner read a state-

ment praising Jackson’s ten-
ure, and also asserted that 
the decision was the Head’s 
alone.  “The Board did not want  
him to leave,” said Lerner.

In a letter sent to parents, Le-
rner wrote, “I am genuinely sorry 
about your departure but grate-
ful that you leave us in such ex-
traordinary condition.”  Lerner 
went on to note some of the ac-
complishments of the “Jackson 
era”, including new facilities, an 
“enhanced curriculum and reten-
tion of an unequaled faculty.”  

Fifth grade teacher Linda 
Halpert, now in her nineteenth 
year at Park, commented that 
“we were lucky to have Dr. Jack-
son here for 12 years.  I feel that 
he’s always been courageous 
in the decisions he’s made, 
and it’s another example of his 
courage to step out of a secure 
position and follow his heart.”

“I’m thrilled for him in terms 

Jackson announces decision to leave
Head of School plans to end tenure in 2007

of timing,” said Upper School 
Principal Mike McGill. “It’s 
true that the school is in great 
shape.  I’ve seen him strug-
gle with the magnitude of the 
head’s job here, and that he 
spent less time with students 
and more on business. I think he 
misses the classroom and stu-
dents—those parts of the job.”  

Jackson came to Park af-
ter a career in education which 
ranged from elementary and 
middle school teacher, to school 
principal, assistant superin-
tendent and then superinten-
dent.  From his post as super-
intendent of Shoreham-Wading 
River Central Schools in Long 
Island, NY, he became Head 
of School in 1995, replacing 
F. Parvin Sharpless who had 
held the position since 1976.

The Board of Trustees has 
started the process to identify 
and hire a new Head of School.   

A former Park student will 
grant the wishes of two current 
students by sending them abroad 
for the summer.   Patricia Wes-
theimer, a Park graduate and 
former Upper School English 
teacher, has established the Wes-
theimer Prize, which will award 
grants of up to $5,000 each to 
two Upper School students.

The awards will fi nance work 
or study outside of the United 
States as  “an opportunity to 
learn more about another cul-
ture and country,” according to 
Traci Wright, Dean of Students. 

Westheimer, a 1961 Park 
graduate, attended Goucher 
College and then returned as an 
English teacher here for three 
years before moving to Califor-
nia.  Now living in Lisbon, she 
writes for The Portugal News, 

the country’s leading English 
language newspaper. She also 
tutors high school students for 
the SAT and TOEFL, the Test 
of English as a Foreign Lan-
guage.  Westheimer’s expe-
riences teaching and writing 
internationally convinced her 
that learning in other countries 
is crucial for a well-rounded 
education, a conviction that led 
her to offer this award at Park.

The Westheimer Prize is open 
to all sophomores and juniors 
to encourage those who would 
otherwise be unable to study 
or work abroad this summer.

Applications, due to Princi-
pal Mike McGill or Wright by 
January 8, must include detailed 
information about applicants’ 
planned trips, what they plan to 
do or learn, why they should be 
awarded the prize, and how they 
plan to spend the award of up to 

$5000.  After completing the 
application, all candidates and 
their parents or guardians must 
fi ll out an affi davit of fi nancial 
need, verifying that without 
the benefi t of the Westheimer 
Prize, it would be impossible 
for them to fi nance such a trip.

After all forms have been 
handed in, a review committee 
comprised of McGill, Wright, 
and Roger Seidenman, Associa-
tion Director of Development, 
will consider the candidates 
in consultation with faculty,  
and then choose a number of 
applications for fi nal selec-
tion by lottery.  The drawing 
will take place January 29. 

According to Seidenman, if 
the prize winners do not need 
the full grant of $5000 for 
their summer activities, extra 
money will go back into the 
fund for the following year.  

Students who are think-
ing about applying will have a 
chance to learn about the new 
program at a meeting planned 
to be held prior to the Janu-

ary 8 deadline.  “I hope that 
many students will seize this 
opportunity and will apply 
for the prize,” said Wright.  

Alumna funds new prize for summer travel;
Sophomores, juniors vie for $5000 grants

Robin Fidler, a former Park 
School parent who replaces 
Kathy Clark as Upper School 
administrative assistant,  reports 
to work Monday, November 6.

Clark moved to Austin, 
Texas to be with her family.  

Fidler, mother of John ’97, a 
former editor-in-chief of Post-
script, is currently Educational 
Programs Coordinator for the 
Maryland Historical Society.  
While a Park parent, Fidler vol-

Fidler takes position
as McGill’s assistant

unteered in the library and also 
helped sew costumes for Upper 
School theater productions of A 
Chorus Line, Into the Woods, 
and The Merchant of Venice.  
She earned a B.A. in English 
from Cornell University and 
at one time was the editor of 
Racing Digest, a weekly news-
paper for thoroughbred horse 
trainers published by her father.

“I’m looking forward to 
being part of the Park fam-
ily again,” said Fidler.
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To be clear, let me begin by say-
ing that I am not writing to dispute the 
merits of the websites discussed in the 
recent Wednesday assembly. I am writ-
ing because of the manner in which these 
topics were discussed. I personally felt 
belittled and attacked by the description 
of the typical whorish, drunken, and un-
intelligent teenager. To be generalized in 
such a way by a member of the faculty 
and then given no opportunity to rebut 
went against every belief I hold about 
student-teacher relationships at Park. 

The system of trust seems to be whit-
tling away; we are too drunk to dance 
without breathalyzers, and too stupid to 

If you were angry at the assembly speech about the evils of Facebook, and are 
telling yourself that your anger is based solely on moral principles, you need to stop 
lying to yourself and everybody else. Sure, you might have an argument with the 
way the speaker brought the issue up and addressed the student body,  but using an-
ger at the speaker to cloud the fact the you are hiding something isn’t fooling anyone.

Your presence at school isn’t expected to represent your whole self, and wanting 
some information to be reserved for your friends is understandable. That being said, 
the Internet is hardly the place.  What’s private about it? Do you really believe that 
you can reserve a space on the Web for your outside-of-school selves? Furthermore, 
how many of you who were outraged by the diatribe against MySpace are hiding 
unlawful activities? Try to imagine how ridiculous you would sound complaining 
that an authority was trying to stop illegal activity in a public space.  Have what-
ever opinion you want about drinking or smoking, but you know they are illegal. 

It’s sad that those with legitimate complaints about the tenor of the assembly 
are being used by their peers. People with real arguments don’t want to help 
you act illegally. Take responsibility for your actions. Stop lying to yourself 
and others claiming an invasion of a privacy that doesn’t exist in the fi rst place. 

To the Editors:

Facebook assembly irks senior 

During assembly October 7, the se-
nior class of 2007 stood on stage and 
made an announcement. Billy Cooper 
started by saying, “We aren’t going to 
drink, and we don’t think you should 
either.” He also invited other seniors to 
testify to our purpose. Upper School vice 
president Jesse Naiman spoke and Ian 
Long, one of the senior senators, added 
more. Trey Boone made a good point 
about how there should not be a prob-
lem with students drinking and coming 
to school for a dance because it is still 
illegal for every student at our school. 

While some underclassmen found the 
announcement stupid and unorganized, 
Cooper found it necessary. At the faculty 
meeting the previous week, the student 
council (plus Cooper) showed up to talk 
with the faculty about the behavior at 
dances. Cooper said the teachers were 
most worried because every student had 
said that things would change at dances, 
but nobody showed proof. Cooper took 
it into his own hands to show the faculty 
things were going to be different at this 
dance, and he looked to his fellow seniors 
for support. Although only about 20 
seniors had actually told him they were 
going to join him on stage, when he called 
on our class we were all ready to support. 

Other than the negative response 

from members of the freshman class, 
the assembly was received positively. 
Our class advisers, Lou Rosenblatt and 
Patti Porcarelli, were pleased with the 
class. They had had no idea about the 
assembly; Billy had not informed them 
when he had the idea, nor had he told 
them it was going to be carried out. They 
seemed pleased and proud that their 
2007 class had taken the responsibility 
of making a statement about not drink-
ing. Lou Rosenblatt said, “It was a nice 
example of not being sheep.” His char-
acteristic response hints that he is happy 
that the seniors acted independently. 

When I asked John Roemer what he 
thought about the assembly, he ushered 
me to his desk where he took out the 
copy of the Park School philosophy and 
began reading: “First, that human beings 
are capable and desirous of rational self-
discipline and of acting towards others 
with respect, kindness, concern, and 
moral conviction…” He stated that what 
the seniors did at assembly was a good 
example of the Park philosophy, and that 
he had “rarely seen such an open display 
of responsibility.”  While people called 
last year’s the “good class,” he felt it was 
forced; they had to struggle to get that 
reputation. For the class of 2007, kindness 
and responsibility came automatically. In 
the end he said we were a “sweet” class, 
“like a bunch of golden retrievers.” 

exist in a public forum without adult su-
pervision. Since when are Park students 
so easily characterized as part of the low-
est common denominator? Since when do 
Park teachers look at their students as an-
other face in the gyrating, slovenly crowd? 

Faculty, your respect means a great 
deal to us. Yes we make mistakes, but 
we are intelligent and thoughtful young 
adults capable, and willing, of rising 
above the lowest common denominator. 
It would be nice to be spoken to as such.

--Alice Barry ‘07

Senior class takes control
by Rachel Berkowitz ‘07

For almost 12 years Dr. David Jackson has stood at the helm of the 
school. In Lower School he acts out Aesop’s fables, performing and teach-
ing through simple story telling. In Middle School he teaches life skills, 
preparing students for social challenges they will encounter. In Upper School 
he attends sporting events and plays. He is tireless in his efforts to encourage 
and support students who have engaged in misconduct, trying to help them 
and their families change behavior rather than resorting to harsh punishments

At the same time he is acting as CEO, working with the Board of Trust-
ees and overseeing every aspect of the school. Park has physically changed 
in many ways since Dr. Jackson arrived in 1995.  He was a force behind 
new buildings with classrooms and athletic courts, renovated spaces, and 
the addition of athletic fi elds on two campuses.  We have become a much 
more diverse community among students, faculty and administration. 

From finances, new construction, to new hires and student admission, 
Dr. Jackson has played an integral part in shaping our community over the 
last decade, but he is first and foremost an educator.  We wish him luck 
in future educational endeavors and thank him for all of his hard work. 

Thanks Dr. J.

Hiding in plain sight
By Don Wright, The Palm Beach Post/MCT
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Among the diverse clubs that 
meet during X-Blocks, there 
is one group that has been just 
as busy as the bees they work 
with. The Park Beekeeping 
Club, established in 2005 by 
Upper School science teacher 
Jeff Jennings, has been working 
tirelessly to maintain and collect 
honey from two hives located 
on the hill behind the Lower 
School. “Typically, we go out to 
the hives at least once or twice 
a week to visit, and check up 
on them,” explained Jennings. 
“The bees are like family.” 

But keeping a family of 
60,000 bees happy is no easy 
task. Hives must be monitored 
constantly for defective comb, 
mites, and diseases. The bees 
also must feed on sugar-water 
to boost honey production. “We 
also need to keep an eye on the 
population to make sure they 
haven’t swarmed,” explained 
club member David Roswell 
’09. “This can occur if another 
queen is raised in the hive, then 
leaves the hive with a large 
group of bees to start her own 

When people throw paper 
into those blue recycling boxes 
all over school, where does it 
all go?  Does it actually get 
recycled, or is it thrown into the 
garbage with all the other refuse?

Over the past few weeks, 
rumors have circulated that the 
school does not recycle paper 
thrown into the blue boxes.  
Many people have said that the 
paper is tossed into the same 
dumpster as everything else.  As 
it turns out, the rumor is false.  

“We have the blue bins 
throughout the school to put 
paper recycling in,” said Bud 
Dahlen, director of physical 
facilities.  While Park recycles 
paper and cardboard, Dahlen 
notes that it’s a system that 
works only if the people at 

colony.” In fact, swarming is not 
unknown to the Park hives. Last 
summer, the club lost nearly half 
its bees to a massive swarm. 

“It is extremely impor-
tant that the bees are left 
with enough honey to get 
through the winter—around 
60 pounds” said Jennings. 

Excess honey is fair game 
for collection, and the club has 
collected about 21 pounds so far. 
“Honey, besides being delicious 
plain, can be used in many differ-
ent ways,” said Jordan Schwartz 
’09, a member of the club. Some 
of these favorites include Honey 
Herb Salad Dressing, Grilled 
Honey Garlic Pork Chops, and 
Linguini with Honey Prawns. 

But the club isn’t stopping at 
honey. “In the future, we hope 
to come out with several other 
products to sell, such as mead, 
candles, honey nut cheerios, and 
hair grease,” explained Jennings. 

For now, the club plans to 
keep it simple, and will be 
selling its fresh honey in six 
and eight ounce bottles start-
ing November 8. “The taste 
of honey is determined almost 
entirely by the plants and trees 

surrounding the hive from which 
the bees feed,” said Jennings. 
“What makes our honey spe-
cial is that it is made from the 
nectar of trees all around our 
own campus. So it’s like our 
own brew.” The price tag on the 
genuine Park honey is expected 
to be around three to four dol-
lars per bottle. The profi ts from 
the sales will help fund the 
hives, but most will go to benefi t 
Habitat for Humanity at Park. 

With only a few of its mem-
bers having been stung the club 
has been fairly lucky. “One 
time my left hand swelled up so 
much that to look at my hand 
you would think it weighed 
300 pounds,” said Jennings, 
“but that went away in a few 
days, no worries.” To prevent 
stings, club members often 
wear protective suits and masks. 

“I would call our beekeeping 
project a success so far,” said 
Jennings. “I think we need to 
improve our organization a bit 
and be a bit more systematic 
about our bee husbandry. But 
I am very happy being able 
to provide students with the 
opportunity to be ranchers.”

Students outfi tted in protective attire, begin to explore the hives. B. Guo ’08, D. Roswell ’09, 
M. Zwaig ’08 and D. Demmitt ’08 remove bees from top bar hive.

photo courtesty Beekeeping

by Scotty Shuldiner ’09

The secret life of beekeepers 

by Jeremy Golden ‘08

With local and state elections around the corner, the Algebra 
Project, a student run organization that has taken on the issue of 
funding for Baltimore City schools, is on the march.  On Saturday, 
October 14, The Project, with which a handful of Park students 
are involved, marched from the Greenmount Cemetery to the 
Seventh Baptist Church on North Avenue.  About 100 students 
marched, though buses containing another 300 were blocked 
from getting to the march by the ongoing Baltimore Marathon.

The march was part of “Freedom Fall,” the Project’s lat-
est initiative.  The title is a Baltimore spin on the Civil Rights 
Movement’s Freedom Summer, which took place in Missis-
sippi in the Summer of 1964.  Upon arrival at the Church, city 
school students gave personal testimonies as to the conditions 
of their schools, and Ed Boyd, the Green Party candidate in the 
upcoming Maryland Gubernatorial election spoke..  In addi-
tion, a “Freedom” Board of Maryland Education was formed, to 
which Calla Jameson ’07 was elected.  The Board passed a mock 
bill concerning city school funding with the hopes of eventually 
bringing it to the attention of Maryland Governor Robert Erhlich.      

Ever since a student was 
found to be intoxicated at Spring 
Homecoming, the future of 
non-prom dances at Park has 
been in jeopardy. In response 
to the situation, much of the 
senior class took to the stage 
of the Meyerhoff Theater at the 
October 4 Upper School As-
sembly in a united commitment 
to not drink before the following 
Saturday’s homecoming dance. 

 A few students spoke, and 
the rest of the group stood in 
the background in silent con-
firmation.  Members of the 
faculty later remarked that it 
was a spectacle unlike anything 
they had ever seen at Park.

The gesture had its desired 
effect, as there were no instances 
of drunkenness, suspected or 
blatant, at the dance.  “There 
was no sense among faculty that 
anyone had anything to drink 

by Anders Hulleberg ‘07

Seniors commit to sobriety

by Anders Hulleberg ‘07

Algebra Project marches on

school use it.  “So many times 
people will roll their paper up 
and throw it into a trash can, 
and we don’t go into trash cans 
to pull out paper.”  He said 
that paper thrown into regular 
trashcans goes into the same 
dumpster as all of the other trash 
that builds up over the week.

All trash and recyclable paper 
end up in fi ve dumpsters near 
the cafeteria annex.  The fi rst 
three are for trash, hauled each 
week by Cockey’s Enterprises. A 
different company, Waste Man-
agement Co., takes paper and 
cardboard three times a week.  

According to Dahlen, the 
school gets no cash from recy-
cling paper, but some companies 
have offered to make deals for 
glass and metal.  “We’ve thought 
about that in the past, but that 
would have to be endorsed by 

or was obviously inebriated or 
wreaked of alcohol ,” said Upper 
School Principal Mike McGill.

The seniors’ assembly dem-
onstration was not the only 
factor that contributed to wide-
spread sobriety at the dance.  A 
breathalyzer was on site to be 
used as an objective means of 
determining whether a student 
was drunk only after a chaper-
one had expressed suspicion of 
a student’s sobriety.  “It may be 
that the existence of the [breath-
alyzer] had an impact on some 
kids who would have otherwise 
fl irted with danger,” said McGill.

Though the breathalyz-
er proved an effective means 
towards a sober end, neither 
sobriety among nor how it 
was achieved were the pri-
mary  conce rns  o f  some .  

“As I said to the Student 
Council, I think it was less 
what resolution they cooked 
up, whether it was a pledge or 
the [breathalyzer], than it was 
quality of the conversation, the 
persistence of the conversa-
tion, and the breadth of the 
conversation” by the student 
body surrounding the issue.  “I 
think those were the key to a 
successful dance,” said McGill.

While the future of dances at 
Park may be secure for the time 
being, “the diffi culty for dances 
long term is that it’s hard to 
maintain the quality of conver-
sation around this issue—it just 
gets old,” noted the principal.  
“You need some kind of crisis 
to make the conversation real.  
I think the threat of the loss of 
dances created a crisis for the 
student body such that it was 
involved in the conversation.” 

Vigilance among seniors 
continued at the dance itself, 
though more lightheartedly.  A 
group of senior girls attended 
the dance dressed as police of-
ficers, declaring themselves 
the “senior sobriety check.”      

the school and really practiced.”  
In the meantime, Dahlen 

said that it would not be fair to 
dedicate a staff person to sift 

through the garbage and dig up 
all of the cans and bottles thrown 
out by students and faculty. 

     

Cardboard-only bins show that the school does recycle, 
despite recent rumors.

photo by J. Webber ‘07

Paper recycling depends on everyone 
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In a world where students don’t get enough 
sleep, and homework is piled on, students turn to 
other mediums besides their own brain power to 
support them. Adderall and Ritalin, medications 
prescribed for attention defi cit and hyperactivity 
disorders (ADD and ADHD) are quickly be-
coming staple drugs in many colleges and high 
schools nationwide, and Park is no exception. 

A Park student who wishes to remain anony-
mous, casually said, “I’ve used it before the 
SATs and [another student] keeps bugging me 
to get him some because he partied all weekend 
and didn’t do any work.” A study done annu-
ally by University of Michigan showed that 
4% of twelfth graders have abused Ritalin. But 
in high stress environments, like Park, and in 
communities where mental health disorders are 
highly medicated, this number is only higher. 

According to IMS Health, “Amphetamine 
prescriptions, primarily Adderall, have in-
creased dramatically from 1.3 million in 
1996 to nearly 6 million in 1999,” making 
these drugs even easier to obtain. There are 
many prescribed patients who would easily 
exchange their medication for a few bucks. 

There are minor health risks associated 
with the illegal consumption of these drugs, 
but the Drug Enforcement Agency’s “Drugs of 
Concern” Bulletin lists Ritalin alongside co-
caine, LSD and ecstasy. But beyond the health 
conditions associated with the consumption 
of Ritalin and Adderall, these stimulants offer 
students an unfair advantage, much like steroids 

How safe are we? An out-
break of school shootings, starting 
in late September, makes me 
wonder: “What’s to stop vio-
lence from happening here?” 

The short answer: not much. 
Sure, the school has cameras and 
dedicated people on the look-
out for danger, but these would 
not really be enough to stop 
some crazy person from walk-
ing into the school and shooting.

   
Recent Shootings

First, the facts: At least four 
school shootings have occurred 
since Sept 28. The first was in 
Bailey, Colo., when a petty crimi-
nal walked into a school, captured 
six female students, sexually as-
saulting some of them, killed 
one hostage, and then himself. 

The second shooting occurred 
only two days later when a ninth 
grader in Wisconsin stole a shot-
gun from his parents and shot his 
principal. The third act of violence 
was arguably the most horrific. 
Only two days after the shooting in 
Wisconsin, a man stormed into an 
Amish schoolhouse in Lancaster, 
Pa., and bound little girls with a 
hose. He proceeded to shoot them, 
killing fi ve, and then shot himself. 

The most recent shooting oc-
curred in Baltimore, at Frederick 
Douglass High School. During 
halftime at a football game, a yet-
to-be-identifi ed man fi red six shots 
at a group of students in a parking 
lot. One person was injured. 
 
Reaction

U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion Margaret Spellings and 
Attorney General Alberto Gon-
zales have recently lead panel 
discussions on school violence 
across the country, the latest 
meeting of which took place in 
Bethesda with President Bush in 
attendance. What was their answer 
to the problem of school shootings?

If school officials put a stop 
to bullying and talk with parents, 
then campuses will become much 
safer. That’s a great answer, ex-
cept that two of the past three 
fatal shootings, those in Penn-
sylvania and Colorado, were the 
work of an adult from outside of 
the school and not a campus bully. 

Parents are worried that their 
kids will become the next victims in 
this rash of violence; students fear 
for their own safety; and schools 
are afraid of letting them both 
down. So what can we really do? 

Better gun control
My answer to ending school 

violence is gun control through bet-
ter legislation. Guns should not be 
available to just anybody, especial-
ly those with criminal records. It 
should be impossible for people like 
this to obtain any kind of fi rearm. 

To solve this problem, the law 
needs to be tougher on gun dealers. 
A thorough inquiry should be made 
into a person’s background before 
he or she is allowed a weapon.

Another  p roblem i s  tha t 
the kid in Wisconsin was able 
to acquire to a gun. How could 
people be so careless that one 
was accessible to a ninth grader? 

New legislation (either state 
or national) needs to be passed 
to address these issues. If new 
restrictions are placed on parents 
and gun dealers (concerning the 
availability of guns to minors), 
schools will become safer.  With 
fewer guns in the wrong hands, 
there will be fewer shootings.

How safe are we?

Park is already pretty safe. In an 
e-mail to parents, Head of School 
David Jackson outlined the four 
main precautions that Park takes: 
nine remote video cameras moni-
toring the roads, parking lots, and 
entrances; a two-way radio system 
that is used by more than 60 staff 
members; a schoolwide emergency 
public address system and outdoor 
sirens; and off-duty Baltimore 
County police offi cers who patrol 
the campus starting at 4:00 p.m.

Also, Jim Howard  director of 
academic support services and 
security and safety has been spe-
cifi cally responsible for overseeing 
the security of Park School. As 
part of this responsibility, Jack-
son says that, “for the past six 
months, Jim has been working 
with crime prevention special-
ists on a comprehensive security 
assessment, which will result in 
additional [safety] procedures.”

So, how safe are we? Safer 
than most other schools. Park is 
fortunate enough to have Jackson’s 
extensive list of safety measures. 
Yet, we still are not completely se-
cure. If someone were to rush into 
school holding a gun, there would 
not be much that we could do.

Alternative Solutions 

Two ideas have recently been 
proposed to prevent this scenario.  
The fi rst was suggested by a forum 
of teachers in Salt Lake City. They 
proposed that teachers be trained 
to carry guns in and out of class, 
as a means of discouraging pos-
sibly violent students or visitors. 

This idea is highly controver-
sial because it could potentially 
alter the role of the teacher.  But 

a better way of putting a stop to shootings in 
schools is to prevent the wrong people from 
getting their hands on a gun in the fi rst place.  

We need to make it harder for these peo-
ple buy guns.  If less of these people had 
guns, then  communites, schools, and re-

in professional baseball. Students have been 
rumored to be using these drugs before the SATs 
and in preparation for pulling “all nighters”. 

Mike McGill, Upper School Principal, com-
mented that if illegal use of these drugs came to 
the administration’s attention via a concerned 
student, it would be handled as a health issue. 
However, if it came to their attention as a dis-
ciplinary matter he said, “Unauthorized use of 
controlled substances is illegal,” and thus would 
be handled much in the manner of marijuana, as a 
violation of the school’s alcohol and drug policy.

I f  i l l ega l  use  o f  these  eas i ly  ac -
cessible drugs is on the rise, students are 
gaining unfair advantages over others. This 
is a serious issue as it is both illegal and 
a major breech of trust in our community. 

‘Got any Ritalin?’

by Everett Rosenfeld ‘09

al ly  a l l  p laces ,  would become safer. 
So write to your representatives (some of 

whom will be newly elected after the next 
week), and tell them there are two words that 
can drastically reduce violence:Gun control.

 

Gunning for trouble at school

Security cameras placed in numerous locations around campus show  images on moni-
tors in the front offi ce and Jim Howard’s offi ce. 

by Jennifer Webber ’07

Photo by C. Young ’07
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Cries of “Blammo!” are 
now commonplace in Park’s 
Upper School hallways. Red 
spoons dominate the corridors 
as stalkers attempt to catch 
their prey without these pro-
tective plastic utensils. The 
introduction of Blammo to Park 
by Peter Treadway ’08 was 
an instant success. The first 
round gathered 66 players, while 
208 students and faculty par-
ticipated in the second round. 

Blammo, created by Tread-
way,  is a game in which all 
participants are given a spoon 
and a different person in the 
game to stalk. A stalker must then 
attempt to fi nd his prey without 
the spoon in hand or mouth, tap 
them him and say “Blammo”. 
Once you are Blammo’d, you’re 
out of the game and your stalker 
must then stalk the person you 
were stalking. The last person in 
the game with her spoon wins. 

Treadway was apprehensive 
at fi rst about how it would be 
received, especially by fac-
ulty members. Yet to his relief 
and enjoyment it was met with 
amusement and seriousness. 
In fact, 18 faculty members, 
including Tim Howell, Rina 
Foygel, and Tina Forbush, 
chose to participate in the sec-
ond round of the activity; all 

survived well into the game. 
While this game has filled 

the hallways with abandoned 
and broken red spoons, it has 
also done great things for our 
community. It has united us, 
something that many members 
of the Upper School, teachers 
and students alike have often at-
tempted and usually failed. What 
is it about Blammo that can fuse 
our community? Projects such as 
Operation 66, created by former 
student body President Kyle 
Tarver ’06 to help make new 
friendships and increase school 

The PSATs have come and 
gone and here’s what I didn’t do: 
study. Not because I didn’t need 
to – I could have used plenty of 
practice on those math problems, 
believe me – but because my score 
makes absolutely no difference. 

As for the actual SATs – I’m not 
even taking them. That’s no way 
to spend six hours of my life, and 
it’s definitely not worth memo-
rizing all those words lists. See, 
I’ve found the ultimate solution to all thus insane college-prep pres-
sure. As soon as I graduate from Park, I’m joining the marines. 

Just picture it: in addition to those painful tests I’ll be skipping, 
I’ll miss out on all the tears and woe of applying to college, save my 
parents hundreds of thousands of dollars in tuition payments, and be 
guaranteed a steady income for the rest of my life. Considering all the 
benefi ts of this plan (including, but not limited to, the sappy college es-
say I won’t have to write), it’s surprising how much resistance to it I’ve 
encountered. Reactions have ranged from staring disbelief to scowling 
disapproval. Frankly, I fi nd this diffi cult to comprehend. The marines 
offer a satisfying career along with the promise of prestige and the op-
portunity to serve my country in the most important way imaginable. 
How can this possibly compare to hours of standardized tests fol-
lowed by years of directionless toil in an endless series of classrooms?

We all know the College Board, purveyor of the SAT and other such im-
plements of torture, represents an evil conspiracy against the impressionable 
minds of America’s high school students.  I urge my fellow students to join 
me in shaking off the chains of SAT bondage by making the choice to enlist.   

by Emma Draper-Reich ‘08

I’ll serve my country,
not the College Board

unity, failed. Perhaps the suc-
cess of Blammo, and possibly 
the failure of Operation 66, were 
the direct result of clarity. Op-
eration 66 was ill conceived and 
ambiguous at best. Blammo has 
a certain charm that Operation 
66 lacked. It has not been forced 
upon us, and gives us the option 
of participation. However, those 
who do participate are given a 
rare opportunity for cross-grade 
bonding. As Treadway said, “I 
don’t think that there is a better 
way to get to know people than to 
stalk them, walk up to them with 

a plastic spoon, tap them and 
say “Blammo”. While it might 
seem ridiculous that following 
someone stealthily and sneak-
ing up on them creates bonding, 
Blammo has in fact brought us 
closer. Participants often need to 
learn who people are in order to 
Blammo their prey and because 
of this our tight-knit commu-
nity becomes even tighter. 

Blammo does have another 
side to it: quarrels and frustra-
tion as well as questioning and 
changing of the rules. Anna 
Gensler ’08 and Danny Shiff ’07 

were the last two left in the fi rst 
round, but the fi nal “Blammo” 
was questionable. Shiff left a 
note in Gensler’s mailbox say-
ing that there was a new rule, 
you must have a fork and a 
spoon with you at all times and 
he signed it as Peter Treadway. 
Thus, the next time Gensler saw 
Shiff in the halls without a fork 
she attempted to Blammo him. 
This however, went against the 
previously stated rule that if 
you try to Blammo someone 
and they have their spoon you 
are out. Because the fork rule 
was not an actual rule created 
by Treadway, Gensler was pro-
nounced out. What Shiff did 
was tricky, however, it did not 
offi cially go against any rules, 
and the cunning required to 
attempt this should surely be 
admired. The call that Shiff was 
the winner was disputed and 
the game was pronounced a tie. 

Despite these acts of trickery 
and deceit, Blammo is all in 
good fun and these silly quar-
rels are worth the risk for the 
amount of recognition that is 
going on across grades and 
social groups. Even if it is only 
knowing people’s names, it is a 
start. Park has always prided it-
self on trying to have a close and 
supportive community where all 
feel welcome, perhaps all that 
was needed to achieve this was 
a little game called Blammo. 

by Becca Althauser ’09

Wednesday October 24 seemed as normal as 
any other day when the student body fi led into 
the theatre for assembly. But juniors, sopho-
mores, freshman, and teachers, were in for a 
real treat. Billy Cooper was leading the senior 
class on stage. They gave the audience a short 
preview as to what was not the appropriate 
behavior at a school dance. Although we found 
the skit amusing it was addressing a real concern 
that has been present in the Park School. Over 
the last several months, the school has been ar-
guing over the topic of school dances. Not only 
have alcohol and other substances been part of  a 
controversial topic, but there has been much dis-
cussion aroused about the feeling of the dance 
and the way the students socially “engage.”

One of the problems is that some teachers 
are quite disturbed at the way students dance, 
and students are aware of the discomfort, but 
believe it is just a “generational gap”. “The 
teachers just don’t understand what is fun for 
them isn’t necessarily fun for us,” states an 
anonymous student. What concerns the teach-
ers is that this type of dancing is perhaps, let 
us say, risqué, and may even cross the line as 
socially unacceptable, which would cause a 
lack of comfort and security for both students 
and teachers. Some teachers are concerned that 
students feel pressured into dancing this cer-
tain way. I personally feel high school dances 

are going to be high school dances, no matter 
who is there and where they are held. Many 
kids in high school are simply uninterested 
in waltzing, or doing the bunny hop or tango. 

The fact that students definitely feel un-
comfortable with teachers peering over their 
shoulders and walking through the crowd with 
flashlights cannot be disregarded. It is the 
teachers’ actions in response to the students’ 
behavior, which causes awkwardness among 
the students. The way students dance could 
also be viewed by some as exclusive and only 
fun for a certain group, which is also a com-
mon concern. Many people agree that dances 
should be a community event where everyone in 
the school can have fun and enjoy themselves.  

Discomfort amongst the teachers is com-
pletely justifi ed. It probably is uncomfortable 
to see their students engaging in what is such 
“odd” behavior, which Billy kindly demon-
strated. It is also very awkward for a teacher 
to have to tell their pupils that they are acting 
inappropriately and then see them the next 
day at school and pretend that nothing went 
wrong. The students understand and would 
also not want to be in the same position. But is 
this going to stop teenagers from being them-
selves?…Obviously NOT. Sorry but there is 
probably not going to be a change in the way 
people dance or the way they act, the teachers 
will have to adjust. I guess it is just a fact that 
we are all going to have to learn and accept.

by Sara Lever ‘09

M. Macks ’08 (right) blammos T. DeMarco ’08 in the atrium as M. Hess ’08 watches.    

United we Blammo: Community Building 101

Is it dirty dancing?

photo by A. Patel ’08

Some teachers, students feel uncomfortable on the dance fl oor  
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O’Malley At A Glance
• Security—more direct funding of emergency response groups
• Safety—crack-down on parolees and neighborhood crime
• Increase number of affordable homes
• Strengthen Senior Support Systems
• Improve the Maryland Public School System
• Ιncrease representation and support of farmers 
• Create New and Higher-Paying Jobs
• Improve Traffi c Flow
• Improve Health Care
• Ιmprove the Environment
• Protect Marylanders from Rising Energy Costs

Park Seniors' Familiarity With Senate
Candidates' Campaign Platforms

None, 32%

Zeese, 8%

Steele, 34%

Cardin, 53%

How much do students kno
Rulers of 17th century France fi

the candidates who

Liz Gauvey-Kern ’07 has 
been helping out with Ben Car-
din’s campaign on Saturdays 
for almost a year now. “It has 
been really great. It’s not what 
you would expect,” she says.  “I 
learned about politics, and the 
embarrassing stories of a couple 
of high profi le politicians.”  She 

One Student works po
by Elizabeth
  Cunningham ’07

There’s no way to avoid 
the upcoming elec-

tions, no matter where you 
live.  Whether you’re sitting 
at home and watching TV or 
driving around, there are ads 
everywhere - signs in people’s 
yards and candidates out wav-
ing and talking to citizens. 

 This Governor’s race is the 
most relevant because it puts 
the Mayor of Baltimore, Martin 
O’Malley, against the current 
Governor, Bob Ehrlich.  If you 
have seen any of the ads, then 
you have seen that Baltimore 
is a focal point in this election.  

We are at the forefront of 
both candidates’ campaigns with 
Ehrlich discussing O’Malley’s 
“failures” in the City and 

O’Malley trying to outshine Eh-
rlich with his “successes” in the 
City.  

Ehrlich
Ehrlich has focused on 

O’Mal ley’s  “fa i lures”  in 
the Baltimore Schools and 
crime control, but he hasn’t 
put out ads that demonstrate 
his own vision for how the 
state can help Baltimore.  

When searching on Ehrlich’s 
website,www.BobEhrlich.com, 
to find his main campaign 
points, there was nothing out-
lining his plans for the future 
--just a list of the different 
things he has done for each 
county in his current term as 
Governor.  He has done quite 
a bit for Baltimore County: in-
creasing county public school 

funding by $497 million, a 
50% increase; preserving 4,000 
acres of land; providing 80,000 
Baltimore County residents 
with healthcare; decreasing 
the violent crime rate by 15% 
and creating 20,200 new jobs.  

With Kristen Cox as his run-
ning mate, Ehrlich has been 
highlighting his achievements 
with stem cell research and de-
velopment of the Department of 
Disabilities in order to show what 
a versatile candidate he truly is. 

 Ehrlich wants to be viewed 
as a man of the people and has 
recently gained support from the 
Maryland Farm Bureau, which 
not only helps him with his im-
age but with the actual election.  
The Maryland Farm Bureau 
represents more than 27,000 
families from 23 counties.

O’Malley
O’Malley is also seen as a 

man of the people by work-
ing hands-on in communities 
to rebuild neighborhoods and 
houses.  O’Malley states his 
vision for the future on his 
website, www.MartinOMalley.
com, along with a list of his 
accomplishments as Mayor. 
O’Malley and his running mate, 
Anthony Brown, have set out a 
strong plan for the future that 
encompasses strategies to make 
the government successful for 
the people by listening to the 
public and accomplishing the 
goals set before the govern-
ment.  They want to make 
education cost-efficient and 
successful with renovations of 
schools, affordable healthcare 

for small businesses, stronger 
public safety and homeland 
security in Maryland, and they 
want to do what they can for the 
people of Maryland to protect 
them from large businesses.  

T h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n 
O’Malley’s history as Mayor of 
Baltimore comes from his at-
tempts to make Baltimore safer, 
and what he hopes to do is bring 
his strategy to help Maryland.  
There has been a 40% reduc-
tion in violent crime within the 
city since O’Malley has been 
in office, and Baltimore has 
also had the second largest de-
cline in drug-related emergency 
room visits in the nation due 
to O’Malley’s creation of new 
substance abuse facilities and in-
crease in drug treatment funding.

Are you prepared to ‘participate in the 
public life of  a democratic society?*

Baltimore becomes focal point in race for Governor
by Mara James ’07

Democrat

Republican

Green

*from The Park School philosophy
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Candidates' Campaign Platforms

Park Seniors’ Familiarity with Gubernatorial 
Candiates’ Campaign Platforms
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O'Malley
Ehrlich Boyd Driscoll
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Park Seniors' Support for Governor Candidates

Ehrlich At A Glance
   Ehrlich has not declared a platform, but is running on the basis of his 
   accomplishments over the past four years:

• Record-high levels of funding to public schools
• Support of the Healthy Air Act and environmentally-friendly measures
• Transformation from $4 billion budget defi cit to $2 billion surplus
• Lower taxes
• Expanded funding for Medicaid
• Enactment of laws stiffening punishment of sex offenders
• Increased funding of the Transportation Trust Fund
• $28.5 million fund allocated for Stem Cell Research

Park Seniors' Support for Senate
Candidates

None, 39%

Zeese, 8%

Steele, 3%

Cardin, 50%

ow about modern politics? 
fi ll our heads, but do we know 
o will represent us? 

Democrats, Republicans point fi ngers;  
Will Democrats gain power mid-term?

Sexual innuendos, bribery, 
and violence are three 

main topics of conversation 
surrounding this year’s mid-
term elections. I am talking 
about former Republican Rep-
resentative Mark Foley’s page 
scandal, Jack Abramoff’s al-
leged bribery and influence 
over members of the Republi-
can Party, and the War in Iraq. 

Since 1994, the United States 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate have been dominated 
by Republicans.  Democrats 
have only managed to control 
the Senate for two years in that 
span, and have not come close to 
controlling the house. This year 
could bring the Democrats back 
into power because of Republi-
can scandals and the war in Iraq.

Congressional Scandal
Former Congressman Mark 

Foley resigned on Septem-
ber 29 when information was 
leaked to reporters about e-
mails and instant messages that 
he sent to congressional pages. 

Foley has since stated that 
he had, “never had sexual 
contact with a minor.” He has 
also checked into a rehabili-
tation clinic, and stated that: 
he is an alcoholic, was mo-
lested as a teenager, and is gay.

by Tony DeMarco ‘08 The reason this is hurting Re-
publicans so much is because the 
Speaker of the House, Dennis 
Hastert and his top aides report-
edly knew what Foley was doing 
for more than a year and did 
not stop him. This has caused 
a major Republican candidate 
to call for Hastert’s resigna-
tion, something Hastert was not 
planning on doing. Other Re-
publicans are banning Hastert 
from their campaigns to distance 
themselves from him and not 
have this issue affect their race.

Abramoff Scandal
The Abramoff scandal has  

made a big impact on the Re-
publican image. Attorney Jack 
Abramoff and others have been 
accused of overcharging their 
clients for lobby work, and 
bribing politicians. Former Re-
publican Representative Bob 
Ney of Ohio and two aides to 
former Republican Majority 

Leader Tom DeLay of Texas 
have already been implicated, 
along with others in the Repub-
lican Party being connected. 
This has been detrimental to 
Republicans all over the coun-
try. A New York Times/CBS 
News poll conducted in Ohio 
shows many voters think that 
Democrats are less likely to be 
corrupted, which is most likely 
related to the Abramoff scandal. 

Iraqi War
The most important issue 

this fall for many voters has 
nothing to do with scandal, 
but with the War in Iraq. In 
the same poll it shows that for 
27 percent of people in Ohio 
terrorism and the War in Iraq 
are the most important issues.

In a national Washington 
Post-ABC News poll, 63 per-
cent of voters did not think the 
War in Iraq was worth fi ghting. 
This poll also showed that 27 

Maf54: I want to see you
Teen: Like I said not til feb…
then we will go to dinner 
Maf54: and then what happens
Teen:  we eat...we drink...who 
knows...hang out...late into the 
night
Maf54: and
Teen:  I dunno 
Maf54: dunno what
Teen:  hmmm I have the feeling 
that you are fi shing here... 
im not sure what I would be 
comfortable with...well see.

percent of voters think terror-
ism and the War in Iraq are 
the most important issues for 
this up and coming election. 

The most telling result from 
this poll was that 54 percent 
of voters said they would vote 
Democratic in the election, and 
41 percent said that they would 
vote Republican. If this is the 
case, Republicans could be in 
real trouble come November.  

With momentum in their 
favor, Democrats will need to 
swing a total of six seats in the 
Senate, and 15 in the House to 
gain control of Congress for 
the first time since 1994. Re-
publican leaders have reported 
that they expect to lose any-
where from 7-30 House seats 
and a top campaign strategist 
for the GOP, Republican Rep-
resentative Thomas M. Davis of 
Virginia was quoted as saying, 
“If you are a Democrat, you 
have to like the atmosphere.”  

says that one of the most inter-
esting and valuable parts of the 
experience is getting to know the 
other volunteers.  “I learned a lot 
about what their jobs were really 
about. Many of them were in 
their mid-twenties and the others 
were nearing retirement age.”  
The cost of a job with such a 
strong sense of social responsi-
bility, she learned, was the lack 
of stability and good pay.  Even 
those who work full-time are 

olitical campaign
paid little and have insuffi cient 
job stability.  To work for a cam-
paign, you have to care about the 
issues enough to make some per-
sonal sacrifi ces.  “Yes they were 
ivy-league graduates, they were 
probably the goody-two-shoes of 
their classes, but in some ways, 
they are like poor musicians, liv-
ing job to job, trying to become 
rock stars,” Liz says, recogniz-
ing the passion in her coworkers.  

Park Seniors’ Support for Gubernatorial 
Candidates
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When producer Gabriel Pascal fi rst had the idea to 
adapt George Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion into a musi-
cal, the project was offered to the obvious choice at the 
time, Richard Rogers and Oscar Hammerstein II. The 
legendary duo had just opened their newest blockbuster, 
South Pacifi c, and tried, but ultimately decided that 
Pygmalion could not be transformed into a musical. 

Other big name composers, including Cole Porter 
and Noel Coward, were given a chance to attempt 
the feat but no one could create a successful product. 
Finally, the project was offered to the up-and-com-
ing team of Frederick Loewe and Alan Jay Lerner. 
The two had already produced two mildly successful 
shows: Brigadoon in 1947 and Paint Your Wagon in 
1951. This young duo fi nally wrote a show that ran on 
Broadway for 2717 performances, a show which critic 
William Hawkins called “a legendary evening:” My Fair 
Lady. Now Park School is performing the classic tale.

The original production opened March 15, 1956 
with Rex Harrison as linguistics professor Henry 
Higgins; Julie Andrews as his test subject Eliza Doo-
little; and Stanley Halloway as her father Alfred P. 
Doolittle. The 1964 Warner Bros. fi lm version starred 
Rex Harrison and Audrey Hepburn under the direc-
tion of George Cukor. There have been subsequent 

by Dan Schwait ‘08

Becky Fischer looks out onto 
a crowd of wide-eyed, God fear-
ing children and their parents 
and shouts, “Who here believes 
that God can do anything?” The 
hands in the room fl y up, a few 
cheers can be heard. One small 
child who sits aloof in his moth-
er’s lap promptly raises his hand.

Becky is a children’s pastor, 
a messenger directly from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and most 
importantly, the woman who 
began the summer camp Kids 
on Fire, the focus of Heidi Ew-
ing and Rachel Grady’s new 
documentary Jesus Camp .

The film opens with a pan 
down a Missouri main street, 
this is a true Anywhere, USA. 
There is a KFC, some bill-
boards - nothing shocking. We 
hear, over a radio, that Sandra 
Day O’ Connor has just re-
signed, and President Bush 
is on the trail to find a suit-
able replacement. 

And now, Becky: “This is a 
bad ol’ world. So why don’t we fi x 
it? Why don’t we FIX it?”  God 
can fi x it, these children can fi x 
it. All they have to do is believe.

Becky’s speech progresses 
with increasing energy. She’s ter-
rifying, pacing the room in front 
of small children, angrily scream-

Since biblical times, leprosy has plagued humankind, while those 
affl icted with the disease have suffered the stigma of being consid-
ered “unclean”.  In 19th century Hawaii, leprosy, known as the ma’i 
pake because it was believed to have come from Chinese immigrants 
(pake being the Hawaiian term for a Chinese person), was danger-
ously prevalent.  In 1886, believing that the leprosy situation was 
extremely dangerous, King Kamehameha V exiled anyone suffering 
from the disease to the island of Molaka’i.  The lepers settled on the 
Kalaupapa Peninsula in a place that came to be known as Kalawao. 
Later, many of the lepers moved to Kalaupapa on the other side of the 
peninsula.  This is where Alan Brennert’s novel Moloka’i takes place.  

Moloka’i is the story of a Hawaiian girl named Rachel Kalama 
who is struck down with leprosy in 1893 at the age of seven.  
Kalama must leave her family and former life behind when she 
is exiled fi rst to a hospital on Oahu and fi nally to Moloka’i it-
self.  In the middle of all this tragedy and horror, Kalama is 
able to make friends on the island, and even find happiness.  

At the Bishop Home for Girls, where all the girls in Molaka’i 
had to live, Kalama meets Sister Catherine, a young woman who 
becomes a lifelong friend.  When Kalama leaves Bishop Home to 

live among the other 
lepers in Kalaupapa, she 
continues to make new 
friends and to look at 
life with a glass half-full 
mentality, even as she is 
surrounded by tragedy.

Rachel’s story is one 
that pulls at the reader’s 
heartstrings.  The de-
scriptions of the children 
suffering from leprosy 
are heart wrenching.  As 
sad as the book is, it 
is still inspiring to fi nd 
that people affl icted with 
such a horrible disease 
were somehow able to 
fi nd happiness.  It was 
fascinating to see the 
dawn of the modern age 
through Rachel’s eyes.

revivals on both Broadway and London’s West End.
The action takes place in London 1912. Self-centered 

confi rmed bachelor Higgins makes a bet with his house 
guest and fellow language enthusiast Colonel Pickering 
that he can turn Doolittle, a common fl ower girl, into a 
duchess by teaching her how to speak proper English. 
The process of ridding her of her Cockney accent is 
tortuous but ultimately Eliza wins the bet for Higgins 
with a triumphant appearance at Buckingham Palace. 

The familiar score features: “Wouldn’t It Be Lov-
erly,” “On the Street Where You Live,” “I Could Have 
Danced All Night,” “Get Me to the Church on Time,” 
and “I’ve Grown Accustomed to Her Face,” among 
many other brilliant ballads and exuberant dance 
numbers. Featuring a dramatically reduced orchestra, 
Park’s production will also focus more on the relation-
ships between the characters rather than the glitz and 
glamour of the turn-of-the-century British millinery 
creations so important for the Ascot racing scene. 

The cast features Marie Langlois ‘07 as Eliza, Dan 
Schwait ‘08 as Henry Higgins, Mike Cohen ’08 as 
Col. Hugh Pickering, Mickey McCauley ‘07 as Alfred 
P. Doolittle, Molly O’Keefe ‘08  as Mrs. Pearce, Jake 
Irwin ‘08 as Freddy Einsford-Hill, Lisa Brown ‘09 
as Mrs. Higgins; and a glorious cast of fl ower sell-
ers, bar maids and peers of the British Empire. Adele 
Dinerstein is music director and Peter King directs.

Legendary ‘Lady’ opens Nov. 9

Tickets go on sale Monday, November 6.  My Fair 
Lady premiers November 9 at 7 p.m., with shows No-
vember 10 at 8 p.m. and November 11 at 2 and 8 pm. 

ing about the beauty of God. The 
children are told to stand up, 
and begin praising Jesus--fi rst 
in English and then in tongues. 

The scene becomes one of 
horror, as the children, as young 
as seven, contort their bodies 
about the room in the name of 
God and are moved to tears. 
The very sight of something that 
looks, to the untrained eye, so 
unnatural, brings a unique level 
of terror to the average theater-
goer. I begin to weep, and have 
trouble watching the screen. 

The fi lm most specifi cally doc-
uments three children: Tory, a 10 
year-old-girl who loves to dance 
to what she describes as “heavy 
metal Christian rock.”  

Nine-year-old Rachael who 
enjoys witnessing. She explains 
her dream job: A manicurist 
who can talk to her clients about 
Christ with “calm Christian 
music in the background.” 

The third is Levi, Rachael’s 
12-year-old brother who dabbles 
in ministry. Levi was saved 
when he was fi ve because he re-
ally wanted more out of life. The 
jungle gym was looking grim.

In what may be the most dis-
turbing section of Becky Fischer’s 
camp seminar, ceramic cups are 
presented before the children to 
represent the evils of the world. 

Only the bravest of the brave 

little Christians see themselves 
as fit to come up before the 
audience with a hammer, smash-
ing all of the ceramics as they 
chant, along with the almighty 
Becky, “This means war!”

A w a r  i n d e e d .  E v e r y 
war in history, actually, and 
Becky Fischer is building up 
quite the army. An army of 
God. An army of children. 

“Children are so useable.” 
Fischer states, and later recalls 
as she watches footage of the 
campers’ mouths being covered 
with red duct tape displaying 
the word “Life” in a large anti-
abortion protest. “They [they 
being the left wing] must see 
this and be shaking in their 
boots,” she says. “Animal rights 
people, eat your heart out.”

Jesus Camp, easily one of the 
most disturbing fi lms I have ever 
seen, ends much how it started. 
We are with Becky Fischer in her 
car, hearing her fi nal thoughts. 
She enters a carwash and, on the 
radio, a speech is made following 
the offi cial appointment of Su-
preme Court Judge Samuel Alito.

As the speech ends, Becky 
Fischer’s car emerges from 
the carwash. We see a Pier 
One Imports off in the dis-
tance. A sign is directly before 
Becky Fischer ’s little car, 
bears only one word- “Stop.”

by Ken Greller ‘10

photo by C. Young ’07

courtesy www.amazon.com

courtesy www.emanuellevy.com

D. Schwait ’08 and M. Langois ’07 rehearse a 
scene from My Fair Lady, premiering next week.

Jesus Camp 
shows depth 
of fanaticism

by Peter Sicher ‘07

Molaka’i:  a story of 
leprosy  in paradise

Upper School fall production performs classic  musical 
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What do you get when the Irish play 
cops and robbers? Well, you get a booze 
soaked bloodbath that is just as twisted 
as it is entertaining. The Departed is 
primarily a story of two Irish cops. One 
cop, named Billy Costigan (Leonardo 
DiCaprio), is undercover inside the Irish 
mafi a. Colin Sullivan (Matt Damon) is a 
police offi cer who is secretly working for 
the Irish mafi a. That’s the basic gist of it 
but by the end of the movie everything is 
so mixed up the plot doesn’t even matter. 

Usually when writing reviews, I com-
plain that an all-star cast ruined a movie 
but in this case it is quite the opposite. All 
of the actors in this movie did an amaz-
ing job portraying perpetually drunk Irish 
mobsters and blissfully unaware cops. 
DiCaprio actually manages to utilize the 
little amount of facial hair he has to make 
himself look like a man. Using his boy-
ish looks to appear innocent and naïve 
Damon does a great job playing a calm 
and collected rat inside the police depart-
ment. Jack Nicholson plays the always 
entertaining psychopathic mob boss and 
boasts some strong quotes. For example, 
after he shoots a couple, execution style, 
and the wife falls on top of her dead hus-

 Beck can do anything.  
Beck can be anything 
– from a grunge god, to 
a father, to a rock star, 
to a rapper.  Each of his 
albums seems wildly 
different from the last.  

Beck’s eighth full-length 
album, The Information, 
released October 3, is argu-
ably his best piece of work 
to date.  Nigel Godrich 
(Mutations, Sea Change; 
every Radiohead album 
ever made) has returned 
as producer to help create 
some perfectly blended 
songs, mixing and over-
lapping fl awlessly mixed 
melodies, creating count-
less unique and different 
sounds for each track.

The opening track of 
The Information, “Eleva-
tor Music,” is in ways 
reminiscent of last year’s 
Guero.  Much of “El-
evator Music” is made 
of repetitive electronic 
drumbeats and Beck’s 
quick, obscure rapping. 

The song is fi lled with 
oblique lyrics like “gut-
bucket and a bottle of 
paint” and “I got a silicon 
bible song / Paranoid Jum-
botron.”  At the end of the 
song, Beck’s rhythmic “Na 
na na na’s” collide with 
telephone beeps, ringing, 
dial tones, and a bizarre 
electronic comet-y sound.

Every Beck album has 
at least one or two of those 
obnoxiously catchy songs 
that you’ll keep humming 
aloud to yourself days 

  
Resources
Explore Learning: www.
explorelearning.com 

Using technology to take education 
a step further, Explore Learning is a 
website made up of short, interactive pro-
grams that cover most high school math 
and science topics. Each program focuses 
on a small subject such as “The Virus Life 
Cycle,” and uses interactive animation to 
teach the topic.  Viewers may control vari-
ables, change numbers, speed up time and 
read background information. This web-
site is especially helpful for concepts that 
may be hard to visualize such as atomic 
theory and three-dimensional geometry.  

Get Involved
Do Something: www.dosomething.
org/ 

Oprah Winfrey called Do Something 
“A hip organization… a group that re-
wards young people who come up with 
creative ways to change the world.” The 
Do Something website allows young 
adults to choose and explore topics that 
interest them such as teen homeless-
ness and Hurricane Katrina relief. The 
website includes background informa-
tion and instructions on how to take 
action. Though the website may overdo 
the “hip and empowered teen,” tone, 
it’s a useful resource. Besides, if Oprah 
thinks it’s cool, how can you resist? 

Food
Carry Out Menu: www.
carryoutmenu.com

Have you ever been stuck in the situ-
ation of having to order food for all of 
your friends? It’s chaotic.  No one knows 

how much anything costs,  what’s on 
the menu or even what they ordered. 
However, this problem has been solved 
by www.CarryOutMenu.com.  On this 
website, a person can view menus of 
many local restaurants online, see the 
exact list of prices, order over the in-
ternet and have the meal delivered right 
to them. However, the service has its 
annoyances.  There is a 20 dollar order 
minimum, a four dollar service fee and a 
wait as long as an hour. The good news is 
that all the restaurants under the Towson 
section, including Cluck-U, Frisco Bur-
rito, and Fuji San Thai, deliver to Park. 

Fun: 
Overheard In New York: www.
overheardinnewyork.com 

If you spent all of your time eaves-
dropping on conversations in New 
York City, what sorts of things would 
you hear? Apparently, a lot crazy stuff. 
On this website, people post the things 
they hear all over the city. A recent 

example of an overheard statement: “I 
just wanna get a big stroller and have 
my wife push me around. I don’t care 
what you say. That’s pimp. That’s pimp.”

Music
Pandora: www.pandora.com

In the Greek myth, Pandora unleashed 
all the evil into the world by opening 
her beautifully-painted box. The website 
holds little in common with the myth. 
www.Pandora.com lets users create 
customized radio stations based on what 
types of music they like to listen to. 

The users simply type in what artists 
they like and Pandora will search the 
vast “Music Genome Project,” to fi nd 
music with similar aspects. For example, 
my station recently played a song be-
cause it “features a subtle use of vocal 
harmony, mixed acoustic and electric 
instrumentation, and major key tonal-
ity.”  This website is a great way to listen 
to all the artists you love and fi nd new 
artists that you probably will love too. 

by Annajane Y olken ’07

 Spend some time with these websites

band, Nicholson says: “She fell funny.”
 Not to be outdone, Mark Wahlberg 

joins the cast as a cop.  While speaking 
with the FBI he states, “My theory on 
Feds is like mushrooms: you feed ’em 
shit and keep ’em in the dark.” Even Mar-
tin Sheen and Alec Baldwin, two actors 
who I haven’t seen in ages, appear in this 
movie and lend their experience to this al-
ready crowded cast of well known actors.

What surprised me most about this 
movie was the fact that I was genuinely 
satisfi ed coming out of the theater, despite 
my low expectations. I thought The De-
parted would be another one of Martin 
Scorsese’s feeble attempts at winning an 
Oscar, but he surprised us all with this 
new blockbuster. The Departed is a defi -
nite must see movie. It will keep you on 
the edge of your seat until the very end.

after you hear it.  The In-
formation is no exception 
with “Cellphone’s Dead” 
and “Think I’m In Love.”  

“Cellphone’s Dead,” 
the third track on the al-
bum, is especially notable 
– who else but Beck could 
have a song incorporating 
techno, rap, children chant-
ing “One by one I’ll knock 
you out,” and samples of 
Abba’s “Dancing Queen?”

Analyzing each song 
would take pages more 
than what The Postscript 
has to offer, so here are 
just a few highlights of 
the album: the refresh-
ingly simple (compared 
to the other super-layered 
tracks, at least) “No Com-
plaints;” the pounding, 
almost White Stripes-
esque piano melodies of 
“Strange Apparition;” and 
the wonderful, ambigu-
ous, loving, apocalyptic 
lyrics that run through 
the entire album. Oh, and 
also the last two minutes 

of the second-to-last song 
on the album, fi lled with 
director Spike Jonze and 
writer Dave Eggers phi-
losophizing about the 
“ultimate record that could 
ever possibly be made.”  
That’s pretty cool, too.

It seems almost im-
possible to describe Beck 
without using way too 
many adverbs and hyphens.  

From the instrumen-
tals to the vocals to the 
overall mixing and sound 
of the songs, I’m find-
ing it extremely hard to 
accurately convey all 
of this through simple, 
two-dimensional words.  

Hopefully one thing 
that came through is the 
fact that The Information 
is good – I mean, really, 
really good – because in 
the end, no one really cares 
about the production quali-
ty or the separate sounds on 
each track.  All that really 
matters is how it sounds.

 

courtesy www.amazon.com/Information-Beckcourtesy www.cinemastrikesback.com/.../departed1-1024.

courtesy bilder.fi lmstarts.de

by Michael Leff er ’10

by Leah Greenberg ‘07

Beck defi es descriptionScorsese’s The Departed: 
satisfaction guaranteed 

The last thing you may need is another 
way to spend your time on the internet. Try 
these websites; they are all worth a visit.  
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Anders Hulleberg ‘07 has 
kicked off his senior year on 
the cross country team with a 
multitude of impressive per-
formances. Although Anders 
played soccer in Lower School, 
in sixth grade he started to prac-
tice and run with the Varsity 
Cross Country team.  According 
to Anders, “My dad has been 
the coach since I have been 
at Park, so I had been around 
the team since Lower School.” 

Anders’ record this season 
includes placing second in the 
September 7 race against Arch-
bishop Curley and Mt. Saint 
Joseph and in the September 19 
race against Archbishop Spalding. 

He improved on these two 
races placing fi rst on September 
26 against McDonough and John 
Carroll, on October 3 against 
Gilman, and most recently, a 
remarkable victory, against 
Calvert Hall on October 24.

In the MIAA A Conference, 
Anders faces a number of strong 
competitors including his biggest 
rival, Rob Wetzel of Archbishop 
Spalding.  Anders refers to Wet-
zel as being “the favorite to win 
the Championship.”  In terms 

of running style, Anders’ is 
unique.  For races involving a 
large number of runners, Anders 
likes to get out fast, and once 
he is in the lead he slows down 
to a more comfortable pace.

This strategy obviously paid 
off, as he placed first in both 
the October 7 Doc Jones In-
vitational and the October 13 
Meade Classic Invitational.  
For smaller races, he likes to 

be more conservative in the 
beginning, and somewhere 
in the middle he likes to run 
hard and wear out the competi-
tion.  Anders’ style changes for 
each opponent he runs against. 

On October 24, Park raced 
at home against Calvert Hall. In 
that race, Anders hoped to make 
a big move on Calvert Hall’s 
top runner, Anthony Rowe, in 
the middle of the race.  Anders 

is aware of Rowe’s strength: 
“If we’re 800 meters from the 
fi nish line and 10 seconds apart, 
this guy is going to beat me.” 

Anders’ modest words were 
proven wrong when he beat 
Rowe by one tenth of a second. 
Both runners beat their previous 
school records for the course. 
Anders beat the record in his 
last competitive race at Park. 

Although Anders will be com-

pleting his running career at Park 
in this June, he plans on running 
cross country in college, with his 
sights set on Haverford College.  

Even aside from Anders, this 
year’s team has a lot of talent.  
According to Anders, “we have 
a strong senior class with expe-
rienced runners and supportive 
classmates.”  Jesse Naiman ’07, 
the number two runner, is his 
closest teammate.  Besides being 
in the same grade, they spend a 
lot of time together by running 
year round.  Three sophomores 
hold the 3rd, 4th and 5th seats, 
Ethan Haswell, Peter Merritt and 
Anders’ brother Lucas Hulleberg.  

These three sophomores 
“made the difference” by 
stepping up in various races, 
including the race against 
Gilman when their perfor-
mances gave Park the victory. 

The fi nal challenge for An-
ders and the rest of the team 
will come on November 1, 
when the team competes in 
the conference champion-
ship race at Oregon Ridge.

Whatever the outcome of the 
race, and whatever performance 
Anders has, he will certainly 
leave a lasting mark on the Park 
School Boys Cross Country team. 

The Park Girls Varsity soccer 
season has been one of ups and 
downs. Heading into the play-
offs, the Bruins currently fi nd 
themselves sitting comfortably 
at third place in the IAAM B 
conference, but the team col-
lectively agrees that they have 
the potential to be a lot better 
than their third place ranking. 

“When we play well, we 
can play with anybody [in the 
league],” says Captain Eliza-
beth Levitan ’07 “The only 
times we’ve lost were because 
we weren’t well prepared.” 
The poor preparation has dealt 
the girls two conference loss-
es, both against teams they 
feel that they should’ve beaten. 

The fi rst loss came against the 
Vikings of St. John’s at Prospect 
Hall, who shutout the Bruins 2-0 
to obtain their fi rst, and only win 
of the season. Their other loss 
came against conference pow-
erhouse, Severn, on October 18. 
The girls played well and con-
trolled the ball for most of the 
game, but a few defensive lapses 
allowed Severn to score on them. 

Down 1-0 in the fi rst half, Cap-
tain Maggie Sachs ’07 chipped 
in a goal to tie the score 1-1, only 
to have the Admirals fi re right 
back with a goal of their own. 

Early in the second half, the 
Bruins struck again with a beau-
tiful shot from Lea Bacharach 
’07, but in the end, Severn was 
able to put in two more goals 
of its own to win the game 4-2. 
Not only did the Bruins lose a 
conference game against Severn, 
they lost a valuable player as 
well. Captain Meghan McMa-
hon ’07, who had one assist that 
day, went down with an ankle 
injury in the second half, and it 
is unclear as to whether or not 
she will return for the playoffs.

Though they may not have  
ended the regular season in 
the most desirable position, 
the team does have a lot to 
be proud of. The Bruins have 
posted five conference victo-
ries to assert themselves as one 
of best teams in the league. 

Included in these victories 
is an impressive overtime win 
against rival St. Paul’s School 
for Girls. The Bruins found 
themselves tied with the Ga-

tors 2-2 at the end of regulation 
thanks to Gabby Lessans ’08 
and McMahon,  who both 
scored one goal a piece. But 
in overtime, it was Jane Eisner 
’08 who came through, put-
ting in the game-winning goal. 

The Bruins’ also played two 
tremendous games against ri-
val Bryn Mawr. The Bruins 
dominated the Mawrtians on all 
sides of the ball, outscoring the 
team 10-4 in just two games. 
The Bruins other two victories 
came against the Chapelgate 
Yellowjackets (5-2) and the 
Friends School Quakers (3-1).

 Coach Jeff Jennings says 
he’s “very impressed with how 
the team has come together to 
support each other,” and that 
“when the girls turn it on, they 
can be tremendously aggres-
sive and play their hearts out.”  

The team will have to do 
exactly this if they plan on 
achieving their  preseason 
hopes of winning a conference 
championship. The playoffs 
are in the near future, and Jen-
nings acknowledges that they 
“could go either way” depend-
ing on how the team plays. 

Anders Hulleberg breaks record in 
Senior season of Cross Country

Bruins sit in third place, await Playoffs

photo by D. Rosenthal ’08
Sporting brand new matching sweatshirts, the Boys Cross Country team warms up before 
a race. P. Ellwanger ’08, B. Starr ’07, P. Treadway ’08, I. Long ’07, R. Sandler ’09, J. Naiman 
’07, A. Hulleberg ’07, J. Rosse ’10, S. Althauser ’07, E. Haswell ’09, M. Roswell ’07.

photo by D. Rosenthal ’08
G. Lessans ’08 storms up the fi eld keeping the ball closeby 
in a 5-1 win against Bryn Mawr at home on October 23. 

by Sam Cornblath ’10

by Aaron Brant ’08
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Two weeks ago, the 
Boys Varsity Soccer 
t eam p layed  two 
games with play-
off implications 
against their 
two biggest 
r i v a l s . 
T h e 
g a m e 
against 
B o y s ’ 
Lat in  kept 
the Bruins in the 
pack at the top of Division II 
of the B Conference, and the 
Friends game pushed them 
past Glenelg to the number 
one place in their division.

With the playoffs ap-
proaching, these games 
were extremely important 
to the Bruins: The boys 
were fighting Friends, 
BL and Glenelg, for 
three playoff spots in an 
extremely close race.

Boys’ Latin
The rivalry against 

Boys’ Latin has been on the 
minds of the players. According 
to Coach Lucky Mallonee ’62, 
the Bruins perceive the Lakers 
as a major rival, whereas the op-
posite is most likely not the case. 

Mallonee played against BL 
as a Park student. Don Rickels, 
the Boys’ Latin coach, also 
played in these games, but as 
a Laker, thus intensifying the 
rivalry. In the beginning of 
Park athletics, there were only 
seven schools in the area that 
competed against the Bruins.

Boys’ Latin was one of 
these schools before they be-
came a strong competitor in 
the 1980’s, when they moved 
up  to  the  A Conference .

They have since moved down 
to dominate the B Conference. 
Boys’ Latin is an all-boys school 
with a large pool of students 
to play on their sports teams, 
contributing to an already high 
quality athletic program. Being 
an “athletic factory,” the Lakers 
have enjoyed great success in 
past years. Although Boys’ Latin 
has a much stronger athletic rep-
utation than Park does, it is still 
one of the Bruin Soccer’s main 
rivals. A lot of this can be attrib-
uted to how close the schools are 
located to each other, and how 
many kids on both teams know 
those on the opposing side. 

Despite Boys’ Latin’s ad-
vantages the Bruins overcame 
their underdog status and beat 
the Lakers 1-0 on October 
10. Ben Levin ’08 scored the 
lone goal on an outside shot.

While the first half of the 
game was not to Coach Mal’s 

by Alexis Green ’07

liking, the Bruins stepped it up 
in the second half. “We were 
more aggressive in the sec-
ond half, and took the battle 
to BL,” said Coach Mal, “It 
always makes me feel very 
good [to beat BL]. They almost 
always have a good team.”

The players demonstrated 
an even stronger passion to-
wards their victory. According 
to sophomore defender Na-
thanial Colbert-Sangree, “the 
team had been talking up 
how good a feeling it would 
be to beat BL. I’d never beat-
en BL until this year, and 
everything they said was true.”

Senior Captain Dan Ryugo, 
who has enjoyed victories against 
Boys’ Latin in the past, was espe-
cially happy: “The rivalry began 
way before my time and will 
extend for much long after. It’s 

always nice to stick it to them.”

Friends School
Three days after the big Boys’ 

Latin game, the Bruins were 
up against the Friends School 
Quakers. Because the rivalry 
dates past the time when Coach 
Mal played on the Bruins Soc-
cer team, he’s “never had a 
problem beating them.” Part of 
the tension between the Bruins 
and the Quakers comes from 
the similarities of the schools: 
both are liberal, co-ed, progres-
sive, and fairly similar in size. 
Another part of this tension 
is attributed to the reputation 
Park has maintained as a Jewish 
school. “When I was in school, 
if you were Jewish you went 
to Park, City, or Forest Park,” 
says Coach Mal. The players 
of the Quaker-denominated 

school have conveyed some 
anti-Semitic feelings in the past, 
which has fed the fire of this 
long-standing rivalry. While 
this may no longer be the fuel, 
the competition between the 
Quakers and the Bruins has con-
tinued strong. Assistant Coach 
Roger Seidenman ’86 played 
against the Friends Soccer team 
when he attended Park when 
they were by far his strongest 
rivals. “We were always invited 
to their Scarlet and Grey Day 
[Friends’ Homecoming], and we 
always beat them.”  

During practices in the days 
leading up to the games against 
Friends, Coach Seidenman con-
stantly reminds all the boys who 
they’re going to be up against. 
He’s proud the Bruins have only 
been beaten once in six years by 
the Quakers, and that one loss 

was a very competitive game.
As expected, the game was 

a hard fought contest. Despite 
Park’s offensive troubles over 

the season, they had no diffi cul-
ty scoring against the Quakers. 

The team won 3-1, and ex-
celled on the foreign turf. 

Goals by Nick Ryugo 
’10, Mickey McCauley 
’07, and James Searson 

’08 showed the 
team, coaches, 
and specta-
tors that Park 
meant busi-

n e s s .  “ I ’ m 
friends with a 

lot of players on 
that  team,” re-

marked  Levin  after 
the game,  “but once we’re on the 
fi eld, it’s all about beating them 
(friends) and their team.” Se-
idenman was especially pleased. 
“I was frustrated with our fi rst 
game against them. We domi-
nated, and the fi nal score did not 
refl ect the game. We went over 
there with something to prove.”

Coach Mal has been happy 
with his team so far this sea-
son. The midfi eld is extremely 
talented and deep: at least eight 
middies regularly contribute 
positively to the squad. “In other 
years, the reserve four would be 
starting,” claims Coach Mal. In 
addition to the strong midfi eld, 
the defense has played far above 
his expectations, with Colbert-
Sangree, Tony DeMarco ’08, 
and goalie Jon Hettleman ’10 
showing great ability throughout 
the season, competing for the 
first year at the Varsity level. 
Additionally, Coach Mal be-
lieves Captains D. Ryugo and 
Joe Press ’07 are two of the best 
defenders in the league. The 
weakness throughout the season 
lies within the offense, which 
needs to work on their scoring. 

Despite these victories, the 
team always looks ahead. Press, 
who has to watch his team-
mates from the sidelines due to 
a sprained ankle, claims the wins 
gave him a great feeling, but 
urges his team to improve: “we 
have to keep getting better. Just 
because we beat BL and Friends 
doesn’t mean anything. We have 
bigger goals than beating them.” 
Coach Mal seems to agree with 
his captain. “I’m not worked 
up about the rivalries. Maybe 
looking back I’ll be especially 
happy, but whoever we play 
next is who I’m worried about.” 
These two wins gave the team 
great confidence, but they’ll 
need a lot more than confi dence 
to capture the championship.

Park v. Friends 
 2006 Season
  1-1,3-1
 2005 Season
  2-2, 2-3
 2004 Season
  1-0, 2-0

Boys Varsity Soccer dominates rival teams

Park v. Boys’ Latin
 2006 Season
  0-1,1-0
 2005 Season
  0-2,1-0
 2004 Season
  3-0,0-0

Recent Rival Game Scores

Lets go Bruins! 
Beat Quakes & Lakes
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With a record of 2-9, the 
Girls’ Cross Country team con-
cluded their regular season. 
“The results this year were re-
ally disappointing,” said Junior 
Christina Denny, “but we all 
feel that we really worked hard 
as a team, and we made great 
progress towards next year.”

That progress was dem-
onstrated in their Oct.  17 
race against Friends school. 
At this race, the team won 
a decis ive 15-50 victory. 

Along with this win there 
are other signs of the team’s 
improvement,  “During our 
season we all set goals for our-
selves and by the end of the 
season we all achieved them,” 
said Denny, “We always try to 
do our best, and we have gotten 
considerably better throughout 
the season. I credit this to our 

hard work and determination.”
“We are all looking forward 

to the championship meet. We 
are getting sweatshirts with 
Disney princess names on the 
back. Hopefully we will all place 
well and have a great time doing 
so,” said Tamara Perrault ’08.

T h i s  y e a r ’s  t e a m  r e -
ally knew how to have fun. 
They got popsicles after ev-
ery race and they had a dance 
party outside of the Athletic 
Center to prepare for the cham-
pionship meet on Halloween.

The championship meet in-
cludes all of the teams in the 
division, among them, this year’s 
powerhouses; Institute of Notre 
Dame and Garrison Forest. The 
championship race will be the 
last race for Captains Mara 
James and Eva Fillion, who de-
serve the support of their school 
at the end of their running career.

Defense has been the force 
behind this year’s Girls Var-
sity Field Hockey team.  The 
Bruin’s opponents have had a 
tough time scoring as Park  has 
allowed fewer goals than any 
other team in the conference.

On the other side of the 
fi eld, the Bruins are impressive 
as well.  They are currently 
ranked 3rd in scoring. This 
combination has proved to 
be difficult to beat thus far.

Forward Madison Elliot ’07 
stressed the importance of prac-
tice. “We’ve been working on 
passing and especially shooting 
once we’re in the circle.  We’re 
hoping to become increasingly 
aggressive as the tournament 
approaches and fi nish strong.”

One of the keys to the de-
fense’s success is not only that 
goalie, Carrie Young ’07 has 
only given up four goals; but 
also that the rest of the defensive 
players, led by seniors Stephanie 
Lerner, Helen Ryan and Julia 
Schwartz, are not giving their op-
ponents the opportunity to shoot.

As of October 19, they had 
won six straight games by out-
scoring their opponents 9-1.The 
offense, led by Tessa Emmer 
’07, Allie Stein ’07, Val Green 
’08 and Elliott are making 
sure their offensive skills can 

put points on the scoreboard.   
Due to rescheduling caused 

by rain, the Bruins beat Mc-
Donough, one of their fi ercest 
rivals, twice in the same week. 

Schwartz said, “I’ve never 
played on a team that has played 
so well together. Recently, we 
faced McDonough twice, who 
we didn’t beat at all last year. 
We played a beautiful game 
against them at our home fi eld 
and then won again at theirs.” 

On October 19, the Lady 
Bruins beat John Carroll, 1-
0.  Park dominated the second 
half, topped off by a goal from 
Stein, her sixth of the season.

Young also played a great 
game. She had four saves, in-
cluding one unbelievable stop 
when she dove for the ball as it 
was about to cross the goal line. 

In  thei r  next  matchup, 
the Bruins beat Glenelg in a 
close one, as senior Tessa Em-
mer scored the game’s only 
goal, her sixth of the season. 

The girls ended their regular 
season at home against Maryvale. 
Entering the game, Maryvale 
had just one loss on the season 
and was leading the conference. 

The game had extra impor-
tance because it was Coach Barb 
Purkey’s fi nal home game.  Many 
alumni and faculty were there to 
show their support for Park’s 
longtime field hockey coach.

The contest started off slow.  
At halftime, both teams were 
scoreless.  In the second half, 
the Lady Bruins picked it up, 
dominating the game and cre-
ating shots for themselves.  

Unfortunately, none of those 
shots translated into goals.  The 
game entered overtime as both 
teams traded shot after shot.  

With three minutes left in 
the game, Maryvale scored 
in overtime on Park for the 
third time in two years, clinch-
ing  the  conference  lead . 

“It was obvious throughout 
the game that everyone put their 
heart and soul into this game,” 
Young said,  “We really wanted 
to win this game for Barb—we 
felt as though we owed it to her 
to win her last home game.” 

With the playoffs starting 
October 31, the Bruins might 
get another shot at Maryvale.  As 
the #2 seed in the playoffs, Park 
could be on track for another 
rematch with their rival.  After 
the end of their regular season, 
it was clear who the Lady Bruins 
will be playing for in November.

“Barb didn’t want us to think 
of it as her last game,” explained 
Young, “she wanted us to think 
of it as our chance to go into the 
playoffs as fi rst seed.  We’re go-
ing in as second, and we still have 
a chance at the championship.”

Girls X Country 
fi nishes season 
in full stride

Girls Varsity Field Hockey ranked #2 
in Coach Barb Purkey’s fi nal season

Girls Varsity Tennis receives 
little recognition within the Park 
community but often succeeds 
in conference play. This sea-
son, Coach Betty Medalie sent 
four of her five varsity teams 
to the semi-fi nals and one team 
moved on to the final match.

Tess Shiras ’09 and Maddie 
Macks ’08 competed Thurs-
day, October 26 against Severn 
School in the #2 Varsity Doubles 
Championship. While the girls 
did not take home a title, the 
match showed their valiant ef-
forts. They won the first set 

6-3, lost the second 4-6, and 
were defeated in the third 0-6.

“It was disappointing to show 
up to a championship game 
with no supporters from Park 
that weren’t already on the ten-
nis team,” commented Macks 
of the Championship match. 

This fourth ranked team is 
only graduating four Varsity 
players, Jessie Himmelrich, Jill 
Goldfarb, Ashley Robinson and 
Jen Webber. The Lady Bruins will 
continue to play strong, competi-
tive tennis, with or without the 
support of the Park community.

Captain Webber ’07 said, 
“I competed against Severn 

and during our match their fan 
base was extremely intimidat-
ing. It would have been nice 
to have some Park support.”   

Girls Tennis lacks fan base
by Julian Charnas ’07

by Andrew Keiser ’09

by Jeremy Scharf ’07
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Senior Captain H. Ryan ’07 takes a free hit in a 1-0 
overtime loss to Maryvale Prep on October 24. Ryan is 
completing her fourth varsity season. She is also a four 
year advisee of departing coach Barb Purkey.
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