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With three principals in four years,  
how has a Park changed? Or stayed 
the same?

Jennifer Lee’s new job

The fifth 
grade 
teacher 
will move 
to  Middle 
School 
math next 
year.

Albert (B. May ‘14), Bev (M. Philipi ‘14) and Betsy (L.Simon ‘13) can only watch as Karl (W. McKay ‘15) and  Russ (B. Levitsky ‘13) spar 
in Act I of Clybourne Park, the US spring production which ran from April 11 through 13 in the Macks-Fidler Black Box Theater. 
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Clybourne Park uses humor to explore racism
by Baylor Knobloch ‘14

This year’s spring production 
was Clybourne Park, an exten-
sion of last year’s A Raisin in the 
Sun. The play ran April 11 to 13.

After a close call obtaining 
the rights and a bit of lobbying, 
Upper School drama chair Peter 
King was thrilled with the oppor-
tunity to direct the groundbreak-
ing play by Bruce Norris, which 
has won both a Pulitzer Prize and 
Tony award since its Broadway 
premiere in 2010. 

“I’m not sure everybody 
understood how difficult and 
unique it was that we actually got 
the rights to do the play,” King 
said. “I think we are one of very 

few high schools that have done 
the play.”

As usual, King cast the play 
skillfully, predicting which stu-
dents would be able to embody 
the complicated characters. Most 
actors were, to a certain extent, 
type cast. “I see qualities in peo-
ple that parallel their characters,” 
King said.  

The play is split into two acts 
and takes place in Chicago in 
1959 and 2009. The first act is 
about a troubled white couple 
preparing to sell their house to 
the Youngers, the family at the 
center of A Raisin in the Sun and 
the first to integrate the neighbor-
hood.

Fifty years later, the area has 

become predominantly African 
American and property rates 
have declined. It is beginning to 
be gentrified at the time of the 
second act. A white couple is 
buying the same house from the 
first act and plans to tear it down 
and rebuild on the property.   

“The first act highlights the 
issues of the time that everyone 
is familiar with,” Bryan May ’14 
said. May played Albert, the hus-
band of the family’s black maid 
in the first act. “Because there are 
so many parallels [to the first act] 
in Act II, the play is saying that 
things haven’t changed. So the 
audience member is no longer 
saying that this is how things 
were, but this is how things are.”

Both acts were set in the liv-
ing room and foyer area of the 
house. During intermission, the 
room was transformed; the tidy 
wallpaper was removed to reveal 
cracking plaster, and the stage 
was emptied of its formal seating 
area and dining table. Only six 
metal foldout chairs remained, 
set up to facilitate the real estate 
transaction that would occur. The 
impressive set was designed by 
Andrew Bahl ’14. 

Clybourne Park fearlessly 
confronts the continued exis-
tence of racism in America, 
coupled comically with raunchy 
jokes, offensive language, and 
brutal honesty. 

Clybourne continued p. 10

Argeroplos 
establishes
scholarship 
fund
Julia Gross ‘14

It’s no secret that Park values 
diversity. But in two years, Niko 
Argeroplos’13 plans to bring a 
whole new type of diversity to 
the school. This year, Argeroplos 
has established a scholarship 
fund to create a larger Greek-
American community in Upper 
School. 

The scholarship is one of a 
series of ideas put into place to 
bring awareness of Greek culture 
to the school.  Argeroplos began 
by forming a Greek Culture club 
and the Hellenic speaker series, 
neither of which enjoyed wide-
spread success.

“I realized that while I was 
promoting this, my cousin Jeff 
Jordan and I are the only two 
Greek kids here,” Argeroplos 
said. “Being Greek is a big part 
our lives and our culture, and our 
lives outside of school. A lot of 
other schools have large Greek 
populations but we never really 
got that here,” he said. Most 
Greek students attend more tra-
ditional schools such as Garrison 
Forest, Gilman, St Paul’s, and 
Boys’ Latin.

Argeroplos continued p. 5

Niko Argeroplos ‘13
photo courtesy D.  Argeroplos
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Pull the plug on electronics
about the Ravens Super Bowl victory 
when they should be taking notes. Why 
don’t teachers notice? Because students 
strategically choose seats where the teach-
er would have to go out of the way to 
check what’s on a computer screen.

While it shouldn’t be the responsibil-
ity of the teacher to monitor the use of 
electronics in class, some feel it is neces-
sary. “I noticed someone using their laptop 
unnecessarily in class today and I totally 
called her out,” English teacher Angela 
Balcita said. “It really bothers me, but at 
the same time I don’t want kids to feel 
uncomfortable, so I usually just tap them 
on the shoulder and they know to close 
their laptop,” she said.

 If teachers feel the need to monitor the 
use of laptops in class, then we as students 
are negatively impacting the class envi-
ronment. Brandt noted that, “most of the 
kids using laptops have a learning plan 
that specifically includes them.” While 
this may be true, it is our experience that 
students with this privilege are often the 
ones to abuse it the most and this can be 
particularly frustrating. 

When asked about the prospect of in-
stituting stricter rules to monitor the use 
of electronics in class, Rachel Hettleman 
’13 said, “No way.  I would not be in fa-
vor of stricter rules. It is up to the indi-
vidual student. You get what you put into 
things. The student will have to deal with 
the consequences of their actions or lack 
of involvement.” 

We agree. It is not in line with our phi-
losophy to create a strict universal policy 
that affects everyone. But what does align 
is the belief that students genuinely want 
to learn and that when given the freedom 
to do so will flourish and prosper and take 
advantage of the opportunity. 

So please, make the appropriate choice 
for yourself, your classmates and your 
teacher, and close your laptop in class. 

Laptop use during class is a regular 
occurrence in today’s technologically-
dominated world. As the presence of this 
technology increases, students are becom-
ing less subtle about using these devices in 
environments where they are discouraged. 
While some teachers are strict and do their 
best to monitor the use of electronics in a 
classroom setting, it is ultimately the re-
sponsibility of the student to refrain from 
such behavior.  In line with our school’s 
philosophy, which states that positive ex-
pectations yield positive results, students 
should have more respect for themselves, 
their peers, and their teachers and refrain 
from this behavior in class. 

Too often, students use their laptops 
to surf the web, shop online, play vid-
eogames or even watch television. And, 
what’s worse is that students are engaging 
in this behavior at times when a computer 
is obviously not needed. We’ve all been in 
a class, fully engaged in an activity, only 
to notice someone typing away furiously 
on a keyboard trying to complete an essay 
that’s due next class. Aside from being 
annoying, (the “click” of the mouse every 
five seconds when someone’s playing a 
computer game is seriously torturous), it 
is distracting and rude. 

Teachers have a variety of ways of deal-
ing with students who abuse the school’s 
relaxed policy on the use of electronics 
in class. “I rarely walk around in class to 
check the content of what’s on students’ 
computer screens and never really go out 
of my way to find out if what they are 
looking at is relevant to class or not,” said 
English teacher Greg Brandt. 

While many students don’t abuse the 
freedom given, teachers don’t realize how 
often students may be reading an article 

by Hannah Sibel ‘13, 
Naomi Berner ‘13, 
and Judith Pickering ‘13

As seniors, we have seen changes in 
leadership that are unusual.  We’re not 
talking about turnover in student govern-
ment, but the quick succession of Upper 
School Principals, of whom there have 
been three in just four years.  

When we were sophomores, Mike 
McGill, who had been principal for 13 
years, left to head another progressive 
school in Seattle.  After participating in 
an extensive search process, we returned 
to school as juniors under the leadership 
of Daniel Bergman.  The school year was 
disjointed and fractured. Before it was 
complete, our third principal, English 
teacher Kevin Coll, took the reins. 

Thus, our experience has been rocky 
to say the least. Still, despite these shifts 
in leadership, the school itself never re-
ally changed. 

Park is what it has always been: an 
institution in which students are en-
couraged to explore their passions in a 
stimulating and nurturing environment, 
in which students and teachers continue 
to form strong bounds in and out of class, 
and where the hallways, the commons, 
and, of course, the library ring with argu-
ment and discussion. 

Doors are always open, including 
those of the principal, and the sacred 
cookie jar is almost always full.  

Students actively participate in deter-
mining curriculum. They design inde-
pendent studies and direct the course of 
conversation in class. They throw them-
selves into activities mostly for the sake 
of enjoyment, rather than only to add to 
their college resumes, and spend just as 
much time practicing for plays and sports 
as they do studying. 

So what creates this culture? We’ve 
witnessed significant upheaval, but also 
know that the people who come to Park 
every day keep the spirit of the school 
alive. With that, we’d like to acknowl-
edge and thank those who have done the 
most to maintain the essence of the Up-
per School:  our teachers and classmates.  

First, to our teachers:  Park students 
joke about being friends with their teach-
ers, but it’s the truth. Throughout the en-
tirety of our Upper School experience 
we have been able to count on you for 
great conversations, no matter who sat 
in the principal’s chair. You didn’t just 
want to instruct us or transmit knowledge 
without discussion. You tried to under-
stand us, to help us grow as people and 
as learners. 

Second, to our fellow students:  Thank 
you for the arguments, the laughs, and 
for turning the lockers into a Ping-Pong 
table. Your ability to make any discus-
sion both serious and irreverent at the 
same time kept us thinking and smiling. 
Most of all, thank you for your friend-
ship. Where would we have been during 
junior year or after a long night spent 
editing a paper without someone to text 
or Facebook message?    

Over four strange years the essence of 
our school hasn’t changed. This doesn’t 
mean that change is bad or that Park is 
perfect. Simply, that we know as Park 
faces challenges that seem inevitable, it 
will still be the Park we have all come 
to know and love. Just as we know that 
Postscript will always be a forum for stu-
dent expression, even as the paper’s staff 
changes, we know that Park will retain 
the core values that make it great. 

The more things change...

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ‘14
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by Sophie Bailowitz ‘15 
and Melanie Weiskopf ‘15

Newbery award winner and 
librarian Laura Schlitz fulfilled 
the role of this year’s Writer-in-
Residence. The Upper School 
program was established in 2004 
in memory of award-winning 
short story writer Peter Baida 
’68. Each year since its incep-
tion, the program has brought es-
tablished writers to spend a day 
at school, leading an assembly 
and two seminars. 

 In celebration of the school’s 
Centennial year and of Schlitz’s 
recent successes, the Upper 
School English Department de-
cided to invite the Lower School 
Librarian to be Resident Writer. 
In addition to her assembly, 
Schlitz ran one seminar about 
literary influences and another 
about the publishing process. 

“Each year, the department 
talks about possible candidates 
and looks back at the years pri-
or,” English Chair Patti Porcarel-
li said. “We are looking partly 
for genre (of writing), partly for 
gender, and partly for somebody 
doing something brand new or 
that we haven’t heard before, 
or somebody doing a particular 
kind of writing that we could 
make a connection to,” she said. 

In addition to fulfilling these 
principles, the selection of 
Schlitz served as a way to cel-
ebrate the school. “She is a fa-
mous and wonderful writer, and 
it also seemed like a special way 

to honor Park in its Centennial 
year,” Upper School Principal 
Kevin Coll said. “To have a 
Newbery winner who also hap-
pens to be someone who is in our 
community is really great.” 

Throughout her assembly, stu-
dents and faculty alike were fas-
cinated by the way Schlitz spoke. 

“My favorite thing about Lau-
ra is her humor,” Josh Schwartz 
’14 said. “The assembly was so 
funny. Her story is amazing, so 
it was very, very interesting to 
hear.” 

“I thought her assembly talk 
was riveting,” Coll said. “To hear 
her talk so openly and honestly 
about her career, the way that 
writers often don’t, and to hear 
about her process from the inside 
was fantastic.” 

For many students who spent 
time with Schlitz in Lower 
School, hearing her speak again 
was a captivating experience. 
“I’ve probably known Laura 
since second grade,” Adam 
Lessing ’15 said. “She used to 
have recess duty in the Lower 
School, and one of the things that 
we would do during recess was 
talk to her, because she was more 
interesting than anything on the 
playground. 

“Her assembly was among the 
best talks that I’ve seen.” Lessing 
said. “The way she was able to 
both tell a story of her life and 
also other interesting stories and 
connect them seamlessly into a 
cohesive 90-minute block was 
really, really incredible.” 

“I think she epitomizes what 
we want for our students to aspire 
to,” Porcarelli said. “She’s had 
great success with her books, and 
she can talk about them so acces-
sibly. I imagine it was pretty neat 
for kids who knew her while in 
Lower School to see her again 
in Upper School. It’s like a book 
you return to; you’ve read it 
when you were younger, and you 
go back to it and you get more 
out of it.” 

Students who did not know 
Schlitz in Lower School were 
able to appreciate her assembly 
and seminars. “I first came here 

Newbery-winning author Laura Schlitz was the Upper School’s Peter Baida ‘68 Resident Writer 
March 20.  In addition to an assembly, Schlitz ran seminars on writing and publishing.

as a freshman, and I’ve known 
who Laura was since then,” 
Schwartz said, “but this was the 
first time I actually met her. In 
the seminar that I went to, which 
was the one about literary influ-
ences, we went around the room, 
and everyone read a piece that 
they had written, and then she 
commented back on them. Her 
ability to almost immediately 
know how to fix or improve a 
piece was really incredible. To 
no one’s piece did she say ‘that 
was really bad,’ but to everyone’s 
she said ‘that was really great, 
but it could be better.’” 

Many students also enjoyed 
Schlitz’s seminar about the pub-
lishing process. “The session I 
attended about her publishing 
stories was really interesting,” 
Lessing said. “She was able to 
bring that same enthusiasm into 
something more business-like 
and talk about something that 
wasn’t as positive as what she 
talked about in the assembly. 
Both how negative some of her 
experiences were, but also the 
fact that she doesn’t resent pub-
lishing in general, her continued 
optimism, is really, really impor-
tant.” 

Weinberg Resident Journalist  Frank Bond, a producer at the Newseum, led 
a seminar on the Civil Rights Movement and the Press on April 15.  Past 
Weinberg Journalists include Dee Dee Myers, Frank Rich, Seymour Hersh, Alix 
Spiegel ‘89, Bill McKibben, Helene Cooper, and Mark Crispin Miller.

photo by T. Wendell ‘13

photo by T. Wendell ‘13

Children’s author Laura Schlitz tells tales of the writer’s life

Newseum producer Frank Bond 
visits as Weinberg Journalist

Frank Bond, a producer at the News-
eum in Washington, D.C., was this year’s 
Weinberg Resident Journalist.  He vis-
ited the Upper School April 15, speaking 
at assembly, leading two seminars, and 
meeting with student groups, including 
students of color and Postscript editors.  

Bond described journalism as the “at-
tempt to answer the ‘who, what, where, 
when, why, and how’ questions of life.”  
He said that the most effective news 
coverage happens when journalists with 
diverse backgrounds report on diverse 
communities.  

He also spoke about how good jour-
nalism—getting a factual story—has suf-
fered from corporate ownership of media, 
especially in broadcast news where both 
revenue and ratings are critical.

One of the main concerns Bond spoke 
about was bias, cautioning that the only 
way to get accurate information is to rely 
on a variety of news outlets. 

He told a story about watching the 

by Tara Wendell ‘13 news of the death of Osama bin Laden, 
“flipping the channels,” rather than stay-
ing with one source.  While NBC provided 
details about Delta Force, which the sta-
tion reported, erroneously, had run the raid 
in Pakistan, other stations gave more ac-
curate information:  the Navy Seals had 
carried out the operation.

In addition to giving an assembly, 
Bond led seminars on the Civil Rights 
Movement and the Press, and the First 
Amendment in relation to the media.  

Matt Singer ’15, who attended the First 
Amendment seminar, echoed Bond’s sen-
timent about bias. Though the purpose of 
“journalism is getting an impartial view 
of all news to the people,” he said,“there’s 
obviously bias within the media. If you 
go to the Huffington  Post and Fox News, 
you’re going to see different things, but 
you have to look at a lot of different [news 
sources].”  

Bond is a 1969 graduate of the Friends 
School, and attended Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, earning a BA in Social and Behav-
ioral Sciences.  He then spent 23 years as 

a broadcast journalist with WBAL-TV in  
Baltimore, and the Gannett News Service.

At Friends, he was a student of John 
Roemer, a history teacher and librarian 
who retired from Park in 2011.  Roemer 

attended the assembly and seminars.  
“It was great to be in a classroom with 

Frank and see the roles reversed,” Roemer 
said. “I was sitting there as a student, and 
Frank was the very accomplished teacher.” 
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Amos Thompson says good-bye

photo by S. Weintraub

 by Sara Lerner ’15
Jennifer Lee moves to Middle School math

After teaching fifth grade at Park for 
seven years, Jennifer Lee will be taking 
the place of Middle School math teacher, 
Larry Gilbert ‘67 when he retires after 40 
years of teaching. 

Although she is a Lower School teach-
er, Lee has experience teaching Middle 
School math. After moving to the United 
States from Greece in 2000, she taught 
Middle School math at Stemmers Run 
Middle School for two years. It quickly 
became clear to her that being a part of a 
progressive school was a priority. Accord-
ing to Lee the immobility of the public 
school system in general was not appeal-
ing. “Learning is an organic process and 
can’t be packaged into a set curriculum. 
It needs to be molded to both the students 
and the teachers,” she said.

This realization led her to seek a po-
sition at the GreenMount School, a pro-
gressive school in Baltimore City. At the 
time, there was no opening for a Middle 
School math teacher, so Lee taught third 
and fourth grade. After three years at 
GreenMount, Lee joined the Park School 
community. Again, there was no opening 
for a Middle School math teacher so she 
became a fifth grade teacher, a position 
she has held for the past seven years. 

Although Lee loves her position in the 
fifth grade, she missed being a Middle 
School math teacher. “When Larry an-
nounced his retirement and I applied for 
his job, it was no surprise to anyone that 
my interest was there,” Lee said. Middle 
School is a time of transition and ex-
perimentation and Lee loves every bit of 
that. “I like their sense of humor; I don’t 
mind some of the ways in which they’re 
moody and challenged by adolescence. 
I like where they are in their intellectual 
development,” Lee said.  

Moving forward is exciting, but fifth 
grade will always have a special spot in 
Lee’s heart. “There will be a lot of things 
that I will miss. I do enjoy working with 
these 10 and 11 year-old kids. It’s a fun 
age. I enjoy a lot of the projects that we 
do,” Lee said.

With Lee’s ability to connect with 
students in a warm and supportive way, 
she will bring invaluable qualities to the 
Middle School math department. “[Lee] 
understands the students’ strengths and 
weaknesses, is calm, compassionate, and 
logical,” said Middle School math teacher, 
Jeff Zerhusen. 

Lee is a natural leader and, “in Middle 
School, in general, it is important to have 
leaders and people who will use their 
passions to guide kids in ways that are 

News in 
Brief

  

Violet Huntsman arrives 

Petition asks for return of 
bottled water

Amos Thompson, a member of the 
Facilities department, said farewell to 
employees and students March 29 before 
leaving to start a new job.  

Thompson began working in Facilities 
in 2001 at the age of 19. After attending 
school to earn a certificate in Heating, 
Ventilation, and Air Conditioning, and 
an Apprentice License in 2010, he was 
promoted to Lead HVAC Technician, and 
became responsible for maintaining all of 
the school’s HVAC equipment and control 
systems.  

“Amos was great with everybody—
kids and adults alike,” Daniel Pineda ‘13 
said.  “Everywhere he went, he knew how 
to befriend people.  I’m happy he’s mov-
ing onto better things, but disappointed 
he’s leaving Park,” he said.

profound,” said Middle School principal, 
Josh Wolf. “You lose a great math teacher, 
you get a great math teacher. She brings 
great energy and insight and is diligent, 
smart, and articulate. Anytime you are go-
ing to bring someone in who has a great 
life force you are always excited.” 

“Her energy and fund of knowledge 
about math makes her stand out,” said 
Middle School math chair, Betty Med-
alie, “and everyone is looking forward to 
seeing her take on this new role.” 

Students travel to China for exchange
On the verge of a March snow storm, 

students bound for the first leg of a Chi-
nese exchange wondered if the trip would 
be cancelled.  But, driving ahead of the 
weather to Newark Airport in the early 
hours of March 6, 10 students and two 
chaperones boarded a 14-hour flight to 
China. 

Upper School teachers Jon Acheson 
(history) and Kirk Wulf (English) accom-
panied the group.  

Having just had a baby this fall, Chi-
nese teacher Xiaomu Hu was unable to 
attend, leaving the group with no native 
Chinese speakers; the school hired a trans-
lator to help out.

by Jeff Jordan ‘15  While in Beijing, students stayed with 
their Chinese families every night and 
spent the morning and afternoon touring 
the city, visiting attractions such as the 
Summer Palace, Tiananmen Square, and 
the Great Wall.  

Weekends were spent all day with host 
families.  It was during this time that Sean 
Simon ‘13 said his most memorable mo-
ment occurred. 

“My family took me to an artist’s dis-
trict.  There I was able to meet an artist 
who was a friend of theirs, and it was so 
impressive to see the art scene in China 
that I had not known ever existed.”  

Some toured Beijing University.  “The 
University was my favorite part of the trip 

because it gave me first hand knowledge 
of the pressures and the transition of go-
ing from high school to college,” Sarah 
Eisner ’14 said.  

 “I was surprised with the schools 
because they were not as rigorous as I 
thought they were going to be,” said Si-
mon. 

Like most of the students, this was 
Wulf’s first time in China.  “I found a 
country that seems in many ways quite 
free and energetic,” said Wulf.

Two groups of people separated by 
oceans and thousands of miles will meet 
again next year, as the Chinese students 
will take the long flight from Beijing to 
stay with American families. 

photo by Kitty Kowenhoven ‘15

Elliott Huntsman’s daughter, Vio-
let Carroll Ward Huntsman, was born 
March 29 at 11:34 am. She was 21.5” 
and 8 pounds, 4 ounces at birth. Hunts-
man and his wife, Meredith Ward chose 
the name Violet because they both liked 
it, and took Carroll from an aunt Ward 
was particularly close with. 

According to Huntsman, she doesn’t 
scream too much, but she does grunt 
and jabber, which has earned her the 
nickname “the bear.” Violet’s favorite 
activities include being sung to and 
listening to the furnace. After three 
weeks of paternity leave, Huntsman 
has returned to school, but is excited 
to spend more time with his newly ex-
panded family during the summer. 

photo courtesy Elliott Huntsman

A petition requesting that bottled 
water be sold at school has been circu-
lating. In the recent past, bottled wa-
ter has not been offered in an effort to 
encourage students to bring reusable 
water bottles to school rather than pur-
chase them daily at the expense of the 
environment. 

With over 80 signatures on the peti-
tion, many students support the addi-
tion to the cafeteria and school store. 
“I think we should sell bottled water in 
the school store,” said Tyra Whye ’15, 
“it fits the health code, and whenever 
people forget their water bottles they 
could go buy it at the school store for 
a sports practice.”

Other students, however, disagree. 
“I don’t think we should [sell bottled 
water],” said Will MacKay ’15, “as 
we’re trying to be more environmen-
tally friendly and since we already have 
water fountains, we don’t need bottled 
water.” 

Levi Cooper ’15 echoes this view. 
“I think a better solution is to lower 
the cost of already existing [reusable] 
water bottles. I see why bottled water 
would be easier, but I think they raise a 
good point with the environment issue. 
Park has water fountains and faucets 
on them for a reason, and we should 
be using them.”
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Centennial planners revive Brain  Thrust program
After a 13-year hiatus, Brain 

Thrust, an academic festival 
featuring speak-
ers affiliated with 
Park, returned in 
celebration of the 
Centennial year. 
Brain Thrust orig-
inated in 1973, 
when administra-
tor Netsie Lieber-
man organized an 
event for 15 pre-
senters to share 
their knowledge. 

O r i g i n a l l y , 
Brain Thrust was 
scheduled annu-
ally but, after the 
cost became prohibitive, it be-
gan to take place once every two 
years instead. Park discontinued 
the festival in 1999, again due 
to financial constraints. Brain 
Thrust did not occur again until 
this year, on Sunday, March 3. 

Over 550 Upper School stu-
dents, faculty, alumni, parents 
and other members of the com-
munity gathered on campus for 
four hours to attend 49 diverse 
sessions led by 62 presenters. 
Brain Thrust captured the atten-
tion of many groups of people 
and encompassed a wide range 
of ages and connections to Park. 

Co-chairs and Park parents 
Sarah Baird, Betsy Berner, Adri-

 by Sophie Bailowitz ’15 enne Peres, and Eric Rice began 
planning the event in the summer 
of 2011. “In the early planning 
stages, we thought a lot about 

what the event could look like 
in terms of topics,” Peres said. 
“We wanted to make sure we 
had an interesting range for all 
audiences, and we also tried to 
incorporate a mix of presenters 
ranging from faculty to alumni to 
parents and grandparents.” 

After an extensive search, 
they “had established a list of 
400 to 500 names of potential 
speakers,” said Baird. “From 
there we whittled it down based 
on availability and diversity of 
topic.” 

After the speakers were lined 
up in the fall of 2012, the co-
chairs began working on the lo-
gistical and technological aspects 

of Brain Thrust. 
For a fee of $40, participants 

could attend three 50-minute ses-
sions of their choice and a dinner 
catered by Stone Mill Bakery and 
The Classic Catering People. 

The sessions spanned a wide 
breadth of topics. In addition 
to science and art, sessions fo-
cused on areas such as political 
cartoons, myth and reality in 
the military, and sushi making.  
Many speakers generated excite-
ment, including Larry Doyle, au-
thor of I Love You, Beth Cooper, 
Senator Ben Cardin, director of 
Hubble Telescope Matt Moun-
tain, and Jake Friedman ‘03, 
manager of the alternative rock 
group Yeasayer. 

“It was interesting to see such 
a wide range of people in the 
same session,” Peres said. “The 
event cut across all different 
ranges of ages and connections 
to Park. A lot of groups were well 
represented.” 

“I saw a lot of different groups 
of people [at Brain Thrust],” 
Cole Simon ’16 said. “One of 
the best parts about it was that 
there was something interesting 
for everyone.” 

After months of planning, 
the co-chairs were very pleased 
with how the night went. “It was 
amazing to see [Brain Thrust] in 
action,” Berner said. “It seems 
that all of our planning allowed 
for it to be as smooth and as 

photo courtesy Ryan Stevenson

Math teacher Anna Marmor led a session 
on game theory with help from students 
in her Combinatorial Game Theory class.

photo courtesy Ryan Stevenson

Past Upper School Principal Mike McGill visited the school to 
enjoy Brain Thrust, and spend time with former colleagues, 
including Megan Ford, Ileana Imhoff, and Patti Porcarelli. 

According to Argeroplos’ mother, 
Demetra Argeroplos, Greek students 
would not only fit in well, but would also 
add a lot to the community. 

“[Niko and I] both believe Greek kids 
should come to Park for a few reasons,” 
she said. “I feel Park needs more of a di-
verse student body—it needs more ethnic, 
religious, political and cultural diversity.  
Another reason Greek kids should try out 
Park is that it opens your mind to a world 
we, as Greeks, do not often know.”

“Most Greek people are very tradi-
tional,” she said. “Park shows the kids 
a whole new way to look at things, and 
shows them a different side of life that we 
cannot show them.”

Niko then decided to take the money 
he had been earning working summer 
jobs, and fund a scholarship to help bring 
Greek-Americans to Park. “I decided to 
take it into my own hands,” he said. “I’m 
not going to be able to enjoy it, but I set 
up this scholarship that I’m leaving for 
a Greek Orthodox kid to come to Park,” 
he said. 

The next step in establishing the schol-
arship was getting in contact with the De-
velopment Office. 

After receiving a check in January 
for $6,000, along with a note explaining 
the purpose of the money, Development 
Director Roger Seidenman was “over-
whelmed by the generosity of one of 
Park’s students,” he said. 

“So at that point I started to follow up 
with Niko,” Seidenman said. “We have a 
ton of financial assistance funds, but we 
have never gotten anything like this from 
a current student.”

Seidenman then worked with Argero-
plos to set up a scholarship fund with the 
help of Director of Financial Assistance 
and Enrollment Management Mennette 
San-Lee, and Communications Director 
Peter Hilsee.

The scholarship will be offered to Up-
per School-aged students who are active 
members of the Greek Orthodox com-
munity. According to San-Lee, her office 
is still in the early stages of the process 
working out details of assistance to be 
awarded.

“We have just had the beginning con-
versation about it,” said San-Lee. “The 
hope is that it will start to generate interest 
amongst students who participate in the 
Greek Orthodox community, and that as 

the fund grows with time, it would benefit 
additional students going forward.

“Initially, it would be one student, an 
incoming ninth grader for four years, 
and then perhaps by the time that student 
graduates there would be enough money 
for two students,” she said.

Argeroplos plans to continue to support 
the scholarship after he graduates, so that 
more than one Greek student will be able 
to attend the school. 

Moving forward, Argeroplos’s goal is 
that the scholarship will encourage other 
minority students to raise awareness as 
well. 

“I hope this sparks something at Park 
where kids who see problems in the com-
munity don’t just go and do an assembly 
about it and whine about the issue,” he 
said. “I want kids to see that the only way 
things change is if you change them.”

“Park is not known as a traditional, 
conservative school so they do not even 
give it a chance in most cases,” Demetra 
said. “However, Niko wants to change 
that. He feels if he could get the word out 
about how wonderful his education has 
been for him, other Greek parents and stu-
dents would reconsider and look at Park.”

seamless as we had hoped for. 
Moving through the hallways, I 
heard dialogue about how fantas-
tic the presenters were and how 
much people enjoyed it, and that 
was great.” 

Many presenters enjoyed the 
night as well. “I would definite-
ly consider presenting at Brain 
Thrust again,” said Upper School 
mathematics teacher Anna Mar-
mor, who ran a session about dis-
covering mathematics in games. 
“It seemed to be really well-co-
ordinated and organized.”

“I think it’s great that they 
brought [Brain Thrust] back af-
ter so many years of not having 
it,” Simon said. “It benefits stu-
dents, faculty, and parents, and 
it’s a good way to bring people 
into school and have them learn 
about new topics.” 

Because of the overwhelm-
ingly positive feedback that 
Brain Thrust generated, it may 
become a fixture. 

“I have a feeling that Brain 
Thrust will be seen again in the 
future,” Baird said. 

Argeroplos continued from p. 1

Congressman John Sarbanes was the 
first guest in Niko Argeroplos’s Hel-
lenic Speakers series, a program he 
established to introduce  Greek cul-
ture.  Sarbanes addressed the Upper 
School Nov. 21, 2011.

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12

Argeroplos ‘13 starts financial assistance fund for Greek students
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Foreign aid to Israel harms US standing in Middle East

by Andrew Bahl ‘14
Immigration has always been 

a major part of our country’s his-
tory.  From the influx of Euro-
peans who passed through Ellis 
Island in the early 20th century 
to modern times, when immi-
grants are rushing to our shores 
to fill technology jobs in Silicon 
Valley, a major part of Ameri-
ca’s success has stemmed from 
those who have migrated here in 
search of a better life.  

This is why it is so puzzling 
that immigration has become 
such a hot button issue for most 
Americans.  While it is refresh-
ing that bipartisan legislation is 
currently being crafted to address 
the issue, the proposed reforms, 
no matter how well intentioned, 
are merely band-aids that don’t 
address the real problems.

Those who demonize ille-
gal immigrants are ignorant to 
the reasons for their migration. 
Many are trying to lift their fam-
ilies out of poverty, which still 
plagues much of Latin America.  
Mexico, the country of origin 
for 62% of illegal immigrants, 

ranks 60th out of 190 countries in 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) 
per capita.  El Salvador ranks 
98th.  If those numbers were 
closer to the US (8) or Canada 
(15), our immigration “problem” 
would cease to exist.  

Instead of making border se-
curity the number one priority in 
an immigration bill, why not in-
stead strengthen our relationships 
with Latin American countries 
so as to bolster their economies?  
This would be a more prudent 
and fiscally sound long-term 
security solution, rather than 
the stop-gap measures that have 
been proposed, such as building 
a wall along the 2000 mile border 
between the U.S. and Mexico.

The other course of action that 
must be taken is to improve the 
quality of life for immigrants al-
ready in the United States.  This 
could be achieved by giving ille-
gal immigrants a path to citizen-
ship.  The DREAM act, which 
has languished in Congress for 
over a decade, would be a good 
start by giving young illegal 
immigrants with “good moral 
character,” who graduated from 

a U.S. high school and met other 
requirements permanent citizen-
ship pending a college degree or 
military service.  The bill re-
wards the hard work of young 
immigrants, encourages them 
to obtain a college degree, and 
allows them to strive for better 
things.  This would bolster our 
economy and, according to the 
Congressional Budget Office, 

“reduce deficits by 1.4 billion 
dollars over the 2011-2020 pe-
riod.”    

An additional priority should 
be making the visa process less 
restrictive—the United States 
has one of the most stringent visa 
policies in the world.  This would 
encourage people to migrate to 
the U.S. via legal means. I have 
yet to see convincing evidence 

that illegal immigrants are se-
riously harming our economy.  
Our elected officials, consumed 
by ethnocentrism rather than 
any veritable concern, are going 
about immigration the wrong 
way.  If we’re going to think long 
term about our budget, the envi-
ronment and other issues, why 
should we take the easy way out 
when it comes to immigration?   

As the great Tupac Shakur 
once said: “We got money for 
wars, but we can’t feed the 
poor.” The U.S. is in a financial 
recession and foreign aid, in this 
case to Israel, only exacerbates 
our monetary woes.  According 
to the Congressional Research 
Service, Israel is scheduled to 
receive $3.15 billion in U.S. 
aid in 2013. The same report 
said that the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict has cost U.S. taxpayers 
$134,791,507,200 since World 
War II. Some may say that it is 
our duty as a world power to 
support and fund our allies. It is, 
however, in the best interest of 
the United States to spend our 
money on our own country.  Due 
to our current financial problems 
and the high price of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict to the Ameri-
can citizens, we should stop our 
aid to Israel. 

The U.S. has long had unwav-
ering support for the Israeli gov-
ernment in the hopes that peace 
can be achieved in the Middle 
East.  But aiding Netanyahu is 
based on the underlying assump-
tion that supporting the current 
Israeli administration is the best 
way to bring peace to the citi-
zens of the region. Although the 
U.S. has previously committed 

human rights violations, this is 
not a reason to disregard those 
made by Israel. Although Pal-
estine doesn’t have the same 
rights as a full-fledged state, its 
non-member observer statehood 
status allows it to be recognized 
as a legitimate sovereign entity 
in the eyes of the United Nations. 

Israel continues to disregard 
this. Over half a million Israe-
lis have moved onto Palestin-
ian Occupied Territory, which 
Amnesty International, a well-
known human rights group says 

“contravene[s] international 
law…compound[ing] the litany 
of abuses of the human rights of 
Palestinians living in the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territories, in-
cluding their rights to adequate 
housing and water.” Amnesty In-
ternational again claims “Human 
rights violations by Israeli forces 
in the Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritories (OPT) have included…
home demolitions and the forced 
eviction of Palestinian families; 
punitive arrests, unfair trials, ill-
treatment and torture of detain-

ees and the use of excessive or 
lethal force to subdue nonviolent 
demonstrations as well as the use 
of restrictive legal means.”

This is not to say that the 
Palestinian government is an 
example to follow. It has also 
committed war crimes and has 
tortured and killed detainees.  
However, Israel should shoulder 
the mantle of responsibility when 
it comes to ending the bloodshed, 
further pursuing peace talks, and 
compromising on divisive issues 
because they are the superior 
country.  

On April 2, 2013, an armed 
group in Gaza launched rockets 
across the border. The Israeli Air 
Force responded by bombing 
suspected terrorist sites in Gaza. 
No one was killed in either at-
tack. The contrasts between the 
two bombings show the techno-
logical and military superiority 
that Israel has at its disposal.  Is-
rael shouldn’t allow fringe-right-
wing military groups, who have 
hijacked the Palestinian national 
movement, to incessantly fire on 
them.  They have a right to live in 
peace and defend their citizens, 
just as any other country does. 
But Israeli actions haven’t made 
it feasible for a more moderate 
Palestinian candidate to come to 
power.

With constant Israeli-Pales-
tinian strife, many Palestinian 
youth are growing to resent Is-
rael and view it as the aggres-
sor.  This polarization between 
the two nations is making it 
harder for compromise to be 
found. Some claim that Israel 
has only acted in self-defense, 
but I believe that Israel has, like 
the United States, overstepped 
its bounds.

Both Israel and Palestine 
have their faults, but Israel, be-
ing economically and militarily 
superior, should take it upon it-
self to find a solution for peace. 
We already have a huge deficit 
and sending monetary aid to 
Israel is just not something our 
country can afford. The current 
Israeli administration has made 
questionable decisions regarding 
Palestinian civilians and their 
human rights. 

By placing a foot in the Is-
raeli conflict, we have allowed 
ourselves to be sucked into per-
petual conflict in the Middle 
East, which is creating further 
problems of its own, and con-
tinues to damage our standing 
in the area. America, in order 
to be fiscally responsible and 
to strive for further peace in the 
region, should remain neutral in 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu welcomes Presi-
dent Barack Obama during a ceremony in Israel on March 20, 
2013. 

by William MacKay ‘15

America’s immigration policy needs rethinking 

On April 10, 2013, thousands rallied in front of the U.S Capitol building in Washington, D.C. 
in favor of immigration reform that includes a path to citizenship for undocumented immi-
grants.

Olivier Douliery/Abaca Press/MCT

Ahikam Seri/AA/Abaca Press/MCT



7The PosTscriPT Commentary May 3, 2013

by Hannah Block ‘15

Why do we laugh at online posts of pain and terror?
Our society has a pervasive problem: 

we lack empathy. Humans show a mali-
cious capability to laugh at all sorts of 
injuries and pain, and I want to know why.

This capability is openly displayed on-
line, where there is a multitude of .gifs—
short clips that loop endlessly—showing 
people being frightened, hurt, and feeling 
upset. Some videographers have received 
criticism for grabbing their cameras to re-
cord a blunder rather than helping the per-
son being recorded. Other videographers 
purposefully set up a scenario for a victim 
to get hurt or frightened. Oftentimes, the 
videographer coincidentally happens to 
be filming.

One example of our depressing incapa-
bility to empathize can be seen in numer-
ous video clips depicting someone failing 
to perform a stunt on a bike. Instead of 
the desired result, the biker ends up run-
ning his or her face into the ground at high 
speed. We never see the aftermath, just the 
failed attempt, and people find it hilarious.

Why? Personally, I find nothing funny 
about a little kid unable to brake,  smash-
ing into a tree. Instead, I find myself think-
ing about the resulting pain. The people 
in the scene rarely find it funny, either. 
If someone smashed their head into the 
ground right in front of you, would you 
laugh or try to help them?

This isn’t the only manifestation of 
our indifference. I’ve never been one for 
horror, but I was particularly sickened by 
a recent viral video that depicted other 
people in real-life horror scenarios. Bra-
zilian hidden camera TV show The Silvio 
Santos Program set up an elevator such 
that unsuspecting riders found themselves 
trapped in a haunted elevator, complete 
with flickering lights and a girl appearing 
out of nowhere. 

Watchers thought it was hilarious, but 
I could only imagine how the victim felt 
and ended up closing the video soon after 
I started watching. The kicker was that 
viewers agreed that they’d be reacting 
similarly to the elevator riders, but nev-
ertheless laughed instead of empathizing.

As for videogames, even I don’t mind 
blowing up a cartoony AI (although I do 
prefer it sans blood). In fact, most people 
have probably heard the argument that 
videogames can result in the player be-
coming more violent as well. People can 
make their own real-life conclusions, but 
either way, it is clear that there is no in-
game connection with the victim. Other-
wise, that type of game wouldn’t be so 
popular.

In the end, I don’t care if people want to 
go to a haunted house. I do care, however, 
if they force an unwilling friend to come 
along and then laugh at their reactions. I 

particularly care if that person films his 
or her friend’s reaction and posts it on-
line. Why human suffering is entertain-

ment fodder is beyond me, because clearly 
the people at the other end of the camera 
aren’t enjoying it.

Park students are privileged and refuse to acknowledge it
by Sophie Neiman’13

This is my last Postscript article. Ever. 
In penning my final piece for a paper 

that’s been home to countless numbers 
of my liberal commentaries over the 
past four years, I began to think about 
the things that really matter. What have I 
loved here and what have I hated? What 
will I miss and what do I want to leave 
behind?

 Privilege at Park and the way we 
talk—or don’t talk—about money and 
entitlement here have always puzzled and 
bothered me. Park, like any private institu-
tion, is a place of enormous wealth, but as 
a school, we do very little to acknowledge 
and confront that fact.

For example, there’s an expectation 
that juniors and seniors will be able to 
drive to school in their very own cars the 
moment they pass their license tests. I’ve 
heard Security Director Bob Peck talk 
about students driving multiple times, 
read several Postscript articles on how 
hard it is to park here, and been witness 
to hallway conversations and arguments 
about leveling the horse pasture to make 
another lot. 

What I hear rarely, if at all, is any seri-
ous conversation about creating an afford-
able busing system or a carpool program 
that stretches beyond our annual carpool 
day. Instead, there is an innate and un-
questioned assumption that everyone can 
either drive or pay for the bus. 

Beyond parking, think about the 

amount of “stuff” Park students are obli-
gated to purchase for any semi-significant 
rite of passage. For example, at the begin-
ning of senior year, students are expected 
to buy tee shirts to wear on the first day, so 
we can all show what good friends we are 
and scare the freshmen without actually 
hazing them. 

While it costs about $20 for a shirt that 
only a few members of my grade have 
worn more than once, the senior class 
never talked about what we were asking 

cartoon by Tymani Ratchford ‘14

of each other, or how much $20 might 
be to a particular family. Instead, a few 
people posted designs on Facebook over 
the summer, with the implied expecta-
tion that everyone could pay.   Of course, 
a month later all the senior girls had to 
buy matching tank tops for Homecoming. 
Something that is supposed to bring us 
closer together only creates division by 
treating $20 like pocket change. 

Although students unable to afford 
the shirts could get money from Dean of 

Students Traci Wright, this isn’t enough, 
because it does nothing to account for 
embarrassment. Further, there’s no alter-
native for the middle; students can techni-
cally afford the clothing, but don’t really 
have cash to blow. 

Come Prom time, girls post their dress-
es on Facebook, so as to ensure that no one 
buys the same gown, but hardly acknowl-
edge how expensive these dresses are or 
the pressure this creates for people who 
can’t afford or don’t want to spend $100 
or more on a dress.

Sometimes issues of privilege are more 
ingrained and less obvious. For example, 
every week a particular student is expect-
ed to bring snack to advisory.  Again, there 
is zero discussion on what it might cost 
one student to feed about 10 others on a 
number of days throughout the year, or 
how humiliating it is to tell your adviser 
or peers that your family can’t afford to 
buy snack.

In essence, many of us go around 
school showing off how much we have, 
without thinking about it, even by doing 
something as simple as getting Jasmine’s 
for lunch or a grande pseudo-coffee from 
Starbucks on the way to school.  

Issues of privilege have become so 
ingrained in our daily lives that we fail 
to notice them. A culture of silence sur-
rounds wealth. Perhaps we fear alienating 
people. But, at Park, anyone who can’t 
spend money all the time or drive their 
own car has already been alienated. Some-
thing must be done. cartoon by Sasha Fishman ‘14
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by Sheridan Merrick ‘15

School of Buffalo seemed to be 
more focused on lectures and 
note taking.

Outside of the classrooms, 
the Buffalo campus comprises 
34 acres, including woods and 
a pond with geese. The campus 
was very outdoor-oriented, with 
many different buildings and 
halls dedicated to different sub-
jects. As a result, students spend 
a lot of time outside walking 
to their classes. They take ad-
vantage of their campus a lot, 
whether by coming together to 
build a boardwalk or creating a 
butterfly garden. 

The Park School of Buffalo 
is also much closer to its neigh-
bors than we are, having houses 
right across the street. The prox-
imity to this community, which 
reminds me of Roland Park or 
Stoneleigh, allows the school 
to open its campus up to make 
a more immediate impact in the 

The Park School is a progres-
sive K-12 school celebrating its 
centennial year. Thought that 
sentence was unique to us? Well 
as it turns out, it isn’t. 

The Park School of Buffalo is 
also a progressive K-12 school 
celebrating its centennial year, 
and over spring break Zoe Feld-
man ’15, Beth Weissman ’14, 
and I were able to spend a day 
there.

It all started this summer, 
when Feldman was looking up 
different Park Schools online. 
When she stumbled across the 
Park School of Buffalo, she was 
surprised by all of the similari-
ties between our schools and was 
intrigued as to how we could use 
these similarities to connect with 
the school. 

2-1-2, a year-long initiative 
that allows students to work 
on various projects aimed at 
thinking about and improving 
our school, seemed the perfect 
opportunity to do just this.  So, 
Feldman proposed the “Balti-
more to Buffalo” group to ex-
plore the connections between 
the two schools. 

“My goal during the 2-1-2 
thing was to just form at least 
a little connection, because the 
two schools have so much in 
common,” Feldman said. 

Over Spring break, neither 
Feldman, Weissman, nor I had 
plans out of town, so we drove 
(with Feldman’s mom) six hours 
to Buffalo to see the “other” Park 
School. 

When we first arrived, stu-
dents were having their annual 
“Pie Celebration” on March 14, 
3/14, to honor the number 3.14. 
Students from the “orange” and 
“brown” teams, the school’s 

colors, recite as many digits of 
pi as they can. At the end of the 
contest, the leader of the winning 
team gives that of the losing team 
a pie in the face. 

 Naturally, we felt right at 
home. 

“It was so much fun. Every-
one there was really welcom-
ing and open just like every-
one here would be,” Feldman 
said.  

As for classes, I attended 
yearbook, physics, AP govern-
ment, psychology, and “Senior 
Seminar.” The students felt very 
comfortable with their teachers 
and had individual relationships 
with them. They were also in-
volved in the community and 
were encouraged to become 
creative individuals. Seniors do 
Senior Projects very similar to 
ours, ranging from building ca-
noes to constructing a bridge in 
the woods by the school. There 

are also many student-run clubs; 
the one I attended was planning 
its second concert this year to 
raise money for charity.

The three main differences I 
noticed in the school were the 
number of students, the amount 
of discussion, and the layout of 
the campus. 

To begin with, the size of 
the student body is signifi-
cantly smaller than ours–we 
have around 900 kids, whereas 
they only  have 300. This made 
classes smaller, and it also meant 
that the lower, middle, and upper 
schools were more connected. 

Next, the classes I attended 
were much less discussion-based 
than ours are. Discussion is such 
a key part of our curriculum to 
the extent that a lot of classrooms 
have the desks set up in circles, 
allowing everyone to see each 
other and contribute. In contrast 
to this, the classes at the Park 

A parallel universe:  The Park School of Buffalo
community. What we call the 
“Park bubble” doesn’t seem to 
be nearly as present in Buffalo.

We can learn valuable things 
from the Park School of Buffalo. 
Everyone there was extremely 
kind to those of us who visited, 
and it was great getting to know 
everyone.  The sense of commu-
nity is very strong, and their ini-
tiative to be a part of the greater 
community is really admirable. 

Most importantly, however, 
we have made a connection. Due 
to this new connection, middle 
schoolers from the Park School 
of Buffalo will be visiting us in 
May. By reaching out we not only 
learn about the outside world, but 
about our own community. In 
our last couple of days, our 2-1-
2 group worked on putting to-
gether a PowerPoint presentation 
highlighting the similarities and 
differences between the schools 
to show to our community. 

It’s not about competing with 
another school--it’s about taking 
advantage of a connection. Hav-
ing this other perspective allows 
us a unique opportunity to see 
what progressive education can 
be, and how we can make ours 
better.

photos  by Z. Feldman ‘15
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Remembering third grade teacher Jonathan Knowles
Sitting pretzel-style on 

the diamond-patterned 
classroom rug, Jessie 
[Lamworth ‘14] and I 
gazed with wide, third-
grade eyes up at Mr. 
Knowles’ pensive expres-
sion. “I’m going to ask you 
to remember a number,” he 
said.  He continued to stare 
out the window, slowly 
rocking back and forth in 
his chair.

“Seven,” he declared, 
“but I know you won’t re-
member it.”  For the rest 
of the day, through art and 
music, P.E. and snack time, 
we muttered the number 
over and over again under 
our breath, drumming it 
into our memories.    

This past week, upon 
hearing of Mr. Knowles’ 

Jonathan loved Chess, walks in the 
woods, dogs, the Park School philosophy, 
petoskey stones, wasabi peas, arguments, 
laughter, Mahatma Gandhi, Bob Dylan, 
Tom Waits, Fred Rogers, The Waltons, 
and third graders.  

His ideas and spirit are present in ev-
erything I do with my third graders. He 
was a gifted teacher and a loyal friend.  
Working with him made me a better 
teacher and being his friend made me a 
better person.  

—Emily Biscoe, Third Grade

Third grade specifically stood 
out to me because of Mr. Knowles’s 
unique and creative style of teaching. 
I can fully recall the moment when 
I walked into the new classroom on 
the first day.  We started by learn-
ing how to flip a marker and catch it 
perfectly—a skill we then practiced 
every day. The school year with Mr. 
Knowles is one I will never forget, 
and I find myself remembering small 
details about it every day.

 —Margot Kahn ‘15

I’d like to start by saying that the year 
I spent in Mr. Knowles’ class was one of 
the best I’ve spent at Park. Although I 
may not have learned great cursive or 
got my multiplication tables down “like 
butter,” I picked up skills that I carry to 
this day. He would always say that third 
grade was a transition year, one where 
we would mature and move into the 
next stage of our education. 

I believe that he not only proclaimed 
it so but made it so.  That year Mr. 

Knowles embodied the meaning of 
progressive education and Park’s motto, 
“Learn to think.” 

We were constantly challenged, 
not with tests of knowledge but with 
tests of teamwork, problem solving and 
imagination. This ranged from teaching 
ourselves to tie square knots to build-
ing our shelter project as a class. Mr. 
Knowles threw ideas into the air; as 
they floated by, all we had to do was 
grab them. 

—Matthew Singer ‘15

Mr. Knowles was the most memorable 
teacher of my lowers school experience, 
and one of the greatest men I will ever 
have the pleasure to learn from. He wasn’t 
overly instructive or mandating because 
he possessed an innate child-like curiosity 
about him. We learned with Mr. Knowles, 
not from him. 

He used to tell us about a particular 
guitar chord he was struggling with; as 
we struggled to complete our times tables, 

he struggled to keep his thumb behind the 
neck of the guitar. “We are all tai-chi mas-
ters in training,” he often reminded us. We 
are all students, all learners, none fully 
formed. And we all are approaching our 
own state of equilibrium. 

In the bottom corner of my bedroom 
door you will find, scribbled in sloppy 
pen, “Master in training.” I think he had 
life figured out.

—Baird Acheson ‘15

Jonathan Knowles was a third grade teacher at Park from 1999-2006 and was 
well-known for his creativity and innovative thinking. Even after his departure, his 
former students and co-workers felt his presence in their work and daily habits. 
Jonathan died on March 23 from health issues. Students, faculty and staff remember 
him fondly and offer these tributes.

Mr. Knowles’s steel-wool beard and 
mustache moved up and down as he an-
nounced our plans for after recess. “Today 
is finally the day to move out of the trailer 
and into our permanent classroom.” His 
hands adjusted his perfectly round glasses, 
moving them closer to his nose, hiding 
his bushy eyebrows. “Can everyone help 
by taking some things to our new class-
room?” he asked.  

My eyes jumped to the dull wooden 
shelf of board games and clear containers 
filled with colorful math blocks. I stacked 
all seven boxes on top of each other, all 
on top of Stratego, followed by Clue and 
Guess Who. With wobbly legs and im-
paired vision due to the boxes covering 
my eyes, I started my journey. 

I conquered the treacherous trailer 
steps, peaking through the clear plastic 
bins in front of my eyes. Mr. Knowles, 
only carrying a pack of whiteboard mark-
ers, followed my trail. All of a sudden, the 
top box flew forward, hitting the sidewalk 
as its lid popped off. I knelt down beside 
the wreckage to reclaim my cargo. 

 “Shira, I can’t believe you thought 
you could carry all of those boxes.” Mr. 
Knowles rubbed his cracked fingers 
through his beard, examining the scene. 
I watched him as he began to collect the 
shards of plastic and carry the remaining 
boxes to our new classroom. 

Once I put my remaining boxes on 
the table in our new classroom, I hiked 
back to the trailer to regroup. “I still have 
the most expensive item left: my mini-
refrigerator,” said Mr. Knowles. “And 
you’ll never guess whom I am going to 
ask to carry it. Shira.” Without offering a 
response, I obeyed his order and walked 
over to the fridge.

The entire class followed behind me 
like a parade as I ensured each foot was 
balanced on the concrete. I hovered over 
the same table containing my board games 
and carefully released each finger from 
underneath the refrigerator. It was safe; 
not a scratch. I lifted my head up and 
glanced to my right where Mr. Knowles’s 
mouth came out from hiding to lend me 
a smile. “See, I knew I could trust you.” 

—Shira Cohen ‘13

“Back then there seemed to be a gap or divide between the 
facilities staff  and the faculty. He bridged the gap. He was the 
first faculty member that helped me realize that even though 
we were different we had a lot of  similarities.”

—Amos Thompson, Facilities

passing, Jessie and I tried 
to shove all the biology-
lab-term-paper stress to 
the back of our minds and 
uncover the lower school 
memories we had forgotten 
about so long ago.  We sat 
in silence, the details of our 
third grade year returning 
in bits and pieces.  That’s 
when Jessie blurted out,

“Do you remember 
how Mr. Knowles made 
us remember a number?”  I 
looked up.  Simultaneously 
and without hesitation we 
both said it: “seven.”  Ex-
actly this number of years 
after third grade, both of us 
immediately remembered 
what was, in retrospect, 
a seemingly insignificant 
conversation. 

Neither of us can re-

call why he asked us to 
remember it, or whether 
he ever asked it about it 
again. What we are sure 
of, though, is the fact that 
Mr. Knowles’ inspiration, 
encouragement, and spon-
taneity have continued to 
resonate with us to this 
day.  

 —Lorenza  Ramirez  

Class of 2013 A Gifted Teacher Flipping Markers

Tai-chi masters in training

Learning to think

Remember a number

Class of 2014 photos courtesy Brownie 2005

Moving into the trailer

photo courtesy Brownie 2004
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by Hannah Blau ‘15 and 
Sheridan Merrick ‘15

Sophomores H. Blau and S. Merrick traveled New York City for an in-
terview with Jeremy Shamos, a 2012 Tony nominee for his role as 
Karl/Steve in the Broadway production of Clybourne Park.

photo courtesy S. Merrick ‘15

Before Theater Chair Peter King start-
ed directing our spring production of Cly-
bourne Park, his former student Jeremy 
Shamos had already mastered the show. 

Currently starring in the new Broadway 
play The Assembled Parties, Shamos’s 
performance as Karl/Steve in Broadway’s 
Clybourne Park earned him a 2012 Tony 
nomination. Through Shamos’s connec-
tion with King, we had the chance to talk 
to him and learn more about his career.

Waiting patiently back stage at the 

 “I think what is so wonderful about 
Clybourne Park is that it conveys a mes-
sage in the context of humor,” said Sarah 
Cohen ‘14, who played Kathy, a lawyer, 
in the second act. “What makes the play 
so effective is that it has things to say, but 
it’s also hilarious.” 

 “This play was easily the most com-
plex and one of the most challenging 

The play was used as a platform for 
many discussions about race, including a 
talk-back with the actors after the Friday 
night performance, a special screening 
just for faculty, and a discussion with all 
faculty members and the cast.

Additionally, the play spurred numer-
ous classroom conversations based on the 
performance and its content. 

plays I’ve ever been in at Park,” said Ben 
Levitsky ’13, who played Russ, a man 
who is struggling with  his son’s suicide, 
in the first act. 

“At times it’s very dark and intense,” 
he said, “and I’m proud of Peter King for 
working tirelessly to have this play put 
on. It opens the door for a lot of good 
discussion at Park.” 

“I think it says a lot about Park School 
that the administration supported putting 
on the production,”  King said. 

“And to not only put on the production, 
but then also to include making a special 
performance just for faculty and, a week 
later, to have a talk-back with the actors 
and  discuss race and white privilege with 
the faculty is unique,” he said. 

Clybourne Park sparks discussion about race

photos courtesy Shannon Bishop

Clybourne continued from p. 1

Left: Tom, a lawyer, (J. Sottak ‘13), and Clybourne Park residents Kevin (J. Walker ‘14) and Lena (M. Asmerom ‘13), argue over the future of the community 
throughout Act II. Right: Karl (W. McKay ‘15) tries to calm Lindsey (S. Gheorghiu ‘13) as she reacts to a number of offensive jokes.

A conversation with Broadway’s Jeremy Shamos
Samuel J. Friedman Theater,  we noticed 
that it was not so different from our own 
black box. Within a couple of minutes, 
Shamos came in through the stage door, 
and led us to his dressing room, where 
we were able to chat. People dressed in 
black hurried back and forth through the 
hallway.

“I wasn’t sure that I was going to be 
able to do (acting) for a living. But I want-
ed to from a pretty early age,” Shamos 
said. Cast in a Christmas pageant in fourth 
grade, Shamos fell in love with theater 
early on. He stuck with it through middle 
school at Colorado Academy, where he 

was taught by King, and eventually went 
to NYU Tisch for undergrad.

Like most recent college graduates, 
Shamos’s transition to the real world was 
a rough one. He spent the first three years 
waiting tables in the city, and doing the-
ater on the side for small sums.

“There were certainly times when I 
thought ‘this is not going to work out,’” 
he said. “I had so many friends who were 
trying to do the exact same thing who 
didn’t… have a skill or talent that different 
from mine, so it was hard to see yourself 
getting work.”

After three years of attempting to make 
it as an actor, he decided the next step 
was to go to graduate school, once again 
at NYU. With this new degree, “I could 
audition for the sort of things that I wanted 
to be in.”

Shamos’s prospects started looking 
much brighter after grad school, perform-
ing in multiple Broadway shows, includ-
ing Reckless, Glengarry Glenn Ross (with 
Al Pacino), and starring in the original 
cast of Clybourne Park.

“I was really proud of Clybourne 
Park,” he said. “We were with the play 
from the very beginning and so we feel 
connected to all the success that it had.”  
Shamos was kind enough to Skype with 
our own cast of Clybourne Park before it 
opened. “I like the collaboration,” he said.

Shamos’s characters in Clybourne Park 
(Karl/Steve) are considerably difficult, 
given that one is a racist and the other 
is certainly not afraid to offend anyone 
around him. “That’s part of the fun of 
acting. I feel like inside myself I could 

be a lot different… in different circum-
stances,” said Shamos.

So what’s the difference between an 
amateur production and a Tony-award-
winning show on Broadway? “It’s all a 
little bit more polished and professional, 
but in general it’s the same,” said Shamos. 
“People do things for you that they don’t 
really need to do on Broadway… like 
hanging up your clothes. Most actors are 
used to working…where you wouldn’t 
even think of someone hanging up your 
clothes.”

Though we may not have those luxu-
ries, the main thing that stuck with us was 
how similar our own theater is to a Broad-
way theater. I’m not saying that we should 
start charging $200 per ticket (sorry, Pe-
ter) but, as Shamos said, “It’s always the 
same when the lights come up—you’re 
doing a play.”  

photo courtesy daily actor.com

Jeremy Shamos played the dual roles 
of Karl and Steve in Clybourne Park 
on Broadway.
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There are a number of 
opportunities for the 

creatively inclined to express 
themselves in the Upper 
School: Parksingers,Vocal 
Chords, Eightnotes, and Jazz 
Ensemble for musicians; Senior 
Studio and Junior Portfolio for 
visual artists; and various plays 
and musicals for those who are 
theatrical. But there is also a 
space for budding young writ-
ers: Yawp, the Upper School’s 
under-the-radar literary maga-
zine-turned-writing workshop, 
spearheaded by English teacher 
and part-time Beowulf imper-
sonator Kirk Wulf. 

Yawp was founded and 
originally run by Greg Brandt, 
and then by Kevin Coll, who 
christened it. The nonsensical 
word comes from a line in the 
poem “Song of Myself,” by 
Walt Whitman, who wrote: “I 
too am not a bit tamed, I too 
am untranslatable, I sound my 
barbaric yawp over the roofs of 
the world.”

Yawp has at times come 
under fire for its spotty publica-
tion (an issue has yet to come 
out this year) and its public 
perception as “not being a real 
thing,” Wulf said.  He doesn’t 
deny that its publication record 
somewhat pales in comparison 
to that of other school publica-
tions. To him, Yawp has always 
been more of a “loose and in-
tractable series of events, rather 
than a publication.” 

He also expressed interest in 
changing the format of a Yawp 
publication from the bound 
physical object of its past to 
an online, rolling post format, 
similar to the online ’zines of 
the 1990s. The chief difficulty 
in establishing this, Wulf said, 
is the paucity of work submit-
ted to Yawp. Before Park, he 
worked at a progressive school 
in Massachusetts, where a large 
and varied group of students 
had individual writing that they 
would submit to the literary 
journal. “Fifteen or 20 people 
would show up for workshops, 
and you’d have to go around to 
kids and sort of shake them for 
stuff, but at the end of the day 
we’d have maybe 100 pieces, 
and those were what we made 
the magazine from,” said Wulf. 

There is no similar group of 
consistent contributors here, 
possibly in part due to the com-
mon perception of Yawp and to 
the loss of a dedicated group of 

seniors who led the club and its 
publication efforts last year. In 
their absence, focus has shifted 
from publication to more in-
depth workshopping of pieces, 
although some in the group 
support a return to publishing.

Although the club has been 
struggling with its identity 
lately, the small group of stu-
dents who do attend Yawp find 
it to be a valuable experience. 
Gabby Reamer ’14 joined in 
her freshman year after be-
ing encouraged to join by a 
group of seniors in Yawp. “The 
environment was welcoming 
from the start, so I kept com-
ing back for good work and 
conversation,” she said. Jesse 
Berns-Zieve ’15 was intrigued 
due to a family connection: “I 
knew my sister [Rose Berns-
Zieve ‘11] had been involved 
during her time at Park, and I 
wanted to see what it was like,” 
he said. 

Reamer also appreciates the 
supportive environment she 
finds in Yawp meetings and 
workshops. “I find a unique 
group of soft-spoken indi-
viduals in Yawp who devote 
themselves to their writing, and 
I don’t think I could ask for 
more when looking for a warm, 
constructive environment to 
work in,” she said. 

The critique and inspiration 
she has found in Yawp also 
convinced her to begin earnest 
work on a small collection 
of poetry, which she plans 
to release in small “Yawp-
like” books. “I wouldn’t have 
thought of the idea without 

Yawp in the first place,” she 
said. On the other hand, Berns-
Zieve simply appreciates the 
chance to share writing outside 
of a strictly formal environment 
like Postscript. “Yawp is a great 
space for us to share whatever 
is on our mind through writing. 
That’s a rare experience.”

Ultimately, though, Wulf, 
Reamer, and Berns-Zieve all 
agree that for Yawp to get off 
the ground as a legitimate pub-
lication, it needs more student 
submissions. “I think one of the 
most valuable parts of writing 
is that it can be shared, and I 
think we should take advan-
tage of that through publishing 
’zines,” said Berns-Zieve. Stu-
dents with a passion for writing 
should check out this underap-
preciated resource, whether to 
hone their own writing skills or 
to connect with their peers in a 
creative environment. Reamer 
also cited another less serious, 
but no less prolific, product 
from her time at Yawp. “I’ve 
also stuck around for the hilari-
ous Kirk tidbits that I collect 
from his rantings,” she said.  

daring to 
write for...
by Grace Croley ‘15 Streaming HBO GO on my 

mom’s iPad was the only thing 
that kept my family sane when 
we lost electricity for a week over 
the summer. Though it is embar-
rassing to admit, I am somewhat 
addicted to television. All week I 
impatiently anticipate Thursday 
night, when a new episode of The 
Office airs. When my parents ac-
cidentally delete the recording 
before I have a chance to watch 
it, I tend to go into a minor panic. 
New resources, however, provide 
ways to eliminate this issue and 
offer a different approach for TV 
viewing. 

Netflix, founded in 1997, was 
initially meant to serve as a way 
for customers to rent movies 
online, which would then be de-
livered to their homes. Over the 
years, Netflix has evolved into a 
place where people can not only 
order movies, television shows, 
and video games, but can also 
stream movies and shows di-
rectly on a computer or gaming 
console, without having to wait 
for a DVD to arrive in the mail. 
On January 31, Netflix even re-
leased its own 13-episode series, 
House of Cards. Netflix charges 
a monthly fee to all viewers. “I 
am subscribed to Netflix and I 
love it!” said Brianna Rifkin, ’15. 
“It has the shows and seasons 
that I want.” 

Founded 10 years later in 
2007, Hulu gives free access to 
hundreds of television programs 
online. With a monthly subscrip-
tion, Hulu Plus includes a wider 
variety of shows and more epi-
sodes of shows already available 
on Hulu. Netflix and Hulu Plus 
are the two most popular paid on-
line streaming websites, with 40 
percent and 12 percent of mar-
ket share, respectively. There are 
also dozens of other websites that 
offer similar products.

According to a recent sur-
vey by Nielsen, one of the most 
prominent research companies in 
the world, “51 percent of people 
said they watched TV on lap-
tops, 49 percent said they used 
an Apple iPad, 37 percent used 
a tablet computer and 42 percent 
said they used video-enabled 
smartphones.” 

“I prefer watching TV online 
because I can get it wherever and 
whenever I want. Also I always 
have my laptop with me, so it’s 
more convenient,” said Brian 
May ’14. 

The reasoning behind online 
streaming is obvious. “I always 
have my computer with me, it’s 

by Samantha Max ‘14

How we watch 
what we watch

more convenient, and I get the 
shows I want with the click of a 
button,” said Rifkin. These perks 
are only theoretical, though. 
While having the ability to watch 
a show on a smartphone no mat-
ter where you are seems appeal-
ing, it is not particularly practi-
cal. Even the bulkiest phones 
have screens no larger than the 
size of an index card. It can be 
somewhat nauseating to focus 
on such a small screen for an 
extended period of time. 

Not to mention, strong Inter-
net, Wi-Fi, or cell connection is 
necessary for online streaming. 
Sub-par connection results in an 
unwelcome interruption by the 
dreaded pinwheel and “buffer-
ing” message. Shows and mov-
ies can take minutes, even hours 
to load. And the most obvious 
downside to streaming shows 
on the Internet is the quality of 
the picture. Cable television visu-
als have progressed immensely 
over the years; watching HDTV, 
a viewer can almost forget that 
the characters are only pixels on 
a screen, and not actually stand-
ing right in front of them.

The fact of the matter is that, 
in terms of quality, cable still sur-
passes online streaming. Though 
it is more expensive, cable is ul-
timately a worthwhile cost. Un-
like Internet streaming, cable has 
been improved and perfected for 
decades. There are now hundreds 
of channels to choose from. De-
vices such as DVR and TiVo 
allow customers to record pro-
grams and watch them whenever 
they desire. 

Brian Stelter of The New York 
Times wrote on January 31 in 
“New Way to Deliver a Drama: 
All 13 Episodes in One Sitting,”  
that “networks are adapting to the 
general shift from on-a-schedule 
to on-demand viewing.” Not to 
mention that watching The Ra-
vens in the Super Bowl in high 
definition on a 60-inch plasma 
screen television is a much more 
engaging experience than watch-
ing it on a four-inch-wide iPhone. 

Online streaming certainly 
has the potential to be revolu-
tionary. It provides a convenient, 
portable, and inexpensive way 
to watch television and movies. 
However, like all new technol-
ogy, it still has its glitches. At the 
moment, it seems that cable will 
remain in most households for 
a while. Cable shouldn’t get too 
comfortable though, because in 
a few years, Internet streaming 
could be taking over living rooms 
across the world.  
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Sussing out sports
by Eric Sussman‘13

Watching discs flying over the tree 
line as I stood there in my helmet, stick 
in hand, I dreamed of the day when I 
could join the students screaming and 
diving after Frisbees.

There is something magical about 
playing Ultimate Frisbee. Like many 
other sports your success is self-deter-
mined, in addition to relying heavily on 
strategy. However, the feel of the game 
is much different. There is almost some-
thing primal about leaping for a Frisbee, 
feeling like you are in slow motion as 
you are floating in the air trying to catch 
the hovering disc and slamming into the 
ground, only to rise covered in dirt.

The sport is also very fluid. There 
is really no knowing what is going to 
happen next besides your gut feeling; 
you sense every play developing. At its 
best, it results in complete non-verbal 
communication—no plays, no ordering 
around, and no pointing—just complete 
immersion into the game after you buy 
into how powerful your team can actu-
ally be. 

Although it has expanded from its 
hippy roots, the sport is still mainly as-
sociated with college quads. While these 
assumptions are generally true, there 
are still thriving Frisbee communities 
throughout the world. 

Park is no exception. The Frisbee 
community here is lively. With games 
played every Monday and Thursday af-
ter school, sometimes with upwards of 
40 students, the sport is more popular 
than any other. And although the games 
themselves are inviting, the welcom-
ing culture is what really sets this sport 
apart. 

For starters there is complete trust. 
No referees and few rules allow the 
game to be determined by participants.
This trust—which almost exactly em-
bodies the school’s positive expecta-
tions model—helps to further tighten 
the bond among peers and teachers. 

The community formed around play-
ing the sport has made me grow to love 
the game more. Looking forward to days 
when I could escape my workload and 
stress for an hour, while playing with 
friends and teachers, was something 
I’ve never experienced in any other 
sport.

Although it only accounted for a 
small portion  of my high school expe-
rience, Ultimate Frisbee was invaluable. 
I’m going to miss my time chasing after 
a plastic disc in the meadow. 

I have been on the Postscript staff all 
my four years in high school. With the 
understanding that this would be the last 
Postscript article I ever write, I decided to 
approach it in a different way. I have writ-
ten numerous sports articles, but none that 
are about the team that I am playing on.

I play soccer, basketball, and lacrosse, 
and while I would say that lacrosse has 
never been my favorite to play, there are 
so many other aspects of this season that 
are making it memorable for me. 

As I write this article, the Boys’ Varsity 
Lacrosse team is 2-5 in conference. While 
that may not seem like the best record in 
the world, it doesn’t accurately reflect the 
way this season has gone. Last season, we 

won a total of two games, and those two 
wins didn’t come until the last two games 
of the season. This year, we already have 
reached that two wins mark despite losing 
some key players from last year’s team. 

One trait that has been consistent 
throughout this season is that our coaches 
have acknowledged how hard we play. I 
think that is characteristic of every team 
I have played on at Park. We fight hard to 
the end of each game and that has made us 
contenders in every game we play. 

For the past four years, the team has 
included five other members of my grade: 
my brother Seth Danels, Alex Kouwen-
hoven, Randy Conney, Andrew Katz, and 
David Godon.  And the crazy thing is that 
this is our last go. Therefore, we are giv-
ing everything we have to make this last 

season memorable, and everyone on the 
team has done the same.

I could go on and on about how great 
the coaching staff is, how it’s an honor 
to play for Mr. Mal for a seventh season, 
how the lacrosse team always has a much 
stronger team bond than other sports, how 
great it is to be a senior on the lacrosse 
team, how nice the feeling of being sig-
nificant and impactful is.  But I don’t want 
to just talk about each of these. Instead, 
one game we played this year exemplifies 
what the lacrosse team is all about.

A few weeks ago we lost 17-5 to Saints 
Peter and Paul, the defending B confer-
ence champions. However, we went down 
to Easton on April 16 with a new game 
plan and a new mindset hoping to avenge 
that loss. We played so well as a team that 
we were winning 6-3 at halftime. Unfortu-
nately, our lead slowly slipped away and 
we ended up losing the game 12-8. In a 
game where the Bruins were expected to 
get crushed, we actually almost won the 
game. The next day we were so sore and 
tired from that game that everyday actions, 
like walking, were a bit of a struggle. 

I hope that I am able to be a role model 
for younger team members and that they 
can get as much out of playing sports for 
Park as I did. Later that day, knowing that 
we were all sore and tired from the game, 
Mr. Mal said, “You know why you guys 
feel like this right? It’s because both teams 
played hard and that game yesterday, that 
was a lacrosse game.”

 In my eyes, this is shows one of the 
main aspects of Park athletics—leaving 
everything you have in you on the field. 

Walking off the field: the final season
by Reid Danels’13

photo courtesy Paul Freedman

Kouwenhoven, Conney, and R. Danels (left to right, front) leave the field after 
a game in 2011, during their sophomore year.

You can start to feel it. The temperature 
is rising, the sun is beginning shine, and 
purple is even beginning to turn orange 
and black.  Yes, the Orioles are back in 
town. 

Their season kicked off April 2 in 
Tampa Bay, and it looks to be a prom-
ising one, as the Orioles are coming off 
one of their most successful seasons in 
recent memory—one in which the team 
won 90 plus games and made it all the way 
to an American League Division Series 
showdown with the New York Yankees. 
Baltimore fans are starting to get excited 
about baseball again. 

After only a handful of games in this 
new season, the Orioles have already 
started to rekindle some of their magic 
from last year. For instance, veteran first 
baseman Chris Davis started off the 2013 
season with four consecutive games with 
a home run. This historic feat was magni-
fied on the fifth of April when Davis hit a 

grand slam to win the game for the O’s in 
front of a sold out crowd at Camden Yards. 

The atmosphere at the stadium was 
electric, and even players are beginning 
to catch this orange fever. Some even 
took to Twitter to project their excitement. 
Oriole’s insider for MASN 
sports, Roch Kubatko 
quoted center fielder 
Adam Jones as saying 
“We’re just having 
fun.” 

This thrilling 
style of baseball has 
certainly also been 
exciting for the fans 
as well. “At first every-
thing seemed pretty qui-
et,” said Sara Lerner ’15 who 
attended Opening Day,  “but when Chris 
Davis hit his home run everyone was on 
their feet. The stadium was electric. No 
one sat down and no one stopped cheer-
ing. For the rest of the baseball game, 
Camden Yards felt alive,” she said. 

I have been to two games so far this 
season:  one Orioles win and one loss.  
On April 20 when the Orioles beat the 
Dodgers, the Stadium also felt as if was 
“alive.” The stadium was sold out that 
night and after every Oriole run score, 
enormous cheers would break out. Espe-

cially after a homerun in 
the sixth, when the famed 
“oh,oh,oh,oh,oh,oh” chant 
of the Ravens broke out. 

What might have been the 
more amazing game though, 
was the one Orioles lost ear-

lier in April. In this game, go-
ing into the bottom of the ninth, 

the Orioles were down but every 
fan was up. Although the chances of 

victory seemed bleak, it felt as if every 
fan expected a comeback victory. Until 
the last out every fan was waiting for one 
more instance of Oriole magic. It is truly 
great to see fans getting back into base-
ball not only at Park, but throughout the 
entire city. 

Getting back into baseball again
by Zach Wetzler ‘14


