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by Mollie Eisner ’17

for colored girls presents love and tragedy

Committee 
revamps
recycling

by Montana Love ’18

This year’s student-directed play, for col-
ored girls who have considered suicide / when 
the rainbow is enuf, was full of life—or rather, 
lives. Lives that were simultaneously vibrant, 
tragic, and funny. The play was directed by 
seniors Nile Fossett, Chinika Derrick, Pe-
ter Coulson, and Lauren Brooks, and starred 
Bunmi Osias ’17 (lady in brown), Jailyn Clark 
’17 (lady in yellow), Atira Koikoi ’17 (lady in 
purple), Ayjah Maggett ’17 (lady in red), Fossett  

(lady in green), Dakotah Jennifer ’18 (lady in 
blue), and Derrick (lady in orange). 

The play itself, written by Ntozake Shange, 
is technically challenging. Composed of cho-
reopoems (poems meant to be accompanied 
by music and dance), it is a play about loving 
and accepting women. Yes, many of the sto-
ries the women share speak about men, lov-
ing men, and the pain that comes from loving 
men. But, what holds the poems together, which 
alone may seem fragmented, is the ensemble—
scenes when the women are listening to each 
other—really listening, watching their sisters, Recycling, see p. 3

The school has introduced a new system for 
waste disposal.  A core group of the school’s 
Sustainability Task Force, headed by Lower 
School faculty members Ellen Hoitsma (Third 
grade), Twig George (Library), Director of Ac-
counting Lisa Quinting, and Director of Com-
munications Pete Hilsee, has helped to create 
a new waste system in an effort to encourage 
students to sort their trash among recycling, 
compost, standard waste, and TerraCycle —a 
method of recycling plastics that aren’t tra-
ditionally recyclable. Although changes have 
occurred across the entire school, the group par-
ticularly hopes to improve the habits of Upper 
School students.

TerraCycle has been an ongoing mission for 
Hoitsma and her third graders, who recently 
gave an assembly for the Upper School to en-
courage older students to contribute. In spite 
of their efforts, the group has not found tre-
mendous success in improving Upper School 
TerraCycling habits. 

empathizing with their sisters, going to them, 
dancing with them, holding them. A verse from 
the play encapsulates this feeling: “she held her 
head on her lap / the lap of her sisters soakin 
up tears / each understandin how much love 
stood between them / how much love between 
them / love between them / love like sisters.” 
Each actor deftly handled long, emotionally-
strenuous monologues. The play sparkled in 
scenes where the seven actors were together, 
dancing, laughing, and listening.

Ta-Nehisi Coates

Coates, see p. 3

Ta-Nehisi Coates, this year’s Wein-
berg Resident Journalist, addressed 
an overflowing Meyerhoff Theater on 
Monday March 7. Upper School stu-
dents, joined by 30 visitors from Balti-
more City College and City Neighbors 
High School, many of whom had at-
tended the Civil Rights trip this year, 
were captivated throughout his talk. 

Coates was originally scheduled to 
visit for a full day in September 2016, 
but because of conflicts, was only avail-
able to spend a half-day this week. 

Coates grew up in West Baltimore, 
and this experience shaped much of his 
ideology. He is currently a correspon-
dent for The Atlantic and has contrib-
uted work to several other publications. 

He published his first book, a mem-

oir entitled The Beautiful Struggle, in 
2008, and last summer released Between 
the World and Me, which won the Nation-
al Book Award for Nonfiction. In 2015 
Coates also received a “Genius Grant” 
from the John D. and Catherine T. Ma-
cArthur Foundation.

While Coates writes about a wide 
range of cultural, social, and political 
issues, he chose to focus on education 
and schools when speaking to the US. 
He addressed the divide between his ex-
periences in Baltimore’s public education 
system compared to the education Park 
students receive. He described Baltimore 
public schools to be “places where you 
go to prevent worse things from happen-
ing,” instead of focusing on providing 
children with the best education possible.

photos courtesy Jason Lee

photo by N. Blau ’18

Left: N. Fossett ’16 performs “some-
body almost walked off wid alla my 
stuff.” Top: J. Clark ’17 performs 
“graduation nite.”

Play, see p. 9

by Aerin Abrams ’16

Award-winning journalist speaks to US about education, race, and Baltimore
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Letting time go to waste

“It is what it is.” The words slip off the 
tongue, clear and true. For months, I have re-
acted to all news with that declaration. Retro-
spectively, I realize that this exclamation has not 
only been a staple of my speech, but rather a 
definition of the way I have been living my life. 

This lifestyle is derivative of the philoso-
phy of the Ancient Greek Stoics. Stoicism is 
an ancient school of philosophy that taught that 
virtuous people were untroubled by the pains 
and pleasures of life—which are often dictated 
by unpredictable Lady Luck. Stoics handle life 
through “mediations,” contemplation done ev-
ery morning of all the situations that could pos-
sibly arise throughout a day—good and bad. By 
understanding all possible outcomes in advance, 
they avoid the sharp anger and disappointment 
that arises from surprise. 

“It is what it is,” or “Going with the flow,” 
are extensions of this ancient mindset. The 
statements imply a distanced viewpoint in life, 
in which actions surrounding the person are 
simply out of control of the speaker. It is a pas-
sive method of existence. 

There are benefits to this: anxiety is nonex-
istent. Any question is utterly useless to stress 
about, as it is out of control. Worry falls to a 
similar fate. Disappointment, though still a fac-
tor, fades quickly because it is expected and 
handled. I failed that calc test. But it is what it is.

With these great advantages, I experienced 
some unexpected negative affects arising from 
my beliefs. My extreme subscription to my 
own philosophy eradicated almost all of my 
free will and determination. I did not treat my 
mistakes and actions as personal decisions to be 
analyzed and thought about, but rather ascribed 
their results to the natural will of the universe. 
This extraction from personal responsibility can 
seriously harm what should, and can be a self-
determined life.  

Secondly, belief can eradicate passion from 
existence. Rather than enjoying the absolute 
euphoric highs, and truly wallowing in the most 
painful, basest lows that define the spectrum of 
life, one exists at a constant, middling level.  It 
isn’t true happiness or melancholy—it is un-
broken contentment. 

Processing poor scores on tests, accepting 
college decisions, and getting denied from in-
ternships and interests with a “devil may care” 
attitude makes one feel invincible. But, after 
months, I realized that I was generating for my-
self a placid, uneventful, and unattached life. 

It has come time to shift philosophies. I have 
committed lately to reconnecting to things that 
matter to me, restoring my deep care, and al-
lowing true, unmitigated feelings to touch me. I 
have distanced myself from the crutch of believ-
ing in the influence of fortune, and now attempt 
to determine and act on that which happens to 
me. It no longer “is what it is,” in my mind, but 
it is “what I make it to be.”

by Nikita Shtarkman ’16

Seniors sprawled across 
benches, snuggled with back-
packs in corners, legs extended 
into the middle of the hallway: 
a common sight in the Upper 
School. Many with faces buried 
in their phones, and those without 
stare vacantly into space. Seniors 
are frozen by boredom and inac-
tion. 

Dreaming of future experience 
is more often a sedative than a 
source of motivation. The pros-
pect of college is something new 
and exciting, making it easy to 
disregard where we currently are. 
But that doesn’t mean it’s time to 
give up just yet on senior year, or 
high school. 

We have to remember that with 
the excitement and novelty of col-
lege also come work, responsibil-
ities, and restrictions. These next 
few months are probably going 
to be some of the freest of our 
lives. We are mostly absolved of 
our academic responsibilities, lots 
of us are 18 and older—adults—
and are at an age when we should 
be seeking experiences. 

Seniors should not let these 
next months slip away. This is 
not a time to wallow in inaction, 
or a time to sit idly dreaming, 
however exciting the prospect of 
college is.

And it’s not like we have any 
reason to be at such a standstill. 
Over the past few weeks, we’ve 
heard from artist Hasan Elahi, the 
for colored girls cast, and jour-
nalist Ta-Nehisi Coates. We can’t 
just continue to host speakers and 
hear from our own students with-
out any reaction. We’re lucky to 
have these opportunities, so why 
not take advantage and spark 
something?

We’ve listened to students 
have casual discussions about 
assemblies or plays after the 
fact, but rarely does anyone at-
tempt to take their thoughts past 
a hallway chat. But after Coates 
spoke on March 7, students who 
attended the Civil Rights trip, 
not only from Park but also from 
Baltimore City College and City 
Neighbors High School, made 
plans to keep their group together 
and share and execute ideas for 
activism and civic engagement.

And if it’s not activism, this 
could be a time to look inwards, 
exploring self-discovery and 
self-expression through art. Our 
school has a recording studio, art 
room, digital design studio, dark-
room, many student-run publica-
tions, and a library stocked with 
thousands of materials ranging 
from magazines to books of po-

‘It is what it is’ won’t do

cartoon by Nikita Shtarkman ’16

A eulogy for the last months of senior year
etry.

Park isn’t just limited to liter-
ary and artistic pursuits. From the 
extensive Arctic club, ISAMR, 
which is one of the greatest re-
search opportunities offered to 
high school students, to the suc-
cessful robotics team, that creates 

gleaming, whirring machines 
from scratch, there are plenty of 
ways to follow STEM interests.

If none of this sounds ap-
pealing, open the door and go 
out. Baltimore is a cultural hub. 
There are free museums, as Up-
per School art teacher Christine 

Tillman reminded us, concerts, 
galleries, and public parks. There 
are organized runs, parades, and 
festivals. So get out there and en-
gage. Sometimes, it is important 
to forget about what is coming 
next, and enjoy the situation we 
are currently in.
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Recycling program improved

Coates addresses inequality Jess Row ’93 reflects on race 
in writing workshops, assembly

Recycling, from p.1

MUN meets at Hopkins
by Abel Sapirstein ’17

Park’s Model United Nations (MUN) team 
attended its second conference of the year. The 
conference, hosted by Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity at the Baltimore Hilton hotel, took place 
from February 18 to 21. 

The Park MUN club is not unique; the MUN 
program is international, though largely cen-
tered in the United States. According to Cole 
Simon ’16, a leader of the club, the aim of the 
conferences and the club is to educate its mem-
bers about international relations. 

An additional focus of the conference was 
drafting resolutions for world problems. The 
conference, however, was purely educational 
and none of the resolutions that were passed are 
going on to the U. N. in New York. 

Park’s MUN team also attended another con-
ference in December held at Rutgers University. 
Different MUN members attended each confer-
ence. “Rutgers was a smaller, more advanced 
conference,” Simon said. “Because of the prox-
imity and rigor of JHUMUNC, it was a more 
accessible conference for the less experienced 
MUN members.”

During the conference each delegate is as-
signed to a committee. Although each member 
only attended one committee, they discussed 
multiple topics and issues. Seniors Hayley 
Miller, Tyra Whye, and Max Rotenberg all 
attended the Disarmament and International 
Security Committee (DISEC) in which they 
covered two issues: border security and perme-
ability and how to protect against Boko-Haram, 
an African Islamist terrorist group. 

Miller represented Cameroon. Rotenberg 
represented the deeply troubled nation of Libya. 
“We passed a resolution on Boko Haram that 
encouraged countries to provide military and 
monetary aid for education programs,” Miller 
said. 

As the committee meetings progressed, the 
group became significantly less productive. 
“With regards to Border Security, the winning 
resolution was to destroy all borders, because 
at this point a lot of the delegates were tired,” 
Miller said.  

While at the conference, delegates had a full 
schedule. The four committee meetings were at 
least three hours long each. On Saturday night, 
delegates took a break from committee to attend 
a conference-wide dance. 

Even though the event was held at the Hil-
ton, Johns Hopkins University sponsored the 
conference. Like most other MUN conferences 
undergraduate students supervised, and acted as 
directors on the various committees. 

At the end of the weekend, the delegates 
received awards based on who did the best jobs 
of furthering their agendas. Simon, a member 
of the International Olympic Committee, won 
the “honorable mention” award. According to 
Simon, this was effectively a third place award, 
behind the “best delegate” and “most distin-
guished delegate.” 

History teacher and MUN club faculty su-
pervisor Naadia Owens helped the relatively 
young group keep organized and made attend-
ing this conference possible. English teacher 
Angela Balcita assisted in chaperone duties for 
the weekend.

“I think they [high schoolers] are trying, but 
they’re just not trying hard enough,” Amelia 
Mogul ’25 said. They hope that the installment 
of new waste receptacles along with the grey 
TerraCycle bins will support their goals.

The initiative for a more efficient waste 
system started at a 2014 summer FACA in 
Nicaragua where a group of faculty members 
became inspired by the creative ways of reduc-
ing the waste they saw. The group came back 
to Park and began to identify areas of waste 
within the school and think of solutions to those 
problems. Their work resulted in promoting the 
third grade’s ongoing commitment to encour-
age TerraCycling throughout the school, and a 
renewal of the Sustainability Task Force (STF) 
to increase education for students and faculty 
members on how to reduce waste. 

However, Hoitsma and STF began to notice 
that the school community often threw most of 
its  recyclable and compostable things in the 
nearest receptacle. “It’s clear to me that a big 
part of the problem here is that many people 
aren’t taking the time to sort their waste,” 
Hoitsma said. “It’s much, much easier to put 
everything in the trash can.” 

The group realized that recycling cans were 
often not conveniently located and confusing. 
So the group consulted with an expert, Kylie 
Ford ’06, who specializes in assisting nonprofits 
with reducing waste. “She gave us some great 
ideas about differentiating waste bins by color 
and the shape of the opening, and that clear 
signage is also essential,” Hoitsma said.

Head of School Dan Paradis gave STF his 
full support to revamp the waste disposal sys-
tem.  All divisions of the school have seen the 
removal of the standard brown and black trash 

cans.  As of February 25, there are now three 
system receptacles throughout the school. All 
of the new bins are color coded and labeled. 
Hilsee created the graphics.  Blue bins equal 
recycling, green equal compost, orange equal 
standard waste/landfill, and the small, grey con-
tainers are for TerraCycling.  There are now 
large, and medium sets in various spaces based 
upon traffic flow. 

The group’s hope is that the new receptacles 
will make waste organization more obvious to 
students, and that the uniformity across the 
school will encourage students to sort more 
often. Hoitsma’s third graders are waiting for 
the protein bar wrappers to flow, batteries to be 
dropped and sneakers to be passed into those 
grey TerraCycle bins.

Although the members of the Sustainability 
Task Force understand that Park has a long way 
to go in reducing its ecological footprint, they 
believe these new containers are a step in the 
right direction. The group hopes that Park will 
continue to minimize its environmental impact 
far into the future. “We’re going to need a lot 
of people to stop the pollution,” Théo Guillet 
’25 said.

photo by N. Blau ’18
Jess Row ’93 addressed the Upper 
School as the Peter Baida ’68 Writer-
in-Residence. 

photo by N. Blau ’18
New recycling bins are part of an ef-
fort to reduce the amount of waste 
produced.

Every year, an accomplished writer visits to 
address the Upper School at assembly and to 
hold workshops with smaller groups. 

This year’s Peter Baida ’68 Writer-in-Resi-
dence was Jess Row ’93. After graduating from 
Park, and attending Yale, he taught English in 
China. His time there inspired his first short 
story collection, The Train to Lo Wu. Row has 
published a second short story collection, No-
body Ever Gets Lost, and in 2014 published his 
first novel, Your Face in Mine. 

Row has written numerous other short sto-
ries and essays, and many of them have won 
awards including the Whiting Writers Award 
and the PEN/O. Henry Award. Jess Row gave 
an assembly on Wednesday, February 24, be-
ginning with a reading from his novel and then 
taking questions from students.

The novel centers on racial reassignment 
surgery, and tells the story of the narrator en-
countering a childhood friend who underwent 
the procedure and transformed from white to 
black.

He spoke at length about sex and racial re-
assignment, and whether race and gender were 
biological or constructed. He also spoke about 
why he felt comfortable as a student at Park. 
“Every time you feel like you belong some-
where, you have to ask yourself why,” he said. 

His first workshop with students furthered 
the discussion in assembly. “He focused on the 
concept of the ‘good white person’ and how that 
is represented at Park and is interpreted as part 
of the liberal education,” Max Kwass-Mason 
’17 said. 

The group also spoke about how discussions 
of race can be so abstract that they can create 
an ‘us and them’ mentality, and spoke about 
concrete steps the school could take. 

Row mentioned that the new Associate Head 
of School Priscilla Morales both participated in 
and worked for the Prep for Prep program in 
New York, and how her arrival was an oppor-
tunity for students to brainstorm ways to make 
the school more racially diverse. 

Row’s second workshop was a continuation 
of the first. He had participants write down ways 
that the school could change in the next 10 to 
15 years. The group discussed faculty hiring 
practices and the role affirmative action plays 
in admissions and hiring practices. “He encour-
aged us to think more radically, and ended the 
session asking if private schools should exist 
at all. It was thought provoking and engaging,” 
Montana Love ’18 said. 

by Ben Cohn ’19
Coates, from p.1

Coates used personal anecdotes to explain 
public education as he knows it. “I never had 
faith in the classroom,” he said. Later on he 
added, “Learning was what I did outside of 
class. Class was what you told me to do.” 
Coates believes that the inequalities among 
public, private, and charter schools are prod-
ucts of a lack of investment in public education.

After outlining these thoughts, he repeat-
edly stressed that Park students should not feel 
guilty about the high quality education they 
are receiving. “I want you guys to be aware of 
who you are and what you enjoy,” he said. He 
claimed that instead of feeling guilty, students 
should recognize their advantages and commit 
to spreading the educational philosophies and 
benefits to which they have had the privilege 
of being exposed.

Traditionally the resident journalist lunches 
with the Postscript editorial staff, but since 
Coates only visited for half the day, he ran an 
additional session for both editors and staff 
members after the assembly. Before his depar-
ture, he hosted a second question and answer 
session for students who wanted to take the 
conversation further.  This Q&A also filled the 
theater.

Students had ample questions in all three 
sessions, as many were excited about his visit. 
Many reacted positively to the information and 
opinions he had to offer, and to Coates in gen-
eral. “I think at the core of it is that he just came 
off as a really likeable guy,” Riley Lowther ’18 
said. “That’s really helpful when you’re advo-

cating for something you believe in.”
For others, it was a significant experience to 

simply hear him speak. “I thought it was a great 
opportunity to view so many different perspec-
tives and have an open dialogue with a Black 
intellectual,” Marie Mokuba, a junior at City 
College, said.

His words were also relevant to discussions 
already ongoing at Park. “I was nervous at first 
because I thought a lot of people wouldn’t re-
spond too well to his ideals,” Alex Levy ’16 
said. “Normally when we have conversations 
about race there’s a divide between the people 
who think we talk about it too much and the 
people who don’t, but this time people respond-
ed really well.”

“I loved his honesty, and I think he’s what 
Park needed at this moment,” Nile Fossett ’16 
said.

While students had many questions, Coates 
was honest about not being able to answer ev-
erything.  “He wasn’t the first resident speaker 
we had who dodged people’s questions, but he 
was the first speaker we had who acknowledged 
that some things were outside of his experienc-
es,” Levy said. “It was just honest and a lot more 
productive than giving superficial responses.”

Coates noted that he generally waives his 
usual speaking fees for schools, compared to 
what he charges for universities, and donated 
the honorarium from the Weinberg family to 
the Prince Carmen Jones Jr. Endowed Fund at 
Howard University.  Coates writes and speaks 
extensively about his friend Prince Jones who 
was wrongfully shot and killed by a Prince 
George’s County policeman 15 years ago.
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It’s important to honor Black History Month

Park values all kinds of diversity, including 
diversity of skin color, religion, and ways of 
thinking.  However, Park’s diversity does not 
reach a majority of its students. 

For example, Park gives students the free-
dom to create forums and affinity groups—safe 
spaces for its minorities—but the conversations 
that happen within those groups do not reach 
outside students.  Two examples of groups Park 
has are the Black Female and Black Male Fo-
rums, where African American students meet, 
discuss, and plan events. 

African Americans are not well represented 
at Park, and other than assemblies on the Black 
Lives Matter movement last year, “Black” isn’t 
really big in the Upper School. Socially and 
educationally, “our curriculum is still euro-
centric,” Traci Wright, Dean of Students said, 
“Often times, people don’t know about the con-
tributions of Black people in this country… we 
have to understand why it’s so hard for Black 
people in this country to advance.”

This year, nothing was done for Black His-
tory Month. The Black Female and Male Fo-
rums planned to host an assembly displaying 
the talents of the African American high school 
students as well as present significant moments 
in Black history, but because of the weather, 
these plans were postponed. A date still has not 
been set for this assembly, and will no longer 
occur during Black History Month. 

Many students in the African American 
community think that doing something to honor 

Black History Month is important. “I think it 
should be mandatory,” Nile Fossett ’16, co-
leader of Black Female Forum said. “We’re 
such an underrepresented group in the school.” 
And it’s true, African American students are 
underrepresented, but this may be because of 
the comfort of Park environment.

In the past, Park has had guest speakers and 
students talk at assemblies, hosted potluck din-
ners, and provided trivia in the announcements 
for Black History Month. Park is great about 
giving students the freedom to make things 
happen for themselves, but is not very good at 
creating its own traditions that go against the 
natural flow of the student body. 

Though Park has no mandatory assembly or 
acknowledgement of Black History Month, all 
the blame can’t be taken off of the students. In 
the Upper School, most of the students don’t 
make an effort to create awareness of the strug-
gles of other races, mostly because we don’t 
directly deal with them in the “Park bubble.” 

This lack of effort creates a lack of pres-
sure on the administration to fix a problem that 
no one addresses as a problem. A mandatory 
day during the month would give the African 
American students a voice and an opportunity 
to teach people about the importance of Black 
History Month.

Recently, the Upper School chorus group, 
Parksingers, performed at an assembly for 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. It wasn’t 
for Black History Month, but it was a step in 
the right direction. All the African American 
students at Park want to do is raise awareness. 

Black History Month isn’t the only month 

to take action, but the month itself is an op-
portunity that the Upper School isn’t taking to 
learn more about Black culture, Black students, 
and Black history. 

If we, as a community, can push our diver-
sity from forums and clubs to classrooms and 

Reflections on Justice Antonin Scalia’s visit 

by Dakotah 
Jennifer ’18

assemblies, we can create a better environment 
for our student body. 

Park’s mission is to send people into the 
world with more perspective and experience, 
and in order to do that, we need to start by em-
bracing Black History Month.

cartoon by Josie Renkwitz ’18

The sudden death of Justice Antonin Scalia 
last month immediately stirred controversy at 
the highest levels of American government. 
Gone was the leader of the five-Justice con-
servative wing of the nine-member Supreme 
Court. Gone was one of the most engaging, and 
for many, the most enraging Justice in modern 
history. 

When Scalia came to Park School as visiting 
scholar in April, 1999 he delivered intellectual 
quips and made controversial statements. He 
told student government leader Ryan Downer 
’00,  in answer to a question about civil liberties, 
that Downer and his fellow students should stop 
paying so much attention to the Bill of Rights 
and the Fourteenth Amendment and spend more 

time reading the Federalist papers. 
We were lucky to get Scalia to come talk to 

a progressive high school; his normal public 
appearances were at famous law schools (like 
Harvard where he graduated in 1960), or meet-
ings of the Federalist Society, an archly conser-
vative group. 

Then Upper School Principal Mike McGill’s 
family connection secured Scalia’s visit, (Mc-
Gill’s sister is married to one of Scalia’s sons), 
but Scalia characteristically didn’t tone down 
his remarks for his young audience. Scalia de-
fended his lifelong sensibility that American 
government is unique in the world, and that 
the separation of powers doctrine is the key to 
understanding how the United States has never 
had to contend with tyranny. 

As Postscript writer, Kara Lowentheil ’99 
wrote after his visit, Scalia termed himself an 
“originalist,” and “mocked liberals” who advo-
cate a “living Constitution” based on the naïve 
view that the Constitution should be interpreted 
with some “evolving sense of decency.”  

While at Park, and from the bench of the 
high court, Justice Scalia emphatically asserted 
“the Constitution is not an organism.” Scalia 
emphasized to students that a good result, or 
a legal result with which you agree, is not the 
way to measure Constitutionalism. 

Nonetheless, many students were skeptical. 
Noting how Scalia ruled on abortion, gun con-
trol, and civil liberties, Justin Gundlach ’99 said 
after the visit that “[Scalia] is a brilliant scholar, 
but he frames his legal theories with his politi-
cal conservatism” and that in turn led to legal 
opinions in line with his conservative biases. 

Arguably Scalia’s most damaging involv-
ment was the 5 to 4 Citizens’ United v. Federal 
Election Commission decision (2010) in which 
he argued that federal law meant to limit the 

amount of money involved in political cam-
paigns was essentially unconstitutional. 

As a result, the use of money to buy media 
space and votes has become protected speech. 
The acceleration of money into politics is 
widely regarded by many across the spectrum: 
progressives, liberals, and conservatives, as a 
major corruption of American politics. 

It was a remarkable moment for a K-12 
school to play host to a Supreme Court Justice, 
and even more remarkable for a school with an 
avowed liberal and secular philosophy to host a 
major figure of the American right-wing. 

In light of the current disarray and distemper 
in the Republican party, Scalia’s sober intellec-

by Jon Acheson, history

photo by Lauren Machen ’00, Postscript 1999

Pallbearers carry the body of Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia into the Supreme 
Court where he lay in repose Feb. 19, 
2016.

tual approach now seems quaintly civil. 
One quality for which the late Justice cannot 

be faulted was his desire to engage substantive-
ly with those he considered to be his political 
opponents. Scalia was known for employing 
liberal-minded legal clerks so that he could 
sharpen his own opinions. 

Scalia’s day at Park, like his time on the 
high court, was controversial and entertain-
ing, but also respectful of the right to disagree 
without resort to mudslinging. Scalia’s death 
should remind us of those qualities necessary 
for democracy: honest dissent and the public 
use of reason, qualities sorely missing in this 
election year.

Tom Williams/Congressional Quar-
terly/Newscom/Zuma Press/TNS

Postscript covered Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia’s visit as the 1999 US 
Resident Scholar.  After an assembly, Scalia spoke to students in the Blaustein 
Lecture Hall.
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Politics mocks itself
by Peter Coulson ’16by Catie Turner ’17

Keep talking, Trump 

2016 Election
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It’s hard not to be shocked by the 2016 
political landscape. Every long-shot can-

didate has either risen to a lead or remained 
relevant long into the race for the nomination. 
And the support rising for these candidates is 
more virulent than their ideas could ever strive 
to be. Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders are the 
two most notable candidates in the spotlight. 

What binds these two vastly different candi-
dates is the massive importance of social media 
in their campaigns, whether on the part of the 
candidates or primarily as a tool of supporters 
(#FEELTHEBERN would be a good example). 
Today politicians’ projected personas are in-
credibly easy to propagate and access through 
social media. The danger in this rise in social 
media’s importance as a political tool, though, 
is that political personas can eclipse the candi-
dates’ actual ideas.

There are benefits to political use of medi-
ums like Twitter and Facebook. For one thing, 
these outlets provide a way for politics to reach 
people whose involvement in politics has been 
limited. When the border between ‘life’ and 
‘politics’ is diminished, it’s easier to participate 
for many who hadn’t felt empowered, or who 
hadn’t had the right access to politics before. 

Even when little direct voter-candidate con-
tact occurs, as is true more or less across the 
board in social media campaigns, appropriating 
a widely-used social media tool can human-
ize politicians, making politics seem more ap-
proachable and easier to interact with.

 The surges of first-time, often very young 
voter support for candidates as politically dif-
ferent as Donald Trump and Bernie Sanders can 
be taken as strong evidence that America is be-
coming more aware of and involved in politics.

But the danger of platforms that are more 
about people than they are about policy is that 
they often change the dialogue from one of 
legislation to one of characters. Public image 
has always played a role in political systems in 
which leaders rely on relationships with citi-
zens. 

Much of Nazi propaganda focused on 
framing Hitler as kindly and paternal above 
all else. Much less sinister, the first televised 
presidential debate, in 1960, turned the tides in 

John F. Kennedy’s favor by virtue of his being 
better-looking and better-speaking than Richard 
Nixon. 

But the scale on which politicians can curate 
their personas has gone from being within the 
bounds of a televised slot and a meet-and-greet 
to the limitless expanse of the Internet. Even 
more than that, they can present as a person to 
be judged on personal merits. 

What may have started as politicians con-
trolling their own online personas has spiraled 
into memes-mocking-memes-mocking-memes 
(the “7 things Hillary Clinton has in common 
with your abuela” fiasco comes to mind), but 
the importance of personality, rather than actual 
ideology, has only increased.

The problem, of course, is that national poli-
tics are not a beauty pageant but an entity that 
affects every American’s life. If Bernie Sanders 
is elected, he won’t just be a representation of 
the identity that has been created for him and 
his supporters; he will be the person helping to 
shape legislation that affects lives. It seems ir-
responsible, then, that so much of the discourse 
today boils down to candidates being funny, or 
crazy, or irritating. 

It’s even more disturbing that this discourse 
is so fueled by the candidates themselves. 
Donald Trump, whose rhetoric has made him 
loathed and loved in equal measure, but whose 
core policies remain difficult to place, is a 
good example. It seems true, though, that all 
politicians in 2016 are manipulating the public 
through social media in some way.

Of course, it’s impossible to say that candi-
dates whose personas have become important 
in their campaigns lack, across the board, for 
actual ideas. To say that all the supporters of 
these candidates are unaware of their concrete 
positions is equally ridiculous. But when per-
sonas become so important in a political race, 
it’s easy to forget how much power elected of-
ficials hold. 

As this election season continues, it’s worth 
remembering that behind social media personas 
are political agendas, and that just because a 
politician is a person does not mean that it is 
their personas that should be judged. A candi-
date comes with a set of advisers and policies 
which may directly affect the lives of millions 
of people in America and throughout the world.

At a recent Donald Trump rally in Man-
chester, NH, the Monday before the 

state’s primary, a woman in the audience called 
Ted Cruz a “pussy” after Trump discussed 
Cruz’s stance on waterboarding. Trump repeat-
ed the remark into the microphone, pretending 
to tell off the woman. A moment later, he joked 
that he should reprimand her, since he had been 
criticized for not repudiating offensive things 
his supporters said. “I just want to tell you right 
now, ma’am, you’re reprimanded,” he joked.

If I were an op-ed columnist for the New 
York Times or even the Baltimore Sun, this 
would be the part where I talked about how 
Civility Has Disappeared From Elections, and 
how we ought to return to the Good Old Days 
when candidates ran Positive Campaigns. But 
I’m not going to do that. 

Political campaigns were negative even in 
the early 19th century: you might have learned 
about the Coffin Handbills circulated by sup-
porters of John Quincy Adams that called An-
drew Jackson a war criminal and claimed his 
mother was a prostitute. Or, if I were simply 
someone who wrote about politics, I would 
write about how Trump Speaks to Middle-Class 
Americans’ Fears and Anti-Establishment At-
titudes.

That’s indicative of a larger issue. 
Political writing has an originality problem. 

Nearly every article I have read about Donald 
Trump since he declared his candidacy last June 
can be distilled to: “Trump is Not A Politician, 
and he Speaks to Middle-Class Americans’ 
Fears.” And nearly every article I have read 
about Bernie Sanders (Catie’s article excepted) 
can be summarized thusly: “Bernie Sanders is 
Anti-Establishment and is Very Popular with 
Millennials™.” I can do this for articles about 
Hillary Clinton, Ted Cruz, Marco Rubio, and 
John Kasich, too.

But Trump is a special case because he says 
so many different awful things. Yes, articles 
about him tend to conclude the same way, but 
because of the malevolent diversity of the nasty 
things he says, Trump articles are reasonably 
different from each other.

Thus, none of us political writers, in our 

heart of hearts, want Trump to shut up. We want 
him to keep saying nasty things so we have 
something to write about. Otherwise, what do 
we write about in an election year? 

Reading yet another article about how Ted 
Cruz is anti-establishment or how Marco Rubio 
is a robot is like listening to the Goldberg Varia-
tions on an infinite loop. You start to get tired 
of G-major after a while, and you want to hear 
something in G-minor.

We want Trump to stay in the race and re-
main loud and stupid because he’s mesmeriz-
ing as a subject. Seasoned political writers are 
used to the typical parade of bland men in suits, 
inoffensive ties, and American flag lapel pins  
every time a primary election rolls around. So 
when we see someone so outlandish as Trump 
we can’t help but write about him. He’s the 
malevolent gift that keeps on giving. 

Who is the second-most non-politician-ish 
candidate in the race? Ben Carson? Bernie 
Sanders? I doubt I could write 800 words on 
Carson, much less three, vaguely original, 800-
word pieces every month. 

There was once a period where Carson said 
outlandish things and political writers wrote 
reasonably different pieces about him. That 
period lasted about a month, and Carson has  
now slipped away to Florida for good, having 
dropped out last week.

And Sanders? As I said before, almost all 
articles about Sanders are about how younger 
people really support him (a search for “bernie 
sanders AND millennials,” searching only the 
New York Times website, returns upwards of 
3,600 hits).

All of the 2016 presidential candidates have 
a persona, intended or not: Cruz is the hyper-
conservative one, Clinton is the one who’s in 
it to win it, Sanders is the Little Socialist That 
Could, Kasich is the “moderate” one, Trump 
is the outlandish one. Trump’s persona recalls 
Mark Twain’s epigram about truth being strang-
er than fiction. 

If you went to a Hollywood producer and 
pitched him a screenplay about a racist dema-
gogue who becomes inexplicably popular in 
contemporary America, he’d tell you it was 
too unrealistic. We can’t resist writing about 
him precisely because of how unrealistic he 
ought to be.

Rubio, Cruz, Carson, Kasich: Olivier Douli-
ery/Abaca Press/TNS

Trump: Jeff Siner/Charlotte Observer/TNS
Clinton: Carolyn Cole/Los Angeles Times/

TNS
Sanders: Bob Booth/Fort Worth Star-

Telegram/TNS

Park School Poll
128 responses
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Speaker describes stress, drugs in college

Private schools should not be independent
by Leah 
Smith ’16

by Mollie Eisner ’17

I settled into my seat in the Upper School 
music room for eleventh grade class meeting. 
A man, whom I would later know to be Eric 
Lonergan, sat at the piano in the front of the 
room, playing an ominous melody. 

Park Middle and Upper School counselor 
Dave Tracey introduced Lonergan, an ex-Wes-
leyan University student, explaining that Loner-
gan would speak to us about his addiction to the 
drug Molly, also known as MDMA or ecstasy. 

What Tracey did not say, and what Lonergan 
failed to mention throughout the duration of his 
presentation, is that Lonergan pleaded guilty 
this November to distributing a bad batch of 
Molly that hospitalized 11 people, 10 of whom 
were students at Wesleyan University.

Lonergan should have disclosed this infor-
mation, if only to justify the personal narrative 
format of his presentation. The omission of his 
involvement in the incident at Wesleyan, as well 
as his long-time drug distribution at the univer-
sity, fractured the meaning and quality of his 
presentation as well as his credibility. “It did 
not sound genuine,” Rebecca Margolis ’17 said. 

Tracey said that he did not know that Lo-
nergan would not provide context during his 
presentation. In a conversation afterwards, Lo-
nergan explained to Tracey that his lawyer told 
him to not talk about his case or answer any 
questions until he goes to sentencing. “I said 
that that would have been good to know on the 
front end,” Tracey said. 

What was most concerning about Loner-
gan’s presentation, however, was not the lack 
of context, but was his universal characteriza-
tion of college students as overstressed and 
drugged-out. With his presentation, Lonergan 
gave the impression that drug use is inevitable 
and pervasive at any given college. He didn’t 
provide any coping alternatives to drug use. His 
argument was structured around the assumption 
that students are not autonomous individuals, 
but rather blobs that soak up their environments. 
Lonergan even claimed that “everybody has 
some sort of spiral,” or, in other words, an ad-
dictive behavior. “He basically said, ‘at some 
point in college, you will develop an addic-
tion,’” Rebecca Detling-Edsall ’17 said.

Lonergan began his presentation by walking 
over to the whiteboard to draw a downward-
pointing triangle. He wrote the following el-
ements of the average college student’s life 
at each point on the triangle: “Academics,” 
“Social,” and “Sleep.” Lonergan proceeded 
to outline the chemical substances that can 
aid students in achieving academic and social 
success, as well as restful sleep. For academ-
ics, Lonergan explained, you have Adderall 
and coffee. For social life, you have alcohol, 
marijuana, Molly, etc. And for sleep, you have 
Xanax. According to Lonergan, it’s impossible 
to balance all points on the triangle. At best, 
you can alternate.

In response to Lonergan’s triangle, Tracey 
said, “Everybody travels around that triangle for 
a sense of balance, but I think some people are 
more afflicted. Some people have a lot of skills 

to be able to negotiate those things.” 
“He didn’t make it clear that college students 

can achieve education, sleep, and social life 
without resorting to doing drugs,” said Jennie 
Jacobs ’17. 

The idea that students at an elite college 
have to turn to drugs to fix their problems is 
ridiculous. Lonergan’s suggestion that students 
use a slew of drugs daily to maintain balance 
is unhealthy. 

Presentations do not have to be perfect. Dif-
ferent experiences are important to hear, and 
can often prompt interesting conversations. But, 
at the very least, speakers should tell the truth 
about their stories. Students do need to feel that 
their time is honored with worthwhile assem-
blies and presentations. Lonergan’s presenta-
tion did not feel worthwhile and was upsetting 
because its message is dangerous and insulting 
to students. 

We bill ourselves as an “indepen-
dent” school, rather than a private 
school, as do most other Baltimore 
area private schools. While that dis-
tinction does have some meaning—a 
“private” school can mean a parochial 

school or a school run by another out-
side organization, that distinction is 
not always clear. 

Calling a school “independent” 
rather than “private” makes the 
school sound more inclusive and 
less isolated. It’s a reflection of how 
uncomfortable we are with being pri-
vate and inaccessible. With tuition of 

$28,540 (and rising), even generous 
financial aid makes Park impos-
sible for many families. And along 
with our private school designation 
comes a private school mentality—a 
tendency to close ourselves off, or 
only associate with similar schools 
and people. 

We don’t like to think of Park as 

Melanie Stengel/Hartford Courant/TNS
Ex-Wesleyan student Eric Lonergan faced arraignment on drug distribution 
charges May 22, 2015 in Connecticut. Lonergan spoke to the junior class 
about college life and his addiction to ecstasy.

anything but welcoming and inclu-
sive. And, in many ways, it is. But we 
shouldn’t refuse to acknowledge just 
how private the school really is. To 
be clear, there’s nothing wrong with 
going to private school. I, along with 
many other students here, chose Park 
over public school. It was not an easy 
choice, but I certainly do not regret it. 
We’re lucky to receive a Park educa-
tion, so it’s our responsibility to own 
it—to accept that we attend a school 
that is isolated from much of Balti-
more, and to do everything we can to 
pop the proverbial bubble. 

For example, 11 schools were in-
vited to Park’s Student Leadership 
Summit in April—including single-
sex schools, a Jewish high school, 
and other schools vastly different 
from Park in mission and values. 
What did they have in common? They 
were all private schools. A summit 
that focused in part on ways to burst 
the “private school bubble” managed 
to only maintain it by not inviting any 
of the public schools in the area to 
participate. 

Student Government President 
Cole Simon ’16 and Vice President 
Abel Sapirstein ’17 agreed on the list 
of schools to be invited, which was 
originally created by student council 
two years ago. Student Senate then 
approved the list. “We chose to only 
include our peer private schools so 
that we could focus on issues that 
are intrinsic to being a Baltimore in-
dependent school. These schools are 

ranked together, compete together, 
work together, and face similar chal-
lenges,” Simon said. 

While there are issues inherent to 
private schools, students from public 
schools could bring fresh perspec-
tives. Including schools like Pikes-
ville High School and Franklin High 
School would bring benefits, too. 
One initiative of the summit was to 
coordinate volunteer opportunities 
between the schools. Including some 
area public schools would open these 
volunteer opportunities to hundreds 
more students, and give those schools 
access to some of the resources that 
private schools have. 

“I think that what they’re doing 
is great. But the public vs. private 
divide sets up an ‘us vs. them’ men-
tality. It would be great to hear their 
perspective, so why not invite them,” 
Upper School Dean of Students Traci 
Wright said. “What is there to lose?”

“Although it would have been 
great to have public schools repre-
sented, we didn’t want to alienate 
these students in certain discussions, 
and we wanted to start small with this 
idea before growing,” Simon said. 
But the alienation and differences 
between private and public schools in 
the area are a reason for these types of 
productive conversations, not a justi-
fication for avoiding them altogether. 
The Student Leadership Summit was 
an opportunity to bridge the divide 
between local public and private 
schools, but it instead reinforced it. cartoon by Henry Kouwenhoven ’17
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The importance of shining shoes
by Thao Kahn ’18

by Thao Kahn ’17 and
Catie Turner ’17 

No two gap years are alike

Greg Brandt, known for his use of offbeat 
voices to emphasize points and his love of hik-
ing, has been an Upper School English teacher 
for 27 year—the last 19 of them at Park. Many 
think they know Brandt, but he shows a dif-
ferent side of himself to his students, which I 
would like to share with you. 

When you were young, what did you want 
to be when you grew up?

Nods. Yeah. So I grew up in the 1960s. I 
was born in the early ‘60s and my father was a 
military pilot and he was in his 40s at this point, 
but still flying. So I had this sort of image…that 
it was possible that I would become a pilot like 
my father. And also, I think it’s very hard for 
kids these days to feel the excitement, but the 
space program was going on, and the Apollo 
flights started in 1968, when I was five years 
old. And the first moon landing was 1969, when 
I was six. So I thought that in the year 2000 I’d 
be living on the moon as a scientist.

What’s your jam?
Okay, I’ve heard this expression, but can 

you translate that into old person language? We 
have a discussion about the different meanings 
of the word “jam” – as a fruit spread on bread, 
as favorite music, and as something you enjoy 
doing. Greg looks out window. Yeah, I’d say 
right now apricot. So that’s one jam. Another 
jam, on the music side, there’s a young Brazil-
ian woman Luísa Maita. She’s a contemporary 
Brazilian singer, and I love listening to her stuff. 
And what am I into generally? I’d say, at this 
point in my life, traveling with my wife. If we 
could do that all the time, and didn’t have to 
work, go to new places with my wife. That’s 

the best thing ever.
What’s your favorite word and why?
Sighs. Favorite word? And why? Plays with 

pen. Man, that’s a really hard question. There 
are lots of wonderful words. Taps pen against 
finger. Scratches chin. Fixes desk. So in classi-
cal Greek, if you take the infinitive of this verb, 
pathein, and in that form, it means both to feel, 
to experience things, and it also means to suffer. 
And so, in English, we have this word pathos, 
which is this deep profound feeling, but we also 
have in medicine, pathology, the examination 
of suffering. It seems to me there’s something 
really amazing that encapsulates what it means 
to be alive in the world, and it is linked to suf-
fering. It seems to me a really great thing that 
it covers both these meanings.

How long have you been teaching?
Holy s***, let me think. So I’m in my 27th 

year.
How important is it for you to keep your 

shoes shined?
Nods. It’s absolutely essential. Yeah. Nods. 

Fixes glasses. Yeah. It’s a real thing. I mean I 
can give you a very important analogy. When 
you go out for a really long hike on the Appala-
chian trail, there’s a tendency to let things slide 
a little, and there are very good ways in which 
that happens. But there are bad ways in which 
that happens. The result is that things start to 
go really bad. If nothing else, your tent stinks 
or your materials start to rot. I think because I 
had a father that was so meticulous, I got a good 
dose of that. If you’ve got good shoes, you shine 
them and take care of them; otherwise you’re 
sort of a slob. Nods and laughs.

What do you like about being a teacher?
Fixes desk. Crosses arms. Stares out win-

dow. Seeing somebody get the hang of some-
thing, and go, “Oh yeah, I can do this.” Or see-
ing someone struggle with a hard book, and 
when they get to the end of it, say, “At first I 
didn’t like this because it was really hard for 
me, but it’s a really cool book.”

Which teacher would you least like to 
have to fight?

Fixes desk. Oh well that one’s really easy. 
They used to have this thing called Faculty 
Death Match, and a long time ago, I won Fac-
ulty Death Match. And then the second time that 
the students did it, it came down to Malick and 
me, and in the voting, Malick killed me. And 
that’s completely right, Malick would kill me. 
If I had to pick someone I would least like to 
have to fight, it’s that guy. Malick’s the sweetest 
guy, but he would kill you if it came down to 
life-or-death fight.

What is the name of your hillbilly alter-
ego?

Yeah, I actually know the answer to this. 
The alter-ego is Billy. And I don’t know how 
this got started, but my wife was responsible 
for this. Billy Himmelreich. My mother was a 
nurse for a number of different doctors in the 
town where I grew up, but there was this doctor 
Himmelreich, so somehow my wife and I came 
up with this name, Billy Himmelreich. So in my 
head, that’s the name of my hillbilly alter-ego. 
It’s a funny name.

What’s your favorite color of dry-erase 
marker?

Smiles. Black. Laughs. Nods. Yeah, I mean, 
that room where I’m doing the poetry class [Po-
ems: All Kinds, Room 351], it’s sort of nice, but 
I buy my own markers in my classroom and 
they’re always black.

After graduating in 2015, Grace 
Croley and Eva Schneiderman de-
cided not to follow the more tradi-
tional route post-Park by attending 
college immediately. Instead, they 
chose to take a year off of school. 
Though their gap years were differ-
ent in many ways, both Croley and 
Schneiderman are benefitting from 
the time they took to prepare for adult 
life before college.

During her time at Park, Croley 
edited for Postscript and led Model 
UN and Gallery Committee. Both her 
mother and brother took gap years 
before matriculating, so the idea was 
far from foreign to her. “Throughout 
the whole college application pro-
cess, the idea of a gap year was in 
the back of my mind,” she said. “At 
the same time, it was hard for me to 
imagine taking time off of school af-
ter 12 years of it being my number 
one priority.”

After a health scare before the 
start of fall semester, however, Croley 
decided that a year off would be her 
best course of action. She has been 
working at Mercy Hospital in down-
town Baltimore, where she handles 
finance, and is planning a trip to Eu-
rope for this spring.

The prospect of a gap year can be 
daunting to students for any number 
of reasons. Before Croley’s gap year, 
“I was afraid that a gap year would 

make me lose academic momen-
tum somehow,” she said. Questions 
around cost and scale can also pres-
ent problems. “I think one barrier to 
people considering a gap year is the 
misconception that you have to do 
something huge or impressive (or 
hugely expensive),” Croley said.

But spending a year working 
has proved extremely valuable for 
Croley, especially in terms of her 
relationship to school. “I was really 
grade-oriented and critical of myself 
(and other people) [in high school],” 
she said. “Being away from school 
has been a nice reminder that grades 
and college acceptances and competi-
tion are not the only indicators of a 
person’s value.”

“Ultimately,” Croley said, “there 
is no one right way to spend a gap 
year.” Whatever your project, “it’s 
all about being willing to plan and 
choose something you’ll find worth-
while.” 

Schneiderman spent her time at 
Park in the Portuguese Club, ISAMR, 
as a Spanish tutor, and as a teacher’s 
assistant to Ellen Hoitsma’s third 
grade math class.

Schneiderman decided to take a 
gap year because, she said, “I figured 
that I needed some more time to grow 
up.” Her parents, however, had mixed 
reactions. Schneiderman’s mom “re-
ally wanted” her to take a gap year, 
while her dad thought that it was 
unnecessary. Ultimately, Schneider-
man’s parents “just want me to have 
a good time, and make sure that I’m 

growing.” 
During her time off of school, 

Schneiderman has been working at 
the Charmery, in the Olympic Nation-
al Forest in Washington as a historic 
education intern, taking a wilderness 
first responder class at John’s Hop-
kins through the Wilderness Medi-
cine Institute of the National Outdoor 
Leadership School, and planning a 
trip to Chile and Argentina with a fel-
low ex-member of ISAMR.

For Schneiderman, taking a gap 
year has really helped her prepare for 
college. “…I found living by myself 
in a drastically different environment 
very challenging. I feel more confi-
dent about how I’ll fare in college,” 
she said. In addition, from her time 
working at the Olympic National 
Park and at the Charmery, Schneider-
man has interacted with people she 
wouldn’t have had the opportunity to 
interact with during her time at Park. 
“I’ve spent basically my whole life 
in school…[and while] not being in 
school is a huge adjustment, it has 
also provided a great opportunity 
for me to grow in different ways,” 
Schneiderman explains.

While a gap year was the right 
decision for Schneiderman, she ad-
mits that taking a gap year is not for 
everyone. “...If you want to try to do 
something different for a year; [if you 
want to] learn different stuff before 
going to college, for sure, [take a gap 
year]. A gap year can be great, but it 
can also be hard to be in this weird 
in between place.”

photo by N. Blau ’18

photo courtesy Eva Schneiderman ’15

by Thao Kahn ’17
and Catie Turner ’17

Eva Schneiderman ’15 worked as a historical education intern 
in Washington as one part of a gap year between high school 
and college.
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New Lower School music program amps up

Students experience alternative semester in Vermont
by Bennett Demsky ’18

by Rachel Miller ’19

A sign above Bruce Bryant’s classroom door 
reads, “Always let your conscience be your 
guide.” This inspirational motto from Disney’s 
Pinocchio is fitting for a teacher who has high 
ambitions for his students. 

Bryant teaches music to fourth and fifth 
grade students and runs Chorus, Soundwaves, 
and other musical programs for students past 
fifth grade. Chorus is a vocal group of fourth 
and fifth graders that meets for 45 minutes dur-
ing school on Mondays, and Soundwaves is a 
vocal group that meets after school on Thurs-
days for an hour. 

Savannah Holmes ’23 is in Chorus for the 
second year in a row. “I like it because a lot of 
my friends do it, and the songs that we sing are 
fun,” Holmes said. 

Her favorite part of practice is the warm-
up. “We do [warm-ups] like voice slides and 
tongue twisters.” Savannah vocalized an ex-
ample, “Buuuubble-buuubble-buubble-bubble 
gum gum gum guuuum.”

Another musical option for younger students 
is the fifth grade Band. Started this year and 
taught by Middle School music teacher Maeve 
Royce, the group has performed several songs 
already.  The requirement that every fifth grader 
must take either Band or Chorus was adopted 
this September, and has been a success. 

Lower School students play drums, flutes, 
saxophones, pianos, and clarinets in Band. The 
ensemble learns a variety of songs, including 
John Williams’s Star Wars theme. Band wel-
comes all levels of musicians, including those 
who had never played an instrument before. “I 
play piano, and my brother plays the drums, but 
I mess around on the drums sometimes,” Nate 
Polakoff ’23 said. 

Band and Chorus focus on the same skills—
with an emphasis on teaching students how to 
figure out how to play the piece by tinkering 
with some instruction, rather than following 
strict orders to make the piece sound profes-

sional.
“There are sections for each kind of instru-

ment, and [Maeve] gives out sheets and the 
group learns how to play it, and then at the end 
of the lesson the group usually comes together 
and plays it,” Polakoff explained. 

The emphasis on musical enjoyment in the 
fifth grade is very apparent to Sharen Pula, a 
fifth grade teacher. “I think having a band and 
a chorus certainly builds community, and that 
is a good thing,” she said.

Pula is a fan of the changes, as fifth grade 
teachers can use that time to meet and discuss 
their own classes. “What’s not to love about 
music?” Pula asked. “Playing with someone in 
terms of using your voices in singing together 
is not just about you, it’s about the group, and 
the group figuring out ways to play together 
with their voices that produces a quality sound. 
I think that sort of play is a wonderful habit to 
develop early because it is a way to connect 
with people and enjoy making music together.” 

There are other recent changes to the music 
program for the first through third grade stu-
dents as well. Chris Peterson, music teacher 
for kindergarten through third grade, was in-
strumental in the development of the new cur-
riculum and the new opportunities students now 
have after school as well. 

 Peterson joined Royce and Bryant in a 
FACA over the summer of 2015 where they 
completely revamped the K–8 existing pro-
gram to match the new national standards for 
elementary music educators. These standards 
focus on four key elements: creating, perform-
ing, responding, and connecting. 

 Peterson noticed that Upper and Middle 
School students often have a keen interest in 
jazz, so he created two new Lower School jazz 
bands to help feed into that interest.  This brings 
the number of Park jazz bands up to seven be-
tween the three divisions.  

 The Lower School jazz bands meet Mon-
days and Fridays, with around 30 kids partici-
pating. “Because it is jazz music, everybody is 
able to find a part,” Peterson explained. “[Jazz] 

is a musical style that allows the beginner to 
play with the most advanced instrumentalists, 
so it works out really well.” 

 “When I started this job, a part of it was a 
first grade sing-along, and I have built on that 
and now there are three sing-alongs,” Peterson 
said. There is one for both grades of kinder-
garten, one for first grade, and one for second 
grade. “It has really helped our kids come to-
gether and build a community of which I am 
really proud.” 

Learning the recorder now starts in the third 
grade as opposed to fourth, with students later 
on devoting one class a week for one semester 
learning the clarinet, and the other semester 
devoting one class to learning basic tunes on 
the flute. 

Bryant also implemented some changes, al-
though the reforms were focused on his teach-
ing methods rather than the actual curriculum. 

“I love the technical aspects of music. I love 
teaching the reading and writing, really building 
music literacy. That hasn’t gone away, but the 
approach to it is a little different,” Bryant said. 

Future goals of the Lower School music de-
partment include open mic evenings for Lower 
School students and their parents, introducing 
stringed instruments such as violins as well as 
winds, like trumpet and saxophones into the 
curriculum. Also afoot is the idea of creating 
a pep band, and adding a mentorship program 
between Upper School musicians and Lower 
School musicians.

“There is a right way and a wrong way to 
do music,” Bryant said. “In previous years, a 
lot of the focus was on the “one right way” but 
sometimes there is more than one right way, and 
the kids are really open to trying to find differ-
ent ways to get what I want as a teacher. It is 
surprising what they come up with musically, 
and it works.” 

Lincoln Pickering ’17 is not attending Park 
this semester. Instead, he’s living in the back-
woods of Vermont, reading Emerson, doing 
ecological science, chopping wood, and har-
vesting crops at the Mountain School (TMS), a 
farm-school on the way to Canada that doubles 
as a progressive learning environment.

Each semester, 45 high school juniors 
searching for a smaller and more focused place 
of learning, as well as for an experience that 
allows them to interact with nature, attend the 
Mountain School (TMS). They live in cabins 
with their classmates and teachers, and spend 
their days “balancing intellectual inquiry and 
experiential learning,” according to the school’s 
website. The students’ “engagement with the 
farm and forest sparks an appreciation for their 
food, their fuel and their labor.”

Seventy percent of the food at the school 
is grown on campus, which is born out of the 
school’s commitment to self sufficiency.  “We 
raise the animals and grow the food that we 
eat,” wrote Pickering in an email—a rarity at 
TMS, as the school is also committed to non-
connectivity. “When we weren’t cooking, stack-
ing wood, or picking lettuce, we were usually 
jamming, playing pickup basketball, or explor-
ing the ski trails. There wasn’t much time for 
scrolling on Instagram,” Baird Acheson ’15 

said. He left for a semester junior year to attend 
the Mountain School, and is now a freshman at 
Brown University.

“I made some incredible friends from all 
over the country there [TMS],” Acheson said. 
“On top of that, I formed some meaningful re-
lationships with some of the teachers and fac-
ulty.” The students at TMS also have lots of fun. 
“We skied every morning, helped to take care 
of newborn lambs, and boiled maple syrup,” 
Acheson said. “I can go hiking and cross-coun-
try skiing with my friends during free time,” 
Pickering said.

But TMS isn’t just a school with wood chop-
ping and skiing on the side. All the cleaning, 
cooking, and maintenance in the school is done 
by teachers and students. Work and kitchen 
crews make up about 20 percent of the time 
spent at TMS.  “We’re really sustainable,” Pick-
ering said. “We cut our own wood and we load 
it into the boiler to heat our dorms and showers.  

The Mountain School began as an extension 
of Milton Academy and has small academic 
classes, four per day for four days a week, 
including a required course in local environ-
mentalism.  “There’s a lot of school work, but 
it’s pretty easy to do because it’s so engaging,” 
Pickering said.  My environmental science class 
studies the environment here in Vermont, so 
we can see what we’re learning about actually 
happening, and apply things we learn in class 
to our own experiences.”

Three Park students have attended the 
Mountain School, Pickering, Acheson, and 
Sam O’Keefe ’12, and in many ways, the 
Mountain School is similar to Park. Their mis-
sion statement talks about how the Mountain 
School “cultivates a diverse and interdependent 
community of scholars,” who engage in “col-

laborative learning and shared work” with one 
another. Those values reflect those of Park. The 
Mountain School may be on a farm and not 
in a Baltimore suburb, but there are definitely 
shared values between the institutions, which 
may explain why Park has sent three kids to the 
Mountain School in the last six years.

photo by N. Blau ’18

photo courtesy Baird Acheson ’15
Baird Acheson ’15 (second from the left) spent the spring semester of his 
junior year at the Mountain School. 

Chris Peterson teaches a Lower School class about rhythm. He and two other 
teachers completely revamped the music curriculum over the past summer. 
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Film industry should be more inclusive
by Cici Osias ’19

The ‘Oscars So White’ movement began 
after the nominees for the 2016 Oscars were 
announced three months ago. For the second 
consecutive year, all of the major Oscar acting 
nominees are white. 

Black artists have been nominated for best 
actor/actress only 30 times in the history of the 
Oscars. And if you think that’s bad, compare 
it to the (approximately) 800 white actors and 
actresses who have been nominated. That’s to 
say, a little fewer than four percent of the ac-
tors nominated for best actor or actress have 
been black.

Out of all the nominations for this year’s act-
ing, directing, and writing Oscars, not a single 
black person (or person of color) was on the list. 
Even when the two films with predominantly 
black casts, Creed and Straight Outta Compton, 
received recognition for their work, the nomi-
nees were still, respectively, a white actor and 
a white writer. 

When some people heard of this news, they 
were struck with disbelief.  Many headed to so-
cial media to voice their anger and outrage, thus 
the hashtag #OscarsSoWhite quickly gained 
popularity. 

#OscarsSoWhite, which originated on Twit-
ter, demonstrates that social media can be a very 
important tool used to spread information. In 
this day and age, most people are online, and 

it is very easy to reach people in other parts of 
the world. Through social media, one can find 
and converse with those who have similar views 
to you. As Nile Fossett ’16 pointed out, “Black 
Lives Matter started through social media.” 

One voice that drew a lot of attention to 
the “Oscars So White” moment is actress Jada 
Smith. Fed up with the lack of representation 
of people of color, Smith decided to release a 
video on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day about her 
frustrations and plans to boycott the Oscars. As 
Smith said on a video she uploaded to Face-
book, “I will not be at the Academy Awards, 
and I won’t be watching, but I can’t think of a 
better man to do the job at hand this year than 
[Chris Rock].” 

Jada Smith addressed the lack of acknowl-
edgement of people of color in the film industry. 
In a recent interview Smith said that instead of 
asking for recognition from others, people of 
color should “pull back our resources, and we 
put them back into our communities, into our 
programs, and we make programs for ourselves 
that acknowledge ourselves in ways that we 
see fit that are just as good as so called ‘main-
stream’ ones.”

One way in which the injustice can be ad-
dressed is at the ceremony itself. It is ironic that 
the host of the Oscars this year is Chris Rock, a 
black comedian. Rock has been known to use 
comedy to address controversial topics in the 
past, such as racism. “I’m really hoping Chris 
Rock doesn’t let [the issue] slide, because so 
many people are protesting [the lack of rep-

Artist focuses 
on surveillence 

resentation], and I hope it’s not silent,” Paige 
McDonald ’17 said.

A large issue that may have affected the di-
versity of the nominees is the fact that the nomi-
nation panel for the Oscars is largely white, 
largely male, and largely over 40 years old. The 
fact that the nomination panel is not diverse may 
have an effect on how diverse the nominees end 
up being. The Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences (AMPAS) who sponsor the Oscars 
has been a predominantly white institution for a 
very long time. “When we’re watching movies, 
it’s average to see white people represented, 
especially white men,” Atira Koikoi ’17, who 
appeared on stage recently in the play for col-
ored girls, said.

 Beyond the membership of AMPAS, the 
issue of inadequate diversity gets even more 
profound when we examine the entire film in-
dustry itself.  For a very long time, blacks and 
other minorities were rarely cast in American 
films, and were almost never behind the cam-
eras. People of color were historically excluded 
from most positions in Hollywood and even 
today, fewer people of color are offered film 
production jobs than in other lines of work. 

Representation in the film industry is very 
important for people of color; especially for 
those who are growing up surrounded by films 
and shows. As I experienced firsthand, growing 
up without seeing people who look like you 
can be very detrimental, and it can make one 
wonder if there is something wrong with them 
because they don’t look like the people they are 

seeing on TV. “Just having grown up as a black 
girl, seeing black people on TV makes me feel 
as though I matter,” Koikoi said.

The next time you go to the movies or sit 
down to watch TV, just look at the characters. 
Think about how well they represent those who 
look like you, as well the rest of the people you 
know may be watching. As Koikoi said, “We 
can’t have only white people on TV, or in mov-
ies because it just doesn’t make sense; there are 
other people in the world, and [white people] 
are not the only ones that matter.”

by Ian
Greenberg ’19

 February marked the 35th an-
niversary of the annual Park School 
Diana Lee Fox ’75 Resident Artist 
program. Established in 1981, the 
program memorializes Park student 
artist Diana Fox. Through the funds 
of Fox’s family, Park is able to host 
a successful artist annually. 

This year’s resident artist was 
Hasan Elahi, whose art primarily 
revolves around the issue regard-
ing excessive surveillance by the 
government. Ever since Elahi was 
interrogated by the FBI under false 
rumors of possession of explosives 
in 2002, accompanied by false sus-
picions of affiliations with terrorist 
organizations simply because of his 
name and ethnicity, Elahi has kept 
a photographic record of his current 
whereabouts.

Elahi’s art also focuses on the is-
sues of “citizenship, migration, trans-
port, and borders and frontiers,” ac-
cording to his website. A lot of Elahi’s 
work has been presented in famous 
art exhibits, such as, Site Santa Fe, 
Centre Georges Pompidou, Sundance 
Film Festival, Kassel Kulturbahnhof, 
The Hermitage, and at the Venice 
Biennale. Also, his artwork has won 
many awards and grants. Some of 
these awards are from the Creative 
Capital Foundation, Art Matters 
Foundation, and the Ford Foundation. 
From 2011 to 2014, Elahi worked as 

the Director of Design | Cultures + 
Creativity in the honors program at 
the University of Maryland. Current-
ly, Elahi is the Associate Professor of 
Art at the University of Maryland. 

With digital photographic records, 
Elahi arranges pictures in a variety 
of shapes and patterns to explain the 
order of the places he has been. This 
can be seen in his piece, An Undis-
closed Location, which shows series 
of pictures that show Elahi in differ-
ent sections and rooms of a house. “I 
really enjoy art that barely passes as 
art,” Elahi said. 

During his visit at Park, Elahi and 
a group of students wandered around 
the campus, creating a database of the 
different surveillance cameras, and 
taking notes on their locations, who 
should have access to the cameras, 
and whether the cameras should be 
hidden or not. He also visited the Ju-
nior Portfolio and Senior Studio art 
classes and participated in critiques 
with students about their work. 

photo courtesy Communications

Los Angeles Times/TNS

It was clear that the love and 
sisterhood that existed among the 
characters in the play transcended 
Shange’s world and inhabits the ac-
tors’ own worlds. This can be seen, 
perhaps best, in the moments directly 
after curtain call. The actors giddily 
looked at each other, huddled around, 
and ran off stage to scream. 

Fossett notes that the addition of 
group scenes was a directorial deci-
sion. “Originally, some parts [of the 
play] weren’t supposed to have all 
of us in it,” Fossett said. According 
to Derrick, the monologues “felt like 
things we would tell our friends. 
It felt more natural [to be in those 
scenes together], especially because 
we bonded so much. That’s why it 
was so easy for us to add ad-libs, like 
‘uh-huh,’ ‘yes, girl,’ everything like 
that.”

Before the Friday night perfor-
mance, Ntozake Shange had dinner 
with the cast of for colored girls and 
students in Brown Girls, an English 
class that read the play. “It was an 
honor [to meet Shange],” Koikoi said. 
“She was just as incredible and color-
ful as I imagined her to be.” 

Director of Arts and visual arts 
teacher Carolyn Sutton and Sheri 
Parks, an associate professor of 
American studies, and the associate 
dean for research, interdisciplinary 
scholarship, and programming for 
the College of Arts and Humanities at 

the University of Maryland, brought 
the author to Park. Shange answered 
questions and spoke about the origins 
of the play, but was unable to stay for 
the performance. 

“Talking to Ms. Shange made 
Friday’s performance so powerful. I 
knew what she was thinking when 
she wrote it, so I could picture each 
piece in a different light,” Clark said. 

After the show, Parks moderated a 
talk-back that Drama Chair and The-
atre Director Peter King described as 
“one of the most amazing moments” 
he has had at Park and ‘eye-open-
ing.’” 

Stage manager Asha Johnson ’19 
reflected on the last performance of 
the show. “The eight o’clock showing 
of Saturday was hard for me, not only 
because it was the last night of the 
play, but because I love these girls--
they’re amazing,” Johnson said. 

Elise Lyght ’17, another stage 
manager, is not ready to stop. “I just 
want to take this on tour. Let’s take 
it on the road,” she said. 

Fossett, however, feels a sense of 
completion: “I feel like my work is 
done. This is, by far, one of the best 
things I’ve done at Park. I’m ready 
to leave now.” 

This play presented stories that the 
Park community needs to hear and 
feel deeply. “At Park, people like 
Black culture. But when it comes to 
the real deal, a lot of people don’t 
care,” Fossett said. “For example, 
what was going on last year with 
Freddie Gray, when we were hav-
ing discussions, they weren’t there 
when we were going through some 
real stuff. Being Black is a dilemma 
every day. It’s not something I can 
wipe off, or get rid of,” she said. 

“In a predominately White school, 
we don’t feel that our voices are 
heard,” Koikoi said. But, she noted, 
for colored girls provided a space for 
the community to listen: “We were 
having our voices heard through art.” 

for colored girls is a good place 
to start listening to our sisters. It ex-
hibited the power of theater, and its 
effects will reverberate through the 
halls of our school. 

Play, from p. 1

Four senior students shared 
responsibility for directing 
for colored girls: (front) L. 
Brooks, P. Coulson, C. Der-
rick, and (back) N. Fossett. 

photo courtesy Jason Lee

At a breakout session, Resident 
Artist Hasan Elahi looked at cam-
pus surveillance cameras.
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Kanye West ‘just decent’  What if the Nazis won?

Who is ‘Doug’? Portrait of the artist

Kanye West, talented rapper and meme fac-
tory, released his latest studio album, The Life 
of Pablo, on February 14 of this year. The al-
bum features a number of other artists including 
chance the Rapper, Charlie Heat, Cashmere Cat, 
Kendrick Lamar, and Madlib. West also features 
a wide range of music genres and styles; these 
tracks have bits of a capella, plunderphonics, 
heavy bass beats, house music, spoken word, 
ad lib, minimalist beats, pop music, and gospel.

The majority of this album is decent. There 
are a few great tracks, and small sections of 
other tracks that get my body swaying and my 
feet tapping. But these tracks and sections are 
a minority of the content on this album. The 
rest of the album is, unfortunately, simply de-
cent. Some examples of these tracks are “Father 
Stretch My Hands” (Pt. 1&2), “Famous,” “Low 
Lights,” “Highlights,” “Wolves,” “Silver Surfer 
Intermission,” “Real Friends, Facts, and Fade.” 
For example, “Highlights” begins with auto-
tuned vocals, and a pretty unoriginal dance rap 
beat. After a while Kanye comes in for a verse; 
which can only be described as decent. His lyr-
ics are scattered and not all that interesting. His 
flow works well; nonetheless, this song left me 
sitting still.

There are some great tracks, as well as some 
great sections from some not so great songs, on 
this album. My favorite tracks are “Ultralight 
Beam,” “Feedback,” “Freestyle4,” “I Love 

Kanye,” “Waves,” “FML,” “30 Hours,” and 
“No More Parties in LA”. “No More Parties 
in LA” begins with a number of old, funky 
samples, and it soon transitions into a verse by 
Kendrick Lamar. The beat alone is enough to 
get my head bobbing, and Lamar’s long verse 
just throws it over the edge. Only a bit after 
Kendrick finishes, Kanye steps in with one of 
his best and longest verses on the whole album. 
He has great punch lines and differing rhythms 
throughout the two-minute verse. Lines like “It 
took 6 months to get the Maybach all matted 
out/And my assistant crashed it as soon as they 
backed it out,” and “A 38-year-old 8-year-old 
with rich n**** problems/Tell my wife I hate 
the Rolls so I don’t ever drive it,” make me 
smile throughout the nearly five minute song. 
This great piece ends with a few final samples 
and a fading of the beat.

I would recommend that anyone who is re-
motely interested in this album listen to it at 
least once. My only complaint is that there is too 
much “just decent” material; I only wish Kanye 
spent more time, distilling the good from the 
merely okay to get an all-around better album. 

Nonetheless, The Life of Pablo is worth 
wading through the mediocre tracks to find 
the moments where the music clicks. At those 
points, you will experience a feel-good, visceral 
reaction. 

What if? What if the Nazis developed the 
atomic bomb first? What if President Roosevelt 
had been assassinated in 1942 at the start of the 
American involvement in WWII? What if Brit-
ain had been successfully invaded in 1940 by 
Germany? What if the United States had been 
divided between Imperial Japan and Germany? 
The recently released Amazon Prime series, 
The Man in the High Castle, wrestles with these 
thought provoking, and terrifying questions. 

In the show, the Axis powers win the Sec-
ond World War. There are newsreel films that 
show an “alternate history,” in which the allies 
win WWII. US soldiers are depicted celebrat-
ing in Times Square, Winston Churchill deliv-
ers a post-war speech, and FDR survives the 
defeat of the Nazi regime, even though he had 
been assassinated according to the show’s plot. 
The Nazis are terrified of the power of these 
films. If the public were to see how life could 
have been without their oppressive regime, they 
might rise up and overthrow the government. 
Conversely, the resistance against the Axis 
powers wants to collect the films in order to 
rally people for their cause. 

When I first started watching the series the 
only thing I could think was: “this is super 
creepy.” In the beginning of the first episode, 
the camera focuses in on Times Square, decked 
in swastikas with SS officers roaming around 
in plain sight. Visual references are made to the 
nuclear decimation of Washington D.C. and the 
brutal extermination of Jews in the U.S. The 
most shocking exchange in the entire series 
was when one of the main characters, a Nazi 
spy named Joe Blake, noticed black soot falling 
from the sky after being pulled over by a police 
officer. Joe asked the officer what the soot was. 
“Oh that’s just ash from the hospital. They burn 
the weak and elderly on Tuesdays,” the officer 
calmly replied.

The show’s truly disturbing imagery and 
allusions should force the viewer to root for 
characters that are members of the resistance. 

And this is true most of the time: Juliana Crain 
(portrayed by Alexa Davalos) and Frank Frink 
(portrayed by Rupert Evans), two Americans 
living in Japan-occupied San Francisco are 
compelling heroes, dragged into the resistance 
through circumstance. They are bound to be 
fan favorites. 

However, something odd happens with this 
series. The show is written in such a way that it 
gives depth to certain members of the Nazi and 
Japanese regimes, and as a result, the viewer 
cannot help but feel connected to them. For 
example, the head of the SS in New York City, 
John Smith (portrayed by Rufus Sewell), seems 
at first like a ruthless monster. But, as the season 
goes on, it becomes apparent that Smith was a 
normal American guy before WWII, and to sur-
vive and succeed under the Nazi regime meant 
adopting their ideology. John Smith should re-
mind us that there actually was a fascist move-
ment in the United States right up until 1941, 
and that the success of fascism as a global politi-
cal platform could have been possible. 

I find the series quite unsettling. Although 
the show’s purpose is to illustrate how dark and 
twisted the world would be if the Allies had 
lost WWII, it could unintentionally glorify the 
individual characters in the Axis regime and 
obscure the severity of the crimes committed by 
these parties in real life. No one can take away 
from the fact that The Man in the High Castle 
is thought provoking and entertaining. Never-
theless, people must keep the greater historical 
context in mind while viewing it. 

photo cover courtesy rollingstone.com

by Graham Rubin ’16
by Ross Greenberg ’16

Doug Jameson is a man who appears infi-
nitely busy, and simultaneously, infinitely calm. 
With his trademark ponytail and his composed 
smile, Jameson is most often found in the halls 
of the Art Center, either mixing levels in the 
recording studio, or going over rhythms and 
scales in the music room. While many may 
recognize and know him as ‘Doug’, few know 
exactly who he is and what he does. 

Jameson grew up in what he calls “tiny lit-
tle” Rhode Island. After finishing high school, 
he moved to Baltimore to study at the Peabody 
Institute, where he completed a double degree 
program in Recording Arts and Sciences and 
Performance. Doug jumped into his busy 
and full lifestyle almost instantly after find-
ing some free time from university. He be-
gan classical music gigging on the cello, 
offering private lessons and providing as-
sistance for event bands and DJs. 

A “5 second” foray into a career as 
an acoustic consultant ended with the 
realization that he didn’t want to spend 
his time poring over blueprints and math-
ematics – Jameson went on to search for 
different work. After a brief stint work-
ing on sound for the RFK stadium, he 
completed his second master’s degree 

and found work at Park. Since then, Jameson 
has been involved in the life of the school in 
countless ways.

A part time hire, Jameson only works on 
ABC days. His primary job is to teach his 
classes: Music Technology, a broad course that 
covers aspects of music theory and production 
techniques, and Beatz, a study of creation of 
music using software and the recording studio. 
Along with these, Doug also teaches two elec-
tives a year that rotate annually:  Audio Produc-
tion and Acoustics this year. Next year, he will 
teach Audio and Film Production with Peter 
Warren first semester and Sound and Lighting 
with John Trout in the spring. 

He also helps interested students run inde-
pendent studies on music making and perfor-
mance. Ansel Montgomery ’17, who is current-
ly working with Jameson on his independent 
study on creating an electronic album, said 
“Doug is unbelievably helpful, and I doubt I 
could have done any of the work I am doing 
right now without his influence.” Jameson is 
also the coach for the Park String Ensemble. 
“He puts in an incredible amount of passion 
and effort into his work…without him there 
wouldn’t be a place for string players to develop 
their skill and learn how to play successfully in 
an ensemble,” Leanna Gitter ’16 said. 

Finally, he is found at most major school 
events, including Goldsoundz and May Day, 

helping set up the audio technology and mak-
ing sure that the sound is pure. He says of his 
position at Park: “My role is more of a producer 
here.” And he is very necessary. “Doug solves 
many of my problems,” Technical Director John 
Trout said. “I revere Doug and am looking for-
ward to teaching with him next year.”

Doug sports an exceptionally full and di-
verse career outside of Park. Jameson performs 
with Inscape Chamber Orchestra, coaches the 
FAME Youth Orchestra, and performs with the 
Victoria Piano Trio, accompanied by his wife, 
violinist Melissa Hullman and his friend, world-
class pianist Dave Foley. Jameson is also avail-
able as a freelance musician, and has worked for 
many orchestras from Singapore to Washington 
D.C. in short-term need of cellists. 

Along with that, Jameson is currently tutor-
ing 15 cello students privately. During the sum-
mer, Jameson teaches at the Baltimore String 
Orchestra camp. It is a difficult schedule to 
maintain, as it involves working for almost all 
of the day, and practicing and rehearsing during 
any and all breaks. “It is the life of a musician. 
Feast or famine. Although I guess it’s mostly 
feast now—balancing 20 jobs,” he said. 

Jameson, while often exhausted by his end-
less schedule and multiplicity of jobs, nonethe-
less expressed an excitement for his life. Every 
day, he finds something new to do, and it’s usu-
ally something great. 

photo courtesy fsmedia.imgix.net
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by Nikita Shtarkman ’16

cartoon by Nikita Shtarkman ’16

Rufus Sewell plays a Nazi commander 
living in New York in the alternative 
history of The Man in the High Castle.

“I just want 
to bring as much 
beauty to the world 
as possible. I’m only 
38 years old”
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Swimmers find success in commitment to demanding sport

Coach Scott brings pride
Spencer Levitt ’18

sports The Postscript MARCH 11, 2016

Josh Davey leads by example
by Zach Stern ’19

Swimming is oftentimes seen as play, an 
activity where you can simply relax, splash 
around, and have fun. While this is true for 
the recreational swimmer, the sport is so much 
more for competitive swimmers. Swimming 
is completely individualized and is dependent 
upon the swimmer himself to improve. Even 
missing practice for one night can throw off a 
training schedule. A week’s vacation can have 
significant season-long repercussions. 

Swim practices are notoriously exhausting. 
Rising at 5:00 a.m. to be in the pool by 6:00, 
swimmers must be dedicated, and persevere 
through the toughest of times. While Park 
doesn’t have a swim team, a handful of Upper 
School students make time for the sport outside 
of school.

Timmy Barrick ’17 is a competitive swim-
mer for North Baltimore Aquatic Club (NBAC). 
This is the club that produced several recent 
Olympians, including Towson High School 
graduate Michael Phelps. His favorite stroke 
is the breaststroke, and unsurprisingly his best 
event is the 100-yard breaststroke. 

Barrick has a rigorous practice schedule of 
14 hours of swimming a week at NBAC, broken 

down into two hour-long practices each day. He 
enjoys seeing how practice leads directly to im-
provement, and the physical aspect of the sport, 
which helps with his endurance and strength 
during the cross country and lacrosse seasons. 
Barrick believes the sport has changed him as 
a person. “Swimming is a self-motivated sport. 
Your coach rarely says ‘good job today’ even 
if you work as hard as possible,” Barrick said. 

Barrick notes that it can be “difficult to see 
improvement” immediately. “[That is] why mo-
tivation is key. You have to stick with it and be 
all for it, even if there is no immediate reward 
after you have put in work,” he said. 

Julia Luljak ’19 is an avid swimmer. She 
trains at Mariners Aquatic Club, where she 
swims six days a week for a total of 13 hours. 
Her best event is the 200-yard breaststroke. 
Often motivated to swim by her friends on her 
team, Luljak is trying to improve and persevere 
by simply “being in the water.” She likes the 
feeling of accomplishment after a difficult prac-
tice – the ability to say, “Wow, I just did that!”—
even when the task at hand seems impossible. 
She notes the importance of being “committed 
to the sport. You have to want to do well, and 
not just have your parents want you to do well,” 
Luljak said. “Participate in practice, try hard, 
and give it your all. Commitment is key.”

Bunmi Osias ’17 swims for the Merritt Ath-
letic Club located in Towson. She enjoys the 50 
meter freestyle, her best event, and feels grati-
fied when she improves her time. Osias swims 
four days a week for a total of nine and a half 
hours. Her schedule consists of a two hour and 
35 minute practice on Tuesday and Thursday, a 
two and a half hour practice on Saturday, and an 
hour and 45 minute practice on Sunday. 

Osias finds swimming unique. It is an indi-
vidual sport with a team aspect; this differs from 
many other sports, such as lacrosse, basketball 
or soccer. “In swimming you control your per-
formance, however there is also a team element, 
as you support your teammates to improve, and 
vice versa,” Osias said. Competitive swimming, 
“is when you are training with a goal in mind, 
in order to achieve a specific time…you really 
have to focus on that time and goal to see your 
best results,” she said. 

Stephen Streaker ’18, a keen swimmer, trains 
at the Eagles Swim Team at McDonogh School. 
He specializes in freestyle and butterfly races.  
Streaker enjoys the 50-yard freestyle, while his 
best event is the 100-yard butterfly. He practices 
six days a week. 

On Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays he 
swims “doubles”—where he has a morning 
practice before school, as well as a nighttime 

practice. Stephen swims for a grand total of 15-
18 hours depending on the week. Streaker feels 
swimming is not necessarily more difficult from 
other sports in terms of skill, but rather that it is 
more physically taxing. “Each practice is very 
tough. Your muscles and lungs work differently 
which takes a toll on your body. Often times 
after practice it takes nearly an hour to recover, 
before you can do homework or other activities 
at night,” Streaker said. His swimming motto, 
quoting Dory from the animated film Finding 
Nemo, is “You just have to ‘keep swimming.’”

These are only a few swimmers out of sev-
eral at Park. Competitive swimming becomes 
your life and the pool your home.  To succeed 
swimmers need the imperative “will to win” 
and be a competitor at all times. From incul-
cating a strong work ethic, helping with time 
management, and even providing the courage 
to combat a difficult life problem, swimming is 
truly an immersive sport that enriches the life 
of its competitors.

by Lance Rombro ’19

After being assistant Varsity Baseball coach 
at Park for three years, Andy Scott takes over 
the Park baseball program as head coach this 
season. Scott, who also works in the commu-
nications office as a Database and Web Associ-
ate, brings years of baseball experience to the 
rebuilding program.

Scott pitched for Providence College, which 
then had a Division I program, and led the team 
with a 2.54 earned-run-average in his freshmen 
year. At Providence, he helped the team win a 
Big East Championship in 1999 and make it to 
the regional finals against Florida State. 

After his college baseball career concluded, 
Scott went into coaching. “There are a lot of 
reasons I became a coach,” Scott said. “I devel-
oped such strong bonds with, and deep respect 
for, my coaches when I was playing. I felt they 
really helped to shape me, not only as a player, 
but as a person. I wanted the opportunity to have 
that effect on people as well.”

Scott’s coaching career began immediately 
after he graduated college in 2002 when he 
was offered a position as an assistant coach 
at Keuka College, a Division III program in 
Keuka Park, NY. After coaching at Keuka, Scott 
went to Rhodes College and then to Christian 
Brothers University, both in Tennessee. Subse-
quently, Scott made the switch to high school 
ball and spent two years as an assistant coach at 
St. George’s Independent School in Memphis. 
Promoted to head coach there, he led the Gry-
phons to two 20-plus-win seasons. In 2012 Scott 
relocated to Baltimore to work at Park, and he 
has been with Bruins baseball ever since. “I 
love the game of baseball and have a hard time 
imagining life without it,” Scott said.

Now, with 14 years of coaching experience 
under his belt, Scott will make the transition to 
the head coaching position. Through his time 
the past three years as an assistant, he has devel-
oped an understanding of the Park culture that 
makes him well-equipped to take over the base-
ball program. “Every coach who ever coached 

me, every coach I’ve ever coached with, and 
every player I’ve ever coached has taught me 
something,” Scott said. “I think that’s brought 
me to a place where I am absolutely ready to 
be the head coach here at Park.”

Players who have gotten to know Scott over 
the past few seasons are enthusiastic about the 
transition. “Coach Scott has a long history with 
baseball and he knows the game very well and 
is very good at conveying his knowledge of the 
game to us,” Zach Charles ’17 said. “I’m really 
excited about the change at the head coaching 
position and I think it will be very beneficial to 
the program in the long run.”

For the upcoming season, Scott has several 
goals in mind. “I want to improve everyone’s 
skill level throughout the season,” he said. “I 
want [us] to give our best effort every day in 
practice, compete hard in every game, have fun, 
and truly enjoy every minute of it.” Ultimate-
ly, Scott wants to view Park as a place where 
baseball players want to come for an excellent 
education and baseball experience. “I want ev-
eryone who plays baseball here to reflect on 
their time at Park with pride.”

Hip-hop blasts through the speakers of the 
athletic center as Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse be-
gins its winter practices. Players shout and yell, 
weaving at full pace through their drills, and 
in the center of it all, in a Patagonia pullover, 
stands Josh Davey. The 25-year-old Baltimore 
native does not stand out in the crowd of teen-
agers, or embody intimidation and authority. 
Instead, Davey brings an abundance of youthful 
energy and life to the program. 

Davey went to Owings Mills High School 
and then played lacrosse as an attackman for 
four years at Lynchburg College in central 
Virginia. His senior year he became captain, 
and led the team to the national quarterfinals 
before being eliminated. Since 2013, Davey has 
worked for Inside Lacrosse, the ESPN affiliated 
lacrosse media entity. 

In the last few years, Davey has also served 
as coach for the Baltimore Maccabi lacrosse 
team, winning two gold medals with the club. 
Through Maccabi, a Jewish youth sports pro-
gram, Davey established connections with sev-
eral Park student athletes. 

“I’m fully immersed within the sport in 
terms of my work, my hobbies, and now coach-
ing at Park,” Davey said. Davey hopes to utilize 
his lacrosse background as well as his inten-
sity to give Park “a shot of youth in the arm,” 
building on last season’s successes. “I’m really 
excited to use this new energy and momentum 
that Park has and try to do something really 
special in my first year.”

What Davey brings to the program more 
than anything is his energy and relationships 
with players. Senior captain Eli Friedman 
played with Davey on Maccabi before work-
ing with him at Park. “He’s young, so he under-
stands how to relate to the guys on the team and 
get the best out of everyone,” Friedman said. 

Fellow captain Jordan Abel ’16 agreed, 
“Getting to know him has been fun for every-
one. He’s our coach, but he’s also a friend. He’s 
only seven years older than some of us.”

Davey leads a young group of coaches that 
should add spark to the team. “The biggest thing 
I can bring right now is energy, I can relate 
a little bit more than an older coach could,” 
Davey said. “Being able to play music, jump 
around, and relate more is something I’ll try to 
take advantage of.” 

Director of Boys’ Athletics and Assistant 
Coach for the team Dia Clark ’06 agreed: 
“Josh’s energy will translate through the entire 
lacrosse program.”  

The team that fell just short of a champi-
onship berth last season looks to build on its 
success with more talent, more focus, and more 
energy.  As a strategist, as a mentor, and as a 
friend, Davey has brought a great deal to the 
team and created an enjoyable environment that 
should translate to on-the-field success. 

“Last year, practice was a routine where 
we’d do the same thing every day. This year, 
it’s different day in and day out, and as a result 
people are more excited to be there,” Fried-
man said. 

Davey may be the coach who can get the 
Bruins over the hump and he’s looking forward 
to the chance to try. “I’m really excited for the 
opportunity, and I’m ready for an awesome 
2016 season.” 

photo by N. Blau ’18

‘Participate in practice, try 
hard, and give it your all. Com-
mitment is key’

-Julia Luljak ’19 

Andy Scott, new Varsity Baseball head 
coach.

Josh Davey, the new Boys’ Varsity 
Lacrosse Coach.
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JV hoops wins fourth championship

Varsity basketball teams conclude with energy

by Jack Sheehy ’17

For the fourth time in the last five seasons, 
Park’s Boys’ JV Basketball team captured the 
MIAA C Conference title. The team finished 
the conference regular season a perfect 10-0, 
following in the footsteps of the 2012-2013 and 
2013-2014 undefeated Bruins teams.

Head Coach Rodney “Bear” Jackson notes 
that the team did not head into the year with a 
lot of confidence. “I really believe some of the 
kids didn’t realize how good they could be in 
the beginning of the season,” Jackson said. “But 
[they] slowly started to realize their potential as 
the season went on.”

The group, composed of only freshmen and 
sophomores, was captained by Solomon Ste-
phens ’18 and Ben Askew ’18, who, according 
to Jackson, provided “instrumental” leadership. 
Freshman guard Joey Block feels that the team 
dynamic was conducive to winning. “I think 
that our team got really close and that we had 
really great chemistry with each other,” Block 
said.

The Bruins dominated many of their confer-
ence opponents, notably Saints Peter and Paul, 
whom they beat twice by more than 35 points. 
They also soundly defeated Concordia Prep 47-
19 on February 3. By utilizing complex and 
aggressive defenses and trap schemes, the team 
put pressure on the opposing teams. “We kept 
the fire on and created havoc for our opponents, 
which caused us to build leads,” Jackson said. 
“Once we had the lead we did not let it go.”

While this path to success resulted in many 
lopsided Bruins victories, there were, nonethe-
less, some close conference games. On Decem-
ber 18 at Concordia, Park squeaked out a 35-34 
win after freshman Olivier Knopp hit two free 
throws in the final seconds.  

The team’s 42-40 January 14 victory at sec-
ond-place Beth Tfiloh was also an extremely 
challenging game. Down a few players due to 

foul-outs, the Bruins managed to prevail thanks 
to their overpowering will to win. “It was great 
that we ended up pulling that game out and re-
ally showed everyone that we could play and 
beat most of the teams that we’re up against,” 
Block said.

The two captains provided steady offensive 
production, and Askew was the team’s lead-
ing scorer in multiple games. Block and fellow 
freshman Will Tucker helped carry the team to 
success with strong guard play. “As two fresh-
men they were completely poised and ran the 
team efficiently and orchestrated the offense 
and defense for the team,” Jackson said. The 
coach also said that bench players played big 
roles in key games.

The Bruins defeated Beth Tfiloh 52-39 on 
February 10 to win the C Conference champi-

onship game in front of a passionate group of 
Park fans.  “It was really awesome how many 
people showed up and just the environment in 
the stands,” Block said. “It was pretty cool for 
me playing with all those people there.”

The beginning of the game was tight, be-
fore Park began to pull away after an 18 point 
second quarter. Sophomore Spencer Levitt put 
the game away late in the second half when 
he drained three three-pointers, earning praise 
from Jackson, who referred to the performance 
as “clutch.” Alongside Levitt and his 16 points, 
Askew and Stephens posted 14 and 13, respec-
tively.

“The joy they experienced on the full jour-
ney, day in and day out, paid off,” Jackson said. 
“On championship night we got to see the result 
of all that hard work.”

Boys’ JV Basketball defeated Beth Tfiloh 52-39 on February 10 to win the 
MIAA C Conference championship. 

Heading into this season, Boys’ Varsity 
Basketball did not know what to expect. Af-
ter graduating two key players from last year’s 
team, Jason Gelblum ’15 and Jelani Robinson 
’15, there were questions about how their pro-
duction was going to be replaced. The Bruins, 
led by captains Eli Friedman ’16, Will King ’16, 
and Max Rotenberg ’16, answered those ques-
tions emphatically, finishing third in the MIAA 
C Conference, with a record of 6-6. 

Park began the conference season 2-2, de-
feating Beth Tfiloh on December 8 and domi-
nating Jemicy 57-13 a month later. Soon after-
wards, the season took a turn for the worse, and 
the Bruins lost 3 games in a row. During the 
losing streak, the team had several low-scoring 
games, with three consecutive point totals only 
in the 30’s. Despite this, “the team stayed con-
fident through the bad times,” Friedman said. 

“Practices were often difficult after tough 
losses,” Max Penn ’16 said. “But we just kept 
going and working hard.” The team was aided 
by young coaches that were able to help dur-
ing practice with recovery from rough games. 
Coaches Dia Clark ’06, Zach White ’06, and 

Kevin Jackson worked with the players by prac-
ticing and scrimmaging with their athletes. “It 
was great to have coaches to be able to push 
us physically during practice,” Friedman said. 

With no underclassmen on the squad, juniors 
Michael Price and Brian Malone stepped up in a 
big way and helped get the team back on track. 
The squad came together and won four out of 
its last five games, including two against Cristo 
Rey to clinch a spot in the playoffs. With strong 
end of season showings by Price, Friedman, 
and Jason Sangiamo ’16, the team looked solid 
heading into the playoffs. 

The Bruins suffered a disappointing loss in 
the semifinals at the hands of Saints Peter and 
Paul. That said, “Everyone on the team is proud 
of what we did this year,” Friedman said.

—Will Tucker ’19

At an NFL playoff game 
in January 2014, Seattle Se-
ahawks fans generated so 
much noise that seismologists 

detected a small earth-
quake under the sta-
dium. They took the 
old sports cliché, “the 

roar of the crowd,” to a whole new level. The 
Seahawks are known to have an extremely loud, 
passionate, and false-start inducing fan base. 
Known as the ‘12th man,’ they make their home 
stadium an especially challenging place for op-
ponents to play. Since CenturyLink Field was 
built in 2002, Seattle has the second best home 
record in the NFL.

The Seahawks are not the only pro’ team that 
benefits from playing in their home stadium: 
countless teams play in raucous atmospheres. In 
professional sports, home teams win more often 
than they lose. Even when that phenomenon is 
not statistically verified, home teams are still 
perceived to have an edge.

Home-field advantage comes in many forms, 
some more tangible than others. In baseball the 
home team gets the last at-bat. Statistics show 
that referees can be biased towards the home 
team. A 2009 study of NCAA basketball games 
discovered that “the probability of a foul being 
called on the visiting team was 7 percent higher 
than on the home team.” 

But it is also the generally accepted notion 
that sports fans, particularly loud ones, psycho-
logically impact both teams. 

Here at Park, most of our teams play most 
of their games without many fans in attendance. 
Over the years, there has been a sense that we, 
the Park community, have not supported our 
teams enough. 

Recently attendance has improved. Over the 
past couple of years, Bruin Athletic Council 
has successfully promoted Park sports, bringing 
more people out to games. Better school-wide 
communication about when and where games 
are being held has also drawn larger crowds.

In the Boys’ JV Basketball Championship 
game in February, the Bruins defeated C Con-
ference rival Beth Tfiloh. The Athletic Center 
was packed with boisterous Park fans; it was 
not an easy environment for the visiting team. 

Last fall, in front of an unusually large 
Brown and White Day crowd, Girls’ Varsity 
Soccer pulled off a thrilling late-game three-
goal comeback to win 3-2 against Indian Creek. 
Park students in attendance were loud, chanting 
and singing the Park School Song as the team 
persevered for their great win. 

The need for more “school spirit” is often 
cited as the reason why students should attend 
more games. That is a fine goal, as a spirited 
environment makes both attending and watch-
ing games much more pleasurable. But a more 
compelling reason to cheer on our teams is this: 
we, just like Seahawks fans, can help propel our 
teams to “vict’ry ‘neath the Brown and White.”

Boys’

Girls’

With just two wins last year, this season was 
a major improvement for the Girls’ Varsity Bas-
ketball team. “The team took a huge step in 
the right direction this year,” Emily Berner ’16 
said. Led by Berner, Aerin Abrams ’16, and 
Tyra Whye ’16, along with coaches Thomas 

“TC” Caviness and Amy Millin, the Bruins 
finished with an 8-12 overall record.

The season got off to a rocky start, with five 
losses in the first seven games. But the squad 
stepped up and went on a tear, winning three 
games in a row against Chapelgate Christian 
Academy, The Key School, and rivals Friends 
School by 15 points.  But what Berner called the 
team’s “most defining win” came on February 
1st in a narrow 44-41 victory over Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, who the team lost to in an even 
closer game earlier in the year. “The win was 
a huge boost in confidence and energy for the 
team late in the season,” Berner said.

With six seniors departing at the end of the 
year, next year’s team will have to find a way 
to replace that production and leadership. A key 
part of that role will fall to players on this year’s 
JV team, which went 4-7.

The Bruins ended the season tied for 4th 
place with Beth Tfiloh in the C Conference’s 
X Division, with an in-conference record of 
6-10. “Although our coaches had higher ex-
pectations, I believe that as a team, we accom-
plished more than we thought we could this 
year,” Berner said. “Every player played a key 
role on the team.”

—Bennett Demsky ’18
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