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Fields of triumph!
by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

Varsity Softball celebrates victory after defeating the Bryn Mawr Mawrtians 8-6 on May 16.
photo courtesy A. Livingston ‘12

D. Lee ‘09, trophy held high, leads the Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse team in a victory lap after a heart-stopping, come-from-behind 
win against Friends at Gerstell Academy May 17.

by A. Sussman ‘10 

by Alex Katz ‘10

C a p p i n g  o f f  a  p h e -
n o m e n a l  s e a s o n , G i r l s ’ 
Softball won the MIAA C Con-
ference Championship May 16.

 After a frightening loss at the  
start of the season to the Mount 
Carmel Cougars, the Bruins 
hit a hot streak, winning their 
next 10 games leading up to the 
championship.  “We were just 
experimenting the fi rst game with 
playing people to get experience. 
From then on, Chelsea [Burwas-
ser ’11] pitched every game, 
and we just never lost,” said 
Head Coach Bruce Hamilton. 

Expectations of their return-
ing star Burwasser were high 
throughout the season. “I’m a 
lot more confi dent with a year 
under my belt. My pitches got 
faster and better since last year,” 
said Burwasser. She pitched the 
remaining eight games, accumu-
lating 118 strikeouts. Burwasser 

plays year round softball and has 
been doing so for 10 years.  
   Although Burwasser was an 
exceptional pitcher, Hamilton 
also commends the performance 
of  All-Star catcher, Alix Gresov 
‘10 noting her grit.  “There’s 
only one problem with Alix. 
She’s so tough that she never 
tells me when she’s hurt,” said 
Hamilton. She’s been a catcher 
for three years, two of which 
were spent starting for the Bruins. 

Rounding out  the s tar t -
i n g  l i n e u p  w e r e  C a p t a i n 
Rachel Elliot ‘09, Devyn Heit 
‘09, Kalyx Solomon ‘11, Drew 
Tildon ‘11, Rachel Kohn ‘12, 
and  Amy Liv ings ton  ‘12 . 

The Bruins won their quar-
terfinal game 19-0 against the 
Friends’ Quakers. The team got 
out to an early lead, scoring 
eight runs in the fi rst inning and 
batting around the lineup twice.

With seconds left on the clock 
at Gerstell Academy, Girls’ Var-
sity Lacrosse snatched the IAAM 
B Conference Championship 
from archrival Friends.  Well 
behind with eight minutes re-
maining, and spurred on by the 

energetic shouts of the fans, the 
girls went into overdrive, pro-
ducing six goals to win 12-11.  

The team won the champion-
ship after a season of hard work, 
team bonding, and achievement of 
the goals set in February.  Senior 
Captains Anja Fries, Dawn Lee 
and Tess Shiras led the defense, 

and offensive firepower from 
junior and sophomore players al-
lowed the Bruins to storm through 
the season and the playoffs.

The Bruins fi nished their regu-
lar season with a 10-2 record; both 
of their losses were to the Friends 
Quakers. Their 10 wins carried 
them to the playoffs as the second 

seed. The team’s leading scorer, 
Adrienne Tarver ’10, attributes 
their success to the intensity and 
heart each player showed during 
games. “I think that we fought 
hard in every game because we 
knew we could lose at any point. 

Softball, continued p. 6
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Girls’ Varsity Softball captures championship

Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse clinches title
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While I’m delighted that Park School 
was recently designated as a Green 
School by the Maryland Association for 
Environmental and Outdoor Education, 
I’m hoping we’ll continue to examine 
all of our practices. Does a truly Green 
School need to provide hundreds upon 
hundreds of 8-ounce plastic water bottles 
for visitors to events like the FACA 20th 
anniversary celebration? Do students at 
a truly Green School need to purchase 

carloads of paper streamers and plastic 
decorations in order to show spirit when 
they decorate the school?  Does a truly 
Green School continue to struggle with 
classrooms that are 80 degrees in Win-
ter and 68 degrees in Spring? Or are we 
simply Green when it’s convenient?

 
-Rich Espey 

Middle School Science

To the editors:

Is Park truly green?
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In the last few weeks, the student body has experienced a number of outstandingly cap-
tivating and thought-provoking assemblies. The presentations that caused the most con-
troversy included Park Animal Welfare Society (PAWS), Student Government speech-
es, and Baltimore Zionist District spokeswoman Maayan Jaffe.  Unfortunately, these 
assemblies were overshadowed by the audience’s extreme immaturity and disrespect.  

Many seemed to have confused the question-answer portion of every assembly with 
the opportunity to show off, make jokes, and attack the speaker.  One person would 
ask a somewhat controversial question, thus gaining the attention of the eager come-
dians.  Once the fi rst student broke the ice, others would piggy back, just aching to 
be heard. Here’s a surprise, you clever contributors, other than for your best buddy 
in the seat next to you, your comments were not insightful, impressive, or amusing. 

This immaturity is an embarrassment to our community.  While many have their 
own opinions, and are entitled to them, this does not in any way obligate these indi-
viduals to vocalize them simply because they can.  It is indeed true that all students 
are free to speak and respond at an assembly, but this does not mean they should.  

Park supports and encourages students to think, question and challenge freely, 
but how far should this really go?  As our parents taught us when we were young: 
“If you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say anything at all.”  Applied to as-
semblies, and more specifi cally to the questions being asked, here’s a more fi t-
ting suggestion: “If you don’t have any real questions to ask, don’t ask them at all.”

Every year, at some point during the month of May, the weather in Bal-
timore undergoes a remarkable transformation. Practically overnight, the 
temperature rises about 20 degrees, it fi nally stops raining, and the sun be-
gins to shine on a daily basis.  People happily pull out their shorts, t-shirts, 
and bathing suits as they realize that summer is just around the corner. 

While the weather changes for the better, however, things here at school take a 
turn for the worse. The end of the school year brings term paper deadlines, English 
portfolios, and countless other fi nal projects.  In all honesty, it would probably be 
much more enjoyable to have exams. A week of studying, a week of two-hour 
school days to take the tests, and you’re done. Instead, Park students are dragged 
through 4-6 weeks of sleep-depriving, spirit-draining, anger-inducing work. 

For  juniors in particular, the fi nal weeks of school are a miserable end to a challenging 
year.  Starting in May, SATs and AP tests are added on top of an already heavy work-
load.  Sadly, that is just  the  beginning of the not-so-near end. In the last three weeks 
of the school year, it seems that all the teachers are suddenly inspired to assign every 
bit of homework possible. Sure, some assignments, like portfolios, have to be saved 
for the end of the course, but others could absolutely be completed earlier in the year.  

This is certainly not the fi rst time that eleventh graders have had to handle an 
excessive amount of work at the end of the year, and considering the notoriety of 
junior year in general among students, it is impossible that teachers are unaware of 
the immense burden for which they are responsible. All of this begs the question 
why nothing has been done to change the situation. Park is a school that prides 
itself on being sensitive to the needs and desires of its students. Student input is 
constantly requested and usually followed.  Why should this issue be any different?

Rude questions

The bitter end

cartoon by R.J. Gitter ‘12
The end-of-year stampede
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The student body opted for 
change as they voted for the 
2009-2010 student council. This 
was evident in the election of 
two candidates who had never 
before attended a senate meeting. 

Following the candidates’ 
speeches at the April 29 pre-
election assembly, some students 
felt that the humorous content in 
the presentations was unneces-
sary. “People in general tend to 
gravitate towards humor and a 
casual disposition,” said Max 
Wiggins ‘10. “But I think that 
it’s out of place in a government 
setting, so when people are over-
ly frivolous, I sort of feel like 
they are detrimental to the func-
tion of the student government.” 

While some thought the 
speeches were inappropriate, oth-
ers felt the questions asked after-
wards were just as unbecoming. 
“It seemed like the same questions 
were being asked multiple times, 
and most weren’t actually related 
to the views of the candidates,  
but were just serving a personal 

vendetta,” said Blake Pruitt ’11.
Due to illnesses, presidential 

candidates Sydney Smith ’10 
and David Merritt ’10 were un-
able to deliver their speeches. 
Additionally, Spencer Schulz 
’10 and Jamie DeMarco ’11 
were unable to give their speech-
es at the assembly as they didn’t 
turn the written text in on time. 
They gave their speeches at a 
later time to a smaller audience.

Despite the controversy, the 
Upper School chose four can-
didates whose platforms all de-
scribe an enthusiasm to fi ght for 
what the students care about.

Michael Tucker ‘10 will suc-
ceed Mike Leffer ‘10 as student 
body president even though he 
had no prior experience in the 
government. When asked about 
the position, Tucker said he is 
“excited for the new role. As a 
student I had never known what 
was happening, and had never 
been asked my opinion. I hope 
to change that for students in the 
future.” He ran on the platform 
of keeping the school “actively 
involved” and already talks of 

Upper school elects new student council offi cers

creating a website that will in-
form students about the govern-
ment’s actions and progress.

Jamie DeMarco ‘11 will re-
place Sydney Smith ‘10 as Vice 
President. Although DeMarco 
states he had never been to a sen-
ate meeting before the election, 
he feels he is learning fast. As a 
self-described “cannon” full of 
energy, DeMarco is prepared to 

strive to achieve the will of the 
students. “[The student body] can 
point me in whatever direction 
they want. I’m willing to work for 
what students are interested in.”

Jesse Orr ‘11 will take over 
for Jacob Zimmerman ’09 as 
Treasurer. Orr has represented 
the Class of 2011 as a senator 
for the past two years. “I will 
use my experience to try to ac-

complish whatever the student 
body wants me to focus on,” Orr 
said. He mentioned increased 
fundraising ideas as a way to en-
courage new clubs and activities. 

Laura Friedman ‘11, running 
unopposed, was elected to suc-
ceed Francesca Miller ’10 as 
Secretary. Having represented 
the Class of 2011 as a senator, 
Friedman is “really excited for 
the year to come.” While the sec-
retary tends to work on keeping 
the Student Council organized, 
Friedman, like other members 
of the new student council, 
will try to improve interactions 
between the government and 
the Upper School as a whole.

Though they will not start run-
ning government meetings until 
next year, the Student Council has 
already met with Upper School 
Dean of Students Traci Wright. 
In addition, they are planning to 
meet over the summer to set out 
a course of action for the com-
ing school year. “We are really 
passionate about working with 
the students for a better Upper 
School experience,” said Tucker.

by Alex Elias ‘11

photo by J. Patterson ‘10
Newly-elected student council Secretary L. Friedman ‘11, President 
M. Tucker ‘10, Treasurer J. Orr ‘11, and Vice President J. DeMarco 
‘11 will take on their new responsibilities in September.

Lower School activity takes food out of the box

Lower School Food Week 
took place May 4 through May 7, 

to teach students the process of 
food production, to understand 
where the contents come from be-
fore it ends up pre-packaged, and 
to make the students into chefs 
through a hands-on experience.

The idea originated from a 
committee formed of Lower 

School teachers who wanted 
a way to teach their students 
about sustainability. “Food is a 
great pathway in to that topic for 
young kids,” said Lower School 
Principal Betsy Leighton, a 
member of the committee. “The 
point was to teach the kids that 
the food doesn’t always come in 
a box. We wanted them to have a 
closer attachment to their food.”

The kids brought in their own 
silverware so that they wouldn’t 

need to waste paper, plates, and 
plastic utensils. The committee 
wanted to increase the students’ 
awareness of what goes into 
making their own food from the 
ground up. Some teachers had 
their students grow their own 
wheat and use it to bake bread. 

“The kids were three times as 
excited about it as I had imagined; 
the eating of it was pleasurable 
too,” said Lower School science 
teacher Lauren Jacoby, one of the 

co-leaders of the project. “They 
made pasta from scratch--the 
whole thing from start to fi nish.”

Students were responsive to 
the activity.  When asked about 
Lower School Food Week, sec-
ond grader Jacob Norin replied, 
“It was very good. We tried a lot 
of different food that tasted good.”

“It was pretty cool. I mean 
we made our own ice cream,” 
said A.J. Levitt ’19. Along with 
pasta and ice cream, some of 

students made vegetarian sushi. 
The students did most of the 

work. They stirred what need-
ed to be stirred and cut what 
needed to be cut, with their own 
hands and some adult super-
vision. Thanks to parent sup-
port, Food Week didn’t require 
too much teacher preparation.

“It was a huge success,” 
said Leighton. “Sustainabil-
ity is a really hard topic for kids 
to wrap their heads around.” 

Model U.N. raises money for Heifer International
  

     
Model United Nations, an Upper School 

club devoted to discussing international 
confl icts and learning about other parts 
of the world, decided to bring back the 
initiative this year.  At the end of March, 
after their conference at Duke Universi-
ty, the club began raising money for an 
organization called Heifer International. 

Heifer International seeks to end world 
hunger and poverty by giving animals such 
as cows, chickens, and goats, to people in 
poor agricultural areas around the world.  
The recipients are taught how to care for 
the animals and use the land available to 
them in an environmentally sound way. 
Heifer also helps families start and expand 

businesses to sell the animal products. 
According to Heifer’s website, it aims to 
accomplish its goals by “passing on the 
gift,” which requires each receiver of an 
animal to give away some of its offspring 
to help other underprivileged families.

“You can always give money to people 
who will spend it, but this is an organi-
zation where one donation can go a lot 
further,” said Adam Kelmenson ’11, a 
leader of Model U.N.   The club donated 
to Heifer International two years ago, and 
they decided it would be benefi cial to do-
nate this year as well. “Our club focuses 
on international issues; we thought this 
would be a nice addition in learning about 
other parts of the world,” said Kelmenson.  

The club raised money through a 

contest in which students gave money 
towards the teacher they would like 
to see wearing a cow costume for an 
entire day; the teacher with the most 
donations would wear the costume. 

Upper School science teacher El-
liott Huntsman received the most dona-
tions and will wear the cow costume the 
last week of school.  “I’m looking for-
ward to wearing the costume--there’s 
no harm in making a fool out of your-
self for a good cause,” said Huntsman.

The club has raised approximate-
ly $76 for Heifer International. Al-
though this might not seem like a 
substantial amount, “every dollar 
counts,” said Kelmenson. “The small-
est gift can be the help a family needs.”   

by Lindsey Moscowitz ‘11

by Sean Langley ‘10

Upper School Science teacher “won” 
the chance to wear a cow costume.

photo by J. Patterson ‘10
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Vegetable garden promotes healthy lifestyles

photo by P. Knopp ‘11
Third grade students Lauren, Michael, and Maurice plant corn, squash and beans with 
help from horticulturalist Angela Palmer.

This year’s Lower School 
theme is food and where it comes 
from. The Lower School garden, 
as well as Food Week and the af-
terschool club, From Seed to Ta-
ble, are products of its endeavors 
to promote a sustainable lifestyle.  

In early spring, faculty and 
parents cultivated a few yards 
of land for the garden under 
the Arts Center’s bridge.  Now 
the garden is in full bloom, and 
nearly all the vegetables are 
growing well. Herbs such as 
parsley, basil, dill, and sage line 
the front of the garden; heads 
of lettuce cover the right side, 
and tomatoes are in the back. 

The idea for a Lower School 
garden sprouted from the after-
school club, From Seed to Table. 
“The club is about the whole cy-
cle of food production… How can 
we go from seed to table without 
a garden to watch things grow?” 
questioned Laurie Rosenberg, 
Park’s fi rst grade reading teacher 
and facilitator of the activity. 

The club teaches kids healthy 
eating habits and the joys of eat-
ing organic. “We try and help 
kids understand that processed 
food isn’t always the way to 
go,” said Hannah Leighton ’10, 

who assists the students in the 
afterschool activity. Growing 
a garden is one way for kids to 
learn about vegetables. “It’s 
amazing what kids will eat if 
they cook it. They will make 
more nutritional choices,” said 
Rosenberg who also noted that 
there have been no problems 
except, “the garden is too small 
for all of the kids that want to 
participate on a regular basis.”

Third grader Lauren Streaker 
enjoys working in the garden. 
“The garden is doing really good, 
but there’s only one strawberry,” 
she said. She knows that all of 
the vegetables will be picked 
and placed into a salad come 
harvest time. “I sort of like salad 
with ranch dressing,” she said.

Rosenberg believes that eat-
ing organic is a really popu-
lar trend, and teaching young 
people this skill is important. 
“Most students have never had 
the opportunity to literally pick 
something out of the ground 
and eat it,” said Rosenberg. 

The success of the cook-
ing class and garden project 
prompted plans for expansion. 
Rosenberg and Lower School 
Counselor Zella Adams are at-
tempting to fi nd a larger space 
on campus for the garden. They 

are also going to care for the gar-
den over the summer by creating 
a “Friends of the Garden” pro-
gram that will allow Park fami-
lies to tend the garden. “Families 
will sign up for a week and will 
care for it. They will weed it and 
can take whatever they want. If 
there is too much to eat, they can 
donate the extra food to a home-
less shelter,” said Rosenberg.

According to Rosenberg, the 
community has been very recep-
tive to the project, and the third 
grade has even integrated the gar-
den into the curriculum. To learn 
about Native American crops the 
garden will soon feature squash, 
corn, and beans. “This proj-
ect has a lot of potential,” said 
Rosenberg “The dream is that 
the garden will have cross divi-

sional purposes, but will remain 
mostly for the lower school.”

Right now, the activity hosts 
fi rst through third graders af-
ter school to cook, and on Fri-
day mornings to care for the 
garden. Horticulturalist and 
Park Parent, Angela Palmer, 
makes a visit each Friday and 
works with one Lower School 
class to maintain the garden. 

Assistant Lower School Principal 
June Bennett has been named Low-
er School Principal beginning Fall, 
2009.  Current Principal Betsy Leighton 
moves on to become Associate Head 
of School, replacing Louise Mehta. 

Bennett joined the Park community as 
an intern 14 years ago working with the 
fi rst grade; and three years after that she 
became a full time classroom teacher for 
Kindergarten, First and Second grades in 
successive years. Bennett moved into the 
role of Assistant Lower School Principal 
three years ago.  She describes that position 
as one which entails, “working with logis-
tics, making sure things run smoothly.”  

 “I’m truly humbled by the opportuni-
ty,” said Bennett, “I’m excited to bring new 
ideas to the job and work with faculty in 
new ways.” Bennett noted that her new job 
will include “supporting teachers more and 
fi nding them what they need to work best.”

Though, as she says, she has “grown 
leaps and bounds” since she arrived 14 
years ago, Bennett is now most interested 

in being able to continue her development 
as an individual. “It’s really wonderful to 
have an opportunity to grow as a learner.”

Math Resource teacher Susannah 
Wolf will be succeeding Bennett as As-
sistant Lower School Principal.  Selected 
shortly before Memorial Day weekend, 
Wolf is already beginning to prepare for 

her new job. “I am starting to talk with 
teachers about ways I can be useful,” said 
Wolf. “I am fi guring out the pieces of 
the job and what I will really be doing.” 

Now in her fourth year at Park, Wolf 
says she’s looking forward to the posi-
tion of Assistant Principal.  Though she 
recognizes the new role will be “chal-

lenging,” she believes that is “what 
we strive for at Park, what we are al-
ways asking kids and teachers to do-
-to stretch themselves and be open to 
new and challenging opportunities.” 

Lower School Principal Betsy Leigh-
ton will be taking over as Associate 
Head of School for Louise Mehta who 
is retiring after 32 years.  Originally 
hired as the Associate Head of Admis-
sions 15 years ago, Leighton became 
Lower School Principal two years later. 

As Lower School Principal, she learned 
to expect “the unexpected,” something that 
she believes will help her in her new role.

When asked how she will transi-
tion to Associate Head, she noted that 
it hasn’t really “sunk in yet. I’m living 
very much in the present.” Succeeding 
Mehta, Leighton said she is “very aware 
I have very big shoes to fi ll. But it is a 
welcome opportunity to grow profes-
sionally and personally; it’s been great.”

Despite leaving the Lower School 
after so many years, she said, “It’s 
really wonderful to be able to con-
tinue to grow and understand what 
it means to be a life-long learner.”

by Alex Elias ‘11

by Alec Ring ‘11

June Bennett and Susannah Wolf are teaming up next year as Lower School 
Principal and Assistant Principal.

New year brings change in top LS leadership

photo by P. Knopp ‘11
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Blood.  Violence.  Amazing 
acting.  All of these and more 
were highlights of Park’s pro-
duction of Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare.  The action-packed 
opening caught everyone’s in-
terest, and constant movement 
and lighting changes kept that 
interest for most of the play.  

The eerie mood was estab-
lished from the beginning through 
the use of fog, sound effects, and 
lighting.  When Macbeth (Ben 
Redgrave ’10) thought to himself 
and all other movement stopped, 
the lighting changes and the 
sound effects used created the 
perfect effect.  The blood was, 
well, awesome - what I saw of it, 
at least; much of the action was 
faced away from me and there 
were several bloody parts where 

I could only see the actor’s back.  
I’m not quite sure why this was 
staged in the round; normal pro-
scenium staging would have al-
lowed even cooler special effects 

and fi ghting.  Much of the fi ght-
ing was cheesy since it is hard 
to conceal anything when you 
are surrounded by the audience 
on all sides.  However, the epic 

Macduff (Jamie DeMarco ’11) 
versus Macbeth fi ght at the end 
made up for all of the lackluster 
sword fi ghting earlier.  I also par-
ticularly enjoyed the disgustingly 
cool and bloody head-in-a-sack.  
I wish there would have been 
even more blood and violence, 
but what was there served its pur-
pose.  The costuming was also of 
the highest quality, although I still 
can’t fi gure out what the animal 
on Redgrave’s shoulders was, 
and the actors with canes didn’t 
quite know how to use them.

While some scenes—espe-
cially after intermission—may 
have been slow, and though the 
interpretation of the play was 
very literal, the excellent act-
ing made up for its shortcom-
ings.  There was not one perfor-
mance that wasn’t completely 
believable.  Redgrave was, as 

expected, perfect as Macbeth 
and never faltered.  Vicki Myers 
’09, Evie Sachs ’10, and Maggie 
Casey ’10, as the three witches, 
were also perfectly cast.  But, 
the standout performance to me 
was Maria Schwartz ’10 as Lady 
Macduff with fi fth grader Will 
King as Macduff’s son.  These 
two, in the most emotional scene 
of the play, had the dead-silent 
audience on the verge of tears; 
and as Schwartz was carried off 
stage against her will, she let out 
a shriek that sent chills down 
my spine. She was also great 
and realistic, as the drunk porter.

This was a very competent 
production of a classic play.  It 
was nothing revolutionary, and 
there were moments where I lost 
interest, but it proved once again 
that Park kids really can act.  

I hoped I wouldn’t like Star 
Trek when I went to see it.  The 
movie takes place before all the 
others instead of after, which is 
a sign that the movie is geared 
more toward 
the ‘casual’ 
Star Trek 
watcher. Al-
though this 
does not nec-
essarily affect 
the quality 
of the movie, 
it’s a slap to 
the face for 
anyone who 
is devoted 
to Star Trek. 

The second reason I had my 
doubts was that the cast mem-
bers were younger than the ones 
I’ve grown up watching. I feared 
that the writers had turned Star 
Trek into one of the upbeat tales, 
where young people stand for 
what they believe in, that satu-
rate the movie industry today. 
Luckily this was not the case. 

But don’t let my pre-con-
ceived notions confuse you; I 
thoroughly enjoyed seeing it. 

The fi lm was directed by J.J. 
Abrams, who has also directed 

many popular movies and TV 
shows such as Lost, and Mission 
Impossible III. The story fol-
lows James T. Kirk (Chris Pine) 
as he enters Star Fleet Academy 
and meets the people he is des-
tined to lead. Among them  are 
Spock (Zachary Quinto), Dr. 

Leonard “Bones” McCoy (Karl 
Urban), Montgomery “Scotty” 
Scott (Simon Pegg), Hikaru Sulu 
(John Cho), Pavel Chekov (An-
ton Yelchin), and Nyota Uhura 
(Zoe Saldana). There was even 
a surprise appearance by Leon-
ard Nimoy, the original Spock. 
All of the cast performed their 
roles admirably, especially 
when they uttered their soon-
to-be signature catch phrases 
for the fi rst time. Pine captured 
the rebel spirit of Kirk perfectly.

As good as the acting was, 
sometimes the writing was irri-

tating. Although it was great to 
hear Bones say, “Dammit, Jim, 
I’m a doctor not a mechanic,” 
sometimes the insertions of ‘old’ 
catch phrases were incongruous 
to the situations.  I found it sad 
that after 40 years, the writers are 
still unable to make Uhura much 

more than a glo-
rifi ed switch-
board operator. 

The level of 
attention paid 
to detail and 
clarity was on 
par with that of 
the other Star 
Trek movies. As 
someone who 
likes to look at 
the tiny details, 

I was completely captivated 
by the visuals, especially the 
sweeping vistas seen on Vulcan. 

I was also impressed by the 
fl awless transitions that that were 
made in the sound-work; outside 
of battle the only sounds heard in 
space were the dull thuds of im-
pacts on the ships’ hulls, while 
in battle the sound of phasers 
blasting and photon torpedoes 
screaming were ever present. 

Overall I enjoyed watching 
the new Star Trek and wish that 
other movies were made with the 
same level of devotion and care. 

by Blake Pruitt ‘11

Superb cast delivers emotional, violent Macbeth

Star Trek surprises audience
by Eskender McCoy ‘10

courtesy Industrial Light & Magic/MCT
The old crew of Starship Enterprise has a younger look.

Green Day’s 21st: 
impressive punk
by Ellie Kahn ‘12

photo courtesy of Shannon Bishop
Witches M. Casey ‘10, E. Sachs ‘10 and V. Myers ‘09 protect 
Macbeth (B. Redgrave ‘10) in the Shakespeare play.

The music of this generation, 
compared to The Who and The 
Beatles in the sixties, and The 
Clash and Sex Pistols sound of 
the seventies, is below decent. 
Overproduced music such The 
All American Rejects tends to be 
whiny and meaningless. It is rare 
that a band comes along and pro-
vides new energy and creativity, 
but when one does, it stands out.             

The band of this era that ac-
complishes this so well is East 
Bay punk rock trio Green Day, 
which is inspired by bands such 
as Hüsker Dü and The Adverts. 
Green Day made its mark with 
riotously political shouts of anti-
Bush statements and peace along 
with Catcher in the Rye-inspired 
lyrics playing straight to the 
heart of their (mostly teenaged) 
fan base. Both the praise and 
controversy over Green Day’s 
album American Idiot (2004) 
hoisted the band into a different 
category from bands like Fall out 
Boy or Panic at the Disco, which 
play to a similar audience. When 
Green Day announced a future 
album several years ago, it was 
anticipated by millions. The al-
bum, titled 21st Century Break-

down, successfully delivered.
Although Idiot has stuck 

with me as one of my all-time 
favorite albums, 21st Century 
Breakdown goes beyond. Its 
masterful and confi dent tracks 
keep the band in its right-
ful place. Just like Idiot, their 
eighth album is a rock-opera, 
divided into three parts: “He-
roes and Cons,” “Charlatans 
and Saints,” and “Horseshoes 
and Handgrenades.” The heroes 
are two punk lovers, Christian 
and Gloria, who rely on each 
other after their trust in parents 
and religion has failed them. 

21st Century Breakdown 
is full of the same punk ur-
gency and lyrical angst Green 
Day fans are used to, while 
also bringing a freshness that 
would only be expected after 
a fi ve-year break from produc-
ing music. Each “act” is fi lled 
with anthemic tunes, easy 
on the ears, yet crying for at-
tention with sharp cut lyrics. 

Green Day never fails to im-
press. The fact that the band has 
turned from burnout brats to 
accomplished adult musicians 
is unbelievable. These guys 
are still rocking and providing 
the world with original mu-
sic, seldom found nowadays. 
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Boys’ Tennis teams fi nd success in MIAA indiv
by Daniel Stern ‘12

At Park, A Conference champion-
ships are extraordinarily rare. In fact, the 
school only fi elds three A Conference 
teams: Boys’ Varsity and JV Tennis, and 
Boys’ Cross Country.  Both tennis teams 
struggled throughout much of the regular 
season.  However, by the end of the MIAA 
A Conference Individual Championships 
,they achieved their goals and won it all.

The MIAA tennis season is divided 
in two parts; the first element of the 
season is the regular season in which 
each school fi elds three singles players 
and two doubles teams. Throughout this 
time, schools accumulate wins and losses 
based on the performance of these fi ve 
seeds. With the conclusion of the regular 
season, a team begins playoffs. Play-
offs include the eight teams that ended 
the season with the best overall record. 

Although the Bruins finished the 
regular season with a 3-8 record, they 

improved as the season progressed. 
After losing seven games, Park won 
three of their last four matches to draw 
within one spot of making the MIAA 
team playoffs. Nevertheless, singles 
competitor Alex Conn ’11 was happy 
with his team’s regular season: “We all 
played hard until the matches were over; 
we really had nothing to lose,” he said.

After the team playoffs, the MIAA 
sponsors a final event, the Individual 
Championships.  Seeding for these Cham-
pionships is not determined by team 
record, but rather by individuals, all of 
whom would compete against their equiva-
lent opponents from other schools. Conn 
won his fi rst round match, but lost in the 
quarterfi nals of the event.  “I’m happy with 
our season and with that fi rst match, but I 
wish I could have gone farther,” said Conn.

David Spivey ’10 and Chris Benn 
’09, on the other hand, went as far as 
was possible, winning the Doubles 

Two championship.  “We defi nitely fi n-
ished the season on a good note,” said 
Spivey. “It was a real success to win.” 

Both Spivey and Benn played with in-

photos by S. Cornblath ‘10

“Fortunately for us, Friends’ 
ace was sick,” said Elliot. “Their 
backup was hurt and we re-
ally took advantage of that.” 

In their semi-final game ver-
sus St. John’s Catholic Prep, the 
Bruins won 14-0. Burwasser 
pitched incredibly, delivering 

18 strikeouts. The team also 
batted well. “They were a lot 
better than Friends, yet Chelsea 
pitched amazingly and we blew 
right by them,” said Livingston. 

In the championship game 
against second-seeded Bryn 
Mawr, the Bruins came out on 
top 8-6. Previously, against the 
Mawrtians, the Bruins fought 
to a 4-3 victory. The champion-

Pitching and catching lead Softball to title
ship came down to the wire.

The Bruins were lead-
ing 6-0 going into the top of 
the sixth inning. Burwasser 
pitched well, and had the de-
fensive support backing her 
until the second to last inning. 

“They finally started timing 
Chelsea and put the ball in play. 
Our defense had some mental 
errors and Bryn Mawr took 

advantage of them,” said Elliot. 
The Bruins got out of the inning 
leading 8-6, and both teams 
went scoreless in the seventh.  

Although the team is gradu-
ating one of their best players 
Elliot, it developed lots of young 
talent to fill in her spot.  The 
Bruins will also lose Heit 
who was a strong contributor 
to their championship run. 

High school sports are chal-
lenging because they must 
replace players each year and 
develop new players. This 
year, the Bruins were fortu-
nate to have nine freshmen 
on the team, each of whom 
c o n t r i b u te d  i n  d i f fe re n t 
ways. Hamilton was very im-
pressed by their performance. 

“I couldn’t have asked for 
a better freshman class. They 
all really stepped up, learned 
quickly and will help us for 
upcoming seasons,” he said.

During the quarterfi nal game against Friends School R. Elliott 
‘09 reaches fi rst base and C. Burwasser ‘11 displays exceptional 
pitching form.  After defeating the Mawrtains, Burwasser shows 
off the team’s Championship award.

photo by A. Sussman ‘10

photo courtesy of B. Hamiltonphoto by A. Sussman ‘10

juries they had suffered during the regular 
season.  Spivey was even recovering from 
surgery at the time of the championships. 
“Chris and I were both playing on injuries, 
so our theme was comeback,” Spivey 
said. “We wanted to play on our injuries 

C. Benn ‘09 on the way to winning the 
Championship Match after defeating 
Friends in the smemifi nals. D. Spivey 
‘10 serves to the Quakers in the same 
match.
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“Since Friends was the only team we 
lost to in the regular season, we played with 
the goal of getting into the championship 
to play Friends again, because we assumed 
they would make it. We were excited, and 
we all wanted that chance to play Friends 
again and see if we could win,” said Tarver.

The Bruins continued their hard work 
even after a tough loss, their second of 
the season, to Friends School on April 23. 
Lucie Weinberg ’10, hungry for a cham-
pionship, knew that Park had a chance of 
winning, regardless of what happened dur-
ing that game. “After the second Friends 
game we clearly felt a little defeated, but 
we knew they were not impossible to beat. 
We knew if we saw them again it would 
be in the championship and we set beating 
them as our primary goal,” said Weinberg. 

To finish the regular season, Park 
prevailed against Chapelgate and tri-
umphed in their games against Baltimore 
Lutheran, Glenelg Country, St. Vincent Pal-
lotti, and Annapolis Area Christian School.

The Bruins played Chapelgate Christian 
in its quarterfi nal match, a team that they 
defeated earlier in the season 20-3. At the 
fi nal whistle, the Bruins won 17-3. The 
team stockpiled momentum and ached to 
play their semifi nal match against Institute 
of Notre Dame, who the Bruins beat 22-12.

When the game started, it was clear 
that IND had improved signifi cantly since 
the two teams last met. Much of the game 

was neck and neck, but the Bruins proved 
to be too much to handle and pulled ahead 
to win 20-14 with the support of many 
enthusiastic spectators. “During the game 

we started off a little slow. We were tied 
for a while, and Robin [Cardin Lowe 
‘84] called a timeout to get us playing 
together as a team. After the game, which 
turned out to be a great team effort, we 
were really excited for the champion-
ships because we knew how well we’d 
be able to play together,” said Tarver.

The juniors on the team showed amaz-
ing integrity throughout the season and in 
the playoffs. Head Coach Cardin Lowe 
is proud of her junior players and looks 
forward to their leadership next year. “Ob-
viously juniors from this year are going 
to be great leaders for us next year.  Their 
leadership and athletic maturity was ever 
so present in the championship game.  
We need them to pick up next year right 
where they left off next year,” she said.

The Bruins and the Quakers faced each 
other in the championship to decide the 
2009 IAAM B Conference champion. 
Both teams exploded with energy from 
the starting whistle with Friends taking a 
one-goal lead at halftime. The teams con-
tinued trading goals until Friends pulled 
away. With 10 minutes left, Friends led 
11-7, and was running down the clock. 

Park refused to give up and, led by 
Weinberg who had three of her six goals 
and an assist in the fi nal 10 minutes, start-
ed to make a comeback. Helen Goelet ‘10 

and we came back from behind in all of 
our games to win. So, together, we were 
just the comeback team.” The Doubles 
Two championship was the highlight of 
a great month of tennis for the Bruins. 
Fortunately, that month of successful 
tennis also extended to an accomplished 
veteran doubles team on Boys’ JV. 

For the second year in a row, the 
doubles team of Robby Engle ’10 and 
Jamie Waxter ’11 reached admirable 
heights in the Individual Championships. 
Playing on three straight days, Waxter 
and Engle overpowered both St. Paul’s 
and Beth Tfiloh before losing a close 
match to Calvert Hall. Even in that match, 
though, Waxter and Engle came from 
behind to take a late lead before eventu-
ally being overpowered in the tiebreakers. 

Even though he didn’t win the cham-
pionship, Engle thinks the season was a 
resounding success. “It was a great season. 
[Jamie and I] work really well together and 

while we weren’t always as talented as our 
opponents, we usually outsmarted them, 
which led to many of our wins.” Inargu-
ably, both Varsity and Junior Varsity Tennis 
hit their stride at the right time, compet-
ing and winning in the A Conference.

found the back of the net 1:37 left making 
it a one goal game. Weinberg tallied again 
with 1:21 left to play, tying the game at 
11. The Bruins won the following draw 
and settled the ball down in their offense. 
Tarver and Goelet both attempted shots, 
but Goelet’s went out of bounds, and Julia 
Meyerhoff ‘10 chased the ball out to retain 
possession.  On the restart, Meyerhoff ran 
towards the goal and placed a shot over 
the stick of the Friends’ goalie. The girls 
achieved their goals set in February, and 
won the championship holding the ball for 
the 19.6 seconds remaining on the clock.

Looking forward to next year, the Bru-
ins have an excellent chance at defending 
their title. However, the team will graduate 
four starting defensemen. Younger players 
will need to step up to fi ll this void. The of-
fense will return to lead the Bruins through 
another great season in 2010. Cardin Lowe 
is ecstatic when thinking about what 
the team can accomplish next year. “We 
return our entire offense which is quite 
exciting, and I think we could be even 
more explosive next year than we were 
this year.  Our offense matured through-
out the season, and next year we will be 
able to control the ball even more and get 
higher percentage scoring opportunities. I 
believe we will once again be contending 
for a championship next spring,” she said.

photo courtesy of R. Engle ‘10
R. Engle ‘10 and J. Waxter ‘11 made it 
to the doubles semifi nal round.

Girls’ Lacrosse fi nally defeats Friends

photos by A. Sussman ‘10

The Bruins faced the undefeated 
Quakers in the Championship game. 
(Clockwise from bottom left) B. Al-
thauser ‘09 sprints down the fi eld. 
D. Lee ‘09 snatches the ball from an 
approaching opponent. A. Cohen ‘11 
dodges by her defender. A. Tarver 
‘10 grabs a groundball. Lee marks 
Friends attackman.
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After the first African American 
was elected president, some 

people viewed it as a symbol that Amer-
ica had reached a post racial society. 
Many people want to get to a place 

where we are fi nished talking about race.
As idealistic as this seems, it’s simply 

not true. As an African American, I’m 
constantly aware that I am, in fact, a mar-
ginalized, and disenfranchised member of 
our society. According to Human Rights 
Watch,although African Americans are 
only 12 % percent of the population, 
we make up 44% of the prison popula-
tion. The average income for an African 
American family is $29, 505, while the 
average for a white family is $55,364. 
Statistically I’m more likely to drop out 
of school, contract HIV/AIDS, and be 
arrested. With these disparities in mind, 
how could we as a nation call ourselves 
a post racial society, with the election of 
one black man? Living in a country built 
upon racial inequality, it would be irre-
sponsible not to talk about race. Racial 
inequality is not disappearing anytime 
soon, and constant challenging conversa-
tion can continue to mend our racial biases. 

“I think that the white assumption is 

In a speech during Black History 
Month, Attorney General Eric Holder 

called the American people a “nation of cow-
ards,” when it comes to talking about race. 

And, well, he’s right, on a broad sort of level. 
We Americans don’t really like talk-

ing about race. We would rather just live 
our lives, making friends, having fun, 
and looking at people as individuals and 
not caring about the color of their skin. 

However, Holder, in his speech, backed 
his sweeping claim by focusing on the 
issues of self-segregation and inner-city 
crime, and he didn’t actually mention any 

problems caused specifi cally by racism as 
much as by poverty, cultural stagnation, and 
racial biases unrelated to white intolerance.  

Therefore I feel it is my duty as a 
member of the markedly liberal Park 
community to address the fact that per-
haps our excess of race-focused classes, 
forums, and discussions might be a slight 
overkill of a questionably poignant is-
sue (at Park, anyway). I am confi dent in 
saying this because at the school that I 
attended before coming to Park, I was in 
a very small white minority, and I never 
once discussed with any other Caucasian 
anything pertaining to my identity as a 
white male, and I never heard anyone 
discussing their identity as an African 
American. I have never seen any evidence 
of racial tension at Park, and I don’t see 
that the presence of these race discussions 
has a causal relationship with our current 
well-being as much as a correlative one. 

Eric Holder might point the finger 
at me, the indolent, sardonic white boy, 
and state in a lofty tone, “You don’t go 
to those meetings because you don’t 
even care about the issues.” But if I don’t 
care, then guess who else doesn’t care? 
At least not enough to be accused of par-
taking in bad politics… Barack Obama!

Despite Obama’s election as President, 
there was never any conversation on race 
within his campaign because he, like 
myself, didn’t want to have one. The only 
time Obama addressed race was after the 

The inexpediency of race discussions

by Jasper Chisholm ‘11

by Mariama Eversley ‘10

The necessity of race discussions

Commentary
The Postscript | June 2, 2009

that eventually the ‘need’ to talk about race 
will go away,” said Ken Greller ’10. “I 
think that it’s not about fi xing a problem; 
it’s about thinking about a reality. ‘Race’ 
never goes away, but it’s treated like a 
‘problem’ implying that it can be ‘fi xed.’”  

At Park, there are many students’ 
groups who discuss race and how it affects 
their lives. One multiracial student group 
called Conversations About Race, meets 
every Monday at M-block. Anecdotes 
come up weekly, about instances where 
someone at school said something to 
make them feel uncomfortable about race. 
“The discussion has helped me become 
more sensitive about issues concerning 
race and I can communicate easily and 
openly to people of color,” said partici-
pant Julia Meyerhoff  ’10. “You can never 
make a big enough deal about race-and 
it’s often stepped around. Being open to 
discussion is good for the whole school 
and all students should experience it.” 

Though Park does attempt to tackle 

race relations, the same group of students 
often joins in these discussions. In order to 
successfully try to conquer racial bigotry, 
all students should be involved in the pro-
cess- not just the minorities and the same 
group of white students. Having genuine 
discussions about race, with someone of a 
different ethnicity of your own is diffi cult. 
Just because you’re friends with someone 
of another race, does not mean they share 
their own race-related struggles with you, 
or the bitterness they may feel towards 
different races. Though we may be think-
ing about race, we don’t always talk about 
it, and the issue gets swept under the rug

Park also needs to have more discussion 
that specifi cally targets white privilege. 
The notion that one does not want to talk 
about race because it makes them uncom-
fortable is entirely a white privilege that I 
will never enjoy. America cannot shy away 
from the fi ght against racial inequality, 
and we can begin examining ourselves, 
own prejudices, and talking about it. 

weird, racist zealotry of his old minister 
had been exposed, and he even publically 
reconciled himself from what he had said a 
few months later. Was this an act of weak-
ness, or an epiphany? I’d go with the latter. 

So if Eric Holder was calling the 
American people cowards because of 
their reluctance with regards to discuss-
ing race, then he might as well lump our 
newly elected president in with the rest. 
However, I think that Obama had the right 
idea, and for an amalgamation of races to 
occur in society, and perhaps on a smaller 
scale at Park, we need to stop focusing on 
race as an issue for continued discussion. 

Now bear in mind that I don’t mean you 
should all go Asher Roth and quote Don 
Imus in your twitter status, because there’s 
a difference between disrespect and dis-
regard. By this I mean that you shouldn’t 
say something that you think could be 
offensive regarding someone’s race, just 
as you wouldn’t spitefully tell a fat joke to 
a fat guy and assume he’d be OK with it.

Nevertheless, the bottom line is that to 
allow an injury to fully heal, after you dis-
infect and bandage it, you need to let the 
wound mend on its own, and not tear off the 
bandages every few hours just to see how 
it’s doing, no matter how much it itches. 

photo by J. Patterson ‘10 photo by S. Cornblath ‘10
Members of Broadening the Conversation about Race discuss their upcoming 
trip to Philadelphia to visit historic sites.
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Commentary

by Andrew Barry ‘11

Posters reflect information 
found in a 2007 Freedom from 
Chemical Dependency survey 
of Upper School students.  

Don’t believe all the posters you read

S e v e r a l 
weeks  ago , 
M a a y a n      
J a f f e ,  a n 
A m e r i c a n 
j o u r n a l i s t 
who worked 
i n  I s r a e l , 
spoke in as-
sembly about 

her experience writing for the 
Jerusalem Post and reporting on 
Palestinian terrorism.  It began 
normally; sure, her accent was 
funny and she might have been 
a little over-eager, but I was 
expecting an average assembly.

Instead, she gave one of the 
most biased assemblies I’ve ever 
seen.  She surprised everyone, 
including the people who brought 
her.  Most people agreed that 
Maayan seemed a bit fake, igno-
rant, or just plain wrong.  Because 
of her presentation style and clear 
bias, she even turned off many 
who would have agreed with her.

A few days later, we watched 
a video about the Israeli settlers 
and soldiers involved in the disin-
gagement from the Gaza Strip in 

2005.  The second assembly ad-
dressed the same issues, only in 
a more sympathetic light.  Even I 
felt badly for those poor Gaza set-
tlers – all they wanted to do was 
stay in their homes.  It was pure 
emotion: the melancholy music, 
abused soldiers, crying settlers, 
and unemployed teens.  How-
ever, the video, or at least what 
we saw of it, lacked the benefi t 
of context and the opinions of 
Palestinians affected by the event.  

The settlers were given ample 
time to leave; the only reason 
they had to be forced from their 
homes without preparation is be-
cause they chose to be stubborn.  
Imagine if the Israeli government 
had decided to leave them there 
under Palestinian authority – they 
wouldn’t have lasted a week.  They 
were evacuated for their safety.

What stood out most from 
both assemblies was the lack of 
Palestinian perspective.  From 
the presentations, you’d either 
have thought the Palestinians 
are all terrorists who spend 
their lives trying to figure out 
how to kill Israeli children, or 
you wouldn’t remember them 
at all.  This was the worst part 

about the two assemblies; they 
talked about a major issue, 
but only mentioned one side.

On their own, the assemblies 
were fi ne.  The video was well-

done and it was a shame we 
couldn’t see the whole thing.  
Maayan was a walking, talking 
advertisement for Israel, but ev-
ery now and then a speaker just 
gives a poor presentation.  If it 

by Jesse Orr ‘11 was only one assembly, it would 
have been OK; but to have two 
assemblies on the same topic 
within a week of each other--one 
biased, one overly emotion-

al--was unfortunate,especially 
if they were seeking to in-
form people about the issue.

For example, let’s look at 
Hamas.  We’ve all heard about 
how bad they are, how they’re all 

religious fanatics, and how they 
are dedicated to the destruction 
of Israel.  Fair enough, all true.

Yet, they got elected legiti-
mately, something that most of us 
can’t fathom, but is actually easy 
to imagine if you put yourself 
in Palestinian shoes.  Imagine 
you’ve been living under oc-
cupation since before you were 
born.  You’ve been governed 
by either foreigners (Israelis) or 
your own gangster-like “libera-
tion front” for 40 years.  For the 
fi rst time, you get the chance to 
vote in a relatively free election.

Who would you vote for: the 
group that hasn’t done anything to 
help you, ever, or the people who 
resist “the occupiers,” run effi -
cient social services, and promise 
to restore dignity?  Suddenly, it 
doesn’t seem so unreasonable.  
But you wouldn’t know this from 
either of the two assemblies.

From now on, whenever you 
consider an issue, whenever a 
teacher says something political 
in class, whenever some group 
gives an assembly, consider the 
other side – it is a disservice 
to both the school and your-
se l f  i f  you do  o therwise .

Assemblies fail to represent opposing viewpoints

Dozens of signs bearing the 
phrase “Don’t believe every-
thing you believe” were placed 
throughout the Upper School a 
few weeks ago by Committee 
for Student Support.  The signs 
arrived unannounced and out of 
context.  There was no broader 
message; the posters simply 
informed students, using find-
ings from a 2007 survey, that 
the majority of students do not 
smoke marijuana or tobacco.  

Unfortunately, the posters 
are more noteworthy for their 
quantity than quality; they have 
numerous fl aws.  The data is old 
and is no longer applicable or 
relevant, as the survey was taken 
before the current freshmen and 
sophomore classes were present.  

The statistics are vague, 
perhaps purposefully so, for 
the word “most” could be 
any percentage from 51 to 
99 ,  and  has  cumbersome 
phrasing--if you’re making pro-

paganda at least make it catchy.
The main problem with the 

signs, however, isn’t the design 
or content, but the message.   The 
producers of these signs would 
most likely maintain that they 

merely provide information and 
revise normative beliefs that 
contribute signifi cantly to rates 
of drug use.  But the statements 
comes off as confrontational 
rather than conciliatory. The signs 
consist of choice data selected 
to influence student opinion.  

The apparent argument is not 
a remarkably intelligent one.  The 
contention that one shouldn’t do 
something because others aren’t, is 
just as asinine as someone saying, 
“Come on, everyone’s doing it!”   

While the signs may have been 
designed to spark conversation, 
in actuality they stifle discus-
sion.  The pliable will accept 
these assertions on the surface, 
not bothering to analyze nor con-
template.  Those opposed to the 
message or inculcations in general 
will reject the signs entirely with 
a cavalier knee-jerk response.

If these signs don’t provoke 
any great, engrossing debate, then 
all that remains are bright, osten-
sibly hung pieces of paper that, 
if not prevaricate, then manipu-

late the truth.  The nonsensical 
locution “Don’t believe every-
thing you believe” suggests that 
we should continually question 
our beliefs, but certainly not 
anything the sign tells us.  And 
why should students rely on 
signs in a hallway to infl uence 
their decisions on drug use, or 
any issue for that matter?  They 
shouldn’t, and to assume that 
solely posting facts will sub-
stantially alter views is naive.  

New signs will be posted short-
ly, as others are in the works.  One 
such poster touts that 96% of 
Park students find academics 
important, to combat the extraor-
dinarily vocal 4% that detest 
the school one would presume.  

As more of these sighs are 
posted, don’t be a passive con-
sumer.  As you stare at these 
new signs, think, question, 
and wonder why you are be-
ing given information through 
such an impersonal medium, 
but remember: not everyone 
is doing the things you think.     

cartoon by R.J. Gitter ‘12

Committee for Student Support distributes eye-catching signs throughout the Upper School    
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CCCP impacts school-wide sustainability efforts
by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11 and 
Justin Long ‘12

Jennings gives motion to Kinetic Scuplture
by Juliet Eisenstein ‘11

This May, Upper School 
Science teacher Jeff Jennings 
participated in Maryland’s 
11th annual Baltimore Kinetics 
Sculpture Race. According to 
the event’s website, “Kinetic 
Sculptures are amphibious, hu-
man powered works of art, and 
custom built.” Jennings and his 
team navigated their sculpture, a 
gigantic red animated platypus, 
along with 24 other teams who 
raced throughout Baltimore City. 

The race is more friendly than 
competitive and involves over 
eight hours of traveling through 
15 miles of mud, sand, and wa-
ter. The American Visionary Art 
Museum (AVAM), the host of 
the event, refers to it as “a race 
of wacky, imaginative, totally 
human powered works of art,” 
where machines can be as simple 
or as complicated as the builders 

want. Each kinetic sculpture’s 
team works to power its machine 
by pedaling, as if riding a bicycle. 

Teams include families, school 
groups, and friends. “It’s a kooky 
thing,” said Jennings about the 
race. Spectators who cheer for 
the teams wear intricate costumes 
from head to toe, representing the 
overall eccentric atmosphere of 
the event.  This race is one-of-
a-kind, and in Jennings’ words, 
“It’s really a fantastic event.”  

When the sculptures arrive 
at the water, sand, or mud part 
of the race, they wait and take 
turns for safety reasons. Other 
racing sculptures this year in-
cluded a horse drawn carriage, 
an elephant, a blue jay, a star-
ship, and a giant pink poodle.

Jennings became involved in 
the race three years ago when 
David Hess, who designed and 
helped construct the team’s 
sculpture, invited Jennings to 
be a part of the process.  Hess’s 

sculptures have been exhibited 
at the AVAM and he designed 
the modern, silver bench in the 
Arts Center courtyard at Park.

Jennings began pedaling the 
Platypus in 2007. During his 
fi rst two years on the team, the 
platypus sculpture received reg-

ular maintenance. This year, 
however, the group decided 
to completely rebuild the ma-
chine. The renovations were 
very time consuming.  “For two 
months I was going from Park, 
to dinner then straight to [Hess’s] 
house to work,” said Jennings. 

The first Kinetics Sculpture 
race was held in California in 
1969.  On the west coast, the 
competition involves a 42-mile 
long, three-day course through 
sand, water, pavement, hills, 
and freeways. It is currently 
the longest human-powered 
sculpture race in the world.

In 1999, Maryland became 
the home of the east coast race.  
Its route starts and ends at the 
AVAM, going past Federal Hill, 
the Maryland Science Center, 
Harborplace, the USS Constel-
lation, the National Aquarium, 
Fells Point, Canton, and Patterson 
Park in between.  After the race 
fi nishes, there is a barbeque and 
awards ceremony. The awards 
given are usually funny and 
peculiar. Trophies for things 
such as the National Mediocre 
champion, Worst Honorable 
Mention, and Next to Last are 
given out. This year, the Platypus 
won the People’s Choice award.

photo courtesy of kineticbaltimore.org

Jeff Jennings drives the platypus in the Kinetics Sculpture 
Race sponsored by American Visionary Art Musuem.

photo by M. Gold ‘10
Upper School students and faculty participate in a tree planting in honor of Matt 
and Abby Young.

Many young trees are growing on 
campus, students are fi lling up reusable 
water bottles at the new water fountains, 
and environmental awareness is stronger 
than ever. Some of these changes were 
inspired by the Climate Change Commit-
tee at Park (CCCP), an activity that has 
been dedicated to changing our school 
into a more environmentally friendly one. 

For the last three years, the CCCP 
focused on a number of projects, includ-
ing compiling a report about Park’s CO2 
emissions, planting trees on campus, and 
creating a program called Green Ordering. 

 The CO2 project involved calculat-
ing how much carbon dioxide our school 
produces annually, especially by means 
of electricity, natural gas, heating oil, 
and paper usage.  “In some areas, like 
the athletic center and business office, 
the CO2 levels are better,” said Daniel 
Jacoby, faculty adviser to the club, refer-
ring to the data gathered over the past 
three years, “yet some buildings, such as 
the Blaustein, are worse.” The numbers 
they have been fi nding seem high in some 
places, but as Jacoby said, “It seems like 
a lot because we know it could be less.” 
(All information collected can be found 
on CCCP’s website, www.CCCPark.org, 
recently designed by Scott Lessans ’10.) 

A focal point of the club’s efforts are 
the tree plantings that have taken place 
throughout the year.  In April, one tree 
was planted in honor of former Upper 
School Assistant Shirley Scherr, and 10 
trees were planted in memory of Matt 
and Abby Young.  In addition, the CCCP 
worked with the second grade and planted 
50 trees on the Hillside campus in April. 
The group also planted 30 trees in the 
Jones Falls Watershed, and added 50 
trees to the Park campus.  “It’s fun, it 
captures carbon, and it provides habi-
tat,” said Jacoby of the many plantings. 

The CCCP’s newest initiative is Green 
Ordering. The goal of the program is to 
fi nd cost-effective ways for people to be 
more sustainable, such as buying inexpen-
sive items made from recycled materials.  
“People don’t have the time to do research 
and to see what the best pencil is to buy,” 
said Jacoby.  There will be a stronger 
dedication to this project next year. The 
club plans to research the best school, of-
fi ce, cafeteria, and school store supplies.

The CCCP will be concentrating on 
all of these projects again next year, as 
well as taking on many new initiatives.

The group began working with the Jones 
Falls Watershed Association to improve 
the water quality of the stream, provide 
habitat for birds and butterfl ies, and make 
the area overall more appealing with the 
tree planting they did earlier this year. 
The association hosts community service 
projects every eight weeks, in which the 
club hopes to participate next school year. 

Leaders Matan Zeimer  ‘10 and Spen-
cer Schulz ‘10 have been instrumental 
in promoting change at Park. Schulz 
spent the fi rst half of the year lobbying 
to obtain reusable Nalgene water bottles 
for Upper School students. “Conserving 
our natural resources is important,” he 
said, “and I think that using fewer water 
bottles is a good fi rst step.” Unfortunately, 
when Schulz applied to REI for a grant 
to purchase the Nalgene bottles, he was 
turned down because REI only donates 
to public organizations. Zeimer has been 
working with the school-wide sustain-
abilty committee comprising faculty, 
students, and other interested individuals. 

The CCCP, which now has 20 mem-
bers, hopes to continue to create and 
bring environmentally-friendly projects 
to Park.  They have many new ideas 
for next year, but in the end, Jacoby 
said, it depends on the dedication of the 
Park community. “We’ll do whatever 
projects people want to do,” he said. 
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Football was an up and 
coming sport at Park in 

the 1920’s, getting lots of atten-
tion and excitement from people 
in the school at the time.  With 
only 45 boys in the entire Up-
per School each year during the 
20’s, Park was able to sustain a 
team from 1920 to 1926.  The 
football team had a record of 
8-20-2 over the seven years that 
the program existed.  In October 
of 1922, the team lost to Calvert 
Hall by a score of 93-0, and 
lost the fi rst fi ve games of the 
season by a combined score of 
232-0.  The school’s yearbook, 
The Brownie, noted that the 
season wasn’t all bad; the team 
had won their sixth and final 
game against St. Paul’s 53-0.

The yearbook writers were 
positive about the future of the 
program, and called football  
success after the 1923 season.  
But after winning the fi rst exhi-
bition game by a score of 45-0, 
too many team members were 
injured to play anymore games.  
“Nevertheless, football proved 
to be a great success,” Brownie 
said of that season, “for it kept 
the boys in excellent physical 
condition, prepared to start right 
in with basket-ball; and further 
more it enabled the school to 
look forward to an even bet-
ter team in the fall of 1924.”

Even though only slightly 
more than a dozen boys were 
needed to fi eld a team, compared 
to at least 30 required nowadays, 
football at Park ended after the 
1926 season, and lacrosse took 
its place within a few years.

If an Upper School with 
45 boys fi elded a football 

team, why doesn’t the current 
Upper School of more than 160 
have a team now?  Should a 
progressive school have football?  

Head of School Dan Paradis 
was Upper School principal at The 
Potomac School in McLean, VA.  
Potomac, which is considered a 
progressive school, has had a foot-
ball team for a number of years.

“I think that a progressive 
school can have a football team 
if it has enough energy behind 
it coming from students, faculty, 
and alums,” Paradis said. “You 
really have to have a core group 
that is supportive, and you have 
[to have] a lot of confidence 

they can be at it,” Weinberg said.
In contrast to Wyda and Wein-

berg, most in Upper School do 
not think Park should have a 
football team.  In a survey of 
100 students and faculty, 70% 
were against and 30% were 
for the addition of the sport.

“I am for a football team 
because I think it would help 
attract different kinds of student 
athletes to Park and these athletes 
could also help to strengthen 
our other sports [not in the fall 
season],” wrote an anonymous 
male student who took the survey.  

A number of people who com-
mented believe a stereotype 
about football players, thinking 

Does football line up with progressivism?
that you can sustain it,” he said

Two main arguments against 
having a football team are an 
insuffi cient number of boys who 
would play, and a belief that 
football is against our school’s 
philosophy.  Upper School 
History Teacher John Roemer 
believes the latter to be true.  

“I question whether the ag-

gressive [nature] and physical 
brutality fi t with a progressive 
school.  Does the culture of 
football line up with the cul-
ture of progressivism?” Roemer 
feels progressivism is centered 
around skepticism, gentleness, 
and individuality and that adding 
a football program could bring 
clashing cultures to the school.

Jim Wyda, a member of the 
Board of Trustees and the 

the sports committee, disagrees.  
The sports committee is a group 
of parents and alumni that help 
Athletic Director Ridge Diven and 
Director of Girls’ Athletics Robin 
Cardin Lowe make decisions re-
lating to the Athletic Department.  

“I don’t see how having a foot-
ball team would make us more of 
a jock school or would be against 
the philosophy in any way,” he 
said.  “I think sports are an im-
portant part of the Park culture 
and that a lot of good teaching 
is done on the sports fields.” 

Both Wyda and fellow sports 
committee member Len Wein-
berg ’76 agree that if we started 
football in the Upper School, the 
Lower School might have to begin 
a program that teaches the funda-
mentals. The same thing was done 
with soccer years ago, and now 
the soccer team is very successful.  

“You would want to support 
skill development and the un-
derstanding of the game, which 

I think is an important piece 
of how to make a big shift like 
that.  It wouldn’t need to be a 
lower school Pop Warner (little 
league football) team, but you 
certainly have to start with skill 
development at a young age, 
and start teaching the game, so, 
by time [the kids] reach Upper 
School, [they] are as good as 

by Robby Engle ‘10

The 1922 football team, from The Brownie, 1923.

of them as high school boys 
with excess levels of testoster-
one who like to hit each other.

“There’s a whole different 
atmosphere at schools that have 
football teams. It breeds a sort 
of jock-centered social hierar-
chy,” wrote another male student.  

Some comments noted that 
at some schools, football play-
ers tend to be popular and this 
can lead to a social hierarchy, 
which we do not want.  One 
female teacher even wrote, “Foot-
ball players make me nervous.”

Lacrosse player Sean Lan-
gley ’10 is someone who 

would love to have a team at 
Park, but doesn’t think it is prac-
tical.  He used to play football 
outside of school, like some 
others still do.  He sees a lot of 
reasons why football wouldn’t 
work at Park.  “I would love 
it if Park had a football team.  
Football may be a good fi t for 
Park, but Park isn’t a good fi t for 
football.  There are a lot of big 
football fans, but I’m not sure 
all of them could play very well.  
We’re kind of a small school as 
far as high schools go, and most 
of our fall athletes play soccer.  

“We’re also small in stature,” 
he continued.  “Most of the 
lacrosse teams we played were 
bigger than us, so I’m sure most 
of their football players are even 
bigger than that.  We would prob-
ably be really awful at it, so I’m 
not sure I see a point in bring-
ing it to Park.  We have a very 
small number of students who 
have even experienced football, 
and the aggression needed for 
lacrosse doesn’t match the ag-
gression needed to play football.”

Physical Education teacher 
Lucky Mallonee ’62, agreed 
that football probably wouldn’t 
work at Park.  “Given the student 
population, I don’t think it’s a rea-
sonable expectation.  You need a 
lot of people.  You have to account 
for injuries; just this past season 
[the lacrosse team] suffered about 
half-a-dozen serious injuries 
that cost people playing time.”  

Mallonee thinks that in order 
to sustain a football team, we 
would need to swell the popu-
lation of the Upper School by 
at least 1/3 of the current size. 
Mallonee doesn’t believe that 
a football team would compro-
mise the philosophy or culture.

Paradis also refl ected on the 
number of Upper School students 
at his former school. “Potomac 
has about 400 students.  Five 
years ago it was at about 320, 
so it is not impossible to have a 
football team with the number of 
students Park has.  We did have 
some very lean years,” he said.

  

Does football have a fu-
ture at Park?  It doesn’t 

seem likely.  There are good 
arguments for both sides, but 
it seems like there isn’t quite 
enough support from the students 
or faculty to start one.  Many 
people in the school come off 
as football agnostics, or people 
who don’t believe that football 
would ever work at our school.  

On the other hand, as evi-
denced by the Ravens’ pride 
days during recent success-
ful seasons, there are a good 
number of football enthusiasts 
at our school as well as some 
of the sports’ biggest critics.

Park isn’t ready for football, 
and it may never be.  Some peo-
ple want football because it would 
‘be cool,’ but others say that they 
want to remain different from 
every other school in the area.  

There are many reasons why 
football isn’t a possibility in the 
coming years.  Economic rea-
sons are another factor because 
football is probably the most ex-
pensive high school sport in terms 
of equipment, maintenance, and 
the number of coaches required.  

The economic reasons, the 
suggestion that it is against 
our philosophy, and the short-
age of players are reasons 
that, as of right now, football 
will remain a part of our past.
 

The 1924 football team, from The Brownie of 1925.
photo courtesy Park School Archives

photo courtesy Park School Archives

(All numbers and fi gures cour-
tesy of Park School Archives.)
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This year, Varsity Baseball ended its 
season in disappointment, with a loss 
to Severn School bumping them from 
a playoff spot. Despite the loss, Alec 
Ring ’11, who played fi rst base until a 
back injury forced him to end the season 
early, refl ected positively on the season 
as a whole: “We beat BL both times we 
played them, and I’m really proud of the 
freshmen who stepped up when others 
were injured.”  Boys’ Latin beat Park in 
the championship game last year, so de-
feating them twice accomplished one of 
the team’s goals set in the early season.

Injures were a signifi cant factor that 
contributed to the crucial loss against 
Severn. Nate Kaufman ’10, Ben Brewster 
’10 and Ring were all key players who 
suffered injuries rendering them unable 
to play. Younger players on the team 
who usually didn’t see a lot of game 
time were forced to step up to the plate. 
“They executed well, and I look forward 
to seeing them play next year,” said Ring. 

by Adam Kelmenson ‘11

With an overall record of 8-5, and a tough 
loss to Glenelg Country ending their chanc-
es in the playoffs, the Boys’ Lacrosse team 
is happy with how their season turned out. 

“The season went better than we ex-
pected in some ways, and worse than we 
expected in others,” said Senior Lucas 
Hulleberg, “I think we were all pleasantly 
surprised that we had a viable chance for 
fi rst place on our side of the conference.”  

Key players such as Senior Captains 

jury, and was unable to play for several 
games.   A. Sonnenfeld’s knee gave way 
forcing him out of play during the Gle-
nelg playoff game. Long-pole midfi elder 
Sean Boone ‘09 slipped during the Sts. 
Peter and Paul game, also injuring his 
ankle, rendering him unable to play for 
the rest of the season. Keeping the team 
healthy next year will play a large role 
in having a more successful season.

In the Glenelg game, the team played 
with heart and passion. Even the players 
who usually watched from the sidelines 
cheered with more energy, which fueled 
the players on the fi eld. Early in the game, 
Glenelg scored four goals, creating a three 
point lead. The Bruins were able to come 
back by half time and tie. Throughout the 
entire game, the score remained close. 
Glenelg scored late in the game and Park 
was unable to score one as well. Although 
the Bruins lost, they played like winners.

The team hopes to improve on a few 
things next year. “I think the team will 
have to improve on playing better in the 
midfi eld, possessing the ball more ef-
fectively on offense, and have a really 
sturdy offensive clear,” said Hulleberg. 

 Even with a disappointing loss, the 
boys are proud.  “Despite a tough end-
ing I’d say that everyone is proud of 
themselves and the team for what we 
accomplished this year,” said H. Son-
nenfeld.  The team looks forward to 
its continued defensive strength and 
improved offensive power next season.

by Aiden Piper ‘11

Boys’ Lacrosse season ends in disappointment

The team began improving from the 
beginning of the season. Their execu-
tion on bunting noticeably progressed, 
as well as senior captain Andrew Keis-
er’s pitching. He was an exceptional 

their aspirations for next year. They 
wanted to use the loss to Severn to 
fue l  them fo r  the  coming  yea r. 

Next year, the players won’t start from 
scratch. For one, they’re only losing one 
captain; John Hettleman ’10 will stay on 
as a leader of the team next year. In ad-
dition, there are only three seniors on the 
team, meaning the team will essentially 
stay intact. This gives them a huge advan-
tage because the majority of the players 
are returning, and so they already have 
an understanding of the team dynamic. 
Also, this group has bonded and gotten 
along well; a spring break trip to Disney 
World helped bring players together. 

The team is hopeful that they will be 
more successful next year, and make 
it to the playoffs. Ring said that the 
team lost games they should have won, 
and still had a few kinks in their game 
by the end of the season. The injuries 
that plagued them will heal, and next 
year they should be able to start where 
they left off, and continue to improve. 

Nathaniel Colbert-Sangree and Carlos 
Cruz, along with Midfielder Andrew 
Duberg ’10, Defenseman Arthur Son-
nenfeld ‘10, and Attackman Forrest 
Carroll ’10 played monumental roles in 
leading the Bruins throughout the season. 

“All of them were leaders among 
the team, and I was honored to be able 
to play with them,” said Ham Son-
nenfeld ’12.  Hulleberg attributes much 
of the team’s success to their defense-
men. “Having Ham Sonnenfeld, Arthur 

Sonnenfeld, and Nathanial 
Colbert-Sangree on defense 
really helped take the pressure 
off a lot of people’s shoulders. 
They were quick, tenacious, 
smart,  and dependable.”

As the year progressed, the 
Bruins’ offense became more 
confi dent, and that played a 
key part in the team’s suc-
cess this year.  This transition 
became apparent during their 
five consecutive wins over 
schools including Key, St. 
Vincent Pallotti, and Annapo-
lis Area Christian School.  
Though AACS would avenge 
their loss before the season 
was over, the Bruins fi nished 
the regular season with a 10-3 
win over Chapelgate. 

Injuries plagued the team 
late in their season. Carroll 
suffered from an ankle in-

Sophomore fi rst baseman A. Ring demonstrates good form catching a ball.
photo by A. Sussman ‘10

Injuries contribute to season’s end

pitcher when the season began, but he 
improved significantly, and contrib-
uted greatly in the Boys’ Latin games. 

When the season ended, the team 
held a meeting to reflect and discuss 

L. Hulleberg ‘09 shields ball from Glenelg defend-
er  during the team’s quarterfi nal match.  

JV Lacrosse 
builds strong 
foundation
by Sam Cornblath ‘10

Even though the Girls’ JV Lacrosse 
had barely enough to fi eld a team, and 
sometimes even played man down, 
the team was successful and held a re-
cord of 5-3-1.  The Bruins opened the 
season with a 5-4 victory over Friends 
School.  “We always made the most 
of what we had,” said Leah Shapiro 
’12.  The team won many of their in 
conference games and their out-of-con-
ference games remained close as well.

The team was led by Head Coach 
Kara Hickok ’95 and Assistant Coach 
Nicole Oidick ’04. “Kara was a great 
coach,” said Shiras. “She was very 
supportive and made sure the inexpe-
rienced players had an opportunity to 
develop.”  Captains Christina Cubera 
’10 and Chloe Shiras ’11 were ef-
fective contributors throughout the 
season.  “Christina and Chloe made 
the defense strong,” said Shapiro. 
“They also brought the team together.”

Everyone is very pleased with the out-
come of the season.  “We only had a couple 
of losses and the team became stronger 
as the season progressed,” said Shiras. 

by M. Eversley ‘10


