
Rich Espey, a Middle School 
science teacher, was named Ed-
ucator of the Year by the Gay, 
Lesbian, and Straight Education 
Network (GLSEN). Established 
in 1990, GLSEN is the nation’s 
leading educational organization 
of its kind, focusing on “ensuring 
safe schools for all students.” 

Espey has been a science 
teacher for 23 years, nine of 
which he has spent at Park, teach-
ing eighth graders. Since 2005, 
he has also been the leader of 
the Middle School Gay Straight 
Alliance, or GSA. In a press re-
lease, GLSEN, which annually 
honors an outstanding and dedi-
cated educator, described Espey 
as “someone who engages both 
youth and adults in making a 
safer community.” 

Under Espey’s leadership, the 
GSA produced a video called 
“That’s So Gay,” a response to 
the use of homophobic language 
at Park. Before making the video, 
the GSA surveyed middle school 
students regarding their use of 
language; the survey’s results 
were integrated into the video. 
The GSA hoped that the video 
would spark discussion about the 
growing synonymy between the 
words “gay” and “stupid,” and 
that it would encourage students 
to take a stand against the use of 
homophobic language.

Espey also orchestrated two 
Middle School assemblies: the 
fi rst was about GLSEN’s Day 
of Silence; in the second, Es-
pey, and three openly gay Upper 
School students, spoke about the

Departing English teacher Moni-
ca West offers stories and refl ec-
tions on her fi ve-year tenure.
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Bergman to head Upper School
Outgoing Upper School principal Mike McGill anticipates the upcoming transition by handing 
over the cookie jar to Daniel Bergman who takes over July 1.
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by Alex Elias ‘11 and
Tara Wendell ‘13

Habitat 
coalition 
dedicates 
homes
by Julia Gross ‘14

The Build-A-Block coali-
tion, a partnership of high 
school Habitat for Humanity 
programs, dedicated four hous-
es on Jefferson Street May 21.

Prior to the festivities, or-
ganizational leaders met with 
the future homeowners: Harry 
Braxton, Deborah Brown, Taja 
Cole, and Stacey Gray.

The ceremony began with a 
thank-you speech from Habi-
tat Youth Coordinator Jessica 
Drake, who also expressed how 
much the new homeowners de-
served their homes.

Following the speech, Hab-
itat Leader Ben Levitsky ’13 
spoke to the crowd about his 
experience with the program. 
Then, after speeches from all of 
the new homeowners, everyone 
toured a model house.

“The dedication ceremonies 
are always the most amazing 
days of the year for Habitat 
clubs.” said Rachel Hettleman 
’13, who attended this year’s 
event. “It is incredible to see 
all of the work over the year be 
translated into the completed 
houses and excited homeown-
ers.”

After months of reading resumé s, conducting 
interviews, meeting with committees, and engag-
ing in thoughtful deliberation, Head of School 
Dan Paradis announced that Daniel Bergman will 
replace Mike McGill as Upper School Principal.  
The announcement was met with excitement from 
both students and faculty.  

“I was struck by the strength of [Bergman’s] 
assembly talk and his use of the phrase ‘educa-
tion as experience,’” said Upper School history 
teacher Jon Acheson. “He seems very sharp, very 
smart, and he should be capable of helping all of 
us perform to high expectations.”

“Just like any new faculty member, he’s going 
to have stuff to get used to,” said Tal Aizen ’12. 
“But it seems like he’s going to adapt well to the 
Park School environment.” 

Student and faculty search committees worked 
to review applicants until spring break, at which 
point Paradis considered the recommendations he 
had received and made the fi nal decision. “From 

the beginning, [Bergman] stood out as an awesome 
candidate. He really gets Park and I’m really ex-
cited to fi nally have him here,” said Hilde Wulf ’13, 
a member of the student search committee.

Bergman, brings with him, a strong progressive 
background and a passion for innovative think-
ing. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from
Bergman continued on Page 6

photo by L. Shapiro ‘12
A small panel of Upper School students met 
with Bergman during X Block, May 10.
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MS science 
teacher earns 
national 
recognition
by Kali Tambree ‘13

Students set up for Habitat’s  
dedication ceremony, May 21.
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Eli Block’s assertions in his recent 
Postscript commentary, “MS Life Skills 
skews beliefs about drugs” are indeed 
ironic. True to normative belief research, 
his recollections and perceptions of AOD 
education in the MS are mightily different 
than the reality. Normative beliefs often 
drive or infl uence our behavior and as-
sumptions, and in Mr. Block’s case, he 
chose to allow his perceptions (as faulty 
as they are) to become his reality, and then 
used them to fuel a misleading diatribe 
directed at Life Skills and alleged AOD 
(alcohol and other drugs) scare tactics.

Mr. Block’s s opening salvo is that re-
petitive and excessive information about 
AOD is provided in 7th and 8th grade Life 
Skills. This occurs, needlessly, he be-
lieves, and fl ies in the face of the “fact” 
that “almost nobody in the US drinks or 
uses drugs on a regular basis”. So, he chal-
lenges, “if drinking and doing drugs aren’t 
an issue in the Upper School why spend 
time learning about the associated health 
risks?”

Both assertions are incorrect. First, the 
actual extent of AOD coverage in Life 
Skills is far from excessive. In 7th grade 
Life Skills there is one speaker on this 
topic, an addict who tells the story of his 
own recovery. In classes with US mentors, 
students discuss normative beliefs related 
to risky behavior and how to manage peer 
pressure situations of all kinds, not just 
those involving AOD.

The 8th grade Life Skills curriculum 
addresses a myriad of potentially risky 
behaviors. Included are the following: 
two classes on cultural literacy (including 
advertising messages regarding AOD), 
another on the impact of normative be-
liefs, and a series of classes on managing 
friendships when there are concerns about 

mental health issues. 
This array of Life Skills classes hardly 

constitutes an inundation or “constant bar-
rage” of scare tactics related to AOD that 
Block describes.

This year, Renee Soulis from Freedom 
From Chemical Dependency (FCD), as 
she did in the US, presented relevant fi nd-
ings from the Student Attitudes and Belief 
Survey to the 8th grade class in April. We 
use this data in the MS to heighten the 
community’s awareness of what is real, 
and what is assumed to be real, with re-
spect to risky behavior. Contrary to what 
Mr. Block believes, students’ normative 
beliefs do not evolve exclusively from 
what happens in a classroom. 

About Mr. Block’s second assertion, 
that the SABS data suggest there is little if 
anything to be concerned about regarding 
substance use and abuse at Park, I take 
great issue. We certainly do have sub-
stance issues among Park Students, and 
driving or riding, inaccurate perceptions 
about AOD use that heighten use, all of 
which warrant reasonable approaches to 
prevention.

Mr. Block closes his piece by demand-
ing we decide on a message and present it 
consistently to the community. I couldn’t 
agree more. Here is the message: AOD use 
and non-use among adolescents is a com-
plex phenomenon. As well documented in 
the fi eld of Prevention Science, prevention 
is a “both /and,” not an “either/or. Well-
designed educational programs provide 
both information and opportunities to 
explore one’s own attitudes, beliefs and 
values that infl uence our decisions. This 
mindful and well-balanced approach is 
supported abundantly in prevention sci-
ence research.

Letter to the editors

--Dave Tracey, US/MS Counselor

Tracey points out misconceptions about Life Skills
cartoon by RJ Gitter ‘12

Summer reading a luxury, not a chore
We know that the school year has 

formally come to a close when we fi nd 
ourselves more than sick of the censored 
School Store snacks, hairline deep in port-
folio work, and presented with the cele-
brated by some, not-so-celebrated by oth-
ers, packet of summer reading choices. 

Upper School English teachers have, 
for many years, compiled the list with 
reading material suggested by teachers 
and students, material ripe for discussion 
in the fall. Each student is expected to 
choose a book to read, dissect, and ques-
tion, but all students are encouraged to 
read more than their assigned work. This 
summer’s selections, an eclectic assort-
ment, range from Tina Fey to Tolstoy, 
from Foster Wallace to Kafka. 

Whereas many of our counterparts 
require students to read specifi c books 
by grade — Boys’ Latin assigns particu-
lar books to students in AP classes and 
a choice between four additional books 
for other classes; Bryn Mawr and Gilman 
assign books for each grade, and also de-
mand additional reading—we require only 
that students read a single book. As intel-
lectual and generally interested students, 

we are expected to use our summer time 
to read as, and what, we please. 

This works. Rather than being forced 
to mark up and scrutinize the text, solely 
so that we can shoot our hands up in a 
fall class, we instead have the opportu-
nity to relax and to truly enjoy what we’re 
reading. There is plenty of time during 
the school year to analyze and pull out 
our post-its. 

Those who are cynical of Park’s sys-
tem, who believe that teenagers should 
be reading “the classics” so they can be 
well versed at dinner parties years down 
the road, should hear this: we don’t need 
to be assigned Hemingway and Kerouac; 
we’ll read them on our own time and fall 
in love with them — or not — in our own 
way. 

The summer is an incredible oppor-
tunity to devour books (even if they’re 
about vampires or wizards), and to return 
to school in the fall without already feel-
ing behind. 

Take a look at the 2011 summer read-
ing list. Circle, underline, and cross out. 
We’ll all be relaxed in our beach chairs 
this summer.  
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Five years ago, I snaked down a dark hallway 
full of strobe lights, crepe paper streamers, ground-
shaking cheers, and chants of “Seniors.” The feel-
ing in the Upper School was electric, and though 
I had never expected my fi rst day to be like this, 
I only had to pass by a few screaming students to 
know I had picked the right place to work.  Any 
place where kids were allowed to take over the hall-
way in what could best be described as “controlled 
chaos” was the right place for me. 

That moment was only the introduction to many 
unexpected things that would happen at Park. That 
shouldn’t have been surprising, though; Park is a 
place where the unexpected happens every day.

Park’s unexpectedness manifests itself in myriad 
ways: unexpected engagement, participation, stu-
dent involvement, maturity, insight, and opportuni-
ties to grow and learn. My students do things each 
day that amaze me—this is the stuff of teaching 
at Park, and is why it has been such a privilege to 
spend the last fi ve years here. 

It’s hard to explain Park to someone who has 
never been here—I often fi nd myself listing things 
that have just happened during the past week. 
My heart swells with pride when I talk about the 
world-class speakers who give assemblies about 
everything from working at the New York Times 
to performing cutting-edge astronomy research. I 
never forget to mention that students direct plays, 
exhibit their art, lead discussions, perform Arctic 
research, and travel to the South to learn about 
civil rights. 

The foundation that supports all of these quint-
essential Park experiences is a fundamental trust 
that teachers and students have in one another. It’s 
something that’s impossible to explain to outsiders, 
and even harder to replicate. 

There are so many things I will miss about Park, 
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Dr. Chris Kraft, of the Johns 
Hopkins Sexual Behaviors Con-
sultation Unit, came to assem-
bly Wednesday, May 11, to talk 
about sexuality and the internet. 
Kraft is currently the Co-Direc-
tor of Clinical Services at Johns 
Hopkins. 

He is a licensed psychologist 
and certifi ed sex therapist with 
the American Association of 
Sex Educators Counselors and 
Therapists. 

As a faculty member at JHU, 
he lectures college students on 
psychology and sexuality; this 
assembly was the fi rst time he 
had ever spoken to high school 
students about the subject, let 
alone an audience made up most-
ly of sophomores. 

He ended up talking about 
pornography, sexting, sex para-
phernalia, a few of his patients, 
and the “vibrator” (his cell 
phone) in his pocket. This is not 
necessarily a bad thing –  other 
than, perhaps the vibrator joke 
–  but he handled it all very un-
professionally. 

Our own Sexual Health Co-
ordinator, Debbie Roffman, 
defi nes sex as “a behavior that 

leads to, or is intended to, lead to 
erotic arousal.” She’ll look you 
in the eye and tell you this with 

a straight face, not because she’s 
working hard to avoid laughing, 
but because she honestly doesn’t 
fi nd her defi nition funny. 

She can say with a straight 
face (when referring to her male 
genital diagram) that she “left her 
penis at St. Paul’s.” She can terri-
fy you into learning the defi nition 
of a hormone, and, by the end 
of their time in middle school, 
all students certainly know it. 
(In case you were wondering, 
it’s a chemical messenger that 
is produced by one organ of the 
body, travels through the blood 
stream to another organ and tells 
it what to do.) And, she can rattle 
off the parts of the human repro-
ductive system without ever jok-
ing about demonstrating sexual 
intercourse.

Sex and sexuality are not in-
herently inappropriate, which is 
to say that they can and should 
be talked about openly and se-
riously without making people 
uncomfortable. 

Debbie Roffman, our resident 
“sex lady,” does this very well 
in the required Sexual Education 
class that she teaches each quar-

photo by Mark Plakotoris ‘12
Dr. Chris Kraft, sex therapist and JHU faculty member, spoke 
to the Upper School May 11.

by Hilde Wulf ‘13

Nobody does it better than Debbie Roffman 

There’s something about 
melted mozzarella cheese, warm 
tomato sauce, and oven baked 
dough that every kid loves.  Piz-
za, the simplest cuisine, is gold 
in Park hallways.  Ever since the 
cafeteria moved to healthier op-
tions (though that is a debate for 
another day), pizza has been hard 
to come by on school grounds.  

About once a month, however, 
for the past 
four years, 
the Class 
of 2011 has 
sold pizza 
at lunch.  

The line always stretches down 
the hallway, with students hap-
pily paying two dollars per slice.  
Combined with the sale of soda 
for one dollar a can, the senior 
class has made a small fortune 
off of these sales.

Pizza is an impulse buy.  The 
success of a pizza sale is lim-
ited only by the amount of pizza 
available.  High school boys 
are the optimal customers; with 
seemingly bottomless stomachs, 
many of them can go through an 
entire pie.  Within 15 minutes, 
the product is always sold out, at 
which point pizza vanishes from 
campus for another month until 
the next sale.

Upon the seniors’ departure, 

there has been debate over who 
should take over the sale of piz-
za.  The freshman class asked 
for permission fi rst, and much 
to the chagrin of the juniors, 
they were granted rights to the 
Park School pizza monopoly.  In 
the weeks that followed, the two 
grades worked out an agreement 
for next year, under which they 
will split the sales on a monthly 
basis. Still, this resolution seems 
unsatisfactory.

The school policy, designed to 
prevent inter-grade competition, 
is that only one grade can sell 
pizza at a time.  For this reason, 
if both freshmen and juniors wish 
to sell pizza, they must come to 
an agreement. And, though the 
cooperation of the classes may 
sound courteous and democratic, 
for the average student it means 
only one thing: weeks on end 
with no pizza to be found.  

On the other hand, if one 
grade, club, or team were to sell 
pizza every week, regardless of 
the group’s specifi c nature, hun-
dreds of dollars would be raised. 
So I implore the school, for the 
good of the students, to open up 
the sale of pizza: not only would 
it help contribute to the prosper-
ity of our fi ne causes, but even 
more importantly, our uncanny 
desire for pizza would be satis-
fi ed.

ter, but Kraft failed to create a 
similar atmosphere, one in which 
people could actually learn from 
what he was saying. Instead, he 
made sex seem inappropriate, 
and it made me, for one, very 
uncomfortable. 

The assembly could have been 
informative, eye opening, and 
maybe even interesting enough 
to keep the audience awake, but 
for any of that to happen, the pre-
senter would have needed to have 
a clear respect for the subject. 

Expecting a bunch of high 
school kids to learn when the 
second thing out of your mouth 
is the threat of a “splash zone” 
is unreasonable. Expecting an 
open and personal discussion in 
a large forum like assembly is 
also irrational. 

Still, the assembly served its 
purpose. Talk has been stirred, 
and while some might dismiss 
it as a laugh, the majority of stu-
dents and teachers that I’ve spo-
ken to have proceeded to have 
open discussions about sexual-
ity and its appropriateness in a 
school assembly. 

Pizza resolution unsatisfactory
Administration should remove sales restrictions on pizza

but if I had to name the one thing that I will miss 
most, I would say trust. I have been trusted by 
parents to shape and mold amazing minds, by the 
administration and my colleagues with the freedom 
to design and implement all of the electives that I 
can imagine, and by students. I can’t imagine go-
ing to another place where students can call me by 
my fi rst name and trust me to provide them with 
stimulating, enriching curriculum that meets them 
where they are and pushes them to a new level of 
understanding. Conversely, I can’t imagine being 
at another place where students trust me enough to 
tell me that something about class isn’t working, 
so that we can change it together.

I will never forget my fi ve years here, from 
watching students support one another during 
the loss of a fellow classmate and co-sponsoring 
summer reading books, to participating in FACAs 
with colleagues and taking students to Cuernavaca, 
to team-teaching classes with extraordinary col-
leagues and watching hundreds of students cross 
the stage to accept their diplomas at graduation. 
Thank you, Park, for forming so many of my mile-
stones as a teacher and as a human being. I have 
grown in unexpected ways from being within these 
walls, and I will always cherish the generosity, 
openness, and trust that I have received here.   

Experiences to cherish
by Monica West, English

photo by D. Stern ‘12
English teacher Monica West will move to San 
Francisco this summer.

by Jake Max ‘12



some families who were wonderful 
matches for the school, it had to do with 
[our] not being able to fund their needs,” 
said Mennette DuBose San-Lee, Director 
of Financial Assistance and Enrollment 
Management.

 “Of course,  the positive news is that 
we will be the most socioeconomically 
diverse school we’ve ever been, having 
a higher percentage of families receiving 
some form of fi nancial assistance [than 
ever before],” she said.  

Upper School admission, in particu-
lar, has had a successful season. “Over 
the last several years, our number of ap-
plicants has been pretty consistent,” said 
Ruthie Kalvar, Associate Director of Up-
per School Admission. “This year, though, 
we did look at more applications than last 
year -- probably 10 percent more.” 

The number of new students accepted 

For most students, the end of the school 
year is in sight as summer draws closer 
with each passing day. For the admission 
offi ce, though, the job is far from over. 
“The admission offi ce is now a year-round 
offi ce,” said Director of Admission Megan 
Ford. 

 Though most acceptance letters were 
mailed out on February 15, a second 
wave of applications will keep staff busy 
throughout the coming months.

Overall, the school is expected to meet 
its targeted enrollment number of 860. 
The number is lower than in most years, 
but, according to Ford, “Demographics 
have shown a decrease in population of 
young children nationally for a several 
year period, but 2005 marks the year with 
the most signifi cant dip.” 

It’s a problem that other schools are 
facing as well, not only regionally but 
nationally.

As the nation’s economic climate con-
tinues to affect admissions, the school 
maintains a fi rm commitment to providing 
fi nancial assistance for current families 
before appropriating money to new fami-
lies. As a result, the admission offi ce had 
to consider a new family’s ability to pay 
full tuition in making its decisions.

“Where we were not able to enroll 
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Admissions grapples with increased fi nancial need
by Hannah Sibel ‘13

‘The positive news 
is that we will be the 
most socioeconomi-
cally diverse school 
that we’ve ever been.’

Mennette DuBose San-Lee

into the Upper School fl uctuates each 
year, and depends primarily on the size 
of the incoming ninth grade class. This 
year’s eighth grade is relatively large, and 
its size thus restricts the number of pos-
sible ninth grade admits. 

The new admittances to the rising ninth 
grade class will come from a variety of 
different schools, including public schools 
such as Dunbar Middle School, religious 
schools such as Krieger Schechter, area 
private schools including Gilman and Ro-
land Park Country School, and out of state 
schools for students who have relocated. 

The offi ce is in the process of sorting 
through a second round of applications 
and is continuing to accept qualifi ed ap-
plicants wherever they have space. Gener-
ally speaking, late applications come from 
students whose families have recently 
relocated to Baltimore, or from students 
whose families have chosen to move them 
from public to private school.

Aside from seeking new students, ad-
mission staff members have also spent 
time working to ensure the retention of 
current families. “We started working 
with families earlier in the year than [we 
have done] in the past, with regard to ask-
ing for re-enrollment commitments so 
that we would be able to better plan for 
new admission,” said San Lee. With a 90 
percent retention rate, those efforts have 
proven successful. 

Financial update: last year’s savings pay off  for school

With the school year drawing to a 
close, last year’s budget cuts have proven 
to be effective. According to Director of 
Finance and Operations, Joan Webber, the 
school is on track to meet, but not exceed, 
the budget established for this year. 

Despite ideas for future growth, the 
school did not add any new faculty or 
administrative positions. Additionally, no 
renovations were made to existing build-
ings, and there were no new structures 
added to the campus. 

“There are always ideas for expendi-
tures, such as an increased number of bus 
routes, or a renovated cafeteria, but we 
have to stay within our means,” Webber 
said.

Though no new staff positions were 
added for the current year, some jobs 
were eliminated or reduced from full to 
part-time.  Additional personnel cuts or 
work schedule changes will occur next 
year, too. 

 Both current and future fi nancial sta-
bility depend on the school’s endowment, 
or donations fund. According to Webber, 
the endowment fund is particularly impor-
tant because “we draw from it annually in 
a systematic, planned way.” 

Director of Development Roger Se-
idenman explained that “it costs a few 
thousand dollars more to educate a student 
than the full tuition covers,” and that the 

extra cost is covered by a 5 percent annual 
withdrawal from the endowment fund.

Parents and alumni typically donate to 
the Annual Fund, which is a yearly cam-
paign to boost the endowment. Seiden-
man noted that nearly 100 percent of the 
faculty contributes to the fund each year. 

Donations to the endowment through 
the Annual Fund have improved this year, 
largely as a result of increased confi dence 
in the national economy.

 “We are ahead of last year’s $1.4 
million pace,” said Seidenman, mean-
ing that the school is on target to raise 
more than last year if donations continue 
to come in at the same rate. The school’s 
upcoming centennial also provides an 

Annual Fund fl ourishes as school remains on track to meet this year’s budget
by Gabe Acheson ‘12

additional fi nancial opportunity for the 
Annual Fund. 

The Centennial Campaign, which com-
plements the upcoming celebrations, is in 
its initial stages. These efforts have raised 
“$16 million in pledges so far,” according 
to Seidenman, but are “a long way from 
the fi nish.”

Seidenman reports that “the Centennial 
Campaign will improve three main areas: 
faculty salaries, which enables the school 
to hire the best teachers possible; fi nancial 
assistance, which gives more students the 
ability to afford a Park School education; 
and professional development opportuni-
ties, which support faculty recruitment 
and retention.”
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Annual Fund: 2010 vs. 2011

More money has been raised for this year’s annual fund, as of June 7, 2011, 
than was raised for last year’s annual fund by June 7, 2010.

Although, the fi rst time around, 
Build-A-Block’s application to the 
Pepsi Refresh program was not suc-
cessfully proccessed, the application 
was accepted for the May competi-
tion. 

The application didn’t recieve 
enough votes to win the competi-
tion – Park fi nished in 49th place, but 
Habitat members were still happy that 
they applied. “It got other schools in-
volved,” said Zoe Sellman ‘13, a club 
leader.

News in 
Brief

Build-A-Block vies for Pepsi 
Refresh Grant

   

 Students in Monica West’s Fiction 
Writing class showcased their work 
on the evening of Wednesday, May 
24. Each student chose fi ve minutes 
of a workshopped, polished piece to 
share with the small audience of par-
ents and friends. 

“We had received critiques on ev-
erything that we’d written,” said Mark 
Rothleitner ’12, “so it was hard to pick 
the one that was most presentable.” 
Pieces varied in voice and structure, 
but all demonstrated a clear sense of 
creativity. 

Fiction writing class holds 
semester showcase

   

The Park Animal Welfare Society 
(PAWS) held the ninth annual Bark 
at Park, May 21. A mix of students, 
parents, faculty, and pets attended the 
event, which featured a rented moon-
bounce, alongside a number of arts-
and-crafts stations.

PAWS leader Noah Sakin ‘12, who 
played a key role in organizing the 
event, estimates that the group raised 
$1,500, which will be contributed to 
local animal shelters.

PAWS organizes ninth 
annual Bark-at-Park festival
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Several weeks after the “Stu-
dent Revolution,” movement to-
wards visible change has started 
to emerge in the Student Gov-
ernment. 

One such change includes the 
formation of a committee which, 
over the summer, will draft 
amendments to the Student Con-
stitution. The committee, which 
will consist of fi ve Senators, and 
fi ve students, will be selected by 
random lottery among people 
who indicate interest.  

“Amending the Constitution 
will give students the power to 
reform it,” said Iman Williams 
‘13, President-Elect for the up-
coming school year. “I want 
Student Government to be an 

accurate representation of the 
student body, and we can do that 
by changing the Constitution.” 

Vice President-Elect Ben 
Miller ’13 added that the new 
potential Student Government 
amendments will deal with Sena-
tor attendance and the number of 
Senators elected per grade.

According to Sofi e Rudin ‘13, 
a member of Senate, the biggest 
problem with Student Govern-
ment is the lack of communica-
tion between the elected offi cials 
and the rest of the student body. 

Senate has looked at possible 
solutions to the communication 
problem: one such possibility 
includes differentiating between 
“critical” and “noncritical” is-
sues.” 

Critical issues, according to 

Rudin, are matters that affect the 
entire student body or those that 
could change student life at Park.  
These issues would be presented 
in assembly and be voted on by 
the entire Upper School in ad-
visory.

Williams cited the registration 
lottery system, parking privileges 
for juniors, immersion week, and 
the denotation of “accelerated” 
classes, as possible “critical is-
sues.”

In response to the post-elec-
tion uproar, Williams suggested 
that those who have something 
to say about Student Govern-
ment should attend meetings 
on Wednesday during X block. 
“I would love to hear from the 
people who criticized Student 
Government,” she said.

by Julia Gross ‘14

Senate to amend Student Constitution

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12
Iman Williams, elected next year’s Student Council President, says that she hopes to create a 
more transparent culture, in which non-Senators will still participate in major discussions.

photo by D. Stern ‘12
Third grade students began building a greenhouse out of 
plastic bottles May 21. Collecting clear two-liter bottles 
proved to be more diffi cult than they had anticipated.

Third graders construct greenhouse of recycled bottles
by Sam Imhoff  ‘14

Tuesdays, from 3:00-4:00 
p.m., a group of 13 third grad-
ers, supervised by Lower School 
Spanish teacher Michelle Levin 
and Lower School Assistant Prin-
cipal Susannah Wolf assemble to 
work towards erecting a waist-
high greenhouse constructed 
entirely of recycled two-liter 
bottles. 

The idea was conceived in 
early February by Señora Levin’s 
third grade class,  when she was 
showing her students photo-
graphs of her trip to Nicaragua. 
They took particular interest in an 
image of a house that consisted 
primarily of plastic bottles. Fas-
cinated by this environmentally-

friendly structure, they asked if  
they could make their own. “I 
think it’s really cool… I love ar-
chitecture, and I love building,” 
said Reed Cooper ’20. 

The kids have been invested in 
the success of their eco-friendly 
initiative. “They’ve been really 
empowered in leading the pro-
cess of making the greenhouse,” 
said Levin. From contacting ca-
tering companies, to dumpster 
diving in search of used bottles, 
to selling root beer fl oats at the 
Moore’s Branch Festival, the 
third graders have shown great 
dedication.

To construct a greenhouse 
as tall as an adult, Levin hopes 
to receive 1,000 2-liter bottles; 
unfortunately, they’ve only col-

lected 500 as of now. If they can 
accumulate 100 more, they will 
be able to construct a waist-high 
greenhouse that will function 
similarly. 

The greenhouse will be placed 
next to the current Lower School 
garden, just outside of the wood-
working workshop. It will benefi t 
Lower School classes that want 
to cultivate a garden that will sur-
vive the colder months.  

“The project was benefi cial 
for those kids who participated 
over the semester, parents who 
had fun helping with the build 
day, future generations, the gar-
deners at Park, and Park, because 
it is a visible example of the sus-
tainability work that engages kids 
on a regular basis.” said Wolf.

Among its closest indepen-
dent school competitors, Park 
will be the last to celebrate a 
centennial anniversary.  With the 
special year rapidly approaching, 
plans are already in full swing. 
The Centennial will commence 
at the Class of 2012’s graduation 
and continue through graduation 
the following year. 

A committee, consisting of 
17 diverse representatives from 
the community, has met over the 
course of the year to plan the cel-
ebration.  Co-chairs are English 
teacher Kevin Coll, parent Da-
vid Sachs ‘88, former fi fth grade 
teacher Linda Halpert, parent and 
alumna Margot Lessans ‘80, and 
alumnus Rahsan Lindsay ’90.

The stated mission of the 
Centennial committee is “To 
celebrate the accomplishments 
of Park School students, alumni, 
faculty and staff, and to enhance 
Park’s core values and educa-
tional philosophy, entering its 
second century.” “Our centen-
nial is about what makes Park 
unique,” said Lessans. “[It will] 
honor and celebrate all that Park 
is.” 

The general slogan for the 
2012-2013 centennial campaign 
is “Make history—a reminder, an 
approach, an invitation, and an 
imperative”: a reminder that Park 
made history when it opened in 
1912 as a progressive institu-
tion; an approach, in that Park is 
making history collaboratively; 
an invitation to the community 
to make history; and an impera-
tive to continue to focus on the 
uniqueness of Park. 

The Centennial will include 
different events and activities 
throughout the school year, which 

will embrace the community as a 
whole. “It will be a celebration,” 
said Coll, “but it’s important it’s 
not just another party.” 

The basic structure for the 
year includes 12 anchor initia-
tives, events that are guaranteed 
to take place. Two of these are 
a centennial campaign to raise 
funds for the school and a special 
auction. Another plan includes  
a type of  “StoryCorps,” simi-
lar to the National Public Radio 
project, which will record stories 
by asking members of the com-
munity questions such as: “What 
is your favorite Park memory?” 
or “What was your best learning 
experience?”

“It is important to us that we 
are preserving people’s voices,” 
said Coll. 

Students will also play a role, 
and teachers are already fi nding 
ways to incorporate the centen-
nial in their classrooms. For in-
stance, Coll is offering a course 
next fall called “Writing Life 
Stories,” which will include writ-
ing profi les and oral histories of 
legendary Park fi gures that will 
be saved and used for the Cen-
tennial. “This is the work of any 
centennial,” said Coll, “but what 
makes this different is students 
will be doing it.” While this is 
normally the work of outside his-
torians, by making this a hands-
on project, Park is continuing 
its do-it-yourself philosophy in 
planning its centennial.

The committee is also eager to 
use this centennial as an oppor-
tunity to reach out to the greater 
Baltimore community. “We hope 
to educate the Baltimore commu-
nity about Park and to showcase 
what Park is all about,” said Les-
sans. “We are 100 years old after 
all…and we are here to stay!” 

by Leah Shapiro ‘12

School plans for Centennial
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experience of being a gay middle 
schooler.

Espey also co-chaired a two-week 
Faculty and Curricular Advancement 
Program (FACA) entitled “Putting 
Gay in a Positive Context. During the 
seminar, 12 teachers across all divi-
sions worked together to “look at all 
of the resources, bringing the concept 
of sexual orientation and its differences 
into curriculum.” 

Espey said that one of the FACA’s 
main goals was to research techniques 
for teachers to “discuss [sexuality] in 
a comfortable way, and create a school 

Wesleyan University, and then taught 
for four years at St. Ann’s school in New 
York. After his tenure at St. Ann’s, he 
became interested in arts education and 
spent eight years working for a variety of 
different arts related programs. 

For the past 11 years, he has held the 
position of Head of the Visual Arts De-
partment at Trinity School in New York. 
There, he also works in other capacities, 
working for the yearbook and Upper 
School curriculum committee. 

“I was impressed by his breadth of 
knowledge about so many aspects of edu-
cation,” Paradis said.  “From the arts to 
the sciences to humanities, he expressed 
an appreciation for all the various com-
ponents that go into making the Upper 
School excellent.”

Though Bergman has lived in New 
York for his entire adult life, he is excited 
for a new start, as well as the opportunity 

to live in Baltimore. “New York offers 
so much, but it comes at a tremendous 
cost,” Bergman said. “My wife Adrienne 
and I came to the point of being ready 
to leave the city.” Bergman also believes 
the school will be a great fi t for his son 

Gabriel, who will enter the sixth grade 
next school year.

Now at the end of a process he de-
scribed as “rigorous,” Bergman “can’t 
wait to dive into such a remarkably suc-
cessful school.”

In his new role as Upper School Princi-
pal, Bergman plans to “continue to build 
upon the legacy of success from the last 99 
years.”  His vision will be created in what 
he called a “collaborative effort” between 
Paradis, Assistant Head of School Betsy 
Leighton, the faculty, and himself.

“He values the kind of open and cre-
ative inquiry that we believe to be the 
foundation of everything we do,” said 
Paradis. “He takes a lot of joy in the work 
he does. We look for faculty who really 
love what they do and he possesses that 
love.” 

To get better acquainted with his new 
role, Bergman visited May 10, attending 
several classes and eating lunch with a 
group of about 15 students for a question 
and answer session. 

One moment that stood out during the 
lunch session was Bergman’s response to 
Jack Califano ’12, when Califano stated 
that he could not double in art and drop 
science, as he wanted to do, because he 
believed his college application would be 
weakened by doing so. “Why would you 
want to go to a college who doesn’t want 
you for you?” Bergman asked. 

“I thought that it was interesting, and 
that it was a very Park-like response,” said 
Charlie Singer ’12.

 “One of the real draws of Park, for 
me, was meeting students. They were very 
interesting, thoughtful and exciting,” said 
Bergman. “I have always believed that 
the best way to lead is in a collaborative 
manner and it will be great to have the 
opportunity to do so.”

Bergman continued from p. 1

Espey continued from p. 1

   Favorite movie?   Don’t Look Now

   Favorite book for recreational reading? Fortress of Solitude
  
   Favorite Communist revolutionary? Trotsky

   Favorite ice cream flavor? Coff ee Heath Bar Crunch

   Favorite place in New York? Museum of Modern Art

  Favorite bird? Orioles, of course!         

                                                                   Mac or PC? Mac
     

            Coke or Pepsi? Ginger ale  
      
                                                                                          Dogs or Cats? Cats                            
                                           

                                                                   Barack or Hillary? Barack

              Hard or soft cookies? Soft  

                                                                                         Ravens or Giants? Ravens                 
     

                                                                   Coffee or Tea? Decaf 

                                                                                         Right or left handed? Righty

Espey wins GLSEN award
climate that is safe and accepting.” 

Of the 100 teachers nominated from 
around the country, Espey believes GLS-
EN was particularly impressed with those 
that were actively engaged in trying to 
bring matters of sexual orientation into 
the curriculum. 

“There are some schools in the country 
where teachers are forbidden to even talk 
about sexual orientation,” he said, noting 
that Park integrates the issue in an “age 
appropriate, and authentic way.” For the 
award, Espey gives credit to the entire 
community: “It really belongs to whole 
school,” he said, “and I couldn’t have 
done any of this without [the support of] 
all of the other teachers.”

Do You Know
 Daniel Bergman?

iPads arrive for test run

Though iPads are often seen as over-
sized toys, Park may join the ranks of 
schools that have begun using them in an 
educational context.

So far, the school has acquired fi ve 
iPads to begin evaluating them and the 
possibility of their widespread use.  Two 
of the fi ve belong to the art department, 
and, pending budgetary approval, the de-
partment could purchase a cart of iPads 
as soon as this fall.

The primary purpose of these iPads 
would be word processing and web surf-
ing, and they would serve to supplement 
the two existing computer labs located 
in the Wyman Arts Center. According 
to Christine Tillman, one of the teach-
ers evaluating the iPad for use at school, 
“The digital lab and keyboard lab aren’t 
meeting our needs.”

For years, the art department has been 
trying to secure a laptop cart like those 
in the Middle School, but, according to 
Susan Weintraub, Director of Technology, 
the price point of a laptop cart prohibits 
such a purchase. 

The two computer labs in the art de-
partment are currently used for artistic 
design programs, both visual and musi-
cal.  Yet there are many classes, such as 
art history and playwriting, that do in-
class writing but don’t require the same 
advanced computers.  In the past, these 
classes have been forced to move to the 
library, a process which cuts down on stu-
dents’ work time.

Several other uses for the device in-
clude linking them with projectors, al-
lowing a teacher to move around the 
classroom while giving presentations, 
and accessing content available through 
iPad apps.  

Though that would open up new op-
portunities for both teachers and students, 
Tillman fears that it might be too much for 
teachers. “It’s going to be harder for our 
faculty than our students [to learn how to 
use the iPads],” she said.

iPads were not the only devices 
considered by the school.  The depart-
ment has looked at many different 
types of laptops and tablets, but has 
found iPads to be most suitible both 
in terms of pricing and capabilities.   

by Tyler Lerner ‘13

Middle School science teacher Rich Espey is the Gay, Lesbian, Straight Edu-
cation Network’s Educator of the Year for 2011.

photo by M. Plakatoris ‘12

‘[Bergman] values 
the kind of  open and 
creative inquiry that 
we believe to be the 
foundation of  every-
thing we do.’             
  Dan Paradis

School considers buying iPad cart for Arts Department

   
   

                                                                                                                                                     
               

                                                                       

             

                                                                                                                                             
   

                                                                    

                                                                                                                              



Kayla Franze ’11 is working 
at the Offi ce of the Chief Medi-
cal Examiner (OCME). Each 
day when she arrives at the of-
fi ce she helps her supervisor 
make spreadsheets and sends 
out autopsy reports.  “My new 
generation technology skills help 
speed up the process,” said Fran-
ze. “I’m glad I can help her with 
her work by fi nishing computer-
related tasks in 30 minutes that 
might take her the majority of 
the day.” 

Computer work, however, 
isn’t all that she’s doing. What 
is a medical examiner’s offi ce 
without some dead bodies? “I 
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About two months ago, my friends 
introduced me to an online dating game 
where the goal is to get the main girl, 
“Ariane,” to sleep with you. In this virtual 
dating experience, players are given op-
tions to go through the motions of dating 
to eventually seduce “Ariane.” 

No two dates are alike and every 
game is ultimately different. As more of 
my friends played the game, we started 
discussing our “dating experiences” and, 
well, “frustrations” at lunch. We joked 
how annoying it must be for guys when 
girls play hard to get like picky “Ariane” 
or how perhaps this was good practice 
for boys. The more we talked, the more I 
realized the absurdity of the game. Here 
we were at lunch, complaining about how 
hard it was to get this fake girl to sleep 
with us! Has dating become a game mere-
ly to get an opponent to sleep with you?

Once upon a time, dating was a family 
affair. It involved building a relationship; 
formal courtships arranged by parents 
were the norm, and the expected outcome 
of these courtships was a lifelong mar-
riage. Later, dating evolved to men having 
the freedom to ask out whomever they 
pleased. Dates which began as dinner and 
dancing, evolved into dinner and a movie. 
Dating up to this point took guts and con-
fi dence; in-person connection was vital. It 
was not until the creation of online dating 
that dating truly became informal. 

While online dating originally created a 
stigma, as time went on it quickly became 
the new fad. True, different dating sites 
have different philosophies but most aim 
towards setting up perfect couples that can 
and will, in the end, sustain a committed 
relationship. Is virtual dating the next step 
in the evolution of dating in our society? 
Yet, there is a clear distinction that sets 
apart this virtual dating game than any 
other form of dating. The distinction is 
in the ultimate goal. In “Dating Ariane” 
the goal is sex and nothing more, for she 
usually sends the player home the next 
morning without any more than a “We 
didn’t do a lot of sleeping, did we?”

“Dating Ariane”, in truth, has a lot 
to say about the reality of dating these 
days. Many would argue, especially in 
high school, that dating has evolved into 
merely “hooking up.” No longer do most 
people strive for committed, long term 
relationships. Instead, they opt for the ca-
sual “hook up.” Although complimenting, 
impressing and kissing a virtual girl in 
order to “sleep” with her may seem like a 
ridiculous waste of time, in reality it says 
a lot about what dating has evolved into 
today. Hint: she really enjoys stargazing; 
you better know your constellations.

The SEX Column is a space designed 
for students to talk openly about issues 
related to sexual orientation, gender, and 
romance. 
by Leah Shapiro ‘12

The SEX 
Column

The fi rst day of his senior 
project, Ethan Rosenberg ’11 
played a concert in New York 
City. Rosenberg is working on 
E’s Records, his record label. He 
started his label in the winter of 
2010 and has been working on it 
ever since. Mostly, he has been 
working on recording, market-
ing, and design.

Rosenberg doesn’t have a 
strict routine. “Some days I’ll be 
in a studio all day and other days 
I might be in the offi ce all day,” 
Rosenberg said. “Most of my 
days involve a lot of phone calls 
to different media sources.” 

For publicity Rosenberg 

Brooke Moscow ’11 is work-
ing at Baltimore Freedom Acad-
emy (BFA), a public charter 
school in Baltimore city. She got 
the idea last year, during an as-
sembly by Corey Gaber ’03, who 
spoke about public education and 
mentioned BFA. 

Moscow knew it would be 
the perfect fi t for her: “I love 
working with kids and I thought 
that the whole public education 
issue as well as what BFA was 
doing was really interesting, so 
it seemed like the perfect oppor-
tunity.” 

She works in a seventh grade 

by Quinn Salditch ‘13

Rounding out high school with real-work experiences
Senior Projects 2011

Six weeks before the end of the school year, seniors left  to embark on end of the year projects. These projects 
give students the opportunity to explore their interests, and gain hands-on experience, in a variety of fi elds. Some 
projects include working in restaurants, going crabbing, hiking the Appalachian Trail, working for political 
campaigns, teaching underprivileged and mentally handicapped children, and working in a fl orist’s shop— just 
to name a few. Features has taken a closer look at a selection of these ventures.

did see an autopsy; I thought I 
would not like it but it was actu-
ally really cool and interesting,” 
Franze said.  “I think the most 
interesting part was seeing the 
bodies wide open, watching them 
clean the organs. I was surprised 
that I didn’t vomit or faint!”  

Franze also got to explore 
the histology department, which 
works with tissue samples. 

Overall, “I got to do a lot of 
things I may not have otherwise 
and I met some very interesting 
people.” Fortunately, Franze 
added, “I have not had to touch 
any dead bodies; I would prob-
ably die if I had to touch one.”

K. Franze works with medical examiner

E. Rosenberg continues to build label
made contacts with magazines 
and newspapers ranging from 
the local B Magazine and The 
Baltimore Sun to nationally ac-
claimed magazines such as Roll-
ing Stone and Downbeat. 

 Rosenberg has also spent 
time preparing a summer tour 
for his band. “I have booked four 
of the most desirable dates and 
locations in Baltimore for shows 
this summer.” Rosenberg is very 
pleased with his senior project. 
“A lot of my project has been 
very exciting, honestly,” Rosen-
berg said. “This was a perfect 
choice.” 

www.esrecords.org

B. Moscow inspired by assembly, teaches at Freedom Academy
classroom with a young humani-
ties teacher named Ms. Clay. 
Moscow does everything she can 
to help in the classroom, but her 
responsibilities vary daily.

“Today they were reading ar-
ticles and answering questions 
about them in small groups, so 
I was fl oating around and help-
ing them with things they didn’t 
understand,” Moscow said. 

Moscow highly enjoyed her 
project.“I absolutely love it and 
would highly recommend it to 
next year’s seniors! The kids are 
so fun to be around; they crack 
me up!” 

photo courtesy Jordan August

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12

photo courtesy B. Moscow ‘11



FeatThe Postscript8

The Best 
A warm good-bye to Mike Mc
inspired good humor and driv

The Northwest School, located at the heart 
of urban Seattle, Washington will be Mike 
McGill’s new home next fall. McGill will take 
the place of current head and cofounder of the 
school Ellen Taussig, who is retiring after 31 
years at Northwest. 

While searching for a new school, McGill 
had specifi c criteria in mind. The school 
needed to strive to supply its students with a 
progressive education and focus on creating 
a diverse community. Coming from Park, the 
standards for these criteria would be high, but 
Northwest’s integrated curriculum of interdis-
ciplinary studies seems to be a natural fi t. 

“Seattle is a very liberal, entrepreneurial, 
west coast, laid back city that is more prone 
to outside the box thinking,” McGill said.  
Therefore, the schools in the area refl ect that 
philosophy and way of life. 

Like Park, The Northwest School stresses 

Where he’s headed: McGill to l
student-teacher relationships and holds the 
philosophy that learning should be exciting 
and motivational. Northwest also has a very 
strong arts program that is integrated into the 
academics. In fact, students are required to 
take an art class throughout all four of their 
high school years. 

 Northwest is also, as McGill put it, not an 
“athletic powerhouse.” This is partly due to 
the lack of facilities, seeing as the school is 
located in an urban setting where fi eld space 
is scarce. But, interestingly enough, the school 
is big on ultimate Frisbee. They have won 
the state championships seven out of the last 
10 years. 

A unique quality of Northwest is its inter-
national Program, which allows for roughly 
70 students from around the world to attend 
school in Seattle. About half of these students 
board in a converted apartment building, while 
the other half either live with host families or 
their own extended family in the area. 

by Baylor Knobloch ‘14

The principal
by David Agronin ‘13

Mike McGill came to a very different Park 
when he started, in 1998. “It’s hard to think 
back that far,” McGill said, “It was a lot less 
funky and progressive than the school I had 
come from.” McGill, who had been the Dean 
of Students and Residential Life at The Cam-
bridge School of Weston in Boston (another 
progressive school), saw a Park School that 
was progressive in title, but not as much in 
practice.  

McGill instituted changes fairly quickly. 
One of the fi rst big changes was the addition 
of course evaluations, allowing for the school 
to become more progressive by actively in-
cluding student input in courses. 

The next step was a new schedule. Thir-
teen years ago, the schedule was a far cry 

from the one we have now. “There were seven 
40-minute blocks in a day, with no pausing 
time in between,” McGill said. Having come 
from a school with a unique “Modular Sched-
ule,” one that divided a year into seven sec-
tions, each with separate classes, McGll saw 
a need for change. 

And this change was not taken well, at 
least not at fi rst. “Parents were worried,” said 
McGill. “There were sit-ins, and a walk-out at 
assembly.” But the new schedule soon started 
to gain favor. 

“The change from shorter classes to 90 
minute blocks …is one that works well in Art 
classes,” said Music Chair Adele Dinerstein.

“The general mood of the upper school has 
become friendlier,” said English teacher How-
ard Berkowitz. “[He’s] a happy extrovert.” 

His impact on faculty 
relations are also no-
table. “I liked his way 
of handling faculty 
confl ict,” Berkowitz 
said. “He’ll come to 
our next [department] 
meeting, we’ll hear 
him out, and com-
pletely ignore him if 
we want to.” 

We can, without a 
doubt, say that Park 
is a better, more pro-
gressive school be-
cause of McGill.

Word on the Street:

‘At the Girls’ Lax championship, in 2009, 
when we were down by four with fi ve 
minutes left, I was not in a place to have 
positive expectations. I was smolder-
ing and mumbling to myself, wondering 
why we always choked in championship 
games, and then we pulled it off.’

What advice do you have for students 
at Mr. McGill’s new school?ol?

“Get to the 
cookies quickly.”

“Get ear plugs 
for his out-of-
tune whistling; 
baby carrots 
make a nice gift.”

Samantha R. ‘14

Jon Acheson, History

“Don’t leave 
your lax stick in 
the hallway.”
Seth D. ‘13

t Mr. McGill’s n

“Build a relation-
ship with him 
early; he’s invalu-
able.”
Kali T. ‘13
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of Times
cGill, who, for over a decade, 
ve in all who surrounded him.

‘The best part of  the job, for me, was 
the people: the intellectual excitement 
of  this place which I got when I spoiled 
myself, everyday, in a class visit; the back 
and forth in casual hallway conversations 
and in meetings; the liveliness and good 
intensity; the sense of  humor.’

lead The Northwest School
Northwest also has a strong emphasis on 

the humanities and has an integrated approach 
to history and English. Students meet for Hu-
manities nine times per week. Three times are 
lectures attended by their whole grade, three 
are “sections,” which are regular classes, and 
three are “conferences,” which are meetings 
with three students and a teacher to talk about 
their writing. In all of these different types of 
Humanities classes, both history and English 
are covered. 

Class schedules consist of 50-minute pe-
riods with certain disciplines having double 
periods on specifi c days. This will be a hard 
adjustment for 
McGill, espe-
cially because 
he was such an 
instrumental 
fi gure in the 
revolutionizing of Park’s schedule. 

Another change will be saying good-bye 

to the Bruin. Northwest did not have a mas-
cot, which was in line with their “tongue-
in-cheek attitude towards athletics,” McGill 
said.  But one day, a student decided to put 
his arts education into practice to create a 
costume of a mascot that he would wear at 
the school games and other events, which he 
called Haus.

McGill encountered Haus fi rst-hand dur-
ing a recent visit to Northwest to get a feel 
for the school and be introduced as the next 
head. 

Haus had both the closing and opening 
scenes in an all-school arts gala that took 
place when McGill was visiting. At the be-
ginning of the event, Taussig  wore the Haus 
costume and was pulled out onto the stage by 
students of Northwest’s mime class. Then, 
at the end of the show, Haus was pulled out 
again, but with McGill as the one inside. 

This was a monumental moment signify-
ing the passing of the keys to the “Haus.” 

The father of three

by Daniel Stern ‘12

As Mike McGill leaves our community, 
he does so both as an administrator and as 
a father. Since moving to Baltimore, McGill 
has sent his three children to Park – two have 
graduated, but the youngest of them, Gabe, is 
a current eighth grader. 

“Having a child going through the school 
really gives you insight as a teacher: you get 
to know all of the teachers from other divi-

sions, and it allowed me to gain even further 
appreciation for the remarkable faculty that 
we have here.

‘I loved every minute of  being a 
father and a principal at the same 
time. Happily, I usually didn’t 
have to wear both hats at once.’

Mike McGill

 The McGill kids have had to negotiate with 
their father an acceptable school relationship, 
one in which he would serve as something 
between a principal and a parent. 

“When I got to the Upper School, I would 
always see my dad at dances – which was 
obviously weird,” said Daniel McGill ’10. 
“So the deal, that my sister [Franny ‘08] and 
I worked out with him, was that he was only 
allowed to work the beginning of the dances, 
and that he was only allowed to work at the 
front desk.” The deal worked well: Daniel and 
Franny could mostly avoid Mike, as a dad, at 
dances, yet Mr. McGill, as a principal, could 
make his token appearances.

“It was also not great to vent to him about 
bad teachers, or too much homework, because 
he’d almost always take the side of the school,” 
Daniel said. “I could be having a terrible ex-
perience with some teacher, and he wouldn’t 
jump on board with my criticisms – he’d just 
tell me to do the work.”

As he moves to Seattle, McGill undoubt-
edly considers not only his own career, but also 
Gabe’s continued education. “Dad was very 
selective when he started looking at schools,” 
Daniel said. “He’s always said that he would 
never work at a school to which he wouldn’t 
want to send us.” 

McGill, putting parent before principal, 
echoed these sentiments: “There were schools 
that I encountered, during my search, that 
would have been interesting professionally,” 
he said, “but they weren’t going to be the right 
fi ts for Gabriel, so I declined their offers.”

‘I had been at a school where there were 
no teachers at all around during the sum-
mer, and where I could get my work 
done. Here, the place felt like school was 
still in session, except the faculty weren’t 
shaven and they were wearing shorts.’



phy, learning style, and over-
all culture are tremendously 
different than any public 
school, and students here 
are extremely fortunate to 
be able to learn in a school 

as unique as Park. 
I think that it 

is extremely 
impor tant 
for us to 
constantly 

remind our-
selves of this, 

and take action to promote 
our awareness of life outside 
of the “Park Bubble.” 

“I’ve been going to Broad-
ening the Conversation about 

tant thing for me is the lack 
of diversity. We’re all pretty 
much the same.” The vast 
majority of Park students are 
Caucasian and middle or up-
per-middle class.  But Park’s 
philosophy supports and en-
courages diversity within the 
student body and faculty.  It 
states that “learning fl our-
ishes when people 
work, think, 
and collabo-
rate within 
a diverse 
commu-
nity.”  
There is 
some racial 
and socio-
economic diver-
sity at Park, but certainly not 
as much as one would fi nd 
in a public school, which 
doesn’t have a tuition 
and is thus the more 
easily available for 
many families. 

However, Park 
has tuition for a 
reason. Our philoso-
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When the time came this May 
for twos (my lottery number) to 
register for classes, I made sure 
to ask my math teacher if I could 
leave class early.  He said yes, 
and so 10 minutes before X-
block started I walked quickly 
to scheduler Bob Carter’s offi ce 
and found myself second place 
in line.  Right in front of me was 
a classmate who had sprinted 
down the hallway and landed the 
last spot in the coveted Writing 
Practicum class.

Alexis Cruz also wanted to 
take Writing Practicum, but 
“somebody skipped the last 
20 minutes of assembly to get 
in front of [her] on the waiting 
list.”  

According to Carter, a ma-
jor problem with our fi rst-come 
fi rst-serve registration system 
is “kids leaving classes early so 
they can get in line.”

“We [also] know that students 
skipped assembly in order to get 
a higher lottery number, basi-
cally,” said Mike McGill, Upper 
School principal.

And why wouldn’t they?
In our registration system, 

the people who get the classes 

they want are usually the people 
whose teacher, like mine, let 
them out of class a few minutes 
early.

The incentive to be the fi rst 
in line outside of Carter’s offi ce 
creates an arms race scenario 
where students all try to one-up 
each other and leave class earlier 
than their peers.

And even if the administration 
somehow forbade students from 
leaving class early to register, the 
students who would get their top 
choices would be those whose 
classrooms were closest or who 
could run the fastest.  These fl aws 
are inherent in a fi rst-come fi rst-
serve system.

I’m not proposing a return to 
the opaque registration method 
that park used to use where stu-
dents write down the classes they 
want and then cross their fi ngers 
and pray while an administrator 
or computer creates the sched-
ule.  I like how most students 
walk into Carter’s offi ce know-
ing exactly which classes they 
will get.

There is another way, how-
ever, by which we could make 
our registration system fairer 
and make the classes you get less 

dependent on the mood of your 
teacher and your classroom’s 
proximity to the scheduler’s of-
fi ce.

What if the 80-something 
students in each grade, instead 
of being assigned numbers one 
through fi ve, were assigned 
numbers one through 80-some-
thing?  

Each student would have a 
predefi ned slot in the line.  They 
wouldn’t have to get out of class 
early or skip assembly in order 
to sign up for the courses they 
want.  

(“It wouldn’t be any more 
work for me,” noted Carter.)

This system would reduce the 
registration anxiety that comes 

from constantly wondering 
whether someone will beat you 
to the line.  

Some might say that our cur-
rent system is worth keeping be-
cause students can take initiative 
to supplement random chance.  
But I prefer the peace of mind 
that comes from knowing that 
you have a spot in line.

Registration causes unwanted competition
by Jeremy Cohen ‘12

Upper School Scheduler and science teacher Bob Carter works hard putting together a com-
plicated schedule of course offerings for the 2011-2012 school year.

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12

Nearly every Park student or 
teacher has heard of the “Park 
Bubble” at one point or another. 
But what is the “Park Bubble?” 
Does it really exist? 

In most cases, I think that this 
expression refers to the sheltered 
atmosphere of private school. In 
many private schools, the major-
ity of students are from similar 
backgrounds, socio-economic 
standings, and ethnicities. 

There is little sense of culture 
outside of the snippet of privi-
leged society within students’ 
daily lives. So my question is, 
does Park fall into this catego-
ry?

 “I think there defi nitely is [a 
‘Park Bubble’],” said Johanna 
Busch ’13. “The most impor-

Race,” said Busch.  “I think that 
it’s a really good opportunity.” 

Also, many Park students 
volunteer with clubs at Locker-
man Bundy (a public elemen-
tary school), Esperanza Center 
(a language and immigration 
service), and Our Daily Bread 
(a soup kitchen), where students 
can meet people with lives very 
different from their own. 

Still, because most students 
know very little about any life-
style other than theirs, our com-
munity has become somewhat 
ignorant. 

Traci Wright said “the bub-
ble” is “often a lack of exposure 
to events, people, places, and re-
ligions outside of our collective 
comfort zone.” 

How can private schools, no 
matter how progressive or sup-
portive, bring diversity into their 
student bodies if the tuition is so 
high? Unfortunately, many peo-
ple who do not fall into Park’s 
average socio-economic back-
ground simply cannot afford to 
attend Park. 

For the few students whose 

backgrounds do not fi t the ma-
jority criteria, it can feel almost 
as if they are somehow outside 
of “the bubble.” Raye Chappell 
’14 said, “I don’t really feel like 
it’s my race that’s the issue. I feel 
like it’s my culture. I don’t do a 
lot of the things that my [school] 
friends do… They just don’t like 
it, nor will they try it. So, I’m 
certainly not as close as I used 
to be with them.” 

It is disconcerting, even hyp-
ocritical, that at a school which 
fervently strives to be welcom-
ing of diversity, the majority 
of our student body is far from 
diverse. 

Most students, including me, 
know very little about lifestyles 
other than our own, because 
we are rarely exposed to them. 
As long as Park is on a private 
campus and has tuition, a “Park 
Bubble” of sorts is inescapable. 

In order to prevent complete 
isolation, we need to encourage 
stronger relations with other 
communities and work to ensure 
that the “Park Bubble” doesn’t 
defi ne us.

We’re all the same; time to pop the “Park Bubble”

by Samantha Max ‘14

Exposure to alternative lifestyles would be benefi cial for members of insular community
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It’s easy to take Facebook for 
granted. It’s perfect for slacking 
off—I can’t count the number 
of hours I’ve spent on it when 
I should have been working.  
Still, it’s a great way to keep in 
touch. In just a few clicks I can 
send a message to my cousins 
in Germany. But this is stating 
the obvious. After all, we are 
the computer generation. It is 
hard to imagine a world where 

we couldn’t upload photos in the 
blink of an eye or Facebook chat 
our friends into the wee hours of 
the morning. 

All of this seems rather insig-
nifi cant. Don’t get me wrong, it’s 
useful, but certainly not ground-
breaking.  Simply put, Facebook 
for me is fun. 

But the reality is that Face-
book and all social media, for 
that matter, are actually incred-

ibly useful tools. During the 
2009 election protests in Iran, 
for example, dissidents used Fa-
cebook and Twitter to alert each 
other of demonstrations; a video 
of a woman bleeding to death 
was able to gain national atten-
tion through the internet. And 
it’s happening again.

Facebook has become a way 
for Syrian protesters to get their 
messages into the open. It has 
served as a mobilizing force for 
the revolution. Sitting in my 
room, I can watch videos of pro-
tests and government shootings.  
The “Syrian Revolution group” 
on Facebook has 183,780 likes 
(as of Monday May 23), and 
gives complete access to the 
most recent and pressing infor-
mation regarding the protests. 
Curious people from anywhere 
in the world can visit the site and 
see the developments in Syria 
almost as they happen.  Access 
is far-reaching and immediate.  
Looking at such a site, one sees 
the remarkable power the World 
Wide Web gives us. It connects 
and gives people a platform. 

Furthermore, revolutionaries 
created SSN, the Shaam News 
Network, which posts cell phone 
videos and Twitter feeds from 
the front lines of the protests. 

In a New York Times Op-Ed, 
Thomas Friedman described it 
as the “go-to site for video from 

the Syrian uprising.” News agen-
cies, banned from reporting in 
Syria, can use the information 
in their work, and in fact, many 
have been broadcasting hourly 
footage from SSN.  The internet 
has truly been a driving force for 
the revolution. 

Facebook also played an im-
portant role in Park’s own revolu-
tion. The Student Revolutionary 
Front has 116 members and the 
page remains covered in posts 
describing the revolution with all 
of its successes and failures. 

So what’s the point? We all 
love our computers. But Face-
book is more than a place to post 
silly photos and the internet of-
fers more than a fast connection 
to information. Both can serve as 
mechanisms for change. 

Think of that when you post 
your next status update.   

Facebook as means for revolution
Protesters in Syria and at Park come together on the internet

by Sophie Neiman ‘13

Unless you’ve been living in 
a remote location in the Ozarks, 
it’s impossible not to have heard 
about the May 2 raid which killed 
Osama bin Laden.  While some 
people have argued that killing 
bin Laden violated international 
law, I don’t know anyone who 
would say that it unjustifi ed.  I 
can’t say the same for the overt 
celebration which has followed.

While I am certainly content 
about bin Laden’s death and re-
lieved that the families of 9/11 
victims have gotten some form 
of closure, I am disappointed that 
we are celebrating the death of an 
individual.  Our reaction does not 
refl ect values which our country 
has held dear since its inception.  
David Sirota, columnist for Sa-
lon magazine, makes a terrifi c 
point saying “[our] nation [is] 
built on the presumption that life 
is an ‘unalienable right.’”  Has 
our country really gotten to the 
point where we are celebrating 
death so unashamedly?

When we wonder why the 
rest of the world seems to fi nd 

by Andrew Bahl ‘14

Bin Laden’s death should not be celebrated

“[Facebook] has 
served as a mo-
bilizing force for 
the revolution.” 

Americans obnoxious, we should 
look at our how some Americans 
have trumpeted our country’s 
dominance over every other in 
the wake of bin Laden’s killing.  
Don’t get me wrong, I am very 
proud of my country and the 
people who serve overseas, but 
the way that we have manifested 
this pride has been misguided 
and lacks the modesty it should 
in such a situation.

Throwing a party to celebrate 
the death of one of the most har-
rowing fi gures in history improp-
erly addresses the somber tone 
this occasion brings about.  What 

more, it is insensitive to rejoice 
at the occasion when the acts of 
Osama bin Laden still have a very 
real effect on many people.     

I don’t presume to tell any-
one what they should do in re-
sponse to such a situation, but 
I feel like we should have been 
taking our leads in responding 
to bin Laden’s death from those 
whom he has harmed the most.  
While I have no problem with 
people being happy that such a 
formidable icon of terrorism is 
gone, we should have displayed 
our relief in a more appropriate 
manner.

It is often easy to forget that 
outside our Upper School world, 
there are a wealth of endeavors 
and events happening in the rest 
of the school community. 

But, whether we acknowledge 
it or not, we make up only a little 
over a third of the Park School. 
For every Goldsoundz, there is 
a Lower School concert, and for 
every Immersion week, there is 
some similar form in the Middle 
School. Our Upper School lives, 
our controversies and accom-
plishments are only a small part 
of what makes Park Park.

 In the past, the only time the 
entire Park community convened 
was during the all-school holiday 
assembly, the day before school 
let out for winter break. There is 
a certain buzz in the air on that 
day when students of all ages, 
red-cheeked and at ease, fi le into 
the Athletic Center to enjoy win-
ter songs and stories. 

Upper School students fi ll up 
the bleachers and look below at 
an entire network 
of teachers, 
younger stu-
dents, and staff. 
It’s an afternoon 
unparalleled to 
any other day 
during the year. 
Why is it that 
we rarely come 
together on other occasions? 

 In an effort to bring our 
three divisions together be-
fore the school year comes to 
a close, administrators  made 
the decision to allow May Day, 
the Lower School’s celebration 
of spring and the graduation of 
fi fth grade students, to be an all-
school event. 

“The celebration provides an 

opportunity for the school to mix 
as a whole,” said Head of School 
Dan Paradis. “But in a limited 
way—we don’t want to force 
anything.” No Middle or Upper 
School students deeply immersed 
in work, or apathetic to fests are 
required to attend, but those who 
wish to go are encouraged. This 
is a step in the right direction. 

“It’s about fi guring out a bal-
ance,” said Paradis. “We always 
look for opportunities to bring 
the school together, but we want 
this to also happen in a natural, 
unintentional way.”

Other efforts this year and in 
previous years have been made 
to strengthen relations between 
the Upper School and the rest 
of the school like the Partners 
program, Writing Practicum 
Tutoring, and the Mentors Pro-
gram. All of these have been a 
huge success. At a school with 
so many creative projects and 
deep thinkers, it is important for 
all students to contribute to the 
community as a whole, not just 
their own division. “And Upper 

Schoolers make great role 
models,” said Paradis. 

I personally look back 
on my Lower and Middle 
school days with a strong 
admiration and enthusiasm 
and I naturally want to feel 
some kind of connection 
to both.

So this year, whether 
May Day continues to be an 
all-school affair or not, the op-
portunity is here, for Upper and 
Middle School students to take 
a break from classes to join the 
Lower School in a day of festivi-
ties. Remember lemon-sticks and 
the anthemic piano of the Park 
School song, anyone? I think it’s 
about time we all fi lled up the 
athletic center once again. 

May Day fosters unity
by Ellie Kahn ‘12

photo by M. Plakotoris
May Day, June 3, brought the entire community together in a 
celebration of one of the school’s longest-held traditions.

cartoon by R.J Gitter ‘12
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Every May, a group 
of underclassmen 
prepare and perform 

a theatrical production in the 
Black Box Theater. This year, 
they staged Peter Pan. Despite 
a few bumps, bruises, and awk-
ward moments, the youthful 
cast put on a skillful rendition 
of this classic tale that was well 
designed, energetic, and engag-
ing. 

As the play began and the 
lights illuminated the stage, one 
could not help but admire the set 
engineered by John Trout. Mul-
tiple wood-paneled levels con-
nected by ladders, slides, trap-
doors, and climbing walls came 
together to create a playground-
like world where colors thrived 
and a child-like spirit hummed. 
Every member of the cast then 
came running, jumping, and 
sliding onto the stage. As they 
laughed and played, they took 
turns telling parts of a tale like a 
gossipy second-grade class just 
let out for recess.

 They began to tell the story 
of a magical adventure with 
pirates, lost boys, and a boy 
named Peter Pan. Everyone 
then rushed off the stage with 
the same organized chaos as be-
fore. Everyone that is, except for 
two people: Christopher Mergen 
‘14 and Rebecca Schwartz ’13. 

Together they told the audience 
of the Darling household, the 
children who lived there, and the 
night their dreams came to life 
and everything changed. When 
they fi nished, they assumed their 
rolls of Mr. and Mrs. Darling and 
the story of Peter Pan began.

Throughout the production 
various actors and actresses often 
paused, stepped out of character, 
and told the audience important 
details or summarized scenes too 
long and arduous for acting and 
dialogue. This narration worked 
well, allowing actors to keep a 
quick pace, while not revealing 
too much of the story, causing 
the tension and mystery to re-
main.

An issue that almost always 
arises in Black Box Theater 

productions is voice projection. 
While the actors had obviously 
been taught how to speak-up 
and fi ll the space, they often be-
came too excited or anxious to 
say their lines, making for some 
slurring, mumbling, and a few 
missed sound cues. When they 
did take the time to slow down, 
project, and really concentrate 
on being in character, actors hit 
lines as well as any professional 
actor. 

The end of the story took a 
dark turn – one most likely un-
foreseen by Disney fans who 
would undoubtedly have ex-
pected a happy ending to such a 
bright, child-like tale. The forev-
er-young and innocent Peter Pan 
that began as a storybook hero 
became a lonely, ominous ghost 
that haunted the darker dreams 
of children.

The hard work of this young, 
energetic cast was obvious. Un-
der the direction of Peter King, 
the group put on a play that was 
fun, well acted, and held a sense 
of excitement and mystery. With 
so many freshmen in the show, 
next year’s fresh-soph produc-
tion is sure to be another good 
one. Be sure to come back next 
May for another exciting adven-
ture that, if you’re lucky, will 
match the excitement and fun of 
this year’s Peter Pan.

by Robin VanHouten ‘12

Peter Pan
engages 
audience

photo by M. Plakotoris ‘12

Peter Pan, this year’s Fresh-Soph theater production, was 
well-staged, fun, and energetic.

Play shows promise 
of young talent

Romeo and Juliet, Shake-
speare’s tragic tale of two star-
crossed lovers, was anything but 
tragic. Mastery of Shakespearian 
dialect, meticulous staging and 
powerful expression culminated 
in what may have been one of 
the most successful production 
of the year.

The show was directed by 
Theater Chair Peter King, and 
starred Jamie DeMarco ’11 and 
Mai Asmerom ’13 as Romeo 
and Juliet, respectively. The 
performances ran April 14-16 
in the Macks-Fidler Black Box 
Theater. 

Most of us are familiar with  
the classic Romeo and Juliet tale 
– children of two feuding fami-
lies fall in love, commit crimes of 
passion, and ultimately die – but 
King’s production added a few 
tweaks to the revered play. 

Like many of Shakespeare’s 
works, Romeo and Juliet is set 
in Italy. This version, however 
was set in Africa. 

Traditional Shakespearian 
garb was forfeited for Ethiopian 
hats and clothing, and the fenc-

ing of Northern Italy was re-
placed with South African stick 
fi ghting. 

Neither of these things really 
did anything for me – I don’t see 
any problems with it being set 
in Verona – but they certainly 
didn’t compromise the quality 
of the production. 

I would say, though, that 
the African setting illustrated a 
clumping of African cultures, 
while leaving other cultures 
completely out of the picture (for 
example, Arabs, and people from 
places other than Ethiopia). 

The portrayals of the char-
acters Romeo and Juliet, in this 
production, also differed from 
those in some traditional ver-
sions of the play. 

The characters often behave as 
martyrs of romance – so deeply 
enamored with one another that 
even death could not separate 
them – were here staged in a 
completely different light. 

Romeo and Juliet were, here, 
naïve youth, giddy and excited, 
rather than pensive and passion-
ate; they were children. 

The interpretations of Romeo 
and Juliet were just the tip of the 

play’s acting iceberg. Stand-out 
performances included  those 
of Tanika Lynch ’11 as Juliet’s 
nurse, Jordan Williams ’12 as 
Lord Capulet, Phil Middleton ’12 
as Mercutio, Lily Gamse ’11 as 

Benvolio, and Julia Schneider-
man ’11 as Friar Lawrence.  Por-
tia Boston ‘13, who also gave a 
quality performance as Sampson, 
deserves special recognition for 
choreographing the show’s well-

by David Agronin ‘13

Romeo and Juliet: Shakespeare in an African setting
staged dance scene.

The Shakespeare play will be 
going on hiatus next year, and 
although it will be missed dearly, 
at least we can say that this last 
one was one of the best. 

T. Lynch ‘11 as the nurse, M. Asmerom ‘13 as Juliet, and M. Palmer ‘12 as Lady Capulet are 
about to discuss the prospect of Juliet’s betrothal to Paris.

photo courtesy Shannon Bishop
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Next year, theater at Park will 
get a little more color.  A Raisin 
in The Sun, a play by Lorraine 
Hansberry, will be performed 
in the spring, marking the fi rst 
time, in recent years, that Park 
has featured an all-black cast in 
a production (with the exception 
of Ben Levitsky ’13). 

The play follows  Romeo and 
Juliet, staged earlier this year, 
which similarly included racial 
distinctions in casting. 

Morgan Palmer ’12, who has 
been cast as Ruth, is excited 
about doing Raisin next year. 
“It’s such an iconic play and now 
is one of the best times to do it,” 
said Palmer. “We have so many 
great black actors that we almost 
had to do it now.” 

Drama Chair and Theater Di-
rector Peter King, is also eager to 
begin working on the production: 
“We are making history at Park 
School by having an essentially 
all-black production next year,” 
he said.

The lack of black actors in 
productions has been noticeable 
until just a few years ago. There 
have been only a handful of 

black leads in the dozens of plays 
produced here; to have enough 
black actors to cast Raisin is an 
achievement for the theater de-
partment. 

Next year will also mark the 
end of the Winter Production, 
which leaves King directing three 
plays: the Fresh-Soph, the musi-
cal, Oliver!, and Raisin. But that 
leaves white females who can’t 
sing (and therefore can’t be in the 
musical) in the dust.

For those white females, there 
will be four student-directed 
plays to choose from next year: 

by Mai Asmerom ‘13 Ellie Kahn ’12, Tess Langrill-
Miles ’12, Palmer, and Josie 
Verchomin ’12, are each direct-
ing their own plays. 

“Student-directed plays next 
year are going to have more em-
phasis; they will be in the winter 
slot,” King said.

This will allow them to have 
more time to prepare and more 
audience members as well. King 
also noted that, for those who still 
want to take acting during the 
school day, “there is the Charac-
ter Lab Project, a great place for 
white actors.”

In an addendum to the Upper 
School Program of Studies, King 
wrote: “The Character Lab per-
formance is part of the theater 
season, will have a poster, tick-
ets, costumer, and an audience! 
[The course is] open to 10th – 12th 
grade. (Seniors will develop 
roles, and may return at the end 
of senior projects to join dress 
rehearsals and performances.)”

Stefania Gheorghiu ’13 felt 
marginalized by what she feels 
is the lack of white female roles. 
“I like that Peter is doing Raisin 
,and I think it could be great for 
minorities,” she said, “but I feel 
that it’s at the expense of includ-

Students from 14 Maryland schools 
gathered at the France Merrick Perform-
ing Arts Center (the old Hippodrome 
Theater) May 15 to enjoy the culmina-
tion of the 2011 Cappies, the Critics and 
Awards Program for High School Theater 
and Journalism. Park had entered the fall 
musical, Into the Woods, as its Cappies 
production. 

The Cappies are awards for high school 
theater productions. The program was 
formed “for the purpose of celebrating 
high school theater, bringing public ac-
claim to theater students, and develop-
ing a greater sense of community among 
schools’ theater programs,” said Adele 
Dinerstein, Upper School Music teacher 
and adviser for the Cappies.  

After several students, including Joey 
Fink ’11, showed interest in becoming 
part of the Cappies program, the cast of 
Into the Woods voted to enter the competi-
tion for the fi rst time. 

Cappies critics watched other schools’ 
plays and wrote 300-400 word reviews 
of them. Any critic who had seen and re-
viewed at least four plays could vote on 
all Cappies nominations. 

Critics gave awards for sound and 
lighting, make-up, stage crew, ensemble 
cast in a play and musical, comic actor and 
actress in a play and musical, supporting 

actor and actress in a play and musical, 
lead actor and actress in a play and musi-
cal, overall song, play, and musical. The 
only awards for which critics did not vote 
were those for critics.   

At the Cappies gala, each school pre-
sented a scene or song from their play or 
musical. Anna Rose Schenerman’12 and 
Hannah Briggs ‘11 performed “Our Little 
World” from Into the Woods. 

“I was surprised at how polished the 
Cappies Gala was,” said Dinerstein. “I 
thought that all of the students there be-
haved professionally and that there were 
some exceptional performances.” 

“What really made the experience posi-
tive was the gala, where I got to see kids 
like me from all around the state [per-
form],” said Josie Verchomin ’12, who 
would like to participate again next year. 

Dinerstein is unsure of Park’s future in 
the Cappies program. “Entering this year 
was subject to student interest. It can’t be 
done without it. Students need to really 
want to work at being critics and being 
part of the Cappies gala to consider our 
investment in being part of this again,” 
she said. 

 Both Fink and Becca Lane ‘12 pre-
sented awards at the gala. Three Park stu-
dents were named Cappies Commendees 
and nine were nominated for Cappies in 
various categories, but none won.

by Tara Wendell ‘13

Next year’s Raisin in the Sun provokes controversy

No Cappies for Into the Woods

Lack of winter production leaves some actors in search of alternative dramatic opportunites
ing other people who wanted to 
act in plays he directs.” 

Verchomin was upset, at fi rst, 
that she wouldn’t be able to do 
a play next year. “Initially, I was 
pissed,” she said. “But then I 
thought, I have a great part in the 
musical and I’m doing a student-
directed next year. It’s unfortu-
nate, but I’ll still be doing theater 
at Park.”

Jordan Williams ’12 sees the 
situation a bit differently. “I don’t 
see why people are making a big 
deal about this,” he said. “It’s a 
one-time thing. 

And those who are complain-
ing have had plenty of opportu-
nities and will continue to have 
plenty of opportunities to act in 
plays. And they can always go 
outside of Park and audition for 
productions.” 

Lizzi Woodson ’13, who will 
be playing Beneatha in Raisin, 
challenged the notion that this is 
the fi rst play for which race is a 
prerequisite. 

“Heidi Chronicles was about a 
white girl. A black woman could 
never have been the lead in that 
play because it was only about 
problems that white women in the 
sixties dealt with, like sexism,” 

Woodson said. “A black female 
lead worrying just about men 
taking her seriously wouldn’t 
have been believable. There is 
no way that they could have cast 
a black person in that role.”

The contention between the 
two points of view is under-
standable, but King challenged 
students who are overly-eager 
to criticize the dearth of chances 
for students affected by the de-
cision. 

“Yes, there are not as many 
opportunities for white kids,” he 
said, “but for a hundred years, 
there were no opportunities for 
black kids.  And white kids who 
are feeling that they have no op-
tions next year might consider 
how black kids have felt at Park 
School for many, many years.”

According to R. Eric Thomas 
’99, former theater teacher Phyl-
lis Goldstein directed an all black 
cast in Happy Ending by Douglas 
Turner Ward.  

Three years earlier, Gina 
Braden and Joan McCready, both 
Middle School teachers, directed 
To Be Young, Gifted, and Black, 
a play about Lorraine Hans-
berry featuring a number of the 
school’s black actors. 

The Flu Season, a play by Will Eno 
and directed by Julia Schneiderman ’11, 
opened in darkness to Beethoven’s Moon-
light Sonata. “I could let us wreck our-
selves in the dark,” said a voice. “But I 
won’t.” The voice indentifi es itself as Pro-
logue (Stefania Gheorghiu ’13) and fol-
lowing the distant and calm philosophical 
remarks, another voice, clear and strong 
introduces itself as Epilogue (Eli Block 
’12). Lights fall.

 Lights then rise to Doctor (Josh Lie-
bow-Feeser), and Nurse (Hilde Wulf) 
sitting cross-legged on chairs with clean 
notepads, conversing with two psychiatric 
ward patients, Woman (Anna Rose Schen-

by Ellie Kahn ‘12 erman ’12) and Man (Jacob Potash ’14). 
It’s a surreal picture. The light is a faint 
yellow and everyone is still. 

The play follows Woman and Man 
through seasons and more seasons in the 
ward. They fall into some kind of love, 
but it is not a love story. It is a story of 
brutal honesty and naivete, something that 
Schenerman and Potash portrayed with 
mastery. “Their skin is young and they 
know nothing,” said Prologue. “Unlike 
us whose skin is old and we know noth-
ing.” The relationship was real and sur-
real, dead and very much alive, something 
usually limited to real life. 

The whole piece felt like a clock that 
was rewinding and ticking forward, but 
without any time lost. The relationships 
between Man and Woman, Doctor and 
Nurse deepened and fell apart, but never 
stood still or lost intensity. 

The beauty of Eno’s play under direc-
tion of Schneiderman was striking. The 
subtly of the transitions from Prologue 
and Epilogue to the moments in the ward 
was near perfection and the slow, steady 
rhythm captivated the audience. 

It was never clear what was reality and 
what was not during the play, but Potash 
and Schenerman along with Block, Gheo-
rghiu, Wulf, and Liebow-Feeser, brought 
the world of the play to life and took on 
Eno’s humorous and depressing lines with 
fi re.

Schneiderman directs beautiful and 
striking performance of Flu Season 

Senior J. Schneiderman directed Will Eno’s 
The Flu Season.

photo by D. Stern ‘12

Theater and journalism program host annual awards ceremony
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Every day, Upper School 
art teacher Christine Tillman, 
oversees the artwork of stu-
dents. On the morning of 
Saturday, May 14, howev-
er, ten Gallery Committee 
members departed to Wash-
ington, D.C to admire some 
of Christine’s own artwork. 
The committee visited the 
Flashpoint Gallery where 
Tillman’s art was on display, 
along with the work of three 
other artists. 

This scenario success-
fully reversed the roles of 
teacher and student. Instead 
of Christine looking at the 
student’s artwork, they were 
looking at hers. While, this 
role reversal had potential to 

become awkward, none of 
the students were worried. 

“I think we all knew we 
weren’t there to focus on 
Christine, so it was basi-
cally completely normal,” 
said Lauren Leffer ’12. 

The trip incorporated 
several other components 
besides Christine’s exhibit, 
including the National Por-
trait Gallery and Civilian 
Art Projects Gallery.

Tillman’s piece, called 
Life Lessons Learned, con-
sisted of colored transpar-
ent paper and found objects 
on top of projectors. 

Three projectors were 
placed around the room in 
such a way that they pro-
jected color and shadows 
onto two of the gallery’s 

by Lindsay Baer ‘12

Gallery Committee members view Tillman’s work in D.C.

Embodying the motto, 
“If it ain’t broke, don’t fi x 
it,” Director Todd Phillips’ 
The Hangover Part II takes 
the same basic premise as 
the original Hangover and 
turns up the levels of insan-
ity and perversion to an all 
time high, keeping what is 
an otherwise identical sto-
ry feeling fresh and funny 
still. 

This time Stu, Phil, and 
Alan  (played by Ed Helms, 
Bradley Cooper, and Zach 
Galifi anakis, respectively) 
fi nd themselves in Bang-
cock, searching for Stu’s 
soon to be brother-in-law 
Teddy (Mason Lee) as Stu’s 
wedding fast approaches. 

Phillips spends little 
time providing background 
for the movies’ nearly iden-
titcal cast of characters, and 
instead chooses to include 
a multitude inside jokes 
from the last fi lm without 

any real explination. This 
plays into the movies great-
est  strength - the fact that 
it’s a sequel. While not hav-
ing seen the fi rst Hangover 
certainly won’t ruin your 
experience with the The 

Hangover Part II, 
a large part of what 
makes the second 
movie so funny is the 
fact that it somehow 
manages to be more 
perverse and outra-
geous than the fi rst 
at literally every turn. 
Many of the laughs 
I experienced in the 
theater weren’t due 
to brilliant comedic 
timing or clever and 
witty diologue, but 
were instead a reac-

Hangover II: Familiar formula still fresh
by Jack Califano ‘12

walls.  
I especially liked when 

the whole group got into 
the projection and used 
their hands to make shadow 
puppets” Tillman said.

“[I]t...added another 
layer of personality to the 
art just knowing where it 
came from and who made 
it,” said Leffer. “And it’s 
cool to see defi nitive proof 
that teachers do in fact pro-
duce their own work and 
have their own lives.”.

 For Anna Rose Schen-
erman ‘12, seeing Life 
Lessons Learned was also 
a unique opportunity, “I es-
pecially liked seeing that 
piece because a year or two 
ago...Christine showed us 
some of her artwork in as-

tion to how unbelievably 
innapropriate and over the 
top so many of the movie’s 
scenes managed to be.

However, that isn’t to 
say that there isn’t some 
order to the chaos, as the 
movie does a good job of 
building the levels of ridic-
ulous in sequence, making 
sure each scene really is 
funnier than the last. 

That being said, The 
Hangover Part II isn’t for 
the faint of heart; the fi lm’s 
humor really does require 
a healthy level of immatu-
rity to enjoy. Nevertheless, 
if you’re looking for same 
story as the fi rst fi lm, (albe-
it with more grotesque and 
absurd hijinks) you won’t 
be dissapointed. 

sembly, and that was one 
of the pieces she showed 
us...it was really nice to get 
to see that in person,” said 
Schenerman. 

In all, Tillman believes 
the trip was a good op-
portunity to encourage 
students’ creativity by 
showing them how she 
can empathize with all the 
frustrations and triumphs 
of art. 

“I think it’s really im-
portant that I’m a working 
artist too,” said Tillman. “I 
go through the same things 
they go through in the stu-
dio.” Only in the fi eld of 
art, do students truly have 
the opportunity to tangi-
bly experience the work 
of their teachers.  

photo courtesy C. Tillman

Life Lessons Learned, a work by Upper School art teacher Christine Tillman, is displayed DC’s Flashpoint Gallery.

Brief reviews of some of 
today’s most noteworthy 
entertainment

Better than the last one, but still not as good as the 
original. 

What Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides 
lacks in direction, coherence, and overall plot it makes 
up in the unfailing charisma of its star, Johnny Depp, 
playing the lovable Captain Jack Sparrow, and his new 
counterpart, Penelope Cruz, who brings a much-needed 
burst of energy to a tired franchise.

Pirates of the Carribean: On Stranger Tides

B+

Pom Wonderful presents: The Greatest Movie 
Ever Sold

Light, economic, and sans artifi cial sweeteners, 
Morgan Spurlock’s new fi lm is, perhaps, quite similar 
to the pomegranate juice that sponsors it – that’s right, 
sponsors it. In what can best be classifi ed as a meta-
documentary, Pom Wonderful presents: The Greatest 
Movie Ever Sold follows Spurlock as he travels from 
brand to brand, attempting to fund the production of 
his new picture by raising $1.5 million in marketing 
and product placement deals. 

Though it probably carries enough laughs, cringes, 
and catchy OK-Go songs to be worth your eight bucks, 
The Greatest Movie Ever Sold is, at the end of the day, 
a fi lm with fewer insights than winks. It’s cute, but 
not likely to bear any revelations for the intelligent 
moviegoer. 

B
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Despite the loss of key play-
ers, Boys’ Varsity Tennis round-
ed out the year with a 5-6 record. 
This season was good enough to 
earn them a spot in the MIAA 
Team Playoffs for the fi rst time 
in nearly 40 years. 

When two seniors decided not 
to return, the future looked grim. 
“It was a shame that two seniors 
quit. It felt like we’d be limited 
in the beginning of the season,” 
said number one singles player, 
Alex Conn ’11. 

Despite playing without the 
two seniors, throughout the sea-
son the Bruins ended up taking 
down fi ve other schools, includ-
ing the MIAA’s athletic power-
houses Boys’ Latin, Calvert Hall, 
and St. Paul’s. 

The team also fought some 
close matches, losing to Severn 
and Beth Tfi loh by only one 
match each. 

Overall, the team did better 
than in previous years. Unfortu-
nately, the Bruins’ fi rst match was 
against the defending champions, 
Gilman, who, after sweeping 
Park, went on the place second 
overall in the Boys’ A Confer-
ence. 

After team playoffs, the in-
dividual tournament was the fi -
nal competition. Sugarman, the 
number two singles player, and 
the number one doubles team 
consisting of Captain Matt At-
wood ’11 and Nick Amsel ’11, 
made the quarterfi nals of the 
tournament. 

Conn made it into the semi-
fi nal round, where he lost in a 
tough match against Gilman se-
nior Michael Katz. 

Now that the season has come 
to a close, the future is unclear. 
Conn will be heading off to 
Denison University, where he 
will play on the tennis team, and 
Atwood and Amsel will also be 
graduating. 

According to Ben Miller ’13, 
who plays number three singles, 
“we’re losing some really talent-
ed people, but I hope we’ll be 
able to move past it and continue 
to improve as a team.” 

This year’s Girls’ Varsity La-
crosse team was defi ned by its 
players’ hard work and dedica-
tion.  Despite the fact that the 
players were a young and inexpe-
rienced group consisting mostly 
of freshmen and sophomores, 
they still managed to earn a spot 
in the playoffs.

 “Because the team was so 
young, we were forced to devel-
op and work harder,” said Becca 
Kolodner ’13.  

In other words, the Bruins 
were a “transition” team, and   
should fare well in years to 
come. 

“It’s hard to put freshmen in 
leadership roles,” said Coach 
Robin Cardin Lowe ‘84, but they 
“helped fi ll the void left by last 
year’s seniors leaving.”

“It took a while to play as a 
squad,”she said, “but the girls 
came through in the end.”

The season ended with a 
semi-fi nal game against Mercy 
High School, May 12. “It gets 

Disappointing endings: Bruins fall short
Spring teams make playoff s, but all come home empty-handed

by Ben Weinberg ‘14

Transition year 
for Girls’ Var-
sity Lacrosse 
ends with semi-
fi nal defeat

photo by M. Hollandsworth 

The Girls’ Varsity Lacrosse team fell to Mercy High School, May 12. The loss was one of a se-
ries of crushing spring playoff defeats for the Bruins.

more intense when you go to the 
playoffs, but we stepped up a lot 
and worked hard,” said Emily 
King ‘12. “I was really proud of 
how hard we played and worked 
in the playoffs.”

 The loss against Mercy, 
which went on to win the divi-
sion championships, could be 

attributed to the team’s lack of 
experience. “It was a diffi cult 
game but we really tried our best 
and we’ll get them next year,” 
said Sara Lessans ’14.  

The coaches’ feelings of pride 
towards the team’s accomplish-
ments were reciprocated by 
the players. “The coaches gave 

good advice during practices,” 
said King. “They were very 
supportive through losses and 
injuries.” 

Although they couldn’t win 
it all, the players showed ev-
eryone that they had the ability 
to compete at the varsity level, 
even with such a young team.

Tennis loses, 
but makes 
rare playoff  
appearance
by Ashley Suan ‘13

After fi ghting its way out of a lackluster season, and pulling itself 
into the playoffs, the fi fth-seeded Boys’ Varsity Lacrosse team 
fell to Sts. Peter and Paul, May 13.

Boys’ Lacrosse bounces back, 
but exits early from playoff s

photo by A. Kelmenson ‘11

Coming off of a rough start 
to the season, Boys’ Varsity La-
crosse bounced back quickly to 
fi nish up with a respectable 6-8 
record; this was strong enough to 
put them in fi fth place going into 
the playoffs. 

 There were several obstacles 
facing the Bruins this season.  For 
one, “the team was dominated by 
underclassmen and returning ju-
niors;” said starting attackman 
Alex Kouwenhoven ’13. 

 “I honestly didn’t know 
what to expect for the season,” 
said sophomore defender Randy 
Conney. “Everyone thought our 
defense would be the weakest 
part of our team, but that wasn’t 
the case.” 

Instead, the defense exceeded 
expectations: throughout a four-
game win streak which lasted 
until the end of the season, the 

defense stepped up their game 
and showed plenty of potential 
for next year. 

The course of the season, 
though, was rough.  “We started 
off 1-0 and then we thought we 
had a decent chance of being a 
threat in the league; then we lost 
fi ve out of our next six games,” 
said Captain Brandon Keiser 
’11.  

The Bruins’ end of season 
push resulted in four straight 
wins, clinching them a playoff 
spot. “We made a push at the 
end,” said Keiser, “and we put 
ourselves in a great position to 
make a run into the post-season, 
but we were stopped short with a 
loss to Sts. Peter and Paul”.

Midfi elder Nick Halle ’12 
noted the team’s inconsistency. 
“We either couldn’t play four 
quarters strong, or the offense 
played poorly and the defense 

played well or vice versa,” he 
said.

Next year, rising stars, such 
as Francesco Porcarelli ’14, 
will be expected to fi ll the voids 
left by outgoing seniors. “He’s 
a phenomenal athlete and once 
he got his confi dence, he really 

excelled,” said Halle. 
 “The only thing you can ask 

for, as a Captain, is for your team 
to improve over the course of the 
season,” said Keiser.  And, de-
spite a crushing playoff loss to 
a beatable opponent, the team 
certainly did just that.

by Sam Sugarman ‘13
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Two years ago, Girls’ Varsity 
Softball won the IAAM “C” 
Conference championship.  Last 
year, in the championship game 
against Bryn Mawr, the Bruins 
lost a game that marked their 
last in the “C” Conference.  This 
year, the IAAM forced the team 
to move up to the “B” Confer-
ence by the IAAM offi cials, just 
as the Girls’ Varsity Basketball 
team did so earlier this year. 

The team’s fi nal record was 
8-4 in conference, and they 
were seeded second in the play-
offs. Their fi rst round matchup 
on May 10 was against Notre 
Dame Prep. The Bruins defeated 
NDP during their regular season 
matchup winning 4-0, but went 
on to lose 14-7 to them in the 
playoffs. “I feel like we were just 
not in it,” said Right Fielder Ra-

chel Kohn. “Collectively, we all 
had a bad day and unfortunately 
it was the wrong day.” 

“We defi nitely exceeded our 
expectations because nobody 
thought that a team moved up 
from the “C” Conference could 
have a winning record,” said 
Amy Livingston ’12. “Ultimate-
ly, although we didn’t do as well 
as we would have liked, I think it 
was a successful season.” 

The highlight of the year was 
April 29, when the Bruins visited 
the McDonogh Eagles. After los-
ing to them by three runs earlier 
in the year, the Bruins went in 
with a chip on their shoulders 
looking to take down their fi rst 
place and undefeated competi-
tors.  After a quick fi ve innings, 
Park defeated the Eagles, 12-1. 
“We began hitting early in the 
game and we did not let the loss 
from before discourage us,” said 

First Basemen Kyree Jones ‘12. 
“We went and attacked the pitch-
er early, and used their mistakes 
to our advantage.” 

Next year, the team is losing 
their starting shortstop, catcher, 
and pitcher, three extremely im-
portant positions. Starting pitcher 
Chelsea Burwasser ’11 has been 
the anchor of the team ever since 
her freshmen year. She pitched 
almost every game throughout 
her career, and led the team to 
two championships in her four-
year tenure.  

“We’re pretty worried about 
next year. Losing Chelsea is go-
ing to be a huge loss. She had 
the largest impact, and especial-
ly since she’s our only pitcher, 
we don’t really know what will 
happen,” said Livingston.   Next 
year, Burwasser hopes to con-
tinue her success at Lewis and 
Clark University, where she will 

Alex Elias ‘11, like many Park 
students, has a busy schedule, but 
his is perhaps even busier than 
most. 

Alex is a swimmer who prac-
tices nine times each week at the 
North Baltimore Athletic Club 
in Mt. Washington.  The club is 
owned by and was also the train-
ing ground for Olympic gold 
medalist Michael Phelps. 

Elias swims everyday, and 
an average week for him sounds 
something like this: He practices, 
“every afternoon, three hours 
from Monday to Friday, three 
hours Saturday morning, one 
to one and a half hours Sunday 
morning, and then one additional 

On May 21, the Black Male 
Forum held its fourth annual 
three-on-three basketball tour-
nament. The proceeds from the 
event went directly to the White 
Ribbon Campaign against do-
mestic violence. “We want peo-
ple to be aware about violence 
against women,” said Patrick 
Gerald ’13. 

The White Ribbon Cam-
paign’s goal is to create a safe 
environment for women and 
girls. The organization seeks to 
create a positive change in men. 
It encourages males to take initia-
tive and intervene when they see 
women being treated poorly, or 

by Teddy Levine ‘14 when they hear derogatory terms 
directed at women. 

This year, there were six 
teams competing in the tour-
nament. Although there was a 
relaxed setting about the event, 
the basketball itself was far from 
relaxed. 

Games were played to 16, 
with the playground rule that two 
pointers were worth only one, 
and that three pointers counted 
as two.

 The tournament’s champion-
ship featured Jack Curley ’14, Id-
ris Mitchell ’14 and Derrick Lar-
kins, the Fresh-Soph basketball 
coach, on one team, and Wayne 
Cottman ‘12 and two of his out-
of-school friends on the other.

by Eric Sussman ‘13

Swimming for the Ivy League: 
Alex Elias ‘11 heads to U. Penn. to compete as freshman

Yard by yard, day by day, week in and week out, A. Elias ‘11 
practices swimming, and competes widely.  Next year, practices 
switch to Philadelphia where he’ll compete for Penn.

photo courtesy A. Elias

After a long battle, Mitchell, 
Curley, and Larkins came out 
victorious. “I felt confi dent go-
ing in,” said Curley, “because 
Idris and I have played together 
many times before, and Derrick 
is probably the best player in the 
tournament.”

Along with an exciting display 
of basketball talent, the event was 
also a valuable fundraiser for the 
White Ribbon Campaign.  Even 
more important than the games 
that took place, was the cause 
being represented.  The Black 
Male Forum was proud to raise 
money and awareness for their 
cause, and have some fun on the 
court on behalf of the White Rib-
bon Campaign.

Team anchor and pitcher, senior C. Burwas-
ser,  will play softball for Lewis and Clark 
University next year.

Black Male Forum hosts 3v3 tourney

photo by D. Stern ‘12
Black Male Forum’s three-on-three basketball tournament 
May 21, raised money for the White Ribbon Campaign.
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by Michael Ginsburg ‘12

Inaugural year in “B” goes well for Softball
play softball.  

Erasing peo-
ple’s early doubts 
was one of the 
team’s goals, 
“I just wish we 
could have gone 
further,” said 
Kohn. “People 
said there was 
no way we could 
win a game mov-
ing up to the B 
conference. We 
were playing 
well in the regular season, and 
I thought we should have been 
able to transfer that over to the 
playoffs.” 

With a bitter taste lingering 
in their mouths from this year’s 
early departure from the play-
offs, the Bruins hope to start off 
next year with a little more hop 
in their steps. Second Baseman 

Nikki Casper ’12 said, “Next 
year, we are going to be in a 
completely different situation, 
since we are losing three impor-
tant starters. We are just going 
to have to play it by ear, and see 
what freshmen we get to fi ll the 
holes, and hopefully rebuild our 
team.” 

hour or two of the weekdays.” 
By the end of the week he has 
swum up to 5,000 yards or about 
three miles.

In addition to all of the prac-
tices, Elias participates in seven 
or eight competitions every year. 
One of the biggest is the Mary-
land State Swimming Champi-
onships, where he placed second 
in the mile event this year.  He 
also went out for Sectionals, 
which were held in Germantown, 
Maryland, and Super-Sectionals, 
which were held in Buffalo, New 
York. 

Next year, as a freshman in 
college, Elias will be swimming 
at the University of Pennsylvania 
on their collegiate team. 

“Going in I’ll be in the mid-

dle of the pack,” said Elias, 
“but I will hopefully be top 16 
in the 1650 yard freestyle at the 
Ivy League Championships next 
year.” His main goal is “really to 
just keep improving my times. I 
want to say that I can win.”

Elias has been swimming 
competitively for nine years now, 
since fourth grade, but says that 
the practice alone doesn’t win the 
races for him. 

“Swimming is not a glamour 
sport,” he said. “You are not go-
ing to be the most talented.” The 
keys to being a good swimmer 
are to “stay determined and keep 
working hard.” This is exactly 
what Elias has to do to achieve 
his greatest goal, qualifying for 
the U.S. national team.


