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Bursts of color exploded
across the Meyerhoff stage as
the cast of Two Gentleman of
Verona began its opening num-
ber.  The spring musical, which
hit the stage April 14-16, was
directed by Upper School En-
glish teacher Howard Berkowitz.

Verona, a rock musical based
on Shakespeare’s play, centers
around a complicated tangle of
relationships, addressing ques-
tions of friendship, family,
honor, and romance.

Verona opened with a rousing
all-cast number entitled “Sum-
mer, Summer.” The cast,
adorned in brightly colored out-
fits, proclaimed, “I love my
mother, I love my sister, I love
my mirror…I want to tell
them!”

Love is the focal point of the
play. The theme’s first appear-
ance occurs when Proteus
(Michael Levy ’06) confesses his
love for Julia (Sam Mehlman
’05) to his power-hungry best
friend Valentine (Noah Carver

’05) who can’t seem to under-
stand Proteus’s whimsical
ways.  Julia refuses Proteus un-
til Cupid (Lewis Brant ’06)
sprinkles love dust on her and
the once heartless girl falls in
love with her admirer.  Unfor-
tunately, Proteus, along with the
other male characters, must
leave for Milan.  The new love-
birds exchange rings and vow to
stay true to one another.

Meanwhile, in Milan, the
Duke (Michael Roswell ’07) is
shipping men off to a seeming-
ly meaningless war and wedding
his daughter Silvia (Kate Sachs
’05) to Thurio (Adam Rogers

’06).  Upon arrival, Valentine
falls in love with Silvia, “meta-
morphosing” into a
compassionate and love-strick-
en man.

Back in Verona, Julia, preg-
nant with Proteus’s child,
decides to tell her lover in per-
son.  Julia and her best friend
Lucetta (Lauren Rubin ’06) ven-
ture to Milan dressed as men,
(hence the title “Two Gentle-
men”) for ladies were not
allowed to travel.  She arrives
only to find Proteus already in
love with the flirtatious Silvia.

The plot gets stickier and the
web more tangled as lovers

Two Gentlemen of Verona rocks around Shakespeare

In the most recent fallout
stemming from budget cuts for
next year, the Upper School His-
tory and English departments
will send one each of their fac-
ulties to other divisions to teach
part-time.

Upper School History teach-
er and Department chair Jon
Acheson will cover one section
of seventh grade history and
teach one less section of Upper
School History.  To accommo-
date the change, the History
Department will reduce the
number of ninth grade sections
to five from six, increasing
class size to about 16 from ap-
proximately 13.  Acheson also
noted that, “the cost of my
teaching in the Middle School is
that 11 students who wanted to
take AP European history will
not be able to.  They’ll have to
sign up for other electives.”

Part-time Upper School En-
glish teacher Susan Asdourian
will, without additional compen-
sation, teach an additional class:

by Ben Hyman ’06

US lends faculty to MS

overlap, and power and revenge
become soaked into the story.
Verona wraps up with Valentine
and Sylvia together, and Julia
and Proteus reunited.

The production included clas-
sic Shakespearean language
interspersed with modern En-
glish and Spanish.  “Because it’s
Shakespeare, Howard made
sure we had a good grasp of the
meaning behind the lines so we
understood what we were say-
ing,” noted Ezra Miller ’06, who
played Launce, Proteus’ servant.

The music of Verona was di-
rected by Upper School Music
teacher Adele Dinerstein, who
coached the actors and con-
ducted the pit orchestra.  Park
parent Pam Bennet designed the
costumes, and Dahlia Silberg ’05
choreographed the performance.
Upper School art teachers Car-
olyn Sutton and John Trout, the
Set Design class, and the Tech
Crew helped with the set.  Alex
Trazkovich ’06 provided lighting
and Joe Rosenberg ’06 acted as
Sound Designer.  Rachel
Berkowitz ’07 stage managed
the production.

According to Miller, “Every-
one was perfectly cast.  There
was a great dynamic between all
of the characters.”  Sophomore
Liz Gauvey-Kern noted, “When
it came down to crunch time,
everyone was really there.  I
don’t think any other production
had this much love.”

Upper School English teach-
er Rachelle Work commented
that Verona was “very lively and
energetic.  There was always

movement and color on the
stage.”  She also noted the
“spectacular voices,” which
“brought the music to a new lev-
el in Park productions.”

The next production will be
the ninth grade’s As You Like It
in the Black Box directed by Pe-
ter King.  Berkowitz will direct
the fall musical Working.

After a successful trial in the
semifinals against Beth T’filoh
March 10, the Park Mock Trial
team lost to Owings Mills in the
county finals on April 7, 98-101,
ending its bid for a second state
title in two years.

The final match, held at the
Old County Courthouse, began
at 7 p.m. and ran past 10 p.m..
As it had for its previous three
matches, Park represented the
prosecution in the case State of
Maryland v. Alex Goldman.
Coach and Upper School teach-
er Tina Forbush and Assistant
Coach Prescott Gaylord were
honored along with the students
in a ceremony that followed the
trial.

This year, the Mock Trial
case was a criminal one in
which Alex Goldman, sixteen,
was charged with three counts
of vehicular manslaughter. The
fictional case revolved around
the events of July 4, 2004 in the
town of Beakersville, MD. Ac-
cording to the facts of the case,

Maestro Leon Fleisher’s visit
filled the Upper School with
humor, wisdom and music. See
article on p. 3

Mock Trial team drops out in finals
Goldman, who had gotten his/
her (all witnesses have unisex
names so they can be played by
a boy or girl) driver’s license just
two weeks before, offered a
ride to four friends, Kris Kelley,
David Johnson, Jennifer Ham-
mond, and Jeffrey Brown, after
consuming alcohol at a pool
party that afternoon.

While on the highway, Gold-
man was distracted by the
dancing of his/her passengers as
well as by the music which they
were blasting. Estimates for the
maximum speed he/she reached
ranged from 70 to 85 mph in a
55 mph zone.

After reaching his/her maxi-
mum speed, Goldman took his/
her eyes off the road and, be-
fore he/she had turned back
around, his/her car jumped the
median and went straight into
oncoming traffic where it
slammed into another car, driv-
en by Thomas McCally.

As a result of the accident,
Hammond and Brown, both 16,
as well as McCally, 22, died.
Goldman was charged for their

deaths.
During each trial, both the

prosecution and the defense had
three lawyers and three witness-
es.

Adam Rogers ’06, Whit Co-
hen ’05, and Ezra Miller ’06
played prosecution witnesses
Kris Kelley, a passenger in the
car, Sam Gilchrist, an eye wit-
ness, and Trooper Jesse Zeigler,
an officer who reconstructed
the accident, respectively. Ear-
lier in the year, Cat Early ’08
played the part of Gilchrist. Vera
Eidelman ’05, who gave the
opening statement, Brad Mendel-
son ’06, and Allie Brandt ’06,
who gave the closing statement,
presented the prosecution’s case
during the final trial. Alexis
Green ’07 and Ben Weinstein
’06 had also been lawyers for
the prosecution earlier in the
year.

Park’s defense team was
comprised of witnesses Dahlia
Silberg ’05, Joe Rosenberg ’06,
and Cohen and lawyers Zach
Gidwitz ’05, Brandt, and Men-
delson.

a section of Middle School Vi-
sual Arts.  This pushes her
course load from two to three
classes.  Asdourian was one of
the few part-time teachers who
did not lose her job in the recent
layoffs.  Also, English teacher
and K-12 Writing Center Coor-
dinator Kevin Coll will increase
his course load to four classes,
preserving the number of sec-
tions of English to be offered
next year.

By Eric Gottlieb ’06

A. Rogers ‘06 dances with K. Sachs ‘05

(Top) M. Levy ‘06 and S. Mehlman
‘05 as Proteus and Julia (Bottom)
L. Brant looks on as cupid.

photos by D. Golaner ‘96

drawing by C. Hankin ‘06

E. Miller ‘06 sings to Spice.
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by Laura Gordon ’05

U.S. Committee evaluates assessment

The current budget deficit and
resulting personnel cuts will
force some changes for course
offerings next year, but, accord-
ing to the department chairs, the
overall curriculum will basically
remain intact.

The biggest changes will oc-
cur in History. Currently, there
are 18 sections of required
courses in the department, but
next year, there will only be
enough staffing for 16. The ma-
jor question for the History
Department next year will be
electives. Civil Liberties and
Criminal Law always fill up,
and Department Chair Jon
Acheson is confident that the
new Economics class will be
popular as well. The History De-
partment hopes for three other
electives to have sufficient en-
rollment, including AP
European History. Acheson fears
that almost all of the electives
are social studies courses rath-
er than more factually based
classes. This means that seniors
who are looking for a standard
history course but have already
exhausted the required courses
will not be able to take the kind
of class they want. He encour-
ages those who like a classic
history class to take either AP
Euro or Irish History and Liter-
ature, a new course which will
be co-taught by Upper School
History teacher Peter Warren
and Upper School English teach-
er Kirk Wulf. The course will
have elements of both an English
and a History course, and will
serve as a credit for either de-
partment.

Team-taught classes have
been successful in past years,
and, as a result, there is an in-
crease in the number of such
classes proposed for the ’05-
’06 academic year. Upper
School English teacher Kevin
Coll hopes to offer an English
course for AP French students

that would culminate in a trip to
Paris, similar to his 2004 Apart-
ment class. Upper School
English teacher Howard
Berkowitz and Upper School
Math teacher Tony Asdourian
are developing an idea for a phi-
losophy course entitled Theory
of Knowledge. Upper School
English teacher Patti Porcarelli
and Upper School Spanish
teacher Ileana Imhoff are work-
ing together on Literature of
Immigration, a class which
would take a trip to Guatemala.
Coll is also working with Upper
School Theater Director Peter
King on Shakespeare’s Twelfth
Night, a course similar to last
year’s Tempest and this year’s
As You Like It.

Enrollment in a double course
has to count for two courses
which could lead to more than
25 students in a class.

Budget issues are not the only
reason for change. The math
department is reworking some
courses for philosophical rea-
sons. The Advanced Placement
(AP) Calculus BC course will
become Advanced Calculus.
The course will not be driven by
the syllabus of the AP, but will
instead contain what the teach-
ers consider interesting material.

Calculus is not the main fo-
cus of mathematics college
courses. Most college level
courses involve abstract algebra
and the other math electives.
This year, after the department
announced the switch from AP
to Advanced, there were six
students who wrote on the de-
partment survey that they
wanted to take the higher-level
electives rather than Advanced
Calculus. Last year, only one
student decided not to take BC
after AP AB. The math depart-
ment wanted students to take a
course they liked, not a course
because it was an AP. AP will
still be available to students who
want to take on some extra
work.

by Julian Charnas ’07

Departments introduce
new classes next year

US Admissions keeps classrooms full
by Ben Hyman ’06

photo by S. Weintraub
J. Kessinger and M. McGill discuss assessment strategies.

A committee of students and
faculty has been meeting to dis-
cuss the role of assessment at
Park.  The Upper School cur-
rently gives letter grades, which
go on a student’s final transcript
and are sent to college as a rep-
resentation of the student’s
academic achievement.

For years, members of the
community have been consider-
ing the inconsistency between
grades and the philosophy,
while recognizing that grades
are a crucial part of the sorting
process for college.

At an assembly last year, Up-
per School English teacher
Kevin Coll proposed assessment
without grades, which would
be “more revealing than just a
letter.” The assembly sparked
interest about assessment, and
this year a committee was
formed.

Upper School principal Mike
McGill approached the Board
of Trustees to see if it was
worth visiting the issue or if the
executive committee would re-
ject any alternative plans.  The
Board gave a go ahead to the
discussion.

The assessment committee is
concerned not only with the
overall concept of grades, but
also with their current purpose
at Park.  A rubric is distributed
with each report card that out-
lines what every grade
represents.  According to the
school’s Program of Studies, an
“A” is given to a student who
“has shown a mastery of the
skills, facts, and concepts in the
course and the capacity to ap-
ply and critically examine this
knowledge with a sense of re-
finement and complexity,” while
a “B” means that the student
“has shown strong competence
in study skills and a sound grasp
of the facts and concepts in the
course.”

 Currently 88 to 90 percent of
grades given at Park are A’s and
B’s.  The committee is consid-

ering whether to rewrite grade
descriptions.  “Out of the 45
percent of grades that are A’s,
only 10 percent hit the standards
of an A as far as mastery.  We
recognize the distillation that
goes on,” notes McGill.

While there are some schools
that function without letter

grades, the absence of a famil-
iar grading system could affect
students in the college process.
“When admissions officers are
only given 5 minutes to read
each file, they’re not going to
have time to read every single
comment,” says McGill.  Co-
lumbia University, among other
colleges, requires five SAT 2’s
if a school does not assign
grades.  “There would have to
be more of an emphasis on
standardized tests,” says McGill,
“and we would not opt for a
system that’s too hard on the
students.”

The committee worked
through February looking at
schools that assess students
without resorting to letter
grades.  “Our conclusion,” stat-
ed McGill “is that it’s politically
exhausting to go to no grades,
even though it would be better.”

Currently the group is consid-
ering an alternative grading scale
with three separate categories:
mastery, capacity for growth,

and self-awareness in learning.
At the next meeting, Coll will
bring in a model report card ex-
plaining those three categories.

“The committee has cross
departmental representation
with a broad array of attitudes
that are not necessarily all anti-
grade,” says McGill.  Upper

School History teacher and Col-
lege Guidance counselor Tina
Forbush is concerned with how
students will be affected in the
college process.

The committee consists of
Coll, Forbush, McGill, Tony As-
dourian (Math),  Nancy Fink
(Modern Language), John
Kessinger (History), Julie Rog-
ers (Science), John Trout (Art),
David Al-Ibrahim ’05, Allie
Brandt ’06, and Ben Weinstein
’06.

Coll said, “I’m really excited
to be having this conversation,
and the meetings are stimulating.
I’m going to push really hard in
my direction, realizing we prob-
ably won’t go there, though a
certain amount of negotiation is
possible and inevitable.”

The committee does not have
an official timeline and plans to
continue meeting throughout the
duration of the school year.
“This is an important discussion
which will impact what kind of
place Park is,” explained Coll.

The admissions season for
Upper School was a busy one.
With at least 18 new students
for next year, the school  has
guaranteed continuation of bus-
tling hallways filled with the best
and brightest the area has to of-
fer.

“This is my first year doing
Admissions at Park, said Direc-
tor of Upper School Admission
Mennette San-Lee. “I’m very
pleased with the applicant pool.
It reflects a wide range of
schools, and the quality of the
students is excellent.”

The Admissions process,

which begins in October and is
just winding down, comprises
four parts:  inquiries, applica-
tions, acceptances and
enrollments.  For the Upper
School, 224 inquiries brought
96 applicants to grades nine to
11, 40 acceptances, and 18 en-
rollments to date.  Since next
year’s tenth grade is already
filled, Admission could not ac-
cept any of the applicants to that
grade. Tuition next year for Up-
per School will be $19,150.

Competition for spots in Up-
per School is tough because of
the large number of Park’s own
rising 8th graders.  Spaces avail-
able to outside students were

limited, and therefore, “the num-
ber of students accepted does
not actively reflect the number
of highly qualified applicants we
had,” said San-Lee.  “Many stu-
dents were wait-listed in each
grade, all of whom would make
wonderful additions to our stu-
dent body.”

New students for the 2005-
2006 school year will represent
the following schools:  Baltimore
Hebrew Country Day, Baltimore
School for the Arts, Dumbarton
Middle, Glen Elg Country Day,
Jemicy, Krieger Schechter, Ro-
land Park Middle, St. James
Academy, and Wilde Lake Mid-
dle.

UN clubs meet in D.C.
Eleven students traveled to

D.C. Thursday April 7 to take
part in an intense four-day
Washington Area Model United
Nations Conference (WA-
MUNC) at George Washington
University.

The conference began with
opening ceremonies held Thurs-
day afternoon. Charles Blake, a
relief worker for the American
Red Cross, spoke of his experi-
ences working in the tsunami
devastated areas of Southeast
Asia.  That evening, the dele-
gates began their first committee
sessions, each of which simu-
lated a different United Nations
committee.  During the week-

end, each delegate attended five
additional  committee sessions
which ran as long as four
hours, where they discussed a
myriad of issues and settled
them with eloquent resolutions

Unlike other conferences that
the Model UN Club has attend-
ed in which sessions were held
at a single hotel, the WAMUNC
meetings were dispersed
throughout the GW campus.

In addition to participating in
sessions, students explored the
D.C. area and attended a dele-
gate dance. “I learned a lot from
the interesting people that I
met,” said Maddie Macks ’08,
who attended the conference.

NEWS



Page 3 April 22, 2005
The PostscriptThe PostscriptThe PostscriptThe PostscriptThe Postscript

Leon Fleisher shows brilliance in music, wisdom and wit
by Julian Charnas ’07
and Susan Weintraub, Faculty

During Resident Scholar Leon
Fleisher’s visit March 9, he
combined his renowned musical
talent with an engaging speaking
style, beginning the assembly
with a joke and keeping the
mood of the entire presentation
light.  A former Park School par-
ent—son Julian graduated in
1984—Fleisher had no trouble
developing an immediate rapport
with the audience while he
spoke of his lifelong connection
to the piano. As promised, the
maestro played two pieces, one
for two hands, and one for left
hand, the format he would later
refer to as a “concert for three
hands.”

Fleisher was introduced to pi-
ano-playing at age four and took
lessons from a “local prodigy-
maker” in San Franciso.  “The
lesson wasn’t a good lesson un-
til he made you cry,” he
explained. In the 1930s, Fleish-
er studied with Artur Schnabel
in Lake Como, Italy, “now made
famous by George Clooney and
his ‘pack’,” he said.

 Schnabel sent Fleisher on his
way at age 19, and for several
years, the young man worked

on catching up on things he had
missed while studying piano. He
discovered girls and, “practiced
less and chased more.”

When the U.S. Information
Agency recruited pianists for the
1952 Queen Elizabeth of Bel-
gium competition in hopes that
an American would beat a Rus-
sian, Fleisher entered and won,
renewing his career.  By 1964,
a debilitating condition (now
known as focal dystonia) of his
right hand, changed his life.
Fleisher concentrated on piano
works for the left hand, con-
ducted, and taught for the next
30 years until the development
of Botox injections for his con-
dition enabled him to play with
two hands.

After Fleisher’s speech, one
student asked, “When you were
finally able to use your right
hand again, could you do it?”
Fleisher responded:  “I tried my
right hand everyday for 30 years
just to see if it would work be-
cause the problem came on in
such a mysterious manner.  By
the time Botox came along, I
was ready.”

Today, Fleisher is on the
board of a foundation that ad-
dresses medical conventions,
music teachers, and students on

the dangers of over-playing. He
compared music to sports.
“Athletes stretch. Nobody tells
piano players or fiddle players to
stretch.”

After lunch, Fleisher presid-
ed over two master classes.
Ben Starr ’07, Mara Irwin ‘06,
Paul Hobbs ‘08, Marta Dain ‘07
and Ben Guo ‘08 played chal-

During the 2002-2003 aca-
demic year, Park instituted a
drastically-altered Upper School
schedule. The schedule is now
up for evaluation. When the
schedule was changed, Upper
School Principal Mike McGill
promised that the schedule
would be evaluated and that
changes could be made. To give
the schedule a fair trial, three
years had to pass before the
evaluation.

Prior to the change, each
class was held four times a
week rather than two to three,
X-block was shorter and stu-
dents had different lunch
periods. Students had the abili-
ty to take seven classes rather
than the six they can take now.
Classes ran for 45 minutes.
Now, they range in length from
60 to 90 minutes.

The primary goals of the
change were to decrease the
amount of homework students
had per night and to slow down
the pace of the day. The sched-
ule also allowed students to
participate in Park Singers with-
out forcing them to give up a
block.

Some of the change’s conse-
quences were negative. Upper
School Principal Mike McGill
noted, “When we created this
schedule, we took careful con-
sideration not to eliminate
opportunities in the old schedule

by Tony DeMarco ’08

Group reviews schedule
that we felt were critical to the
school’s mission. One of them
was ample time for co-curricu-
lar activities. There is growing
concern on the part of many
faculty, supported by a recent
survey of faculty activity advis-
ers, that activities are
significantly under-enrolled.”

Another problem is that, dur-
ing G-block, approximately 60
percent of the school is either
doing homework or just hang-
ing out.

Further changes are being
proposed. The faculty has been
thinking about taking some free
time away on Wednesday and
using it for a fourth class.
Currently, classes rotate in fre-
quency from occurring two to
three times per week. This
fourth class would be one of the
three classes which only occur
twice that week and it would ro-
tate every time.

A committee to discuss the
new schedule meets regularly.
Members include Upper School
teachers Greg Brandt,
Raymonde Arseneau, John
Kessinger, Adele Dinerstein, Pe-
ter King, Bill Tabrisky, Elliott
Huntsman, Kim Baylis, and
McGill. Last week in advisory,
the group issued a survey ask-
ing for feedback. Because
seniors experienced the first
schedule as freshmen, there was
an addendum for seniors. The
committee welcomes student
feedback.

Many new X-block activities
have surfaced this school year,
including the Arctic club, the Al-
gebra club, GUTS, and Maps.
The Ski Club kicked off during
Immersion Week and is not cur-

rently connected with the
school, but according to Erica
Gelb ’05, who initiated the Im-
mersion Week activity and now
runs the club, next year it hopes
that the school will support its
ski trips.

Although GUTS was started
last year, co-head Adam Rogers
’06 noted, “It wasn’t organized,
just a bunch of people hanging

by Tony DeMarco ’08

New activities expand X offerings

lenging pieces for the maestro
and a small audience. Fleisher
sat patiently, reading the music
and humming along. After each
performance, he focused on
various passages or techniques,
providing useful guidance and
commentary.  In speaking about
holding fast to the original intent
of the composer, Fleisher said,

“Music is not an opportunity to
pour oneself into the piece.  You
don’t want to apply make-up—
rouge, lipstick—to the piece
you’re playing.”

At 2:55, Michael Roswell ’07
asked the final question.  The
maestro responded by sitting
down at the piano and playing
Gershwin.

out.” This year, the group has
become more serious. It meets
almost every Wednesday, and
has already organized a Madden
tournament that has attracted
students from across the Upper
School.  According to Rogers,
“GUTS can bring all sorts of

people together to have a good
time.” The group is also consid-
ering hosting a grill or showing
a movie.

The Arctic Trip activity has
also had a successful year.  In
the winter, the club sold hot
chocolate which they advertised
for by dressing in a polar bear
suit made by a student’s grand-
mother.  Last week, the activity

Fleisher critiques B. Starr ‘07 in a master class as part of this year’s Resident Scholar program.
photo by D. Al-Ibrahim ‘05

sold homemade ice cream,
smoothies and snowballs to fur-
ther raise money for this
summer’s trip.  The group has
already raised $5,000, but is
hoping to raise more. The trip
will cost each participating stu-
dent $2,500.

The group has also been
learning about the Arctic from
Upper School Science teach-
er Julie Rogers.

Maps was started by
freshmen Elizabeth Himeles
and Abby Krolik. This activi-
ty’s goal is to have fun with
grammar. The group plans to
continue to write the weekly
“Maps Maddening Muddle” in
the Upper School announce-
ments and to read grammar
books.  Upper School English
teacher Patti Porcarelli is the
faculty advisor for this activ-
ity.

The second subject-based
club this year is the Algebra
club. This club is led by Up-
per School Math teacher
Arnaldo Cohen, although oth-
er math teachers occasionally

help out. This group meets on
Fridays, but it keeps its mem-
bers busy all week. The students
in Algebra club are asked to do
the problems that Arnaldo posts
on his classroom door. The
group reviews solutions to the
problems during the meetings on
Fridays. This club was originally
made to help people that were
struggling with algebra.

GUTS member A. Rogers catches a fruitsnack in his mouth.
photo by P. Schamp ‘05

NEWS
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Finding a retail opportunity at
Park, Danielle Emmet ’05 has
been selling homemade purses in
the school store since February.
Priced between $22 and $42,
Emmet has sold 18 bags so far.

According to school store
manager Helen Keith, “I didn’t
hesitate when Danielle asked to
sell through the store.  The bags
were cute, and I was sure she
had some sort of following since
she had already produced so
many.”  The store takes 30 per-
cent of the profit.

Store sells unique items Measuring Art quantifies success
The popularity of

the bags caused oth-
er members of the
Park community to
come forward ask-
ing for similar
opportunities.

The  store’s pro-
gram is not meant
for consignment
purposes, and the
sales recording for
the bags is done
through separate

book keeping.  “There is more
paperwork than I thought, and
we couldn’t be prepared for an
army of people,” explained Kei-
th.  “We don’t have enough staff
for that kind of business.”

Emmet was the first student
to ask to sell items through the
store, and according to Keith,
“We didn’t realize that it would
be such a hit, but this is some-
thing we cannot do on a regular
basis.”

Emmet will remove her bags
when  Senior Projects start.

by Vera Eidelman ’05

The  Library Gallery features student art work through the end of the year.
photo by P. Schamp ‘05

photo by P. Schamp ‘05
Emmett’s bags on display in the school store.

In an effort to encourage Up-
per School students to pursue
science after leaving Park, three
alumni, Lisa Medalie ’98, Matt
Hoffman ’00 and Irit Altman
’95, spent April 18 and 19 at the
school as part of the seventh
annual Millhauser Fellowship
Program.

After an introduction by Up-
per School Science teacher Lou
Rosenblatt, the three Park alum-
ni briefly detailed their careers in
science thus far.

Medalie is currently doing
graduate work in neuropsychol-
ogy with an emphasis on sleep

disorders.
Hoffman is pursuing a Ph.D.

in applied mathematics at the
University of Maryland College
Park, having switched out of
pure mathematics in favor of
something more meaningful.

Altman is working in the field
of marine biology, performing
extensive research on salt
marshes. In her presentation,
she spoke of the joys of digging
in the sand for parasites.

After presenting in assembly,
the Millhauser fellows visited
various classes and spoke to
Upper School students.

Millhauser Fellows encourage study of science

photo by B. Weinstein ‘06
L. Medalie ‘98 and I. Altman ‘95  visit an AP Spanish class.

FACA to review senior year

The Fair Share bill, a bill that
would force Maryland’s largest
corporations to offer affordable
health care coverage to employ-
ees, passed the legislature April
9. Fifteen Park students, joining
others from area schools, had
traveled to Annapolis in Febru-
ary to speak to legislators and
participate in a rally supporting
the bill. After the Lobby Day ral-
ly, several students continued
lobbying by e-mailing Senator
James Brochin, who had prom-
ised to vote for the bill. The bill,
which will only affect Walmart,
is currently in danger of being
vetoed by Governor Ehrlich.

by Peter Schamp ‘05

Lobby Day bill
passes legislature

With questions about seniori-
tis and senior projects pervading
the Upper School, teachers have
organized a Faculty and Curric-
ular Advancement group
(FACA) that will address the is-
sue of senior year. The group,
led by Upper School English
teacher Kevin Coll and Upper
School Mathematics teacher
Tony Asdourian, aims to look at
what other schools do with se-
nior year in order to design a
more senior-friendly curriculum
for Park. “There are all of these
different pressures on students
who happen to be in their senior
year,” said Coll. “I’m wonder-
ing if we haven’t constructed it
the right way.”

The FACA will run for four
weeks over the summer. Ac-
cording to Upper School
Principal Mike McGill, a similar
program existed last summer
but was not funded to run for

more than one week.
The way the current year is

designed, the curriculum
“doesn’t allow students to focus
on a course even first semes-
ter,” said Upper School History
Chair Jon Acheson, a member
of the group. This leads to ten-
sions between faculty and
students. According to senior
Yohance Allette, “The year itself
doesn’t lend itself to doing
much work.” Because of the
perception by many seniors that
“expectations are lower” second
semester, said Madeline Brager
‘05, the seniors don’t feel as in-
clined to work as hard as they
have.

This acuity is strongly tied to
the common feeling that most
students have “senioritis” second
semester and suddenly have no
impulse to work. Certain as-
pects of senior year, such as
senior privileges, free blocks,
and senior projects will be re-
viewed during the FACA.

Park’s latest exhibit, Measur-
ing Art will run May 9 to June
7. The theme speaks to measur-
ing the success of a work of art.
The student portion of the
show, on view in the Richman
Gallery of the Wyman Arts Cen-
ter, will combine projects by
students in all three divisions.
Work by six outside artists will
be exhibited in the Lobby Gal-
lery.

The work in the first part of
the show focuses on displaying
“what goes on in the class-
room,” explained Christine
Tillman, Assistant Exhibitions
Educator. Pieces will range
from collaborative first grade let-
ter paintings to eighth grade
chess sets to work by the
Graphic Design class.

Work by six professional art-
ists will be on display in the
Davison Lobby. Each artist will
exhibit one piece, which will be
accompanied by a description of
the work’s level of success as
well as an explanation of that
assessment. In choosing the art-
ists, who range from sculptors

to trompe l’oeil painters, the Ex-
hibitions Department made an
effort to find artists with vary-
ing methods of measuring
success.

The third part of the show,
which is a subset of the first,
will involve a series of senior
showcases. A group of roughly
a dozen seniors is “free to dis-
play how [it] sees fit,” stated
Tillman. Seniors, who have been
allotted eight feet of space each,
must submit the work by today.
Most of the pieces are two-di-
mensional, though several
light-up sculptures will also be
included.

Tillman is excited about the
seniors’ exhibit. “Most [of these
students] are committed and se-
rious and have a body of
independent work…This is the
first time we have the space to
do this. It’s a rare and unique
space. The exhibition program
here is incredible, but it doesn’t
always serve advanced students
in the best way, which makes it
more difficult for students to
show work. [This show] gives
senior work the space and atten-
tion it deserves.”D a n i e l l e

Emmet ’05 is planning a recep-
tion for the senior show.

“Any time you put student art
together, it raises the question of
how you assess work…[That]
varies, especially at a place like
Park. There is no right and
wrong, but there is room for in-
ternal critical dialogue,”
explained Tillman.

Prior to the installation of
Measuring Art, Carly Ries ’05
will display a collection of her
pieces, entitled figures, in the
Davison Lobby. “Carly has been
working independently very se-
riously and approached
[Exhibitions Educator] Peter Br-
uun [about having a show] and
Peter honored that request,”
Tillman explained, going on to
credit Park’s progressivism for
that decision.

Ries’ show will run April 27
to 29;  her family is planning to
will host a reception on opening
day.

Open Call, an all-Upper
School show which includes
work volunteered by students, is
currently on display in the Li-
brary hallway, and will run
through the end of the year.

NEWS
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One of the most remarkable
aspects of Park School is the
extent to which it follows the
words of its eloquent philoso-
phy.  One line often quoted is,
“learning need not be alienating
or painful, nor need success be
measured by comparison to oth-
ers.”  For this reason, Park is
one of the few college prepara-
tory schools in the country that
gives no final exams and gener-
ally keeps the number of tests to
a minimum.

Rather than alleviating pain
and creating an environment
more conducive to learning, the
lack of exams leaves students
with grades that are inaccurate
indicators of their accomplish-
ment.  Students are no strangers
to the same stress that plagues
every other high school student.
Because it lacks a fair system of
evaluation, Park should intro-
duce final exams.

Park undoubtedly provides a
rigorous curriculum, with class-
es ranging from Calculus to
Western Philosophy.  It is diffi-
cult to master many of the

concepts introduced in these
courses in the span of a few
weeks, however diligent one is.
Once a student applies the con-
cepts time and time again
however, they become very
clear.  But by that time, he has
already been graded on his un-
derstanding and is given no
other opportunity to demon-
strate it.  One could realistically
receive a B- as a final grade be-
cause of one’s initial
understanding of the course ma-
terial despite one’s ultimately
impeccable understanding.

At most high schools, each

semester ends with a week of
extensive final exams, which
give students the opportunity to
show their understanding.  Be-
cause the exams generally
account for 10 or 20 percent of
one’s final grade, his transcript
in turn reflects his actual
progress rather than his ability to
apply a small subset of what he’s
learned at an artificial interval.
This is the definition of progres-
sivism.

Rather than considering the
merits of a final exam, Park
takes the most simplistic view of
its philosophy and scoffs at any
notion of systematic standards
of evaluation.  Many teachers
give only a handful of tests per
semester, trying to minimize
their importance, but the unin-
tended consequence is that the
student’s grade is influenced by
a few seemingly unimportant
evaluations rather than a mea-
sure of his overall performance.

Park needs to accept the re-
ality of grades and find a way
to accurately evaluate its stu-
dents.  Currently, a student can
take the SATs multiple times if
he is unhappy with his score,
but cannot redeem himself when

tested on far more difficult ma-
terial in class. This actuality
makes Park’s grading system
less accurate than the most con-
servative preparatory schools.

In an ideal world, there would
be no need for tests or grades
and students would work sole-
ly because of their unwavering
desire to become more educat-
ed individuals.  This is not the
case and rather than utilizing a
superficial, inaccurate system of
evaluation, Park should build its
philosophy around reality and
consider the merits of final ex-
ams.

by Jenna Breiter ’06
and Eric Gottlieb ’06

Final exams would offer
better gauge for progress

Park’s academic expectations
are definitely reasonable. But
hear me when I say there is a
sizeable glitch in the system. As
I see it, formal class debates are
unfair. Before you label me a
“slacker” or just plain dumb,
please allow me to explain.

Not all kids were born to
take the spotlight. I did not
emerge from the womb with a
gavel or briefcase in hand,
though I’m convinced other
Park students did. These stu-
dents, the ones that preferred
Law and Order to Barney, are
now the great debaters. But
what about the rest of us?

I’m sure if you know me, ev-
erything I’ve said thus far seems
hypocritical. I act in shows,
speak my mind, and, on the sur-
face, appear to be brewing with
confidence. Though I hate to
admit it, this image projects the
wrong impression. As reality has
it, I’m fairly insecure and pre-
fer being introverted. I say this
not because I’m looking for pity
or a way to express my teenage
angst, but because I think it
draws a logical connection to

not wanting to participate in de-
bate.

There’s a huge difference be-
tween normal class discussion
and fiery debate. During a nor-
mal discussion, you aren’t
expected to talk for five straight
minutes without breathing. Con-
versely, if you don’t have the
lung-power to propel a model-
ship across the Pacific Ocean,
you’re pretty much screwed
when it comes to debating.
Whereas day-to-day conversa-
tion allows you to prattle on
without getting caught, any fab-
rication or straying away from
objectivity will destroy the de-
bate; your team will lose if you,
let’s say, mix up esoteric minu-
tia about a subject like the Jim
Crow Laws. Basically, a debate
at Park is high-level, and you
cannot fake it. Is it not reason-
able to say, then, that these
factors have the potential to pro-
duce a destabilizing anxiety
within the student?

Of course Park should not
entirely do away with debates.
Many students and teachers love
them. I, too, give some value to
them because I believe that pub-
lic speaking is an important life

by Carly Schleider ’06

NoNoNoNoNot Born tt Born tt Born tt Born tt Born to Debato Debato Debato Debato Debateeeee

iPods. They’re everywhere.
Everyone seems to have one; if
they don’t, they want one.  At
Christmas, the precious iPod
was apparently the only gift
worth getting, but I told my par-
ents I didn’t want one.
It seems to me that I’m
the only person I know
who still clings to the
CD. “Why?” people
ask. “Why would you
possibly want to carry
around a big bulky CD
case that holds only
twelve CDs when you
could have all your mu-
sic in one convenient
little package? What
could you possibly have
against iPods?”

The answer is: a lot.
People keep espousing
the merits of the iPod,
and yet I find myself
thinking that most of its
so called “virtues”  are
very unappealing. So
that people will stop
calling me a mindless
technophobe, I’ve made a list
of my arguments:

a) You can have all your
music in one place! No more
wishing you could listen to a
song and not having it with
you! See, I’m not so sure this
is a good thing. Being able to lis-
ten to the song you want is nice.
But not being able to listen to the
song,  thinking about it on and

off all day, and then finally get-
ting home to play it,  that’s
magic.

b) The shuffle feature is so
awesome! You don’t have that
with CDs.  Great. So this thing
is going to allow me to jump
from Radiohead to Outkast to T-

Rex?  Count me out. Maybe I
have a more eclectic music col-
lection than most, but I find the
prospect of switching artists af-
ter every song perverse. Some
genres really aren’t supposed to
mix like that. Are we all so
A.D.D. that we can’t listen to
one artist and the mood he or she
provokes for more than three
minutes at a time?

by Rebecca Martin ’06

The Limits of the Almighty iPod
c) You don’t have to buy a

whole album, just the songs you
like. This is the argument that
bothers me the most. Because I
am a big fan of the album. Ab-
bey Road, The Dark Side of the
Moon, Kid A: these are not just
collections of songs, but cohe-

sive works that fit
together as wholes.
My greatest fear is
that as we abandon
CDs, artists will stop
making albums all to-
gether and just make
singles, since that’s all
people will download.
If that happens, the
ambitious, longer con-
cept albums will
vanish.

And besides, I hate
the idea of people lis-
tening only to “the
songs they like,” be-
cause often that
translates to “the songs
they’ve heard of.”
How many times have
I bought a CD because
there were a few
songs I knew I en-

joyed, only to discover
unexpectedly the songs that en-
thrall me the most?  If we
wander down the “buy only the
songs you know” path, it will be
the mass media, not the artist’s
vision, that will dictate what we
hear.  I know one day I’ll give
in and buy an iPod. But for now
I’m going to carry my beat-up
CD player with pride.

skill. Still, because of a debate’s
disconcerting nature, I do not
believe it is fair to evaluate a stu-
dent on his/her performance.
Perhaps students should be of-
fered the alternative of writing a
short paper, or taking a quiz. It
would make me happy, at least.

I guess here is where I
should apologize to anyone who
has been subjected to my hor-
rendous debating skills. If the
school doesn’t consider what
I’ve said, I give you permission
to pelt me with tomatoes next
time. Because trust me, what
comes out of my mouth in
those five minutes will be ago-
nizingly stupid. And I’m not
stupid, or at least I don’t think
I am.

photo by P. Schamp ‘05
The Mini iPod holds 1000 songs.

photos by B. Weinstein ‘06

Park needs to accept the reali-
ty of grades and find a way to
accurately evaluate its students. photo by M. Levy ‘06
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It’s hard to think that it has
been a full year since Brad Men-
delson ’06, Zach Gidwitz ’05,
Michele McCloskey ’05, and I
were elected to serve on the Stu-
dent Council. Certainly, a lot has
happened in those short months.
It turns out I was correct in pre-
dicting that being President
would be something I was both
proud of and ashamed of, a po-
sition I have loved and hated
almost simultaneously for its
commitment and responsibility.
At times, having a place on the
Student Council or Student Sen-
ate is the most progressive
opportunity in the school, sole-
ly because it has the potential to
be anything you want it to be.
The positions in student govern-
ment are therefore defined by
those who hold them, and it is
because of this that those stu-
dents are both blessed with
unlimited opportunity and
cursed with the burden of cre-
ating good initiative.

So many times students have
served on the Student Council,
content with settling for the
least amount of work (that is
not to say that at times I haven’t
been guilty of the same thing).
My advice is to only run for
office if you have the time, in-
terest, and initiative to take
advantage of Park’s essentially
limitless community.

Growing up, I have always
been one to compromise and at-

tempt to see and recognize ev-
eryone’s views. At times, this
prevented me from forming my
own individual thoughts. This
year, one of the most important
things I have learned through
working on the student council
is that it is imperative to pick
your standpoint before leading
others, to pick the one side of
an issue which you agree with
and fight for it. Taking these
kinds of risks in front of a com-
munity in which I’ve grown up
has been the most intimidating,
yet arguably the most reward-
ing, aspect of being President.

I want to thank the Student
Council as well as the rest of
the Student Senate. Brad,
Michele, Zach, and Rachelle
Work (our faculty adviser) have
worked so hard with me this
year, going way beyond expec-

by Sarah Raifman ’05

tations to benefit the Park com-
munity. We could not have had
a more well-rounded, motivated,
and creative group. I hope that
they, too, have learned from their
experiences working together
this year.

I encourage next year’s Stu-
dent Council and Senate to
recognize now the extreme
potential of the student govern-
ment at Park. Take the time and
effort to plan and organize
something that you care about
that can contribute to our com-
munity and motivate others to
do the same. The rest you will
have to figure out on your own,
those things which come only
with time and experience, an-
guish and laughter, frustration
and relief.

Good luck and thanks for a
great year!

Student Council members M. McCloskey ’05, B. Mendelson ’06, Z.
Gidwitz ’05, and S. Raifman ’05 celebrated their election last May.

photo by A. Lichtenfeld ’06

Every year, after college applications have been sent in or early
admissions letters sent out, we hear about the same thing- seniori-
tis. Its very name implies the way it’s perceived: as a disease, an
affliction, a problem that unavoidably strikes seniors. We specu-
late as to why it happens, what we can do about, and what it is
that makes seniors so lazy and unwilling to work. But perhaps,
given that the “problem” has never been solved, we aren’t asking
the right questions.

Senioritis is simply what happens when the Park School philos-
ophy is allowed to function. It’s what happens when, finally,
students are free to ignore the confines of grades and college en-
trance demands and simply pursue their interests. Most seniors, if
not all, still work extremely hard in school, be it as part of an X-
block activity, a sport, or a production. Sure, every senior’s work
habits suffer after first semester, but is this solely because we’ve
applied to college and finished our final projects? Many would ar-
gue that senioritis is simply a post-stress lapse, the result of seniors
trying to catch their breath after one of the most, if not the most,
difficult semesters of high school.

The central tenet behind progressive education is that the stu-
dents are motivated to learn, that they are sincerely interested in
the material and take initiative to become educated. Unfortunately,
that isn’t exactly how this school works. Students still take class-
es because they feel obligated to, we still worry about grades and
college. All of that is perfectly reasonable. But once these things
are finally removed, and we’re able to actually relax and pursue
what truly matters to us, the progressive philosophy is finally able
to come to life. Should we not celebrate and in fact facilitate this
attitude, not only senior year but throughout high school?

It’s unfair to pin such a negative shibboleth on an entire class
without trying to take a reasonable look at why it happens. Like it
or not, seniors are transitioning from one stage of life to another;
as Upper School History Chair John Acheson puts it, seniors are
“not really high school students anymore, but they’re not really
college students either- they’re something else.” Perhaps, taking
this into account, seniors need to be treated accordingly.

Fulfilling the Philosophy

This is our last issue as Editors-in-Chief of Postscript.  We’ve
spent hundreds of hours in the Publications room.  Over 50 of
those were spent on this issue alone.  We ordered Chinese, we
ordered pizza, we ordered our lives around issues of the paper,
and we revised our lives to get those issues in order and to press.
We instituted changes in layout, tried to find more relevant and up-
to-date news, and concentrated on the quality of the writing.

A few weeks ago, we appointed new Editors-in-Chief to take
on the job for next year. We wish luck to Eric Gottlieb, Rachel
Kutler, and Ezra Rosenberg and trust them to do a spectacular job.

This year has flown by too fast for all of us given the amount
of energy and heart we devoted to our Postscript.

Farewell to Postscript The Potential of Government
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1. Wedge Heeled Shoes:
Honestly, people, it looks like
you are walking on some sort of
colorful, repugnant cheese. In
the eighties, when these shoes
first became popular, people had
few inhibitions as to what they
wore. Now they’re a bit more
fashion conscious. Hence, do
not wear the cheese shoes.

2. Maternity Shirts: I know
they aren’t really called mater-
nity shirts, but they strongly
resemble them. The ones that
cinch around the bust and flare
out below the bust line? Those.
These are possibly the most ste-
reotypical hippie-flower-child
shirts and they should have
stayed dead and buried. I truly
have no idea how they came
back in style, but Juicy seems
happy enough to produce
enough in terrycloth to soak up
all the water on the face of the
planet. And even though Lindsay
Lohan wears them, I still hate
them, and frankly, she can pull
anything off.

3. Flipped Collars: They
looked better on the Fonz.

4. Tie-Dye: I know not
many people wear tie-dye, but
for those who do — it’s good

Ten comeback fashion items that shouldn’t have come at all
for camp and color wars, but it’s
really, really tacky.

5. The Mullet: Yes, Karen O
had one. But again, she is just
one of those people who can
pull it off. There are far too
many hairstyles nowadays that
closely resemble the mullet, and
I find them too close for com-
fort.

6. Add-On Fur Collars: I
know right now a lot of you are
probably thinking what the hell?
But I assure you, these have
come back in style after their
eighty-odd year absence. At
least I think they originated in
the 1920’s or thereabouts. Let
me describe these collars for
you: they come in various taw-
drily dyed collars (or plain fur
collars if you so prefer) with
ribbons in the front to tie them
around your neck. They are
supposed to resemble the collar
of a nice fur coat and are meant
to accessorize plain sweaters or
shirts. For some unknown rea-
son, yet again, my mother has
some sort of fondness for them
and I have a few around my
house. You can make your own
assumption as to what I think of
them.

7. Absolutely Excessive
Amounts of Necklaces: I love

by Rachel Katz ’06 jewelry. I really do. But I agree
with Melissa Rivers (Joan’s
daughter) when she said that you
really should only wear gaudy
earrings with a plain necklace (or
none at all) or a really gaudy
necklace with plain earrings (or,
again, none at all). So seeing
people wear about fifty-thou-
sand necklaces is a bit
off-putting for me. It’s another
1960’s thing to go along with
the maternity shirts, and the peo-
ple that wore them then were
most likely so incredibly high
that they didn’t even know
what they were wearing any-
way. As long as it was fitting to
get naked and fling mud at each
other at Woodstock.

8. Boots that Lace Up the
Ankles: These originated with
point shoes, so I’m guessing
they go pretty far back. And I
don’t actually believe they are
unattractive. I actually just think
they are such a pain in the ass
that it isn’t even worth it to
wear them. Last time I did, I al-
most broke my ankle because I
tripped and the shoe slid from
under my foot, but remained tied
to my leg. So they didn’t make
my list because they are ugly,
but more so because I am hold-
ing a grudge.

C. Attman ’07 shows off her flipped collar.
photo by M. Levy ’06

9. Ruffles: I had ruffles on
a bathing suit I wore when I
was three. Seeing them now on
shirt sleeves and skirts just re-
minds me of how much I hated
them back then.

10. Louis Vuitton: I really
don’t see why everyone is so

infatuated with these purses. My
mom has some from back in
the 70’s when they were hot
(and much less expensive) and
they look exactly the same as
the current “classic style.” I
don’t see anything special about
them, and I think that the white/
colored and black/colored ones

are even worse. And don’t even
get me started on the knockoffs.
The point of the purses in the
first place is just for the LV em-
blazoned all over them and with
the hideous replications, you
don’t even get that.

11. Bonus: Whatever the
Hell Adele Had Us
Wear For Parksing-
ers: Though not truly
a comeback fashion,
since I actually have
no idea what was
going through the de-
signer’s head and it
does not deserve to
be considered fashion
at all, I felt I should
give the ugly shirt/
skirt ensemble a
shout out. It is possi-
bly the ugliest thing
I’ve ever worn (save
that one shirt my
mother forced me to
wear in first grade, a

pearl and lace and rickrack
abomination…until Rachel Kut-
ler tried to cut the tag out with
my Lisa Frank scissors and cut
the shirt instead…) and I don’t
even have the words to describe
how strong my distaste is for
these outfits. That, and they’re
really staticky.

by Vera Eidelman ’05

This LS flyer raises questions.

According to the Park School
website, the Partners at Park
program was created eight
years ago in an effort to
“support…all students as we
become a truly diverse commu-
nity.” The program, which
“pairs Lower School students
of color and all new students in
grades two-five with an Upper
or Middle School student,” ob-
viously has good intentions. It’s
meant to encourage diversity
and provide a comfortable
environment for “diverse” stu-
dents.

And yet, by doing so, the
program defines and limits di-
versity. Although new students,
regardless of race, economic sta-
tus, or religion may be invited,
the program is intended for “stu-
dents of color.” Does that mean,
therefore, that Park’s definition
of diversity is confined to dif-
ferences in skin color?  And
conversely, does that mean that
differences in skin color auto-
matically create diversity?

Diversity is not a concept that
should be defined by demo-
graphic statistics, nor can it be.
For true diversity to exist, dis-
tinctions between races should
no longer be recognized:
differences in opinions, in per-
sonalities, differences in who we
are rather than what we are

should create the diversity.
Much of Park’s admissions

campaigning targets society’s
current fixation on this golden

concept of diversity. There is a
specific section on the website
dedicated to diversity and our
efforts in cultivating it. There is
also a bulletin board in the Low-
er School dedicated to Asian
Awareness. The board is cov-
ered with pictures of Lower
School classes and activities.
The purpose of the board is to
break down stereotypes by us-
ing pictures of Asians doing
things that are not stereotypical-
ly Asian and others of
non-Asians doing stereotypical-
ly Asian things. Tacked-up flyers
ask viewers to find what is the
same about the students in each
picture. And what is the same?

They are all Asian Americans.
So, Lower Schoolers learn that
all Asians are the same.

Why do we continue to strive
for this artificial, politically-cor-
rect diversity? Yes, Park could
use more diversity. But not in the
simplified form of higher
percentages of non-Jewish,
non-white, non-rich kids.

The second problem I see
with Partners is that, after cre-
ating this definition, the program
highlights it. By giving certain
kids an Upper School partner,
the program says, “Hey little
kids, in case you didn’t notice,
this kid that has a partner is dif-
ferent (or perhaps the program
would say diverse). And now
he/she has something you want
but can’t have.” As a result, the
divisions between the two
groups, between the “diverse”
and the “not diverse”, which
should not exist in a truly di-
verse community, are first
created and then solidified.

Of course the purpose of
Partners is the exact opposite.
And, having been a Partner for
two years, I know that the re-
ality of the program is not as
grim as what I have painted. At
the same time, I do disagree with
the program’s underlying princi-
ples. Diversity is great. But
diversity is not about race and
religion. Diversity is about opin-
ions and beliefs.

See, in the Macks-Fidler Black Box theater, there’s this really
novel concept. When you plug in a bunch of lights and flip the
switch, they actually turn on.

Oh sure, this sometimes happens in the Meyerhoff, but often I
find a live leprechaun in my box of Lucky Charms.  You see, the
lighting system in the Meyerhoff was installed in the 70s, and it
doesn’t work nearly as well as it used to.

The following is a step by step description of what my fellow
techies and I once had to do to get a light to turn on.

· Run up to the catwalk. Lower a pipe. Run down. Hang the
light. Raise the pipe. Plug the extension cord into an unlabeled cord.

· Run down the catwalk. Run up to the booth. Turn on each of
about 30 circuits, one by one, waiting for the light to turn on.  Note
that it doesn’t turn on.

· Run up to the catwalk.  Lower the pipe.  Run down. Plug the
light into a regular outlet. Note that it doesn’t turn on.

· Dismantle the light’s cord and note that the wires inside have
come undone.  Rewire them. Plug it back in.  Note that it doesn’t
turn on. Open up the light and note that the bulb is burnt out. Re-
place the bulb.  Plug the light in.  Note that it came on this time.

· Re-hang the light on the pipe. Raise the pipe. Run up the cat-
walk.  Plug it into a circuit.  Run back to the booth and try  circuits
one by one.  Note that the light doesn’t turn on.

· Run back up to the catwalk.  Plug the light into a different
circuit.  Run back to the booth.  Try the circuits one by one.  Fi-
nally, the light comes one.I really wish that this case was unusual.
I really wish that this was the worst it ever got.

Even when the lights actually turn on, the problems with the
system continue.  Few of the circuits work, and we have few dim-
mers, working lights, and working extension cords. In addition,
when the lights do turn on, they’re a menace.  Techies are rewarded
for their hard work with second degree burns and electric shocks.

Fortunately, Two Gentlemen of Verona  was the last show for
which your friendly neighborhood techies had to suffer through
this system.  This summer, thanks to the senior class, a new sys-
tem will be purchased to return the Meyerhoff to its former glory.

 “Trazzy,” you ask, “if we’re getting a new system right after
this show, why did you just write an article bitching and whining
about the old one?”

Why? Because Gottlieb told me to write something for Post-
script.  That’s why.

Now, if you excuse me, I’m going to go apply some lotion to
my burns.

by Alex Trazkovich ’06Park’s definition of diversity is wrong Let there be light

photo by S. Weintraub
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Think Bend it Like Beckham
with more singing, dancing,
and Bollywood. Directed by
Gurinder Chadha, Bride and
Prejudice is a colorful roman-
tic comedy about two sisters
finding love (much like in its

namesake, Pride and Prejudice
by Jane Austen). The film fo-
cuses on Lalita Bakshi (played
by Aishwarya Rai, probably
one of the most beautiful wom-
en in the world), a headstrong
young lady, looking for love
with the help of a persistent,
wealth-seeking mother, Mrs.
Bakshi (Nadira Babbar). Jaya
(Namrata Shirodkar), Lalita’s
older sister, begins falling for
Balraj Bingley (Naveen An-
drews), a wealthy Indian man
based in London. Balraj brings
his friend and business partner

Will Darcy (played by Martin
Henderson, also seen in The
Ring) to accompany him to a
wedding and look at a hotel that
Darcy’s family might buy.

The two invite Jaya and Lali-
ta with them for a weekend at
the hotel. Despite sparks flying
between Balraj and Jaya, Lalita

and the American Darcy cannot
get past their cultural differenc-
es, and don’t quite hit it off.
Lalita meets another man,
Johnny Wickham (Daniel
Gilles), who seems to strike her
fancy.

In a complicated web of con-
nections, Johnny and Darcy
somehow used to know each
other. After the weekend, the
two sisters never hear from
their prospects again. Mean-
while, Mrs.Bakshi is attempting
to set up Lalita with Mr. Kholi
(Nitin Chandra Ganatra), a bois-

Complete with Tiffany chan-
deliers, dusty bookshelves, and
vintage photographs, Evergreen
House is usually just the typical
19th century mansion-turned-
museum. But, until May, it is
also the location of an exciting
art exhibit, Music, Art, and
Beautiful Things, which fea-
tures work by members of the
Park community among others.

Evergreen House was once
owned by the Garrett family,
bought when John W. Garrett
owned the B&O Railroad in the
19th century. John Work Garrett,
grandson of John W. Garrett,
left the house to Johns Hopkins
University when he died in 1942,
and it has since been converted
to a museum.

But now, instead of simply
seeing the bright yellow dining
room after turning the first cor-
ner, you will also see writing by
Eva Fillion ’07 hanging on the
wall.

The art exhibit is directed by
Park School Exhibitions Educa-
tor Peter Bruun and includes
work created by Baltimore-area
students.

Students in the first semester
Writing about Place class visit-

ed Evergreen house with Upper
School English teacher Greg
Brandt earlier this year and
wrote about a particular place in
the house.

Their work, along with the

work of students from the
Johns Hopkins Advanced Writ-
ing Seminar, is placed through
the house. Also featured will be
an original composition by
UMBC Percussion professor

and Park School parent Tom
Goldstein, to be performed in the
house’s Bakst Theatre on Satur-
day, May 7.

Among other installations in
the exhibition are reflections by

eighth grade students at Roland
Park Country School about their
favorite childhood books, pho-
tographs by students at
Youthlight, an afterschool pho-
tography and media literacy

Putting the biases of being a
close friend and featured in three
songs aside, Articulate’s The
Preface is a great album. You
won’t get any formulated rap
here; Articulate gives his audi-
ence an original and versatile
assortment of lyrical excellence.

The Preface gives the listener a
glimpse into the inner workings
of the mind of the artist. From
the pain after his father’s and
grandmother’s deaths to his feel-
ings about politics, Articulate
speaks the truth. Proving his
skills as a great producer as well
as a lyricist, Articulate also pro-
duced 18 of the 21 tracks on The
Preface.

Articulate shows off his lyri-
cal skills on stand out tracks
such as “You Crazy”, “You
Know That’s Right”, “Knock
You Down”, “It’s A Fact”, and
“At The Last Minute,” and
proves that he has what it takes
to spit with “the big boys”.
Boasting that, “I make studios
explode when I go in it/You
don’t wanna go toe to toe I’ll
leave you roasted kid/I’m hot
enough to ignite a fire with my

terous, sloppy, loud-laughing In-
dian man living in Hollywood.
When Lalita rejects Mr. Kholi’s
proposal, he gets engaged to her
best friend instead. The movie
unwinds when the women of
the household take a trip to Hol-
lywood for the wedding. Jaya
and Balraj are reunited, Darcy

and Lalita meet again, this
time on better terms, and
Lakhi, the third eldest
Bakshi sister, seems to
have run off with Johnny.

Bride and Prejudice
might not be the most re-
alistic of films. The
actors lack chemistry, the
movie unravels in a com-
pletely ridiculous plot, and
a lot of the singing looks
fake. Still, as with many
musicals, the characters
tend to break into song
and dance at any given
moment. What could be
better?

In one scene where Lalita and
her friends are shopping, the
whole town begins singing
along in a toe-tapping, brighter-
then-bright number that included
men dressed as women. All of
the songs featured in the film
were catchy and amusing,
weaving together a fun story.
Bride and Prejudice is a differ-
ent breed of romantic comedy,
which will most definitely pro-
vide for a night of entertainment
while highlighting aspects of In-
dian culture.

saliva/Burn down your empire
and make your sire retire,” Ar-
ticulate draws the line between
novice and expert.

He is also conscious of the
trials of the world and society
around him, vocalizing his
thoughts in “Take a Look
Around”, and “Cash Rules Ev-
erything Around The World”.

Articulate is not afraid to share
his pains and struggles; on
tracks such as “How Do I Keep
Going” and “Don’t Wanna
Come Back,” he expresses the
pain of growing up after the
death of his father, how he
misses his grandmother, and the
ordeals of being a black adoles-
cent. A tribute to his girlfriend,
“Thinking about You,” dismiss-
es the stereotype of degradation
towards women in rap.

The Preface is one debut al-
bum worthy enough to sit on
shelves accompanying current
rappers in the game (most of
them are garbage anyway). With
superb lyrics and production,
The Preface is a show of high
quality talent, skill, originality,
and versatility. If you haven’t got
it yet, I encourage you to spend
the $5 on this superb album.

Evergreen House features student art
program, and sculptures by stu-
dents at the Baltimore Freedom
Academy. The eighth graders’
storybooks are paired with
similar storybooks that were
popular in the early twentieth

century and which children
growing up in Evergreen house
would probably have read. The
Youthlight photography is paired
with photographs of the Garrett
family that are in some way re-

lated. The students at the Balti-
more Freedom Academy created
masks to depict what their re-
action would be to being invited
as guests to Evergreen House.

The way I saw it, the pur-
pose of the works of art was to
show the similarities between the
lives of the Garrett family and
contemporary Baltimoreans, to
show that there is true impor-
tance in the valuable things at
Evergreen House. Perhaps it
speaks to a broader association
about art itself.

One downside is that, occa-
sionally, the art is accompanied
by excessive explanatory writ-
ing. For example, under each
pair of photographs, their simi-
larities are detailed. Explaining
the purpose of the entire instal-
lation and allowing the viewer to
come to his/her own conclu-
sions about the photographs
may have been just as success-
ful and effective.

There’s no exhibition more
exciting than one that features
the work of your peers, so go
visit. Evergreen House is locat-
ed at 4545 North Charles Street,
near Loyola College. A gallery
talk and tour session will be held
Wednesday, May 11 at 4:30 pm,
free of charge.

Bride and PrejudiceBride and PrejudiceBride and PrejudiceBride and PrejudiceBride and Prejudice: Bollyw: Bollyw: Bollyw: Bollyw: Bollywood Food Food Food Food Fununununun

by Ben Starr ‘07

by Rachel Kutler ‘06 by Devon Scott ‘05

Articulate is worthy

photo courtesy Miramax Films

photo courtesy Johns Hopkins University

The Preface is one debut album worthy
enough to sit on shelves accompanying
current rappers in the game...
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Soul Calibur II: Add it to your video game collection

The Dark Elf Trilogy
(Homeland, Exile, and So-
journ), focuses on the dark
elf Drizzt Do’Urden, creat-
ed by fantasy master R.A.
Salvatore. At first glance,
the series looks like a cheap
potboiler, a knock-off of
the “sacred” Lord of the
Rings world written solely
to sell books and make
money rather than bring
something new to the next
generation of fantasy read-
ers. However, much like
sampling a loop from a
song to make a beat for
another, Salvatore takes the
premise of dwarves, elves,
and trolls, and transforms
it into something entirely new.

According to Salvatore, the
dark elf society is the exact op-
posite of their cousins, the
“surface” elves, better known as
the elves starring in the works
of J.R.R. Tolkien. The dark
elves are portrayed as a hateful,
warmongering society, broken
up into family groups. Eight
families rule their world; never-
theless, wars are waged on one
family by another in order to
gain a better status in their twist-
ed hierarchy.

Every dark elf, except for

Drizzt, lives for this constant
carnage and bloodshed.

Drizzt, perhaps the best
known of all of Salvatore’s cre-
ations, stands against the
society he was raised to love.
From an early age, Drizzt pos-
es the question of “why?” to
those involved in the constant
killing. He is quickly dubbed as
an outcast, and is forever
plagued by his family who try to
convert him to evil. Drizzt is
seen as a “beacon of hope” by
his father, who once held the
same values. When a terrible

   Crap: Vulgar Slang, n. 1. Ex-
crement.  2. Foolish, deceitful,
or boastful language.  3. Miscel-
laneous or disorganized items;
clutter.  4. Cheap or shoddy ma-
terial.  See The OC.

I was hanging out with a
bunch of girls one night and they
all wanted to watch The OC. I
thought I’d give it a shot to see
what all the hype was about, so
I asked them to give me some
background on the characters
and plot. Half an hour later I still
didn’t get it, but we decided to
watch anyway. While the show
itself is pretty awful (the best
acting came from a plastic
horse), what really bugs me is

everyone’s obsession with it. I
don’t understand. In fact, I’m
very excited to never watch it
again.

The OC is a soap opera, and
yet you don’t see people talking
about Days of Our Lives. At
least I don’t see people doing
that.

This is not the first time the
Fox network has put crap on
television. Let’s not forget the
lesser of the two Jackson scan-
dals and of course, the reality hit
The Simple Life. In case you
had any doubts, let both Nanny
911 and Trading Spouses: Meet
Your New Mommy assure you
that the people running the Fox
network are, in fact, entirely
heartless.

by Quinten Rosborough ’08

From the first time you put
Soul Calibur II into your sys-
tem and button-mash your way
into an awesome combo, you
realize that it’s a classic. If you
don’t know by now, Soul Cali-
bur is a pretty amazing
franchise. Starting out on the
PSone under a different name,
this fighting game originated in
arcades and made its true con-
sole debut on the Sega
Dreamcast. Now the popular
weapon-based-fighting game is
back with a new game mode
and more characters. There are
about four different game
modes, each with a minor vari-
ation. The only quality mode,
however, is Weapon Master,
where you travel through a map
in search of the ultimate weap-
on: Soul Edge.

The game is extremely deep.
The Weapon Master mode lasts
around 10 hours, during which
you travel across a map, Super
Mario World-style, and partici-
pate in a variety of battles with
many extraneous characters.
There is a story, but it takes a
lot of reading to understand. I
don’t mean Mario-style speech-
bubble reading, I mean book
reading, I mean dissertation
reading, and I mean Lord of the
Rings reading. Most gamers

won’t bother. The Weapon Mas-
ter mode really helps you get
better at fighting other oppo-
nents, and with the complex
fighting system of the game, you
will need it.

Once you get past the read-
ing, this game becomes one of
the best fighting games ever.
There are 15 different charac-
ters, all with different weapons
and moves. From the mysteri-
ous Voldo, to the massive

Astaroth, to the awesome
Yoshimitsu, the characters all
have amazing move sets and
weapons. There are samurai
swords, staffs, axes, daggers,
and much more. And as a bo-

nus, each console has a unique
character. If you have a
Gamecube, you can play as
Link from the Legend of Zelda
series.

The controls are easy, espe-
cially if you just mash a bunch

of buttons. The main problem is
that the game reassigns letters to
the buttons: “x” becomes “g”
and “b” becomes “a”. This
makes it extremely difficult to
figure out moves, which means

that mostly you will just punch
random buttons on the control-
ler.

A huge plus of this game is
that the environments and play-
er models are beautiful. It’s not
quite realistic—fans of the Halo

Why all the hype?
by JJ Wilner ’05

tragedy befalls Drizzt, he
runs from his former life and
tries to make a better life for
himself.

No matter how many good
deeds Drizzt performs, he is
constantly beleaguered by vi-
sions of his former self, and
haunted by his family and fel-
low dark elves. Instead of
focusing on the common fan-
tasy action, Salvatore creates
the character behind Drizzt,
compelling the reader to delve
deeper into the story and fol-
low the struggles of Drizzt
much more closely. At the
end of the trilogy, you feel as
if you truly know Drizzt, as
if you have been in contact
with him for years. More im-
portantly, Salvatore continues

to throw twists and changes in
the plots to hold the reader’s at-
tention. This keeps the story
from getting stale, and entices
the reader to keep track of Drizzt
and his adventures.

I do not consider myself a
fantasy fanatic, yet I immediate-
ly wanted to learn more about
Drizzt from the first time I read
one of his stories. The Dark Elf
Trilogy is definitely worth a look
from anyone. It has elements of
a variety of genres, more than
enough to make this book a fa-
vorite on anyone’s list.

by Yohance Allette ’05

The next big fantasy trilogy

games will recognize a familiar
shininess in the animation.
There are a variety of arenas to
fight in and also the attacks are
crazy. You can just put the con-
troller down, and watch the
computer kick your butt—it’s
that entertaining. There is an in-
sane number of special moves
that will make you want to re-
wind the game and watch the
beatdown again.

Admittedly, the game has
plenty of problems. Even though
there are 15 different charac-
ters, there are a select few that
are way cooler and the charac-
ters aren’t very balanced. For
example, my favorite character
can recover health and take it
from other people; while this
may be fun to do against the
computer, when playing multi-
player, it can really make your
friends angry. You can become
attached to one character, so
you really don’t get to experi-
ence the other characters. The
voices in the game are lame and
filled with a bunch of phony ac-
cents, which will just make you
laugh. And the music? It’s hor-
rible.

All in all, Soul Calibur II is
definitely one of my favorite
fighting games of all time, and
at $20 as a “Platinum Hit”, I
would definitely recommend it
for your video game collection.

photo courtesy Namco Games

photo courtesy Wizards of the Coast

photo courtesy Fox Television
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Bruins Baseball team powers through MIAA-B;
steps up as major contender for championship

by Hank Nathan ‘06

Girls JV faces tough teams
by Ben Gamse ‘05

This year the Girls JV la-
crosse team hopes to find
success in the very competitive
A2 conference. Facing teams
such as McDonogh, Garrison,
and Spalding, Park has a diffi-
cult schedule to deal with.  The
Bruins will have to work hard
or wins will be a rare commod-
ity.  At this point in the season,
the team is 0-3-1.  The tie came
against Friends.

The team is relatively inexpe-
rienced because it is mostly
freshmen. “Our team needs

more high school experience to
be competitive at this level,” ex-
plained student coach Julie Hess
‘05.

Additional experience and
improvment in on-field commu-
nication skills are two areas
which will boost the team.  As
the season goes on, the girls
must become more comfortable
if they hope to achieve a higher
level of play.

The team is led by captains
Molly Coplan ‘06 and Rachel
Winer ‘06.  Key players are Jes-
sica Oring ‘08, Gabbi Lessens
‘08, and Carrie Young ‘07.

The Boys JV Lacrosse team
has been working hard to kick
off the season.  The JV team,
which only has 14 players, must
be well conditioned and disci-
plined to live up to the success
of last year’s JV team which
lost to John Carroll during the
championship.

This year’s JV squad is lucky
enough to include several of last
year’s key players, including
starting goalie Max Struever ’07

and top attackman Olav Goelet
’07.  Captains Eric Baylin ‘06,
and Eric Dembert ’08 lead the
defense.  The team has been
supplied with several strong
freshmen including Colin Smith,
Ben Levin, and Michael Hess.

Park has already jumped out
to a fast start, winning most of
its games quite easily.  The
young squad has only fallen
twice this season, to conference
frontrunners Curley and John
Carroll.

Park challenged the undefeat-

ed Friars at Archbishop Curley
April 18.

After three quarters, the Bru-
ins had a 9-7 lead, but in the
third quarter their play began to
fall apart. The team allowed 4
goals and lost 11-9.

Park showed strong perfor-
mances by Smith with four
goals, and Levin with three. Bay-
lin played admirably despite
suffering a concussion early in
the match. The team’s record
fell to 2-2 in conference and 3-
2 overall.

Boys JV Lacrosse fields strong team;
pulls off 2-2 record in conference play
by Brad Mendelson ‘06

photo by B. Weinstein ‘06
 T. Taborn ‘06 pulls the ball down the third base line in the Severn game April 13.

Pre-season has come and
gone, and the baseball team is
prepared for another solid sea-
son. Last year the Bruins
finished in third place, surpris-
ing the MIAA B-Conference
with a 14-2 record in the regu-
lar season. Supported by a
strong nucleus of returning
players, with Captains Brad
Rifkin ’05, Jon Gill ’06, and Ben
Hyman ’06, this year’s team
will be a major contender for the
B-Conference Title.

Last year ended with a heart-
breaking loss to Chapelgate. The
Bruins had defeated Chapelgate
in the regular season and once
in the playoffs, but lost to the
team in the second match-up in
the playoffs, signaling the end of
their Cinderella season.

“This season looks promising
so far,” said Gill. “Now that
practices are more consistent,
we go back to the fundamentals
of the game. I think we will be
well prepared for a good year.”

The Bruins are setting out this
year to prove that they are a le-
gitimate contender and not just
a one year wonder.

Although the team has a nice
core group of players, it lost
some essential members of the
team from the Class of 2004,
ace Jon Bookstein and utility
players Matt Rogers and Dave
Carleton. Still, the team now
boasts some young and prom-
ising freshmen including Rex
Gelb and Tony DeMarco. Gelb
will back up catcher Hyman
when he pitches and will also
play left field. DeMarco will fill
in the middle infield when Gill
pitches and when Stefano Calv-
ello ’05 leaves for his Senior
Project in Texas. The outfield
appears to be strong and in-
cludes lots of speed thanks to
Ezra Rosenberg ’06 and Ty
Taborn ’06.

Park opened the year with an
in-conference game at Beth
T’filoh. The bats were electri-
fied in this game, resulting in a
12-2 win. This was just an ear-

ly test for the Bruins in their
long season. Gill opened the sea-
son as the starter and threw
three scoreless innings. The
team appeared to have shed all
of that pre-season rust and was
ready for the season to begin.

In Park’s second in-confer-
ence game, the team faced rival
Friends School, which turned
out to be no match for Park.
The Bruins had another solid
outing, pummeling Friends 13-
4.

The early hitters got on base
and the sluggers drove them in.
Rifkin went 4-4, nearly hitting
for the cycle. The few times
Friends rallied and put some
runs on the scoreboard, Park
was right there with an answer.
Again, the pitching was solid, led
by Gill and relief pitcher Hyman.

Next, Park set out to play at
Boys Latin. The Lakers had al-
ways been somewhat of an
adversary for the Bruins, so the
game was no picnic. Park won
11-8 in a shoot out.

Hyman slugged a two-run

home run, his first home run of
the season, over the Boys Latin
left field fence to put Park up
three and secure the win.

The Bruins then squared off
against 3-1 Severn on April 13,

but again, Park was too much
for Severn to handle. Heading
into the game, Severn had only
lost to the defending champions,
St. Mary’s. The final score of
the game was 18-8.

The only reason Severn was
able to put up 8 runs was be-
cause Park had some fielding
problems and committed a sea-
son high of seven errors.
Notably, Rosenberg went 5-5
with 2 doubles, 3 RBI’s, and 4
runs.

In its recent match-up April
15, at two time defending cham-
pions St. Mary’s, Park suffered
a crushing defeat. Coming into
the game, St. Mary’s boasted a
21 game in-conference winning
streak.

Rifkin started the game off
with a bang when he drilled a
ball deep over the centerfield
wall with Gill on base. St.
Mary’s regained the lead in the
bottom of the first and held on
for the rest of the game as Park
could not chip all the way back.

Not only did the Bruins lose
a hard fought battle, 7-6 with the
tying run stranded on second
base, but the team lost two start-

ing players. In the first inning
after Rosenberg hit a liner to-
ward left-center field, he
hyper-extended his left knee on
uneven ground causing him to
leave the game after the first in-
ning. In the top of the seventh
inning, Hyman got on base with
no outs and then broke his fin-
ger diving back to first base.

Unless both players  return
by next week, this will be a large
blow to the team’s lineup. Hy-
man is the clean-up hitter and
Rosenberg hits behind him,
boasting a .545 batting average.

Currently, the Bruins are 5-1
in conference and 5-2 overall.
They are off to an auspicious
beginning and will only look for
better things in the future. The
team has averaged a staggering
13 runs per game in its first six
conference games.

When asked why the team
has been an offensive power-
house Gill responded, “Our early
hitters have been getting on base
and the sluggers have been ex-
ecuting by driving them in.
Hitting has been timely and peo-
ple are taking advantage well.”

Ben Hyman summed every-
thing up by adding, “I’m really
encouraged this year. We’ll have
a quality mix of young talent and
upper-class leadership. This is
probably the best Park baseball
team I’ve ever seen.”

B. Rifken ‘05, who bats third, steals second base successfully after a
lead-off single. Park went on to beat Severn 18-8 in this home game.

photo by B. Weinstein ‘06
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Girls fight to stay united under pressure of  A2 conference

Softball follows initial game fumble with success

J. Ries ‘06 evades defender as she rockets towards goal in home game against Friends.
photo by B. Weinstein ‘06

by Ben Weinstein ‘06

by Ezra Rosenberg ‘06

The 2005 softball team looks
promising for Park, with a re-
turning core of starters and
senior leadership.  The team is
led by Coach Denis Medlin, who
is in his third year at Park
though he has over 20 years of
coaching experience.

The team lost only two of last
years starters due to graduation:
a first baseman and an outfield-
er. Even with the large amount
of returning starters, not every
spot is guaranteed, said Assis-

tant Coach Bruce Hamilton.
The starting pitcher for the

Bruins against IAAM C-Confer-
ence rival Friends school was
Madison Elliot ’07. She appears
to be the team’s ace.

In the season opener, the
girls’ team was at a large disad-
vantage due to the weather. The
team’s softball field, located on
Sugar Campus, was not ready
for the team to hold practices,
so the Bruins hit the field for the
first time when they played
Friends. As a result, the team
committed a medley of errors

and lost 15-0.
Despite the season opener

loss, Park currently has a 4-1
record.

In their most recent match up
against Beth T’Filoh, the Bruins
were victorious with a 21-8
win. Park dominated throughout
the game, knocking off its rival
from down the road.

Taking on Bryn Mawr on
Sugar Field, the Bruins were vic-
torious, 16-8. They were led by
a three-hit game from Sarah
Dewey ’05. Two of the rips
were doubles, and Dewey also

Tennis serves
up first win
in five years

photo by B. Weinstein ‘06

In a grueling 3-2 win over
Mt. St. Joe’s March 31, Captain
Ben Gamse ’05, Michael Levy
’06, and Ryan Maluski ’08
swept the singles matches, lead-
ing the team to its first victory
in five years.

The team is currently 1-4,
having lost to Friends, St.
Paul’s, McDonogh, and Loyola.

Still, the team is optimistic
about the possibility of beating
Calvert Hall and Boys’ Latin. Its
goal is to secure itself a place in
the A-conference playoffs. This
would be the first playoff berth
for the team this half decade.

Gamse explained, “Beating
Mt. St. Joe’s was a huge boost
to the team’s confidence. With
that win we’re sure we can
compete for a spot in the play-
offs.”

legged out a triple that was
smashed over the left fielders
head.

Park’s other victories on the
season have been against St
Paul’s School for Girls 13-1 and
a 21-4 win versus Garrison For-
est School. Both were easy
victories for the Bruins.

On April 30, Park will travel
up Falls Road to St. Paul’s for
a rematch. The games will be
difficult due to the lack of field
time and preparation.

One thing the team has going
for it is the return of Co-Cap-
tain Dewey. She missed her
entire junior season due to a
slow healing sprain. Dewey
stepped into the open first base
position, and despite missing last
season, she brings a lot of ex-
perience.

Captain Erin Lockwood ’05
is enthusiastic about this season,
especially because of the num-
ber of underclassmen who have
joined the team. “There are a lot
of new girls in the program.
They are working hard and will
definitely be important to the
program.” Lockwood believes
this season will be very suc-
cessful for Park. “Everyone is
looking forward to the season.
We have really begun to bond
and have the potential to make
it quite far this year, hopefully to
the top of the conference.”

B. Gamse ‘05 revs up for a
backhand.

E. Lockwood ‘05 steals third base before Bryn Mawr has time to make the play.  The call was safe.
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The Girl’s Varsity Lacrosse
team has had a productive first
half of the season.  There are
six returning seniors, who bring
valuable playoff experience to
the team. Last year’s squad had
a fantastic season but lost in the
tough semi-final match against
Archbishop Spalding. This

year’s group includes two
freshmen, and two four-year
Varsity players, Erica Gelb ‘05
and Allie Zerhusen ‘05.

Due a change in conferenc-
es, which moved Park from the
B-conference into a more com-
petitive A2-conference, the team
faces major challenges game af-
ter game.  Park, Garrison
Forest, McDonough, Mercy,

Spalding, and last year’s B-con-
ference Champion Friends
comprise the new A2-confer-
ence.

Coach Robin Lowe ‘84 stat-
ed, “Historically, all these teams
are very strong; every game is
going to be extremely competi-
tive.” Because of the stiffer
competition as well as previous
struggles with team unity and

coherence, the team has been
through a rocky season. Still,
Park has increased expectations
for this year and Coach Lowe
believes that this team has the
most potential of any team she’s
coached.

In the past, the Bruins have
tended to be a defensively ori-
ented team. “[This year,] the
team is really balanced,” said
Coach Lowe. “I expect to score
a lot.”

However, defense is still a
large focus. “Ideally we would
like to hold teams to 5 or 6
goals”, said Lowe, “If we can
do that, we will have a lot of
success this year.”

The first three weeks of pre-
season went very well. Coach
Lowe remarked, “The girls
worked very hard to get in
shape, and hopefully we will stay
this strong all season.” Over
spring break, the team traveled
to Florida. They were victorious
in several small scrimmages and
one official game versus IND.
“Everything was very relaxed,”
Sarah Raifman ‘05 said.  “We
went to Disney World and had
fun, but we also practiced real-
ly hard.  It was a good bonding
experience.”

Park started conference play
with a 15-7 win versus Garrison
and a 6-8 loss against Spalding.

Conference play continued

with Friends on April 7. Park
jumped out to an early 3-1 lead.
Offense execution was excel-
lent, but Friends battled back
and took a commanding lead at
halftime. Park had considerable
difficulty preventing counter-at-
tacks and Friends scored on
three consecutive fast breaks.

Despite a difficult first half,
Park regained some composure
and attempted to ground away
Friends’ lead. Despite putting up
a valiant effort and scoring two
goals in the last 40 seconds,
Park lost 15-10.

After defeating Mercy on
April 12, Park was in third place
in the conference.

Last place Garrison Forest,
who Park defeated 15-8 in their
previous game, narrowly defeat-
ed the Bruins 10-8 on April 14.
Despite the loss, the Bruins
remain in contention in the con-
ference.

They spent the following
weekend re-cooperating for
their second game against Spal-
ding.

On April 19, Park played with
heart and mind and held Spald-
ing to a painful but uplifting
score of 10-11 in favor of the
Cavaliers. The Bruins have had
a successful start in an extreme-
ly competitive conference, and
they have the potential to win the
championship.
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SPORTS
Varsity Bruins hold first place in B-conference
by Wes Jamison ‘05

(Above) J. Baylin ’05 drives to
the goal looking for a shot in a
blowout home game against
Annapolis Area Christian
School. B. Earley ’05 watches
the play transpire, waiting for
a pass, ready to back up
Baylin’s shot.

(Left) J. Cornblath ’06 dodges
defender in the April 5 game
against Saints Peter and Paul.
The Bruins went on to beat the
Sabres 19-5.

In a recent Baltimore Sun
article the Bruins were
ranked fifteenth in the state.

 “My goals are always the
same,” said Lucky Mallonee,
coach of the Boys Varsity La-
crosse team. “I want our team
to be better at the end of the
season than it was at the begin-
ning; I want to win more games
than we lose; I want to make the
playoffs, and I want to make the
championship.”  This year, the
team has a very good chance of
achieving that and more.

Attackman Ben Earley ’05
explained, “Since we got a taste
of the championship last year,
our drive is not only to get back
but to win.  We have the high-
est expectations possible.”

Last year, the team made it to
the championship and played
John Carroll at Towson Univer-
sity.  It was a close match-up
and Park played well but came
up short.  This year’s team has
many of the same players and
none of them like the prospect
of being runner-up.

This year’s Boys Varsity
sports have seen some great
teams.  Soccer carried a num-
ber one ranking throughout the
season only to lose on penalty
kicks in the semifinals.  Basket-
ball also had a number one seed
in the playoffs.  The team had
a double digit lead in the fourth
quarter but let the game slip
away.  Senior Captain Paul Weitz
’05, who was been on both of
those teams, stated simply,
“The window is closing.”

Those lacrosse players who
didn’t play basketball followed a
strict training regimen led by
Rob Slade.  They spent hours in
the weight room and running at
Slade’s gym.  “It was the hard-
est of the four years I’ve done
it.   We ran in a foot of snow,”
recalled R. Scott Sweren ‘05.

Despite having only one out-
door practice before spring
break, with two scrimmages
canceled, Park started the sea-
son 7-0. In its first game against
Key, Park played very sluggish-
ly, but won 10-1. In its second
game, the team pulled it togeth-
er and beat Pallotti 13-4.  “We
didn’t really play well against
Key although the score doesn’t
show it,” explained Senior Cap-

tain J. J. Baylin, “but we made
steps in the right direction
against Pallotti.”  Since then, the
team has been growing stronger
everyday, and is preparing for a
solid second half of the season.

Last year’s champion, John
Carroll, along with Archbishop
Curley, should prove to be
Park’s best competition this year.
Park drove down to Curley for
its third game, and pulled out a
9-7 victory in the away game.
The team will need to perform
better next time however be-
cause Curley was missing a star
attackman.

The Bruins dominated St.
Johns with a 17-2 win in their
fourth game.  It was a bitter-
sweet victory because both Dia
Clark ’06 and Kyle Tarver ’06
were injured.  Clark has already
returned but Tarver is still pac-
ing the sidelines.

On April 12 the Bruins met
John Carroll at Park for a re-
match of the championship.
Park jumped out to an early 3-0

lead in the first quarter.  John
Carroll stayed close, refusing to
give up.  With a minute left, Park
led 5-3.  The Bruins had attempt-
ed to hold the ball and kill time
for about four minutes but
John Carroll got the ball back
and scored with 55.9 seconds
left. John Carroll then won the
face-off and drove down to
score another quick goal with

41.8 seconds left, tieing the
game at five and forcing a sud-
den death overtime.

In overtime, Park seemed to
control the tempo, getting off a
couple of good shots.  Junior
Brad Mendelson made two great
saves to keep Park alive.  Then,
in the second overtime, junior
attackman Jake Cornblath drove
on his man from behind the goal
and bounced in a shot to win the
game, handing John Carroll its
first conference loss in over two
years.

This year’s defense is prov-
ing to be exceptional.  While the
offense is averaging over 12
goals a game, the defense has let
up an average of just over four
goals a game.

David Berman ‘05, Gus
Bloom ‘06, and Mike Dembert
’05 lead the defense. Mendelson
said, “I really haven’t had to do
much this season because my
defense has been so dominant.

They’ve shut down some of
the best offenses in the confer-
ence.”

While its future is unclear,
there is one thing that is certain
about the team. Coach Mal ex-
plained, “This team seems more
together than last year.”

Team members clearly enjoy
each other’s company and ob-
viously love being a team. “That
is one thing that separates us
from all other teams,” said
Sweren, “we are a true team.”

Park beat Key 13-3 on April
19. Though the team pulled out
a victory, it did not live up to its
full potential, according to Bay-
lin, having just come off its big
win against John Carroll.

Today, the Bruins will face
Curley in a home game. Cur-
rently the Friars are in fourth
place in the conference, but the
Bruins, who are in first place,
know that Curley can certainly
upset the Bruins.
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