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It is my great pleasure later in the month to be able to welcome the new Bish-

op of Monmouth, Bishop Cherry Vann, to Grosmont, to meet the folk who live 

in the area of Abergavenny. She is to lead a service for all who wish to attend 

and socialise at a buffet lunch in the Nave after the service. It is an honour for 

us to hold this service as it is not a common occurrence for a small rural village 

to be hosting such an event. Unfortunately, the service could not happen in 

Abergavenny and Grosmont was the only available venue in the deanery that 

is big enough. I appreciate this has caused disruption for the Market planned 

for the same day, and I wish to offer my heartfelt thanks to the Market organisers and stall holders for 

seeking an alternative date. I also offer my apologies for the disruption, but unfortunately the date had 

been advertised before Grosmont became the venue. However, I would like to extend an invitation to all 

of you to come and meet our new Bishop, and hope you will enjoy the opportunity to be part of this 

historic gathering. 

 Bishop Cherry has come to Monmouth Diocese with a vast experience of some of the big challenges 

facing our society today. Issues around equality and discrimination. Issues, that in some form,   appear in 

the news on a daily basis. Personally, I think we are fortunate to have as our new spiritual leader      

someone who has obviously come to terms with these challenges in a quiet and respectful manner, and 

who can bring that wisdom to the role of leading a spiritually diverse community.  

Some would argue she is a somewhat controversial choice being firstly a woman, secondly in a loving 

same sex relationship and thirdly being from England. I found myself asking the question should any of 

all these facts exclude her from doing the job of Bishop and leading a life that can be held up as an   

example of good and godly living. I found the answer to be no. I believe God is able to, and does, use 

both men and women in his service, in the same way as he uses people regardless of their sexuality or 

the country of their birth. Sadly, for some both in and out of ‘the Church’, just one of these factors would 

have been a prohibition to her election, let alone all three! And even more sadly there are some who feel 

it is perfectly acceptable to voice their opposition in the most vitriolic and poisonous way, particularly on 

the web.  

In the word respectful I think we have found the root to the solution of many of the discriminatory   

challenges society faces. Yes, we are all entitled to hold an opinion, and we have a right to express our 

opinions, but surely the very least we should do is base our opinion on fact and not supposition, and 

express it in a manner that does not denigrate or dismiss who or how another person is.  

The church in Wales is being very courageous in taking a lead in the appointment of the first Bishop in a 

same sex relationship, and my hope and prayer is that we will all support her in her work of serving the 

people of Monmouth and not make a premature judgement on her abilities or effectiveness until we 

have evidence to base our opinion on. Then, if we wish to make comment let us do it in an appropriate 

and respectful way to those who need to hear, and not just throw our comments into the aether of like 

minded bloggers where our opinion is regurgitated by others but makes no positive difference to the 

situation.  

So, please come and join us in welcoming Bishop Cherry. You will find details further on in The Church 

Link.  
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STEVE LUMPKIN 

Specialises in Stonework, blockwork, 

lime pointing, brickwork and         

plastering 

Can also undertake tiling, patios and 

more …. 

 

Mobile—078548 20984 

Home—01873 853095 

Call for any enquiries 

 

 

 

Restoration 

General Building and 
Genealogy  

 

 

I can offer a wide range of 
services in the building and 
plumbing trades. Energy 

efficiency in older buildings a 
speciality.  

All jobs considered.  

I can also help with your family 
tree research! 

 

Charlie Kensington 

07503 508092      

01600 750679 

ckensington@toucansurf.com 

 

 

 

                 

        

                    

                                   

                            

        

                         
                  

 

 

•                            

                          
                                           

                              
                                                  

                                          
                    - 

•                              -            

                                -     
       -             

       
 

                                  

                                

        

              

                    

                  

mailto:ckensington@toucansurf.com
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Vernon Jones RIP 

Vernon’s daughter Penny writes: 

On behalf of my family I would like to 

express our gratitude to you and to the 

people of Grosmont, who so generously 

helped in so many ways including  

offering parking spaces to those      

travelling by car to the service, and 

making everyone so welcome. 

So very much appreciated. 

Thank you again, 

                                   Penny 

 

Vernon Jones  

We would like to extend our  heartfelt  

sympathy to the family of the late 

Vernon Jones. 

Vernon was such an important and 

well regarded part of our                 

community and we were so sorry to 

hear of his passing. 

He will be remembered with fondness 

and gratitude and very sadly missed by 

all who knew him. 

Editor’s Corner 

March is one of my favourite months of the year. In   
my work as a florist I look forward to the arrival of the  
Spring blooms and the freshness and promise that they  
signify. As I write this (in early Feb), it’s blowing a gale outside and 
 the rain is lashing down, so a little clump of bright daffodils that are  
growing just outside the window is a very cheerful sight! 
 
I love flowers and gardening and by the time that you read this, I hope 
 to have begun making more of a  garden at our new  home and  
perhaps to have joined the Gardening Club for inspiration. Looking out 
 now at the grey expanse of concrete and crazy paving, I must admit  
that I am somewhat daunted– but ever hopeful. 
 
Happy Spring!                                                        Gilliy x 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

NOTICES: If you would like us to publish a family, or event, notice please contact 

me at gilliy@fresto.net and I will do my best to  include it for you. 
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THE MOLE TRAPPER 

(Member of the Guild of British Mole 

Catchers) 

YOUR LOCAL, PROFESSIONAL, FAST AND 

FRIENDLY TRADITIONAL MOLE CATCHER 

PROVIDING A SERVICE WITH FIRST CLASS 

RESULTS 

Thirty years experience 

Fully insured 

No call out fee 

I won't make a mountain out of a 

molehill! 

T:- 01981 241 294 

 

Pass your driving 

test with 

GOLD STAR 

School of Motoring 

        F    – DVSA          

      g           . 

M     S       A             

      . 

T   01981 240078 

 

I    v                                  w    
                    g     , w            
   v   w           v        g           

  q                       . 

 I             v               w           ,   
     w    x             P    P           g. 
(T                      w    v              

                 .) 
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Ty Gwyn Cider extend a warm welcome to all  isitors at 
their farm cider shop near Pontrilas   We  o er free 
tastin s, and also do teas, co ees,  i s,    
t-shirts and a ran e of delicious local produce  
Our ciders ha e won presti ious awards and are all 
made with 100   uice   It s the real deal for cider lo ers! 
Simply take the turnin  from the main A4   
Aber a enny to Hereford road si nposted Rowlestone 
and you ll  nd us at the top of the hill  
Ty Gwyn Cider, Pen-Y-Lan Farm, Pontrilas HR2 0DL     
Tel: 01981 241 181 email: alex ty wyncider co uk web: 
www ty wyncider co uk 
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Learn to use a computer 

One to one tuition in your own 

home. 

Word Processing Internet and 

much  more, including  

Trouble Shooting. 

Call Judy Vaughan on  

01981 240 085 

Or Mobile 07815 630 562 

 

GROSMONT POST OFFICE 

AND STORES 

 

Telephone  

01981 240 301 

For all your needs 

 

Groceries          

Fruit and vegetables 

 

Confectionery      

Free range eggs 

Wide range of newspapers 

and magazines 

 

G OSMO    OW   ALL 

 I E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       k                     

Mrs Frances Lambert,  

94 Wern Gifford, Pandy  

NP7 BRU  

g              @       .    

 

Clerk of the Council 

 

TONY PHILLIPS 

Your Local En ineer 

For all Oil Fired Boiler Systems 

Heatin  Systems and Oil Tanks 

Ser iced, Commissioned 

Replaced and Installed 

OFTEC REGISTERED 

 

Tel: 01 00 7 0  23 or  

07971   08 9 
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Thankyou very much to Shirley Oliver and all those who 

helped bake and serve refreshments at the Pontrilas Auction 

Rooms fundraiser in aid of Llanfair church.         

Tremendous effort! 

 

mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
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HOSPITAL CHAPLAINS 

 

If someone you know is in hospital the 

chaplains can complement the 

pastoral and sacramental care the 

local church is proving. There are 

hospital chaplains on duty every 

weekday and also on Sunday 

mornings. 

Contacts:    

The Royal Gwent Hospital Newport  

Tel: 01633 234 263 

Email: alan.tyler@wales.nhs.uk 

Ne ill Hall, Aber a enny Tel: 01873 

732112 

Email: 

michael.marsden@wales.nhs.uk 

 

Discover the natural 

beauty of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

g        k   @g    .    
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THE HAPPY PLACE 

 

 

COLOURING FOR CHILDREN OF ALL AGES! 

 

 

 

 

Customer ‘Has this dog got a good pedigree? 

Pet shop owner ‘Madame, I’ll have you know that this dog is so posh that if he 

was a person, he wouldn’t speak to either of us! 
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GROSMONT CRAFTERS 

Meet every 2nd and 4th 

Tuesday of the month in 

Grosmont Town Hall  

from 7-9pm. 

This is a really friendly 

informal craft evening 

and welcomes all ages 

and interests. 

Make new friends, learn 

or share a skill. 

Come along for crafts 

and chat. £2 per session 

includes a cuppa. 

Call 01981 241662 for 

more information. 

Church link delivery: some people are unable to collect their magazine in person 

and so rely on the kindness of volunteers who deliver the  magazine to them. Thank 

you to all those who help their neighbours in this way.  If you would like to help  with 

deliveries just contact Rev Gaynor or Gilliy for more information. 
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R.J & R.B Mailes Family Butchers Est: 1892  

Of Ewyas Harold & The Golden Valley HR2 0EX  

Located Centrally, Opposite The Post Office 
01981 240 234 

Monday-Friday 8am – 5.30pm Saturday 8am – 1pm 

Meat sourced as locally as possible –  

* Beef- Including fattening our own cattle,  

   Eynon’s of Wormbridge, Sparey’s of Garway.  

* Lamb – R. Whistance of Garway. Ensors of     

Forest of Dean. 

* Pork – Woodland Pigs of Gloucestershire.  

Producing sausages, burgers & pies on the 

premises. Stocking a wide range of bread, 

cheeses, fish, sauces & condiments. Nescafe & 

Go available. Proud stockists of local organic 

potatoes & Herefordshire honey. If what you’re 

after isn’ t on display, no matter how unusual 

please ask – the alligator is in the freezer by 

the front door & the cooked pickled tongue is 

at your far right of the chiller cabinet!  

Telephone orders welcome & no minimum order 

required. We accept credit/debit cards & 

truffle cards (sign up to Truffle Herefordshire 

to receive our treat!) 

'MONMOUTHSHIRE REGISTRATION DISTRICT'  

Registration of Births and Deaths and Marriages 

A                        . T     g      O     , T   O   P      , 

       U k NP1  1GA   Open: M   -     9.00   - 4.00    

T          018 3  3 43    x 018 3  3 429.   

 

We welcome letters 

from our readers on any  

subject.  

In the case of letters that 

are critical of any        

person, business or    

organisation, a copy may 

be sent to the body   

concerned so that they 

are given the               

simultaneous right to 

reply. 

Anonymity of               

contributors can only be 

accepted in exceptional 

circumstances and at the 

discretion of the editor. 

Publication cannot be 

guaranteed and  is     

subject to space being   

available. 

~~~~~~~ 
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Emma Morgan 
Physiotherapy 
 Reach your  
potential  

 Home Visits  Falls   Mobility 
 Rehab   Long Term Conditions   

Assessment 

 Acute injuries   Post Operation   Exercises 
  Massage   Acupuncture  Advice 

Please rin  to discuss your needs  

Home  isits a ailable  
www emmamor anphysio co uk 01873 

821284 
07989407 4  

                 

           

                                  

                              

                                    

                                

      

                                   

                                

         

                                    

                                

                 

                                 

                                        

 

                               

                       

  

 

         
O TEC   g                

10296   
D        O             
        g              

P       , P           , 
        .  

A a s, Rayburns and Oil boilers   
Robin Smythe  

O TEC   g                   
3 89   

0749  0  42   
01 00 780371  

Robinjsmy@gmail.com  
www.boilermonmouth.co.uk  
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Fancy a co ee and a chat with some of your nei hbours? Why not come 
alon  to the Community Co ee Mornin  ? It s held in St Nicholas         
Grosmont and is for e eryone to en oy   Check the Community Calendar 
for dates of the next  et– to ether  It s all  ery informal,  ust pop in       
anytime between 10am and 12noon  Tea, co ee, cake, and a  ood old 
natter, it s free to attend, all  welcome includin  four -le  ed friends! 
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TONY WEBB SERVICES 

SKENFRITH 01600 750224 

1.5,  3 and 5 ton Excavators with Driver 

Specialising in groundwork for 

*Extensions 

*Drainage 

*Landscaping 

*Horse Arenas etc 

     *Dumper  available 

   *Public Liability Insurance 

   *Precision measurement with laser level 

 

 

ACCOMMODATION 

The Old Rectory, in the unspoilt 

rural village of  

LLANGATTOCK-LINGOED 

B&B and Self catering available. 

SPECIAL OFFER for 3 nights B&B 

from December to March on Availability. 

e-mail  theoldrectory@live.co.uk 

Tel 01873 821326 

 

 

 

The Garden 

And Estate  

Machinery 

Specialists 

 

 

MONNOW MOWERS 

& MACHINERY LTD 

Wonastow Road Industrial    Es-

tate West Monmouth    • Mon-

mouthshire • NP5 3JA 

Telephone   01600 715520 

Facsimile 01600 715530 

 

Sales, hire, service 
Hedge & brush 
cutters 
Cultivators & 
chainsaws 
Ride on mowers 
Ready to use ma-
chinery 
Display show-
rooms 
Special Offer  
Every Week 
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If you would like to get in contact with the Grosmont market 
team, contact them via: grosmontmarket@hotmail.com . You 
can also find further information about the market on the Mar-
ket Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/
grosmontmarket and Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
grosmontmarket/ 

mailto:grosmontmarket@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/grosmontmarket
https://www.facebook.com/grosmontmarket
https://www.instagram.com/grosmontmarket/
https://www.instagram.com/grosmontmarket/
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GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING 

CLUB FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

At Grosmont Town Hall 7 30pmTuesday 3rd 

March - Adam Alexander - “Ad entures of a Seed 

Detecti e” 

Adam is well known for his work as a Seed Guardian for the Heritage Seed Library 

and has appeared on Gardeners World.  He has a passion for growing fruit and         

vegetables, saving and sharing seeds from his garden and travels. 

This will also be a special New Members E enin  where we will be serving a      

complimentary glass of wine with nibbles.  Membership costs £12 per annum for a 

single membership and £20 for a couple. If you buy plants from some of the local 

garden centres you would soon recoup the cost of membership with our members 

discount.  Yet  another reason to join us!  Visitors (£4) are always welcome too.  

 For further information email Jenny corskiebond@btinternet.com.  You can also 
visit Grosmont Village website (Village Groups) or find us on Facebook. 

 

 

 

mailto:corskiebond@btinternet.com
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GARWAY COMMUNITY HALL 

Tuesday March 10th 7.30pm 
Tickets £5.00 
H     M          I   M K                           
THE GOOD LIAR  
 
A           -                    v         k w               w          
w   w       . A      w                         ,                         
             g               g w                               w           
                       g   -     w  k            .  
“M     w                       w  ” – T   O    v   
“Tw     w                 ” – E      M g z    
“               k       w                 v  ” – W   ….  .  
 
COME AND ENJOY GARWAY’S FRIENDLY CINEMA ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP. www.facebook/GarwayFlicks 
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Nature Notes 

Returning to our ‘States’ trip we felt as if we were part of the James Bond 

movie of the 1980’s as we were whipped around the Everglades swamps on 

our air boat early in the  morning. At times we went slowly seeing many    

different herons and egrets other times moving very quickly to get from one 

place to see to another, but no alligators, it was too early in the morning the 

sun not strong enough to warm them up. Every where one watched in the 

swamps there were notices ‘don’t feed the alligators’; ‘beware of the          

alligators’ and one notice stating ‘if while swimming you see an alligator 

please inform the wardens’. Would you have time to get out of the alligators 

clutches to do so..? !! We did find them lurking beneath the surface with only 

nose and eyes showing and on one occasion fully outstretched on an        

embankment. Do you know the best way to escape if an alligator chases you, 

they can travel remarkably fast? Don’t run straight as you will get caught 

and  be a ‘goner’; run in a zig-zag which slows the ‘gator’ down as he at-

tempts to change  pathways. Another notable mammal we saw was a       

manatee or sea cow, a large marine mammal with an egg-shaped head and 

flippers, that moves in the water slowly like a cow feeding on sea grass. A 

group of them is called an aggregation.  

 On our return we went for a walk on Garway Hill a rough windy day, few birds 

other than calling and tumbling ravens with only sheep and ponies for     

company and still heavily berried mistletoe on the hawthorn trees. We      

wandered around and came upon a silver birch tree whose trunk had       

completed a full three hundred and sixty degree circle before straightening 

up to the heavens as normal trees do. What reason or explanation for such 

tree growth? Well remember that the wind blows hard from the south west 

often on Garway Hill it may have bent down and touched the ground before 

before fully upright itself or is it part of the ‘Green Man’ folk myth as the    

origins of the large boulders in the White Rocks are. Tell me your theory. As I 

write spring is not far away mistle and song thrushes are in full song          

defending their territory and attempting to attract a mate. 

   J. R. P. 
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Llan attock Lin oed Sweepstake 

Last months Sweepstake (Feb) winners were: 

1st prize £23  0 114 Jean Prosser 

2nd prize £18 00 1 0 Pam Williams 

3rd prize £13  0 242 Ke in Daw 

New members welcome  Email  ean prandy  mail com 

Join now by completing a form at Llangattock Post Office and return to Post Office 

or to Jean Pandy, School House, Llangattock Lingoed. 

Winners notified by post. Promoter: Rev Jean Prosser. 

 

NOW AVAILABLE– YOUR ONLINE CHURCH LINK 

Church link can now be accessed online at  

https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/m171/church-link/ 

We would like to apologise for the delay in publishing Church Link online, 

this was due to circumstances beyond our control.  

We hope that you will enjoy this new way of accessing our magazine but 

ask that you will appreciate that the website is still a work in  progress.  

There is no charge for accessing the site. If you would like to make a       

donation towards costs then please do so by cheque made payable  to       

St Nicholas Church, Grosmont (Magazine). This may be sent to Rev Gaynor 

Burrett in the interim until a new treasurer for the Church Link is             

appointed. 

GOOD NEWS! 

Due to the new A5 format being more cost effective, subscription 

for A5 is just £8 per year (12 issues). A4 sub is unchanged at £10.  
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DO YOU NEED SUPPORT?  

Anxiety? Low mood? Can’t sleep? 

Over thinking?  

Post traumatic stress symptoms? 

If you are experiencing any of 

these, I can help and support 

you. 

I offer help and therapy in a 

location near you as a Registered 

Mental Health Nurse, with 17 

years NHS experience.  I am fully 

insured and abide by the strict 

code of professional conduct of 

the NMC.  Please contact me, 

Michelle, on 07980767445. 

 

 

 

CROSS ASH LUNCH CLUB 

Anyone is welcome to come and enjoy a lovely lunch at Red Castle 

Tearoom . Here you will feel welcome in an instant. 

The club meets on the last Friday of each month starting at noon. 

Cross Ash Lunch Club was started some twenty years ago and has 

been supported by various grants and gifts since then, unfortunately 

we have not yet secured support for 2020 and need to cover the costs 

ourselves. This is typically only £10 for a two course meal thanks to 

the generosity of Red Castle. 

Check your diary and come and join us! 

Check the next date and book your place by phoning Mabel Martin 

01873 821473 or Alan Llewellyn 01873 821429 

More news, pictures and events on www.grosmont.wales 
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Tuesdays in Lent 12 30 – 2 00  

March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st in Grosmont Town Hall  

At 1.00pm on each day there will be a short talk by an invited guest  

The theme for 2020 is Community:  

3rd Emma Robinson Moving into an established farming community  

10th Esme Phillips Village Child, now the eldest born in Grosmont  

17th Zara Bieler Being in community in both Wales & France  

24th Andy Stumpf Welsh Waterways – a travelling community  

31st Gilliy Burgess Grosmont – a new(ish) arrival’s perspective  

Delicious Soup and Roll No char e, but net proceeds to Christian Aid 
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EASY SUDOKU MEDIUM SUDOKU 

 

 

 

 

MAZE   Hint– useful to complete this in pencil just in case you take the wrong path! 
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Discover the natural beauty 

of your voice 

 

Improve your range and  

develop confidence 

 

Improve muscle tone and  

circulation 

 

VIRGINIA BLAKEY FRSM 

 

For special introductory 

rates for individual and 

group vocal  

Please contact Virginia on 

07872 612856 or email  

g        k   @g    .    

 

 

 

CARPENTER AVAILABLE 

For cupboards, doors, hard wood  

flooring, garden structures,  

ALSO wall and floor tiling 

Contact: Paul Ackerman  

01989 770098  

paulackerman@phonecoop.coop   Website: 

ackermancarpentry.co.uk 

mailto:paulackerman@phonecoop.coop
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TED WILLIAMS AND SONS  

ESTABLISHED 1883 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS  

AN INDEPENDENT FIRM PROVIDING A PERSONAL SERVICE DAY AND 

NIGHT  

TO ABERGAVENNY AND SURROUNDING RURAL AREAS  

PRE-PAID PLANS AVAILABLE 

• DEDICATED CHAPEL AND REST ROOMS 

•  LARGE CAR PARK 

PARK ROAD FUNERAL HOME, 

ABERGAVENNY  

Tel: 01873 8 3942 / 8 43 8 

ROSS VINCENT 

your local painter & decorator

 

 

 

Ov   20        x        . 

O        v      g               w  k       . 

W  k  w                   .  M k   w    ,       

    w    w     k   k    w. P                -

       . T             v                  

                 . 

To arran e a quote call: 

01981 240 72  

079    18 99  
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G       01981  80 32    
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C   k        w       

www.hypnotherapybygill.co.uk or 
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               g  @          .    

B I G SOME  EA E BA K 

I  O  OU  LIFE 

 

 

Monmouth Montessori School 
Creative Learning for 2 – 11yrs 

 
Children taught as individuals, at their own pace, leading to high results; scholarships often 

achieved. 

 

Small friendly classes in a beautiful setting close to Skenfrith. 

Www.monmouthmontessorischool.co.uk 

 langattock- ibon-Avel    25 5   
01600 772213 

 rincipal  rs  osemary  haley   c  ons   CE  Cantab  

 

 

 

Tom Finn         

Photography   

Freelance Photographer 

Commercial, weddings, 

parties, portraiture, pets 

and animals. 

Fully insured, profes-

sional service at competi-

tive prices. 

Contact– facebook Tom 

Finn Photography 

Or call 01873 890468 

mailto:hypnotherapybygil@btinternet.com
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ROMAN CATHOLIC SERVICES 
 OMAN CATHOLIC CHU CH SE VICES A E HELD  AT  ELMONT, 

HE E O D, A E GAVENNY AND MONMOUTH  C CHU CHES. 

C      : P      P     : 01432 2  319 

 

St James Church, Llangua  

Holy Communion is held at 8.45am on the third Sunday of each month in this 

candlelit church which lies between the A465 and the River Monnow. You are 

very welcome to join us for these early morning services, or at one of our special 

occasions. Further information is available from 01981 240242. 

 

 

 

L  k  g                                 

Gwent  rchives    E  w V    (         .10)     HA C    H        (         .33)   v          -
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  SKENFRITH PARISH                          
HALL 

Well furnished fully licensed community hall available for hire 

for private parties, meetings, trade shows, classes,  

exhibitions, weddings, plays, etc. 

 

* Well equipped kitchen 

*Staging/ Stage lighting 

* Committee Room 

* Court Yard 

* Disabled Access & Facilities 

*Discount rate for Charities & Youth 

Organisations 

                MORE INFORMATION 

 

 

 

Please contact for latest opening/event 

information following recent floods. 

 

1 March - St David’s Day:  time for daffodils 
 
1st March is St David’s Day, and it’s time for the Welsh to wear daffodils or leeks. Shake-
speare called this custom ‘an honourable tradition begun upon an honourable request’ 
- but nobody knows the reason.  Why should anyone have ever ‘requested’ that the 
Welsh wear leeks or daffodils to honour their patron saint? It’s a mystery! 
 
We do know that David - or Dafydd - of Pembrokeshire was a monk and bishop of the 
6th century.  In the 12th century he was made patron of Wales, and he has the honour 
of being the only Welsh saint to be canonised and culted in the Western Church. Tradi-
tion has it that he was austere with himself, and generous with others - living on water 
and vegetables (leeks, perhaps?!) and devoting himself to works of mercy.  He was 
much loved. 
 
In art, St David is usually depicted in Episcopal vestments, standing on a mound with a 
dove at his shoulder, in memory of his share at an important Synod for the Welsh 
Church, the Synod of Brevi. 
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RECOGNIZING A STROKE 

 

Sometimes symptoms of a stroke 

are difficult to identify. 

Unfortunately, the lack of 

awareness spells disaster. The 

stroke victim may suffer severe 

brain damage when people nearby 

fail to recognize the symptoms of a 

stroke.  Now doctors say a 

bystander can recognize a stroke 

by asking three simple questions:  

S  Ask the individual to SMILE. 

T  Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A 

SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) 

R  Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE 

of these tasks, call emergency number 

immediately and describe the symptoms 

to the dispatcher. 

 

NOTE:  Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: 

Ask the person to 'stick' out their 

tongue. If the tongue is 'crooked', if it 

goes to one side or the other, that is 

also an indication of a stroke. 

 

          KILPECK ART CLUB                                                                  
Our spring Season will begin on February 24th 

2020.  We meet on Mondays from 2pm–4pm in 

Kilpeck Village Hall, HR2 9DW except for bank 

holidays. Our members come from a wide area so 

it may be possible to arrange lifts. Please contact 

Jenny Davies (Secretary) at                        

jen64davies@gmail.com for details. 

mailto:jen64davies@gmail.com
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ARCHERY IN THE NAVE 

        v    g        .30   

   S  N        N v , G       . 

C        j    S     I          

A      . 

 ll ages are welcome 

 Primary school age children 

must be accompanied by an 

adult). 

 ost £3.00 per person per      

session. 

 

 

 

Da id Jones  

 

 

Your County 

Councillor  

 

I am always happy to hear from      

residents of Crucorney Ward about 

any council issues that affect them. 

Please contact me on  

01873 821497 or 07561 475563 

DavidWJones@monmouthshire.gov.uk 

 

GWENT ARCHIVES 

Gwent Archi es opened at its new site in Ebbw 

Vale in 2011. The magnificent new facilities 

provide: 

An ideal environment for you to use the unique 

collection of documents.  Around 10km of state 

of the art storage so the Collection can be 

preserved for future generations and we can go 

on collecting - we are always keen to hear from 

people with documents they think might be of 

interest.  Lecture and group facilities so people 

can learn more about using the resources. A 

modern archive conservation studio where you 

can see the delicate work of repair and 

conservation carried out. 

Opening Hours:  

Monday to Friday 9:30 - 5:00 pm   

2nd Saturday each month: 10.00am - 4.00pm. 

Visit Us: Gwent Archives, Steelworks Road Ebbw 

Vale Blaenau Gwent NP23 6AA 

Telephone Enquiries: 01495 353363 Email: 

enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk 

 

GARWAY COMMUNITY CENTRE  

 AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 

Sports, Concerts, Meetin s, Music, Fund Raisin  

E ents, Family Parties, Weddin  Receptions   

 Reasonable Rates 

                                   

                                                             

                              

                                                   

                                          

                    - 

•                              

•  S                                

•        -             

 For details and to book Community Centre 

contact Hilary or Austen Keenan  

 01 00 7 0243 

Check your booking  www  arway or  uk 

http://www.gwentarchives.gov.uk/our-collection.aspx
mailto:enquiries@gwentarchives.gov.uk
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YOUR CHURCH LINK 2020 

W                                           . A       ,      -

g     ,                     v                  w    w  -

    . W  w      w                                            

                    . P      ’                                -

  g             g                g        MUST           

         g    .  

A           w         v         : 

 140     12               g ,   0            g ,  3      q       

  g .  

A   w     v                        g z    w         v            

             v                              g . A v       g 

            w                   . 

A                          k     w                 w     g     
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I                       g     @      .           9th of the      

previous month. 

Subscription to CHURCH LINK        10            A4      8     A .    

P                                w                      . 

 

 

 The price of subscription remains unchanged at £10 per year for A4 and £8 for the 

new A5 edition. Prompt payment would be appreciated in order to keep costs 

down. 

To view Church Link online please go to  https://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/

m171/church-link/    There will be no charge for this service. 

Thank you to our volunteers who distribute the magazine to those who are unable 

to collect it themselves. 
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God in the Arts 

Editor:  The  evd  ichael  urgess begins a series on animals and birds as seen 
in art and  cripture 

‘He gave us eyes to see them’:  woodcut from Cologne Bible of 1478 

The RSPCA was the first national animal welfare society in the world and was 
founded in 1824 by an Anglican priest, the Revd Arthur Broome. He asked the 
question, ‘Can the infliction of cruelty on any being which the Almighty has 
endued with feelings of pain and pleasure consist with genuine and true    
benevolence?’  

This month we focus on the story of Balaam and his donkey in Numbers 22. 
Balaam has not heeded God’s will, and as he journeys, an angel bars his way. 
Balaam cannot see the angel, but his donkey can. Three times the animal 
turns away. Three times he is beaten by his owner, and eventually the donkey 
asks, ‘Why are you beating me when I have served you faithfully?’ Balaam’s 
eyes are opened: he sees the angel and his heart repents. 

This story is captured in a vivid woodcut from the Cologne Bible of 1478. It 
was a translation into Low German and enhanced by colourful illustrations. 
We can see Balaam on his donkey in the countryside. He has raised his hand 
to strike, unaware that the donkey has seen the angel of God. As we look and 
ponder this story, we can remember that cruelty and abuse mark out life   
today with children, vulnerable adults, and all creatures great and small.  The 
donkey calls us to think of how we treat creation around us.  

Donkeys can be stubborn, but they are also signs of humility, patience and 
hard work. It might be Dapple with Sancho Panza in the story of Don Quixote, 
or Tim Moore travelling the camino with his donkey in ‘Spanish Steps.’ And in 
the Gospels, we recall the donkey in the Christmas story and the donkey that 
bore Jesus into Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday. We celebrate that day 
next month: the humble donkey sharing in the triumph of that entry, just as 
he shares with all animals in the wonder of creation. G K Chesterton’s poem 
reminds us that the donkey may be starved, scourged and derided, but he had 
that special hour of glory. ‘There was a shout about my ears and palms before 
my feet.’ 
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PARISH CONTACTS 
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G              : Wardens:               01981 240436 

M  k P      01981 2403 0 

Treasurer L      M        P   Sec: A    w H      

Nave bookings: A    w H      01981 241488 

Organist:                 01981 240301  

 

L           g           Wardens: M  g     M      018 3 821210 

S     T     018 3 821 42 P   Sec:                

Treasurer D v   M     

 

L   g     k L  g            Wardens:     P       0 399 6 4110 

C        P      018 3 821240 

Treasurer and organist: C        P      P   Sec: E    Ev    

 

Sk              : Wardens: D     N   ,       v        x           

w         Sk       . Treasurer: P              0 9 3 831309 P   

Sec: P        V      Organist: Nelson Whaley 07866 267144 

Sk             B  k  g   A     P     k 01600   0434 

  U    LI K MAGAZI E 

Editor: Gilliy Burgess Email: gilliy@fresto.net 
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    COMMUNITY CALENDAR MARCH 2020 

(New Events in bold) 

Further information on these Events can be found on the Grosmont Village Website: 

 www.grosmont.wales 

    COMMUNITY CALENDAR MARCH 2020 

(New Events in bold) 

Further information on these Events can be found on the Grosmont Village Website: 

 www.grosmont.wales 

 

MARCH 

 

2 Bridge Club.  Monday 2.30pm – 4.30pm in Grosmont Town Hall Enquiries: 01981 240301. 

Dates this month are 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30 March. 

3 2020 Grosmont Lent Lunches on the theme of ‘Community' – 12.30-2.00 in the Town Hall 

for delicious soup and roll.  No charge but net proceeds to Christian Aid. 

Nº1:  Emma Robinson talks on ‘Moving into an established farming community'. 

 3 Grosmont and District Gardening Club. “Adventures of a Seed Detective” Adam 

Alexander. Adam has been on BBC Gardeners World. There will be complimentary wine 

and nibbles at this meeting. 7.30pm in Grosmont Town Hall.  For more information 

contact Marion 01981 241161. (marion.stainton@btinternet.com)  

(http://grosmont.wales/grosmont-and-district-gardening-club).  The Club now has its 

own Facebook Page. 

4 CHANGED DATE:  Grosmont Book Club – 7.30pm in the Angel Inn.  The book this month is 

“Lorna Doone” by J.D. Blackmore.  The book in April is “Driving over Lemons” by Chris 

Stewart. 

5 Bible Study Group. All welcome. 01873821404 for details 

6 Archery in the Nave.  Friday evenings from 5.30pm.  Cost £3.00 per head per session.  

Dates this month 6, 13, 20 and 27 March.  (www.llangattockarchers.co.uk) 

7 Grosmont Spring Market.  10.00am to 2.00pm St Nicholas Nave 

9 Community Council Meeting – 7.30 in Grosmont Town Hall. 

10 2020 Grosmont Lent Lunches on the theme of ‘Community' – 12.30-2.00 in the Town Hall 

for delicious soup and roll.  No charge but net proceeds to Christian Aid. 
Nº2:  Esme Phillips, now the eldest local born in Grosmont, talks on ‘Village Child’. 

10 Messy Church:  Messy Church will be held in the Church in Grosmont until further 

notice in the aftermath of the floods at Skenfrith from 4.00pm to 6.00pm for craft work, a 

time of worship and singing, and a shared two-course meal.  All children with their 

parents/carers welcome.  Free of charge. 

10 Grosmont Crafters.  Informal Craft Group – all abilities and interests welcome. We meet 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 7.00pm - 9.00pm in Grosmont Town Hall. £2.00 

per session. Meetings this month 10 and 24 March. For more information ring 01981 

241662. 

11 Ewyas Harold U3A.  “Remember the Swinging Sixties” – Mike Watkins and Wilma Hayes 

of inthestickstalks.co.uk   2.00pm in Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall. 

14 An invitation to meet the new Bishop of Monmouth, Rt Rev Cherry Vann, at St Nicholas 

Grosmont. There will be a Eucharist Service at 11.00 followed by a Buffet Lunch in the 

Nave.  Everyone is welcome to attend, whether a church-goer or not, either to the 

Service or to the Lunch or to both. 

15 Third Sunday Cafe Church. Cross Ash Hall 11 am. All welcome 

17 2020 Grosmont Lent Lunches on the theme of ‘Community' – 12.30-2.00 in the Town Hall 

for delicious soup and roll.  No charge but net proceeds to Christian Aid. 

Nº3:  Zara Bieler talks on ‘Being in community in both Wales & France’. 

17 Garway Heritage Group: Heather Hurley, ‘Kentchurch Court and the Scudamores’, 7.30 

in Garway Community Hall, HR2 8RQ. All welcome - £5 entrance fee for non-members 

incl. refreshments. 

19 Bible Study Group. All welcome. 01873821404 for details 

 

21 Grosmont Futures – Grosmont’s Got Talent.  A Celebration with a Showcase of Grosmont 

Talent.  3.00pm to 6.00pm in the Nave with a Free Hog Roast (or Veggie Option), and a 

beer, wine and soft drinks bar.  

24 St Nicholas.  An invitation for coffee and cake. 10.00am – 12.00noon.  All welcome 
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24 2020 Grosmont Lent Lunches on the theme of ‘Community' – 12.30-2.00 in the Town Hall 

for delicious soup and roll.  No charge but net proceeds to Christian Aid. 

Nº4:  Andy Stumpf talks on ‘Welsh Waterways - a travelling community.’ 

31 2020 Grosmont Lent Lunches on the theme of ‘Community' – 12.30-2.00 in the Town Hall 

for delicious soup and roll.  No charge but net proceeds to Christian Aid. 

Nº5:  Gilliy Burgess talks on ‘Grosmont - a new(ish) arrival’s perspective’. 

APRIL 

 

3 Archery in the Nave.  Friday evenings from 5.30pm.  Cost £3.00 per head per session.  

Dates this month 3, 10, 17 and 24 April.  (www.llangattockarchers.co.uk) 

6 Bridge Club.  Monday 2.30pm – 4.30pm in Grosmont Town Hall Enquiries: 01981 240301. 

Dates this month are 6, 13, 20 and 27 April. 

6 Grosmont Book Club – 7.30pm in the Angel Inn.  The book this month is “Driving over 

Lemons” by Chris Stewart.  The book next month is “Why Be Happy When You Could Be 

Normal?” by Jeanette Winterson. 

7 Grosmont and District Gardening Club. Jack Willgoss of Wildegoose Nursery will be 

talking about Hardy Perennials and Scented Violas. 7.30pm in Grosmont Town Hall.  For 

more information contact Marion 01981 241161. (marion.stainton@btinternet.com) 

(http://grosmont.wales/grosmont-and-district-gardening-club).  The Club now has its 

own Facebook Page. 

8 Ewyas Harold U3A.  Presentation by Dave Moylan aka Nathaniel Bagshot “Funny Turns”.   

2.00pm in Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall. 

14 Grosmont Crafters.  Informal Craft Group – all abilities and interests welcome. We meet 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 7.00pm - 9.00pm in Grosmont Town Hall. £2.00 

per session. Meetings this month 14 and 28 April. For more information ring 01981 

241662. 

21 Garway Heritage Group: 'Boil a Mouse in Urine -- the Care of Infants in Tudor Times'. Dr 

Malcolm Watkins's description of Tudor and Stuart approach to childbirth and child care 

will provoke shock, horror, laughter and discussion. This illustrated talk follows a very 

short AGM. Tuesday, 21 April, 7.30, Garway Community Hall, HR2 8RQ. All welcome - £5 

entrance fee for non-members. 

25 Ray Mytton in Concert – An evening of heart-warming music with a buffet.  Guitarist, 

singer and songwriter Ray Mytton will be in concert at Part-y-seal on Saturday 25 April. 

Ray will be performing a variety of music so there will be something for everyone to 

enjoy.  His eclectic mix of music includes classical modern folk classics, early music, 

self-compositions and familiar song, old and new.  He weaves all these styles together 

with relaxed informative talk and amusing stories. Doors open 6.30pm:  Music begins 

7.00pm   Buffet during the interval.  The ticket price includes the buffet (drinks not 

included). Tickets £17.00 in advance, £22.00 on the door.  Ticket reservation 01981 

240814 or from Part-y-Seal Tearooms (www.partyseal.co.uk). 

28 Coffee and Chat in St Nicholas.  An invitation for coffee and cake. 10.00am – 

12.00noon.  Everyone welcome. 

MAY 

 

4 Grosmont Book Club – 7.30pm in the Angel Inn.  The book this month is “Why Be Happy 

When You Could Be Normal?” by Jeanette Winterson. 

11 Community Council Meeting – 7.30 in Grosmont Town Hall. 

12 Grosmont Crafters.  Informal Craft Group – all abilities and interests welcome. We meet 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 7.00pm - 9.00pm in Grosmont Town Hall. £2.00 

per session. Meetings this month 12 and 26 May. For more information ring 01981 241662 
13 Ewyas Harold U3A.  The return of Fool’s Gold presenting “Bang up to the Elephant”.  

2.00pm in Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall.. 

26 Coffee and Chat in St Nicholas.  An invitation for coffee and cake. 10.00am – 

12.00noon.  Everyone welcome. 
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Tuesday 17th March, 2020 Garway Heritage Group at Garway Community Centre, 

7.30pm Heather Hurley & Rosanna Scudamore Watts: Kentchurch Court and the 

Scudamores. Archives, portraits, letters and journals are explored to take a new 

look at the family’s history between 1790 and the great flood of 1959. Further info: 

http://www.garwayheritagegroup.co.uk/meetings  

Wednesday 18th March, 2020 Llanthony Valley & District History Group at Cwmyoy 

Memorial Hall, 7.00pm Eddie Proctor: Paths to Llanthony Priory: communication 

networks in the Southern Welsh Marches All welcome. Members free, £4 non-

members (£7 individual annual) Contact: Pip Bevan e-mail: pbevan@mokoro.co.uk, 

tel. 01873 890609  

Wednesday 4th March, 2020 Dorstone History Society at Dorstone Village Hall 

7.30pm Duncan James: What your house can tell you Members free, visitors £4 

Lon town and District Historical Society 

GROSMONT AND DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB 

We have members from a wide area but visitors and new members are always 

welcome. Contact Marion on 01981 241161 or Jan 01600 750295 for further   

information or email grosmontgardenclub@yahoo.com 

Find us on Grosmont Village website (Village Groups) and we are also on          

Facebook.  

 JUNE 

 

9 Grosmont Crafters.  Informal Craft Group – all abilities and interests welcome. We meet 

on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month, 7.00pm - 9.00pm in Grosmont Town Hall. £2.00 

per session. Meetings this month 9 and 23 June. For more information ring 01981 241662. 

10 Ewyas Harold U3A.   “It is Not What You Say” – Discover how Body Language speaks 

louder than words when we communicate with each other – presented by Alan Jones.  

2.00pm in Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall. 

23 Coffee and Chat in St Nicholas.  An invitation for coffee and cake. 10.00am – 

12.00noon.  Everyone welcome. 

 

Calendar additions and alterations to Jane Moggridge 

E-mail: janemoggridge@icloud.com 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR CONT 



 41 

 

 

Longtown and District Historical Society                                                                                     

Monday March 2, 7.30pm Longtown Village Hall HR2      

 

T     v   :        P                    w:     f        ’  S  ff                

                                                 

Mr Hoverd will give an illustrated talk about the national significance of the        

collection of coins and artefacts probably buried by a Viking fleeing from a battle 

with King Alfred and found near Leominster in 2015. Most of these were judged to 

have been sold illegally afterwards.. Contact jeremy.milln@gmail.com for details.  

Membership costs just £5 for the season until July; guests £3 per meeting 

 

@Garway w        
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   k                    -  -                                                       
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                .    k  g    www.       v .  . k             k  g@g  w      .  g  
T  : 01981  80086 
Early booking is advised for this event.  

 
 

 

mailto:jeremy.milln@gmail.com
http://www.artsalive.co.uk
mailto:booking@garwayhall.org
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Green T: Massage therapy  

Tanya Ong  
offers Swedish Massage, Hot Stone 
Therapy and Indian Head Massage in 
30/60 minute sessions. Relax in the 
private therapy room situated in the heart 
of Part-Y-Seal.  Massage is ideal for 
stress relief and relieving muscle tension. 
Pure relaxation is the order of the day so 
take advantage of the peaceful 

surroundings and 
book a massage now 
either for yourself or 
as a unique gift for 
someone special! gift 
vouchers available. 
Part-Y-

Seal, Grosmont, 
Abergavenny, NP7 8LE                
 
 
Tel: 01981 240814  
www.partyseal.co.uk 

 

 

KEITH HOCKEY 

PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES 

MOBILE 07960 442 755 

HOG’S HEAD, TREADAM 

LLANTILIO CROSSENNY,  

ABREGAVENNY, NP7 8TA 

OFTEC REGISTERED 

NVQ ACCREDITED 

OIL INSTALLATIONS 

 

FINANCE FOR  

BUSINESSES 

      

Funding arranged for:- 

• machinery, 

• vehicles 

• premises 

• land 

• alternative energy projects 

working capital 

For a local, personal service please contact: 

Steve Morgan 

Mobile:      07342 651040 

E-mail:   

steve@rural-finance.co.uk 

 

mailto:steve@rural-finance.co.uk
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GERALD BENJAMIN 

ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

All electrical work undertaken 

DOMESTIC, INDUSTRIAL, AGRICUL-

TURAL  

OR COMMERCIAL 

TESTING AND INSPECTING 

CONTACT ME FOR A QUOTE ON 

TELEPHONE 01981  80 129 

FAX                 01981  80 129 

MOBILE         07971 8 2 873 

Email: geraldbenj@outlook.com  

 

 

 

 
 

Julian Tooley 

 

Independent 

Funeral 

Director and  

Monumental Mason 

24hr personal service 

 
 

Telephone  
 
 

01873 855 120 

 St Nicholas Church     
Grosmont   

i 
s a fine medieval building 
but, much more than that, it 
is also the people of the com-
munity who live and work in 

our beautiful parish. The church 
stands as a powerful reminder of 
what community life meant to 
the people of past centuries; to-
day it remains a symbol for 
shared experience and the spirit 
of community. For baptisms, 
weddings, funerals and other oc-
casional services please contact 
the Ministry Team.  

mailto:geraldbenj@outlook.com
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The gift of a good Mother is a treasure forever. 

Mothering Sunday 22nd March 


