
We are sure through word of mouth, social media or the South Wales Argus 

that you are aware of the damage to the stained-glass window in St Hilda’s 

Church.  The culprits removed the security grill then smashed the window  

causing extensive damage.  The window was dedicated to the memory of the 

first vicar of St Hilda’s.  The PCC and congregation extend thanks to Richard 

Price for all his work in making the widow secure and starting the process of  

obtaining quotes for repair of the damage.  We are glad we had images of the 

original window which were part of the Log Book Terrier! 

We put a notice on facebook and we are thankful for all the support we have 

received from the community with over 350 people reacting, commenting or 

sharing our post.  Many wanting to donate to the Church.  As a result we have 

launched a ‘General Upkeep’ donation initiative within the community.  An 

online faculty application has been commenced, and we hope that the window 

will be repaired as soon as possible.  Total cost is likely to be about £3000, but 

we hope our insurance claim will be successful. 

Outreach to the communities we serve - Griffithstown , Sebastopol and 

beyond  @Mission Monmouth - #lovewithoutlimit 
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The members 

of the PCC for 

2019/20 are: 

 

Ken Hunt  

(PCC Secre-

tary) 

Helen Hunt 

Richard Price 

Susan Smith 

Ann Martin 

Anne Bullock 

Wendy James 

Janet Hicks 

Paul Johnson 

Sheila Millman 

Carole Jacob 

Janice Reed 

Neville Jones 

Jim Thompson 

Evan Smith 

Glyn Powis 

 

 

 

 

Faculty Update: 

 

Approval has 

been received 

for the  

replacement of 

guttering and 

downpipes at  

St Hilda’s. 

Don’t forget to complete the questionnaire on succession planning within the parish—for 

both St Hilda’s and St Oswald’s and return your completed questionnaire to Ken Hunt the 

PCC Secretary as soon as possible. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder that All 

Age Worship in St Os-

wald’s continues 

through the summer 

at 10.30hrs 

Come along for an in-

formal service based 

on the lectionary for 

the day. 

We have tea and 

coffee with biscuits s 

well as doing craft, 

and other activities. 

 

All ages welcome. 

 

Afternoon Tea on the 

‘Disorient Express’ is 

on 10th August at 

2.30pm in St Oswald’s 

Church—this is a     

ticket only event.  

Tickets priced at £15 

from Sue and Garry 

Couch or Jim and 

Carole Thompson. 

Limited availability  
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Helplines       

Citizens Advice Bureau (Pontypool)  01495 757421   

         (Cwmbran)  01633 876121 
CRUSE  Bereavement Care             0844 4779400 
Drugs & Alcohol (Helpline Wales)    0800 6335588 
FRANK           0800 776600 
(information about drugs and solvents for those who use 
them, their friends, families and colleagues) 
Gwent Samaritans   01633 259000 
RELATE (Newport)  01983 539588 
Police 
Pontypool HQ     01495 764711 
Gwent Police     01633 838111 

Neighbourhood Police Officer     01495 759449 

Don’t Forget there are booklets in each church with details of more or-

ganizations who are able to support those in need and difficulty.   

S U M M E R T I M E  N E W S  F R O M   

S T  H I L D A ’ S  A N D  S T  O S W A L D ’ S  

 

A PROBLEM SOLVED. 

The father had willed to his three sons his   

seventeen camels, to be split as follows; the     
eldest son receiving half of the camels, the 

middle son receiving a third and the youngest 
son receiving a ninth.  

However, they soon realised they had inherited 
a problem! So they decided to approach the 
wise woman of the village who suggested that 

they could borrow her camel on the strict     
understanding that when her camel was no longer required then they must return it. 

The eldest son who was gifted half of the camels took his nine, the middle son    
gifted a third and took his six camels and the youngest son who was gifted a ninth 

took his two camels. The spare camel was then returned to the wise wom-
an  ......problem solved! 

Weekly donations to those in need  

The parish continues to receive donations from the congregations for those who are in need.  
We rotate our giving to the various charities within South East Wales.  Recipients over recent 
months include: 
Salvation Army, Edengate, Solus, The Wallich, TRAC2, St Paul’s Church in Newport, The      
Eastern Valley Food Bank and St David’s Hospice Care.  We continue to work in partnership 
with Newport and Usk Vale Lions Club in supplying the ‘Sunday Munchies’ to the rough 
sleepers in Newport. We are on the Edengate Rota for the next 12 months and we are       
supplying up to 40 lunch packs on various Sundays at 6 weekly intervals. Our collection 
points in both churches are emptied fortnightly – notices identify any specific donations that 
are required.  Thank you to everyone who supports us in this outreach initiative. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjfy862xaTeAhVrL8AKHWKVBogQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.guilsboroughprimary.co.uk%2Fsafeguarding%2Fchildline&psig=AOvVaw26RZiPNw4muqxMqFkNlYSB&ust=1540658259
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj5j4n-xaTeAhXJLsAKHZ2oALIQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fnewportcab&psig=AOvVaw1oM3l_IFeTbApJHCFEP_hD&ust=1540658404242300
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqxoOkxqTeAhVIVsAKHeNzDI8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.beadproject.org.uk%2F&psig=AOvVaw1jFdG9Q0Obo3uobBzMlsEl&ust=1540658487653619
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GRIFF CHARITY CHALLENGERS' TRIP TO MORETON IN MARSH  
SATURDAY 20th JULY. 

 
With all passengers aboard and safety instructions issued by Allan the driver our 
trip to Moreton in Marsh (MIM) proved to be much like Brexit, full of mixed       
emotions, depending on which side of the aisle you found yourself; for some the 
"suspension" was killing, others experienced the "thrill" of a ghost train, a chilling 
episode! However, by the end of the journey I think we had all warmed to the task 
in hand. 
 
Griff Charity Challengers commenced their journey into virgin territory to explore 

the Cotswold town of MIM. Fortunately, the  
weather proved to be favourable and as we    
alighted the bus at MIM the honey coloured build-
ings were awash with sunshine which remained for 
most of the day. 
 
There were a total of seven charity shops in MIM, 
although in true Cotswold fashion they were often 
hard to differeniate as the shop windows were 
dressed to impress and less likely-looking charity 
shops I have yet to encounter. 
 
Many and varied eateries lined the main shopping 

area and I am sure most of us enjoyed a coffee break and leisurely lunch. It is to 
be hoped that we were all able to grab a bargain to sell at our charity day on  
Saturday 7th September (please see details). 
 
Several things got lost in translation on this trip, namely departure times etc. but 
like all good sports teams we will learn from our experience and endeavour to get 
it right next time! 
 
Two of our Challengers (who shall remain nameless) had the initial impression 
that the raffle tickets they received on the outward journey, with words on relating 
to antiques e.g. ceramic/treen etc. were in fact suggestions for items for them to 
buy. Fortunately, neither received tickets printed Swarozki or Faberge or I fear 
they might still be in the queue in the Co-op emptying the cash machine in        
anticipation of their purchases! I have to say if we took a trip on the high seas and 
the ship went down these two would still be raising a laugh and M A Y D A Y 
would take on a whole new meaning!! 
 
The raffles (bottles of wine) on both the outward and return journeys were won by 
Ian (Newport & Uskmouth Lions) and Ann (Chepstow & Caldicot Cheetahs)       
respectively. 
 
We greatly appreciate everyone's support but feel that if the trip is to go ahead 
next year it might be prudent to hire a larger bus (a 39 seater is the next size 
available from Jumbo) to ensure everyone's comfort. With that in mind, perhaps 
we could all persuade a few more like minded friends/colleagues to take up the 
challenge to spread the cost of the increased expense. 
 
However, if we were to do this it could end up as DEAL or NO DEAL. 
(Ouch!)...........The choice is yours!! 
 
Griff Charity Challengers. 
  

 



 

 

St. OSWALD'S CHURCH. 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 7th. 

 "GRIFF CHARITY CHALLENGERS". 
BYGONE BARGAINS SALE and KNOCK-DOWN AUC-

TION! 
SALE STARTS 10am - 4pm. 

FOLLOWED BY  
KNOCK-DOWN AUCTION 4pm- 6pm 
COME ALONG & BAG A BARGAIN or  

COLLECT A COLLECTABLE! 
EVERYONE WELCOME. 

REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE. 
ALL PROCEEDS TO St. DAVID'S HOSPICE CARE. 

VOLUNTEERS TO HELP THROUGHOUT THE DAY 
WOULD BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

 
Faculty Update 

Over the past few months we have been very busy within the Parish.  Online faculty submis-

sions have been made for a wide range of work that needs to be undertaken.  At present all 5 

faculties have been approved.  The internal and external painting and decorating at               

St Oswald’s has been completed and the church looks wonderful. 

The erection of the new notice boards 5 in all has been done in St Oswald’s. They are now 

filled with lots of community and church information as well as displays and pictures that have 

been done by the All Age Worship members.   

The final piece of upgrading was the installation of the new electronic screen and overhead 

projector, which was undertaken by Garry Couch and Jim Thompson.  We hope this equip-

ment will enhance our services and worship and will help us underpin future outreach projects 

for the whole of the parish. 

St Hilda’s have had faculties approved for installation of lights on the Kemys Street pathway 
and for the repair and replacement of the downpipes and gutters on the church.  The work still 
needs to be completed. 

MEMORIAL BOOK— ST HILDA’S CHURCH: 

We are in the process of updating the Memorial Book in St. Hilda’s 

Church.  There are forms at the back of both churches which you 

can fill in with the details of anyone’s whose name you would like in 

your entry.  If you can complete the form and return it to one of the 

Wardens or to Jim Thompson as soon as possible, we will make 

sure your entry is included.  The cost per entry is £20. 


