
On Monday 17th December at 7pm we are 
holding a Candlelight Memorial Service.  As 
many of you know for many years we have held 
a Light up a Life Service in St Hilda’s organised 
by St David’s Hospice.  This year the Hospice 
are re-structuring their services and there is not 
one scheduled to be held in St Hilda’s.  We have 
been asked by a lot of the people to hold one, 
so we have organised this one.  Names to be 
read out in the service can be submitted to Jim 
Thompson by email: j.o.t@btinternet.com, by 
mobile 07966784148 or contact him via Face-
book. 

The Advent Wreath and candles—what do they 
mean? 
 
1.  God’s people……  The Candle of HOPE 
Hope is like a light shining in a dark place. As we look at the light in 
this candle we celebrate the hope we have in Jesus Christ. 
 
2. The Old Testament Prophets...The Candle of PEACE 
Peace is like a shining light in a dark place.  As we look at this can-
dle, we celebrate the peace we find in Jesus Christ. 
 
3. John the Baptist …. The candle of LOVE 
Love is like a shining light in a dark place. As we look at this candle, 
we celebrate the love we find in Jesus Christ. 
 
4.  Mary the mother of Jesus….The candle of JOY 
Joy is like a shining light in a dark place.  As we look at this candle, 
we celebrate the joy we find in Jesus Christ. 
 
The FIFTH candle represents the BIRTH OF CHRIST.  The 
flame of this candle reminds us that He is the LIGHT OF THE 
WORLD and if we follow Him, we will never walk in darkness, 
but will have the true light of LIFE. 

Outreach to the communities we serve - Griffithstown , 

Sebastopol and beyond  @Mission Monmouth - #lovewithoutlimit 
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Forthcoming Events: 

 

Dec 1st  at 2pm  

Christmas Bazaar:  

St Mary’s Church Hall  

 

6th to 9th December 

Festival of Trees incl 

Victorian Market 

 

11th December 

St Oswald’s All Age 

worship Nativity  

accompanied by  

Coro Contabile 7pm 

 

Friday Dec 14th 

7pm St Mary’s 

Church Hall                         

Community Carols : 

refreshments  

 

16th December 

Christmas Parish 

Lunch—booking  

required—limited 

places 

 

17th December—

Candlelight Memorial 

Service 7pm in St Hil-

da’s 

 

18th December Ysgol 

Panteg Carol Service 

St Hilda’s Church 

 

19th December 7pm 

West Mon School 

Carol Concert 

 

Thursday 20th De-

cember St Oswald’s 

Christingle 6.30pm 

 

Friday  21st 7pm St 

Michaels: Christmas 

service with mulled 

wine and mince pies  

 

Monday December 

24th Christmas Eve 

Christingle St Mary’s: 

3.30pm suitable for 

young children    

 

 

Griff Charity Challengers recently 

received a collection of tiny socks for the   Tiny 

Lives Appeal from our Cardiff contingent amount-

ing to £260.41.  This takes the amount raised for 

The Tiny Lives Appeal this year to £773.27.  

Thank you to everyone—working together we 



 HOLIDAY HOOTERS!!           IT COULD ONLY HAPPEN TO ME............................ 

We were on our holiday earlier this year in Stresa, Italy and one day we travelled across 
Lake Maggiore to Lorcarno in Switzerland. We were advised that they only accept Swiss 
Francs for any purchases made but would accept Euros, however, any change may be given 
in Swiss Francs. We had an enjoyable lunch and afterwards rejoined our party for our re-
turn boat trip. Whilst enjoying the boat trip and the surrounding views, the Skipper walked 
up to to my wife and picked up and gave her an earring she had unknowingly dropped, he 
also offered all the passengers sweets which I thought was a kind gesture. To reward him 
for his thoughtfulness I discreetly removed a five euro note from my trouser pocket and 
placed it into my shirt pocket. As we were disembarking the boat I once again very subtley 
removed the five euro note from my shirt pocket and handed it over to the skipper and 
thanked him for an enjoyable trip. 
We were back in our hotel room when I started to laugh out loud........whilst relaxing on 
the bed I thought I would check our Swiss lunch bill and went to my shirt pocket and took 
out a....... five euro note....... the skipper from the boat had my till receipt from Locarno. 
We explained all the above to our tour manager and asked her to pass onto him an enve-
lope this time with a ten euro note inside together with an apology but also asked if he 
would kindly return my till receipt. 
We found out later in the week that the skipper had thought I had passed on some rubbish 
for him to dispose of but was grateful for the envelope! However I never received that till 
receipt!  
As I said at the beginning, it could only happen to me! but a true, true story. 
SIGNED     Anon (purely to save my embarrassment). 

Community Folk Dance. 
On the evening of Friday 16th November in St Hilda’s 
hall there was a gathering of  people   intent on enjoy-
ing themselves. There were those who came to dance 
and those less able who  came to enjoy a social even-
ing with music and entertainment. 
 
Around seventy people came along and listened to  
excellent music from Parsley Hey with Ken Hunt call-
ing out the moves and  encouraging people to  have a 
try. The  
evening was sponsored by funds  donated by Sebas-
topol Pensioners on their closure last year.  Tickets 
were only £3.00 per head but everyone enjoyed an 

excellent supper  provided by Jim and Carol and an evening of fun and laughter. 
 
Those who came from Folk Dance groups in the area all said how much they had enjoyed 
themselves  and  we may have requests for more of the same in the future. Thanks go to all 
those who helped to organise the event and to those who came along making the evening 
such a success.  Ann Martin 



St Hilda’s Church Hall is as busy as ever, 

with lots of activities for all the family, and 

for individuals within the community to par-

ticipate in.  Susan Smith the Chair of the 

Hall Management Committee thought it 

would be a good idea to share the regular 

bookings of the hall with our readers. 

We have a great community facility, which 

we are proud of and as well as the regular 

bookings we have lot of ‘ad hoc’ booking 

too.     

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Gemini School of 
Dance  4pm-8pm 

Gemini School of 
Dance  4pm-8pm 

Gemini School of 
Dance  4pm-8pm 

Gemini School of 
Dance  4pm-8pm 

Super Stars in the 
Making 4pm-6pm 

Stagecoach Music 
and drama school 
9am-1pm 

Yoga 6pm-7pm 
  

1st- Craft  10am-12 
2nd and last Bingo 

Fifty Thrifty Craft 
class 10am-12 
2nd and 4th Probus 
10.15 
Rugby Tots 3pm-
5pm 
Zumba 6pm-7pm 

Tai Chi 1.30-3.30 
New Inn Junior 
football 5.45-6.45 
Yoga 7pm-8pm 
 
Last Thursday of 
the month—
Mothers Union 
2.30pm 

    

SNIPPETS FROM THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

The PCC met on the 12th November and key issues discussed and actioned were:- 

 Faculty applications have been submitted for St Oswald’s for internal and external painting, 

erection of notice boards in the nave, and also a projector and screen in the Nave.  In St     

Hilda’s an application has been made for installation of pathway lights  on the Kemys Street 

entrance to the Church. 

 Cushions for the Pews have arrived and additional ones are on the way for the North Aisle 

(Lady Chapel) and choir stalls. 

 Ken Hunt was co-opted onto the PCC,. 

 We are going to use a DRONE to inspect the condition of the high stained glass windows in St 

Hilda’s and we can also use it for inspecting the roof and gutters.  This will avoid us having to 

pay for scaffolding to undertake the inspections. 

 The Evangelism Fund was discussed, and following our Benefice workshop where we sub-

mitted a report focussing on outreach and support, there is a provisional submission for the 

Valleys Archdeaconary being developed for  support chaplains.  The PCC endorsed this sub-

mission. 

 Legacies of over £80,000 had been received by  the Parish over the past few months, and the 

investment of these funds was discussed and decided upon. 



The Parish branch of Mother’s Union meet on the last Thursday 

of each month in the conference room in the Church Hall at 

2.30pm.  The members of the local branch are busy knitting for 

the     hospitals.  Items being made include: premature baby 

hats and booties, angel pockets and baby blankets. Members 

are also making small teddies. 

Twiddlemuff’s are also being made - and if you don’t know what  

one is, here is a picture and explanation of how they are used.  

Why not make one as a present for someone in you know for 

Christmas?  Or make one and donate it to the Mother’s Union? 

What’s a twiddlemuff? 

A twiddlemuff is a knitted, crocheted or fabric tube with accessories such as ribbons and buttons sewn 
on to them. They are usually made up of many yarn textures, with notions sewn on the inside and out-
side of the muff. This allows for the person’s hands to stay warm while they are able to twiddle with 
the bits and pieces. 

Why are Twiddlemuffs used? 

For many people with dementia, there are developments and changes to their personalities, one of 
which is to become increasingly agitated. Twiddlemuffs help to ease agitation and calm the person’s 
mood, as they can keep their hands and minds occupied. Many hospital wards have found that 
the muffs have a positive effect on patients by keeping them comforted, as well as encouraging move-
ment and brain stimulation. 

How can you make a Twiddlemuff? 

There are no real rules for knitting a twiddlemuff, as long as the colors are bright, the yarns have good 
texture, and you add some great accoutrements. You can use any type of stitch (garter works nicely), 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi98LGa9sbeAhUFmRoKHYooBykQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FMothersUnion%2F&psig=AOvVaw2zBCwXoholobpxBlXPbu_Q&ust=1541839569583767
https://www.loveknitting.com/us/knitting-yarns?blog_page=/twiddlemuffs-for-dementia-patients/


Welsh Hospitals Choir 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the Gwent section of the 

Welsh Hospitals Choir have been rehearsing 

in St Oswald’s Church every Wednesdy 

evening since the beginning of September? 

Over 65 choristers have been practicing their 

programme for this years Christmas concert 

in St David’s Hall on December 12th at 

7.30pm. The concert features the Fanfare 

Trumpeters of the Welsh Guards as well as a 

soloist and also UNDY primary school choir 

will be taking part. The organist is Jane Watts 

and the Conductor is David Davies. The choir 

is made up of employees, ex-employees and 

supporters of NHS Wales.  The choir this 

year are raising money for the Noah’s Ark the 

Children’s Hospital Charity in Cardiff.   

Tickets are available from the box office at St 

David’s Hall. 

Remembrance Sunday Across the Benefice 
Over  400 people attended the two Remembrance 
Services n the Benefice.  Both St Mary’s and St 
Hilda’s welcomed the local uniformed organisa-
tions, and the football team to their services. The 
organisations, paraded their standards and flags 
from St Mary’s Church Hall to the Church.   St 
Mary’s pathway was lined with red and purple 
poppies made by the Beavers and Cubs, St Os-
wald’s displayed poppy wreaths made by their All 
Age Worship group, and St Mary’s Church hall 
had a display of handcrafted    poppies. The Ser-
vices in St Marys and St Hilda’s had representa-
tion from our local councillors, who laid wreaths 
at the Altar.  Names of the fallen were read out in 
both services.  Revd. Alison officiated at St Mary’s 
and Archdeacon Sue at St Hilda’s followed by 
leading the tributes at the Cenotaph in Panteg 
Cemetery.  All the churches in the Benefice tolled 
their bells at 1230 as part of the national remem-
brance of the 100yrs since the Armistice was de-
clared.  Thank you to everyone who made these 
services so memorable. 

View from the Bell Tower! 

It’s not very often that you can use 
your slightly unusual hobby to help 
the church, but in this instance, it’s 
worked. 
I’ve recently gotten into flying drones, 
and the one I use has the ability to 
take very good photos and videos. It’s 
a tricky machine to fly, and you have 
to be very careful that you don’t im-
pinge on people’s privacy, property 
and personal space.  
Previously, if there was an issue with the roof at St. Hilda’s church, it would require scaffolding and an 
expert to assess any damage or concerns. In this instance, I was asked by the PCC if I could look at a 
problem with one of the windows on the north side. 
As long as the weather is amenable, a drone can be flown around the church to take photographs from 
angles previously unavailable, even to scaffolders. As you can see, the view from the bell tower is im-
pressive. We’ve now identified the problem, and work to repair the window should begin shortly       
following obtaining the necessary faculty.  Ken Hunt 
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Jolly Jumper Coffee morning 

 

Christingle Service 
A Christingle usually consists of: An orange, representing the world. ... A red ribbon 

wrapped around the orange or a paper frill around the candle, representing the blood 

of Christ. Dried fruits and/or sweets skewered on 

cocktail sticks pushed into the orange, representing 

the fruits of the earth and the four seasons. 

Our Christingle service will be in          

St Oswald’s Church on Thursday 20th 

December at 6.30pm - please come and 

support this wonderful service. 

 

Helplines        

Citizens Advice Bureau (Pontypool)  01495 757421   

         (Cwmbran)  01633 876121 

CRUSE  Bereavement Care             0844 4779400 

Drugs & Alcohol (Helpline Wales)       0800 6335588 

FRANK           0800 776600 

(information about drugs and solvents for those who use them, their friends, fami-
lies and colleagues) 

Gwent Samaritans           01633 259000 

RELATE (Newport)    01983 539588 

A D V E N T  A N D  C H R I S T M A S  N E W S  F R O M  S T  H I L D A ’ S  A N D  S T  O S W A L D ’ S  

St Oswald’s Church 

19th December 

1000hrs until 1200hrs 

 

Raising funds for St David’s 

Hospice Care 
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Nativity featuring Coro Contabile ladies choir 
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Following the success of last years format for the Nativity we are 

repeating it this year.  This year’s Nativity is called ‘The New 

Noisy Neighbours’.  We are again joined by Coro Contabile who 

will sing Carols within the Nativity.  There will be refreshments 

available following the Nativity and there will be time to have a 

chat and catch up with people before Christmas from within the 

church and the community.  Tuesday 11th December at 

7.00pm in St Oswald’s Church—please invite your 

friends and neighbours.  Come dressed as your      

favourite Nativity Character—adults included!!! 

Don’t forget the Christmas activities across the Benefice:   

St Mary’s Church Panteg  

are holding their  

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR  

on Saturday 1st December 2018 at 2.00p.m. in the 

Church Hall in New Inn.  Refreshments will be avail-

able and Entrance is Free.  There are lots of stalls, 

Gifts, Fancy Goods, cakes and other stalls.  See you 

there! 

Supporting those in Need 

How wonderful it is when you receive a phone call saying 
someone has donations of clothing and blankets for the 
homeless and hostels within South East Wales.  It is even 
more rewarding when you find out the collection has been 
organised by the Panteg ‘St Mary’s’ Beavers, Cubs, Scouts 
and the Sunbeam playgroup.  The collection was organised 
by Ceinwen Williams one of the leaders of the Beaver’s and 
she also supports the All Age Worship Service with her 
sons Iowan and Iolo in St Oswald’s church. We should be 
all grateful that the youngsters and their parents help us in 
our outreach to carry the name of Christ. It causes us to be 
mindful of the fact that we are called Christians, and that 
our actions reflect to the world the reality of Christ. That's 

what it means to do something in the name of Christ - to do it on His behalf, under His authority, and ac-
cording to His will.  Their example of outreach is a wonderful sign that there is hope for the Church in the 
future, a church without boundaries not confined by bricks and mortar—but a church that is alive and 
thriving within the communities in which we live.  Our task as the living disciples of Christ is how we 
maintain this enthusiasm to support everyone in our communities through our love and support.  Thank 
you to everyone who supports our weekly collections—you are really making a difference.  Jim Thompson 



Market  in St Hilda’s 
Church Hall. And will be 
open from 1100hrs until 
1500hrs (11am to 3pm) .  
Various stalls will display 
local crafts etc.,  refresh-
ments will be available. 
A Carol Service will take 
place in  St Hilda’s Church 
at 1800 hrs (6pm) on Sun-
day 9th December.  All 
Welcome.  We look for-
ward to seeing you at 
some if not all of the 
events. 

Thursday 6th December is 
the opening evening concert 
starting at 1900hrs (7pm)  
Tickets are on sale or you 
can pay on the door on the 
evening.  Entrance is £4 
which includes mince pie 
and refreshments. 
Friday 7th and Saturday 8th 
St Hilda’s Church will be 
open 1100hrs until 1600hrs 
(11am until 4pm) for view-
ing.  Entrance is £2 and chil-
dren are free.   
Saturday 8th if the Victorian 

 
1.   Benevolent monarch views the scene on Boxing Day. 
         
2.   Minders of mutton see in the dark. 
 
3.   All quiet in evening black. 
 
4.   Eye observed trio of vessels afar. 
 
5.   Hush the foretelling spirits harmonise. 
 
6.   Seraphim we aurally detected in the stratosphere. 
 
7.   Hey, miniscule urban area south-west of Jerusalem. 
 
8.   Embellish the corridors. 
 
9.   The primary carol. 
 
10. Ecstasy towards the orb. 
 
submitted by Margaret Hitchcock  

 ALL THE ANSWERS ARE WELL KNOWN CHRISTMAS CAROLS - (answers at the bottom of the page) 

Festival of Trees Programme 

ANSWERS  TO CRYPTIC CHRISTMAS CAROL QUIZ. 1. Good King Wenceslas looked out on the feast of Stephen 2. While shep-

herds watched their flocks by night 3. Silent night 4. I saw Three Ships 5. Hark The Herald angels sing 6. Angels from the realms 

of Glory 7. O Little Town of Bethlehem 8. Deck the Halls 9. The First Noel 10. Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 

Sue and Garry have received a ‘thank you’ letter from the Welsh Air Ambulance, thanking them for the 
generous donation of £532.67p which was raised from the Charity Auction this year.  The letter em-
phasises the importance of donations as this is what keeps the Charity airborne.  They have  able to 
get the latest H145 helicopter, which can fly longer without the need to refuel.  The service now incor-
porates the Children’s Air Ambulance Service which transports premature babies and ill children to 
specialist units.  A big thank your to everyone who supported the Charity Auction. 
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