
We are proud of St Oswald’s 

and will continue to hold 

events to keep reaching our 

to the community we serve. 

Please keep an eye out on for 

our future events and come 

and join us in faith and friend-

ship. 

Carole Thompson 

 

The last week in September 

saw fruition of our Celebra-

tion of Harvest in Flowers 

event at St Oswald’s 

Church.  The church was 

transformed with an abun-

dance of flowers, fruit and 

vegetables displayed along-

side imaginative props. 

We were a small group but 

together we developed a 

good team spirit and worked 

well together which under-

pinned our enjoyment of 

being part of the event and 

creating some superb dis-

plays. 

I would like to particularly 

thank Jim, Sue and Garry for 

their unending support and 

encouragement especially at 

the times when I thought 

’Why do I do this’. 

My thanks go to everyone 

who helped with their time 

and sponsorship of this Cel-

ebration.  Our sponsors 

were invaluable, and I would 

particularly like to thank our 

commercial sponsors, Ban-

croft Garage in Griffith-

stown, Peterson’s Funeral 

Directors, Peak’s  Funeral 

Directors and Ottimo Digi-

tal of Newport. 

The Celebration of Harvest 

in Flowers was an outreach 

event which all involved be-

lieve is the way forward for 

the church. 

It would have been nice to 

have seen  a few more peo-

ple visit when we kept the 

church open , however, 

those who came enjoyed  

and contributed to our over-

all fundraising total of over 

£220  we would like to 

thank you very much.  All 

proceeds raised will be used 

for continual improvement 

to St Oswald’s Church. 

 

Parish Lunch:  There was a positive response to the 

return of the Parish Lunch on the last Sunday in Sep-

tember.  30 diners, enjoyed their 3 course meal for £8. 

In October there will be a French Themed Supper 

Evening—please watch out for further details and 

cost—places will be limited so make sure you don’t 

miss out. There will be no lunch in November because 

on the 16th December we will be holding our Christ-

mas Lunch—again this will be 5 courses for £12..50.  

numbers are limited and booking essential—watch out 

for the booking and menu sheets in Church. 

Outreach to the communities we serve - Griffithstown , 

Sebastopol and beyond  @Mission Monmouth - #lovewithoutlimit 
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Forthcoming Events: 

16th November—

Community Folk 

Dance 

 

6th to 9th December 

Festival of Trees incl 

Victorian Market 

 

17th December 

Christmas Parish 

Lunch—booking  

required—limited 

places 

 

19th December 7pm 

West Mon School 

Carol Concert 
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@missionmonmouth #lovewithoutlimit 

Community Folk Dance 

GRIFFITHSTOWN CHARITY CHALLENGERS 

"JUST GIVING PAGES"  Saturday September 8th - Classic Car Show raised £512.86. 

Despite the inclement weath-

er a magnificent array of clas-

sic vehicles lined up outside 

New Inn Church Hall to de-

light the motor enthusiasts 

and similarly inside a magnifi-

cient array of cakes were dis-

played to satisfy those wishing 

to take away a 'spare tyre'. (A 

Hollywood handshake to all 

our star bakers - you know 

who you are). 

Grateful thanks to all those 

who braved the elements to 

bring along their vehicles and 

to everyone who attended 

whether as a helper or 

member of the paying pub-

lic - your support is invalua-

ble. 

Thanks to the travellers 

(Rev. Alison & Sue Mackin-

non) aptly named for their 

ability to doorstep the local 

pubs and  clubs  selling 

their wares (in this case 

cakes) from a tray, increas-

ing the cake sales by some 

£25 - rumour has it a cart 

will be at your disposal for 

your next foray!! A special 

thank you to Peter for his 

grass cutting expertise prior to 

the show. 

The Raffle Prizes kindly pro-

vided by The Angel Hotel, 

Abergavenny (Dinner for 

Two), The Teazer, New Inn 

(Sunday Lunch for Two) and 

The Shaheen Tandoori (Meal 

for Two) and two other do-

nated prizes of a Bottle of 

Champagne and a Coastal 

Print were happily received by 

the winners on the day. 

Sue and Garry Couch 

music of Parsley Hay 

this will be a fun even-

ing . Please bring your 

own drinks . 

This event has been 

sponsored by Sebasto-

pol pensioners who 

This event is to be held 

in St Hilda’s Church Hall 

On Friday November 

16th 

At 7.00pm.  Tickets  are 

£3 and include a light 

buffet.  Dancing to the 

have now  disbanded so 

thanks to them for their 

kind donation. 

Please come along and 

enjoy  what should be a 

lively event.  

Tickets are available 

from Sue Smith 01495 

757082 and Ann Martin 

ents that we have and 

don’t have? 

Its about making hard 

decisions about the times 

of our services and loca-

tion of our services?  

With ageing populations, 

early morning services 

may not be suitable, 

many people can’t get 

ready until after 1030hrs.  

Grandparents looking 

after grandchildren  and 

doing the ‘school run’ in 

the morning  and after-

noon are restricted on 

times they can get       

involved in church activi-

ties—do we really meet the 

needs of all or are we still 

focused on restricting times 

etc., because our activity 

planning focusses on what we 

have always done and our 

routine—we look inwards 

and not outwards as      

OUTREACH wants us to do. 

We need your ideas and   

support. On how we can 

grow our churches.   Let 

your church wardens know 

of any ideas you may have—

however wild or quirky they 

me be—you need to share!!!! 

As church communities, 

we need to continue to 

develop outreach pro-

cesses in the neighbour-

hoods we serve. 

Outreach is at the heart 

of engaging with more 

people young and old.  It 

is not just about getting 

children involved in our 

work but younger gener-

ations and for most of 

our churches that means 

40yr and 50yr old people.   

Its about looking at 

knowledge skills and tal-
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AUCTION EVENING—13th SEPTEMBER  
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With items donated, care-

fully researched and cata-

logued, auction day finally 

arrived much to the relief of 

the floorboards holding the 

boxes! 

After a promising start with 

people arriving in steady 

numbers to view lots from 

the practical to the ornate 

to the positively grotesque 

( the African tribal fly whisk 

springs to mind )...... There 

were 25 commission bids 

were left prior to the start 

of the auction. 

Although many of these 

bids were exceeded at the 

auction , those who had left 

them kindly donated the 

promissory amounts to the 

charity. 

The actual number who 

showed up for the auction 

was disappointing , however 

although lacking in numbers 

this was more than made up 

for by the enthusiasm and 

generosity of the assembled 

gathering. There was a fren-

zied waving of paddles to 

attract the attention of the 

auctioneers' ( although this 

was not always effective) 

and even the loss of the 

auctioneers' gavel mid-

auction ( due to some over 

zealous banging ) did not 

deter our intrepid auc-

tioneers who in time hon-

oured fashion carried on 

regardless but a little less 

noisily ! 

The star attractions this 

year were an Auto glym car 

cleaning kit, a Portmeirion 

vase for which there were 

the most commission bids 

and a pressed glass cruet 

set, although there was  

fierce bidding on some Ty-

Beanie soft toys ! 

The resulting amount raised 

on the night for the Wales 

air Ambulance was £461.67. 

Negotiations are still ongo-

ing for several of the unsold items with 

dealers in Ross on Wye and Cardiff , so 

hopefully the final amount will exceed 

£500! All remaining unsold items will be 

taken to the Wales Air Ambulance shop in 

Abergavenny. 

Grateful thanks to all those who attended 

on the evening and made the auction a 

worthwhile event. 

Also huge thanks to fellow challengers for 

their continued support and to Evan, Jan, 

Aurora and Violet for turning out for the 

auction and helping in every capacity and 

joining in the fun and to our fellow 'board 

members' on Griffithstown Caterers (Jim 

& Carole) for whom no job is too big and 

whose enthusiasm never wanes! 

Here's to next year when challengers will 

experience a change of format in the form 

of Double Your Money or Take it 

Away ...."And I mean that most sincerely 

folks ". 

Sugar Antiques@Griff Charity Challengers 

 

Amount raised on the night……£461.67 

Additional sales of unsold 

items ...............................................£ 46.00 

Donations ........................................£ 25.00 

Total Amount Raised............£532.67 

Both churches are very active 

in making donations.  A spe-

cial ‘thank you’ to Matilda 

Magor for her effort, her    

latest donations are tooth-

paste and toothbrushes and 

other toiletries shampoo etc., 

are very welcome.  Keep your 

donations coming in they,  are 

much needed. 

@Monmouthmission 

#lovewithoutlimit 

Jim Thompson 

We continue to work in partner-

ship with Newport and Usk Vale 

Lions Club, and Street Life Sarnies 

in supporting those in need. 

A big thank you to everyone 

who continue to donate items 

for distribution to the home-

less, hostel and shelters within 

Newport and surrounding ar-

ea.  I take your donations for 

distribution virtually every 

week.    

 

 

Supporting those in need 
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Come rain or 

shine…. We know 

how to enjoy 

ourselves! 

Benefice Coach Trip 

USK CHORAL FESTIVAL 
A brand new Choral 

Festival is coming to 

Usk, for 2019. 

The purpose of Usk 

Choral Festival is sim-

ple, to celebrate choral 

singing in all its forms! 

There will be six con-

certs in different venues 

around Usk over the 

course of the weekend 

of 29th - 31st March 

2019 featuring 19 differ-

ent choirs and a wide 

range of choral sounds. 

Come and experience 

everything from the 

classic majesty of plain-

chant and Renaissance 

polyphony, the vivacity 

of contemporary tunes, 

the rich jazzy harmonies 

of modern acapella and 

everything in between.  

So, the time seems right 

to celebrate, which is 

what Usk Cho-

ral Festival is all about. 

Visit the web site for 

more details:  

www.uskchoralfestival.co.uk 

TICKETS WILL BE ON 

SALE FROM  

1st OCTOBER 2018  

 

Richard Price     

 

when people recognised  

items that they had previ-

ously had in their kitchens 

especially the tin baths  past 

memories were  stirred and 

shared with others. 

Some fires were burning  in 

the cottages and we enjoyed 

the look and feel of the  

flames ,warming our hands 

and grateful for a little res-

pite from the damp condi-

tions. 

We then travelled on to   

Cardiff Bay but no improve-

ment in the  weather so 

everyone agreed now was 

the time to look for a suita-

ble hostelry  

to partake of lunch. We all 

managed to find suitable  

venues and enjoyed good 

food and drink before head-

ing off to look around the 

Bay. Some of us had  

thought to go on a boat trip 

across the bay but condi-

tions were not good so we  

postponed for another day. 

Altogether the day was a 

success, sad about the  

weather  but everyone en-

joyed themselves we all 

chatted and everyone said  

you can’t plan the weather . 

We are definitely thinking of 

another trip for next  

year so anyone with an idea 

please let me know. 

Thanks to everyone who 

supported our first Benefice 

trip. 

Ann Martin 

Thirty Five  people came on 

the trip  but unfortunately 

we were let down with the 

weather. It was raining as 

we left and continued for 

hours.  

Everyone was prepared and 

raincoats and umbrellas 

were  the order of the day. 

We arrived at St Fagans and 

there was a bee line made 

by all to the café for re-

freshments. Warm drinks 

were consumed before we 

all braved the weather and 

although we  were dodging 

puddles and avoiding gusts 

of wind and rain 

we managed to enter cot-

tages a school house and  

shops and see how people 

lived in the past. Some 

Comments were heard 

Cardiff Bay and 

St Fagans    

Interesting places 

on our doorstep! 

P E W S  N E W S  F R O M  S T  H I L D A ’ S  A N D  S T  O S W A L D ’ S  



St Hilda’s Church Hall 
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We are pleased to welcome 

Panteg Probus club to the 

conference room for their 

fortnightly meetings- the 

2nd and 4th Wednesday of 

each month. Their  

programme of speakers  

looks very varied and they 

organise theatre trips and 

specials dining occasions. 

Their meetings start at 

10.15 and after each one, 

several of their members go 

to a local pub for lunch. 

New members would be 

most welcome. 

Since Hope GB relocated 

their office, we now have 

the smaller office available 

for permanent rent or the 

larger one available for reg-

ular bookings or on an ad 

hoc basis. Tuesday nights 

are also available in the 

main hall. The website- 

www.sthilda’schurchhall.co.uk- 

has a calendar showing all 

regular and one-off book-

ings. 

The wi-fi system has been 

upgraded recently and I am 

reliably told that the con-

nection is excellent. 

Sue Smith 

Thanks to everyone who came to the cof-

fee morning on Wednesday 3rd  October 

at St Oswald’s. 

We all had a very pleasant morning drink-

ing coffee/tea  and consuming too many 

cakes. There was a lively atmosphere with 

lots of chat and laughs. 

Thank you from Janice Reed and all 

at St Oswald’s Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 8th if the Victorian 

Market  in St Hilda’s 

Church Hall. And will be 

open from 1100hrs until 

1500hrs (11am to 3pm) .  

Various stalls will display 

local crafts etc.,  refresh-

ments will be available. 

A Carol Service will take 

place in  St Hilda’s Church 

at 1800 hrs (6pm) on Sun-

day 9th December.  All 

Welcome.  We look for-

ward to seeing you at some 

if not all of the events. 

Thursday 6th December is the 

opening evening concert start-

ing at 1900hrs (7pm)  Tickets 

are on sale or you can pay on 

the door on the evening.  En-

trance is £4 which includes 

mince pie and refreshments. 

Friday 7th and Saturday 8th St 

Hilda’s Church will be open 

1100hrs until 1600hrs (11am 

until 4pm) for viewing.  En-

trance is £2 and children are 

free.   

FESTIVAL OF TREES 

COFFEE MORNING   in support of   

If you want to 

contribute to the 

next supplement of 

what is going on in 

Griffithstown and 

Sebastopol—send 

your contribution to  

Jim Thompson  

email: 

j.o.t@btinternet.com 
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Reflective Corner 
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Our Father……..what it means to us? 

I CANNOT SAY “OUR”,     If I think a privileged place in heaven is reserved for my denomination, 

I CANNOT SAY “FATHER” ,    if I don’t not acknowledge all other human beings as my brothers and sisters, 

I CANNOT SAY “WHO ART IN HEAVEN”,   if I am so occupied with earthly things that I am laying up no treasure there, 

I CANNOT SAY “HALLOWED BE THEY NAME”,  if I, who am called by his name, am not holy, 

I CANNOT SAY “THY KINGDOM COME”,   if I am not doing all in my power to hasten its coming, 

I CANNOT SAY “THY WILL BE DONE”,    if I am questioning, resentful of, or disobedient to, his will for me, 

I CANNOT SAY “ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN”  if I am not prepared to devote my life here to his service, 

I CANNOT SAY “GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD” if I am not prepared to share the loaf with all the Father’s other children, 

I CANNOT SAY “FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES AS WE 

  FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESSPASS”, if I harbor a grudge against anyone, 

I CANNOT SAY “LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION”, if I deliberately place myself, or remain, in a position where I am  

       likely to be tempted, 

I CANNOT SAY “DELIVER US FROM EVIL”,   if I am not prepared to fight it in the spiritual realm wit the weapon of  

       Prayer, to make sacrifices for the sake of social justice, 

I CANNOT SAY ‘THINE IS THE KINGDOM”,   if I do not accord the King the disciplined obedience of a loyal subject, 

I CANNOT SAY “THINE IS THE POWER”,   if I fear what other people may do, or what my neighbours may think; if 

       I ever render to ‘Caesar’ what is due to God, 

I CANNOT SAY “THINE IS THE GLORY”,   if I am seeking glory for myself, 

I CANNOT SAY “FOR EVER AND EVER”,   if my horizon is bounded by the things of time, 

I CANNOT SAY “AMEN”,     if I do not add ‘Cost what it may’. 

  

Submitted by Margaret Hitchcock 
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Wednesday evening 7.30-9.30pm 

at Shaftesbury Street Methodist 

Church, Newport. NP20 5JH. 

Here is what some of the mem-

bers say about belonging to the 

choir: 

“We have lots of fun”   “We all 

support each other”  “you be-

come part of a family” 

Our concert dates are: 

26th October, Concert to 

support Bethal Community 

Church in Haverlock St Pres-

byterian Church Newport. 

6th December, St Hilda's Grif-

fithstown (Christmas Tree 

Festival) 

8th December - Newport     

Cantorion Sanctaidd are a 

mixed voice choir that offers 

an entertaining programme of 

short pieces including light mu-

sic, hymns, spirituals and wor-

ship songs.  We bring together 

choristers with a Christian 

faith from across the area. 

With mixed ability and experi-

ence, we aim to positively im-

pact our community and as 

such regularly raise funds for 

organisations and participate in 

events. 

Cantorion Sanctaidd is always 

pleased to welcome anyone 

with a genuine interest in find-

ing out more about joining 

us.  We rehearse every 

Cathedral (Lunchtime Con-

cert) 

Cantorion Sanctaidd are very 

much looking forward to 

being part of the Usk Choral 

Festival next March. 

 

Richard Price 

Friday 14th December 2018 is JOL-

LY JUMPER day raising funds for 

St David’s Hospice.  Why not or-

ganise a JOLLY JUMPER event ?  

A Coffee Morning, Afternoon Tea, 

Mulled wine and mince pies, a 

Christmas Carol event, or a quiz.  

There are lots of things you can or-

ganise to raise the profile of, and 

funds for St David’s Hospice.  

@missionmonmouth  #lovewithoutlimit 

Griffithstown Charity Challengers—money raised 

Fundraising for year: 

Afternoon tea St. David's Hospice…............................£300.00 

Noah' Ark Classic Car Show.........................................£512.86 

Wales Air Ambulance....................................................£532.67 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTS OUR      

CHARITY FUNDRAISING AND GIVING. 

Music Makers  
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