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WELCOME TO OUR CHURCHES
If you are new to church or visiting, 

or if you would like communion to be brought to you in your seat, 
please make yourself known to the sidesperson

5th January 2020 – Epiphany  (Christmas II)  
THE WEEK AHEAD  

Monday 6th January  
1900 All Saints, Pen-y-Fai Bell-Ringing Practice 

Tuesday 7th 
1900 The Vicarage, Laleston Benefice Leadership 

Team mtg
1915 St David’s Church Hall Social Committee 

meeting 
Wednesday 8th 
0930               St David’s, Laleston                        Holy Eucharist 

Thursday 9th 
1100               The Pheasant, Pen-y-Fai               Knit ‘n’ Natter

Friday 10th 
1300 St David’s Church, Laleston       Funeral 

Sunday 12th - Christmas III 
1030             All Saints, Pen-y-Fai Benefice Eucharist and 

Foodbank Sunday 

Find us online at http://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/L545/
or on Facebook at 

merthyr mawr, st teilo’s church 
penyfai all saints church penyfai 
Laleston st david’s church 

about:blank


Collect 
Gracious  God, who by the leading of a star, manifested your only Son to the
peoples of the earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you now by faith, 
may at last behold your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen 

A reading from the Old Testament book of the prophet Isaiah     (60: 1-6)
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon
you. For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but the Lord will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on 
their nurses’ arms.
Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because 
the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations 
shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and 
Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and 
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord.

Psalm 72 (10-15)
10 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute,
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts.

11 May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service.

12 For he delivers the needy when they call,
    the poor and those who have no helper.

13 He has pity on the weak and the needy,
    and saves the lives of the needy.

14 From oppression and violence he redeems their life;
    and precious is their blood in his sight.

15 Long may he live! May gold of Sheba be given to him.
May prayer be made for him continually,
    and blessings invoked for him all day long.

A reading from St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians                            (3: 1-12)
This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of 
you Gentiles for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s 
grace that was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made known to
me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will 
enable you to perceive my understanding of the mystery of Christ. 

In former generations this mystery was not made known to humankind, as it 
has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that is,
the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the same body, and 
sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.
Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace 
that was given to me by the working of his power. 
Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to 
bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, and to make 
everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places. 
This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and 
confidence through faith in him.

A reading from the Gospel according to St Matthew                   (2: 1-12) 
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 
men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have 
come to pay him homage.’ 
When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. 
They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the 
prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.”’
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring 
me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ 
When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went 
the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 
the child was. 
When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure-chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. 
And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their 
own country by another road.

Post communion prayer 
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the nations seek: may we who with the
wise men have been drawn by your light, discern the glory of your presence
in your Son, the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Monthly Benefice Eucharist & Foodbank Sunday 

Next Sunday (Sunday 12th January) we will gather at All 
Saints Church, Pen-y-Fai at 1030 for our monthly 
Benefice Eucharist and Foodbank Sunday. 
Anyone joining us for worship next week is invited to bring 
a donation for the Bridgend Foodbank. 

Currently, the urgently needed items include tinned meat, fish, carrots, 
sweetcorn, potatoes, rice pudding and custard as well as cereals, instant 
mash, small jars of coffee, UHT milk or long-life juices, chocolate, biscuits, 
crisps and snacks.

In December it was revealed that there are now more Foodbanks in Britain 
than branches of McDonalds – so thank you all for your continued support: it 
is much more needed than we might at first appreciate or wish to believe.  

Please also remember that there are boxes located at each church in which 
you can leave donations for the local hygiene banks. Both food and 
hygiene banks are keen to receive toiletries, shower gel, toothpaste etc  

Please contact Anthony if you would like a name to be added to our Benefice-wide, 
prayer lists. It will remain for four weeks only, after which Anthony should be 
contacted again if the need remains

Ministry of healing
(for your prayers)

Helen Waters         Wilfred Turner
Sue Walters             Carol Jones
Sheila Langdon     Marilyn Davies
David                      June 

Recently  Departed
(for the families of) 

Joyce Jones
Godfrey Hurley                Patricia Hurley 
   

Readings for:
Sunday 12th January –
The Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 42: 1-9
Psalm 29

Acts 10: 34-43
Matthew 3: 13-17

Clergy Contact Details
Anthony’s Day off is Thursday 

Anthony Beer, The Vicarage,
Rogers Lane, Laleston CF32 0LB

Tel : 01656  859 487
e-mail : blammp2013@gmail.com     

about:blank


Thought(s) ‘n’
smiles for 
the week 

with thanks to Facebook’s Contemplative Monk and Mindful Christianity pages

               

Sunday Services for
January 2020

 

Week St David’s,
Laleston
1030

All Saints, 
Pen-y-Fai

1030

St Teilo’s,
Merthyr Mawr

1030

5th  Shared Epiphany service 
@ St David’s, Laleston

Holy Eucharist
0830

12th  Benefice Eucharist & Foodbank Sunday 
@ All Saints Pen-y-Fai 

19th 
Morning Prayer 

Holy Eucharist
0830

Holy Eucharist Morning Prayer 

26th 
Holy Eucharist  Morning Prayer 

Holy
Eucharist

0830 

Holy Eucharist 
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Croeso 
200 / 100 Clubs,

Planning Meeting for 2020 Social Events
An open meeting will be held in the 
Community Room at All Saints Church at 
1030 am on Wednesday January 15th 
2020, to plan and co-ordinate social 
activities for the year. 
All, from across the Benefice, are welcome 
to attend but representatives from each 
Church are encouraged to be present. 
Further details (if needed) are available from
Jenny Morgan or Delyth Parry 

Croeso – the Diocesan magazine for Llandaff

Please note that the latest edition of Croeso is now 
avalilable for collection from the back of each of our
churches but don’t just take one -  please take a 
little extra for a friend or neighbour and do your bit 
to tell our story and spread the good news !

    Croeso has also recently gone digital so if you’d rather get  
    your fix of Diocesan news online then check it out at : 
       https://issuu.com/llandaffdiocese/docs/croeso_winter_2019_

St David’s 200 Club / All Saints 100 Club
 Members of St David’s 200 Club and All Saints 100 Club are 
reminded that subscriptions for 2019 are now due. 
Both clubs are open to all members across the Benefice and further 
details are available from Martin or Wendy Edey  (St David’s) or 
Mary-Lynne Marshall (All Saints) 

Church
Meetings 

Upcoming Church Meetings – Dates to note
The next round of church meetings is upon 
us already and those involved (or interested 
in attending open Church Council meetings) 
are asked to note the following details. 
Please note that all of this information will be
(or has already been) confirmed by e-mail. 
Agendas and any appropriate papers will 
also be distributed electronically unless 
other arrangements are made. 

  Benefice Leadership Team meeting -  Tuesday 7th Jan,   
  7pm @ the Vicarage, Laleston 
  St David’s Church Council, proposed for Tuesday 14th   
  Jan, 7pm, venue TBC  (still to be confirmed)
  St Teilo’s Church Council, Wednesday 15th Jan, 7pm, 
  venue TBC 
  Laleston & Merthyr Mawr PCC, Monday 20th Jan, 7pm,   
  venue TBC 
  Pen-y-Fai PCC meeting – Tuesday 21st Jan, 7pm,  
  venue TBC
  Joint PCC Meeting (Laleston & Merthyr Mawr plus Pen-y-
  Fai), Monday 3rd February, 7pm @ St David’s Church
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