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“When you get home, what will you remember about us?” 
 
Welcome to the 2018 Annual Report for the Benefice of Laleston & Merthyr Mawr 
with Pen-y-Fai.  
But what, I wonder, will you remember most about 2018?   
 
In 2018, our Benefice had it’s 5th birthday: three churches, two Parishes (both 
structured differently) and one single Benefice. Three distinctive and equal parts, 
making one whole … I’m sure I’ve heard of something to do with three-in-one before! 
Anyway, our 5th birthday wasn’t something we celebrated and, in truth, it kind of just 
slipped by (not something we’ll do in 2023!)…but we had our 5th birthday just the 
same.  
  
Elsewhere in this report your Church Wardens have told the story of 2018 for each 
individual church, so it’s probably worth noting from the outset that as a Benefice, 
and in the course of the year, we have delivered almost 400 services, we have held 
almost 30 PCC / Church Council / Benefice Leadership meetings, and we have 
staged / organised / participated in somewhere in the region of 40 social events 
(ranging from the enormously complex to the considerably more intimate).  
 
I think it’s fair to say that we’ve been busy … and that we have much to celebrate 
and be thankful for.  
But what, I wonder, will you remember most about 2018? 
 
When the three churches of our Benefice put together the job description for their 
new Priest-in-Charge, the emphasis they put on it was one of building a Benefice 
and a shared identity. And so, five years into being “The Benefice of Laleston & 
Merthyr Mawr with Pen-y-Fai”, (and two and a bit years into my time here) perhaps 
this is a good time to check how we’re doing against these things and to ask 
ourselves questions about how it is that we (both individually and collectively) want 
to be seen and known: what are the values that we seek to espouse and be known 
through, and also how are we to measure “success”.  
 
Before I was even licensed here, I was asked if I’d consider leaving if I hadn’t 
doubled congregation numbers within three years. My answer at the time was that it 
was more important to do the little things right – to put first things first – rather than to 
focus on bigger things like numbers or statistics. My view on that hasn’t changed.  
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But I mention the question because it does shines an interesting light on how we – 
particularly as Christians – not only measure success, but even more importantly 
determine the criteria that we will use in making these judgements. In other words, it 
asks us about where we place our priorities, and I firmly believe that success is all 
about knowing your priorities and getting the balance right.  
 
Measuring success is complex, after all a fish will always be considered a failure if it 
is measured against how well it can climb a tree (!) … and – as many a millionaire 
will also testify - you can reach the top of as many ladders as you like, but if they’re 
leaning against the wrong wall then it’s a pretty wasted effort. 
 
For us as Christians, determining our priorities involves us asking – and answering 
honestly – searching questions about who and what we are, and also about how 
those outside our community already see us.  
   
Do we – for example – wish to be known as followers of the one whose name we 
bear? Are we open, accessible, welcoming? Can we be seen as people who 
epitomise the virtues of 1 Corinthians 13 or Galatians 5? Or are we more wrapped 
up in measuring success by a more “worldly” yardstick. Do we pre-occupy ourselves 
with inward looking concerns, with bank-balances, protectionism and bums-on-seats 
(but not on “my” seat).   
And that’s not to say that some of these things aren’t important: they are.  
But prioritising for us is not necessarily about what’s important – it’s about how we 
are known and the things by which we want to be identified.  
It’s about how we want to be remembered in the aftermath of people having had 
contact with us. 
 
Of course what we really want to do – and what we’re really all about – is sharing the 
unconditional, all embracing love of God that we find displayed in Jesus.  
In this respect I am a big advocate of the so-called “Ministry of Welcome”, something 
which is all about being as accessible, welcoming and accommodating as we can 
possibly be (to all people), about giving people space and the right opportunity to 
have their own encounter with God … and it’s about not putting any barriers between 
anyone and God.  
 
Often people will say “ah, but it’s so difficult to share that love when we’re not doing 
much “outreach” work”, and in some respects this is true. Indeed, perhaps it ought to 
prompt us to think about how we balance all of our various activities and to ask 
questions about whether we’re doing too much for ourselves and “within”, and not 
enough that involves us going out. 
 
However, Mission is not always something that has to happen “out there” and for us 
in particular (because I’m sure it’s not quite the same in other Benefices) our 
buildings – and our delivery of the so-called “Occasional Offices” (Baptisms, 
Weddings and Funerals) – can also be a great opportunity to reach out to those we 
would normally not encounter.  
 
Last year we had around 70 such services in our church buildings, and these 
services brought to us somewhere around 4,700 visitors, mostly people who are not 
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regular churchgoers, and many of whom haven’t a clue about what we stand for in 
church, let alone how to behave when they come to us.  
What we do and the way we engage with these people, the way in which we show 
them the love of God, is crucial and for the time being at least may well form the 
greater bulk of what we might call “mission” activity.  
It may not yield any increase in numbers on a Sunday morning but it nonetheless 
forms a significant part in any assessment of whether or not we are succeeding in 
sharing God’s love and telling a joyful story. I wonder how those 4,700 have 
remembered us when they’ve gone home.  
 
In each of the individual church reports that follow, the wardens have quite correctly 
identified that 2018 has been an incredibly busy year : there is a huge amount going 
on both in each individual church, and also on that broader canvas as we continue to 
develop our shared Benefice life and identity.  
 
On an even bigger canvas, Bishop June will (in the next few weeks) launch the new 
Diocesan Vision and this is expected to (also) guide us in how we prioritise 
expending our energies in the coming years.  
 
The new Diocesan Vision – which has been developed from a hugely inclusive 
sequence of consultation works - talks about shared aims built on key characteristics 
and comes to the whole “How do we wish to be known?” question from another 
different angle.  
If you want to know more about the Vision itself or about the Shared Aims of “Telling 
a joyful story”, “Growing the Kingdom of God” and “Building our capacity for good”, 
then do try to get along to the Diocesan Lenten sessions at Margam Abbey on 21st 
and 28th March and 4th and 11th April.  
If you’re an office holder in your church or if you’re on the PCC, then your attendance 
is expected!  
 
Although the new vision will quite rightly help us to prioritise in the coming months 
and years, we do – of course – still need to be able to asses how balanced we are in 
terms of the effort we put into the various aspects of church life.  
 
In this regard I also believe that there’s still a great benefit to looking at our church 
life through the lens of the Seven Sacred Spaces (7SS) model that The Diocese of 
Llandaff first introduced six years ago.  
The 7SS model is built around the Celtic belief that God does not “live” exclusively in 
any particular building on any particular day of the week, but that God and Godly 
living are to be found at the heart of daily life and in commonplace locations and 
events. 
As such 7SS still (I think) offers a neat and effective way to look at the life of a 
church (or Parish or Benefice) and identify which parts are already well established 
and active and fruit-bearing, and which parts might perhaps benefit from receiving a 
little more energy or attention.  
 
Elsewhere in this Annual Report, you’ll find that Olga and Mary (Wardens at St 
Teilo’s) have presented their report in a 7SS format and further on in my own report, 
I shall have a look at some of the things we’ve done on the  
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Benefice stage through a 7SS perspective. It’s a slightly different way of presenting 
things, so do let us know what you think of it.  
  
It falls largely to the church wardens, the treasurers and the various representatives 
of the associated church groups to recount in more detail how the year has unfolded 
for each individual organisation / church.  
I am grateful to all of them for not just the reports they have provided but for the 
phenomenal amounts of work, time effort and energy that they invest into leading all 
of these differing elements of church life through the year.  
 
Some parts of our communal life, however, are more Benefice-orientated in nature 
and these in particular allow me to reflect a little on how the year has unfolded, and 
to offer many more thank yous!  
 
I have said before that attempting to name names in giving out thanks to such a vast 
array of people, seems to me to be a recipe that is almost certain to cause offence, 
so I do hope that a more general thank you will not diminish the sincerity of the 
gratitude and there is, quite literally, a small army of people to whom great thanks is 
due for all that they have given to us.  
 
“Church” does not simply happen, and neither do any of the things that go into the 
making of it, so from wardens, treasurers, secretaries  and PCC/Church Council 
members, all the way through to organists, musicians, those who look after our 
buildings and churchyards, website and Facebook managers, Sunday school 
leaders, baptism, wedding and funeral helpers, group leaders, committee members, 
charity campaign co-ordinators, linen washers, eucharistic ministers, choristers, bell-
ringers, supplies orderers, readers, tea and coffee makers, event organisers…,  
the list is huge (and there are a significant number of you who fulfil more than one of 
those roles)…..  
But to all of you - and to any whose role has escaped me in this moment  
– I would just like to say a heartfelt and very big “thank you”, because our worship 
and our witness in this place – in other words our efforts to be the body of Christ and 
those who breathe God’s kingdom into Bridgend – would be all the poorer without 
you.   
 
I must – however - pay particular tribute and thanks to the Benefice Leadership 
Team composed of the wardens (Delyth Parry, Mary Lewis, Olga Woolfenden, 
Lesley Davies and Sue Bennett) plus Penny Williams and Arwyn Morgan who have 
put a huge amount of work into the year.  
 
Additional thanks are due from me to those who have helped deliver services 
throughout they year. This help has come principally from our readers Penny and 
Arwyn, and from some enormously loved and valued retired clergy in Rev’d Mike 
Lewis, Rev’d Canon David Lewis, Rev’d Anthony (Tony) Turner and –on occasion, 
Rev’d Pauline Williams and the Venerable Philip Morris: without their help the 
Sunday worship pattern would be very very different indeed. Other worship leaders 
have made no less a contribution and so my thanks also goes to Jenny Morgan and 
Delyth Parry, to Lesley Davies, Mary Lewis and to Olga Woolfenden.  Without the 
diligence and willingness to step-into-the-breach of all of them, our worship patterns 
would look very different, and our worship would be so much less varied and 
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nourishing. Further thanks are also due to former Bishop David Yeoman who (to the 
delight of so many) consecrated the new War Memorial stone at All Saints Church.  
 
Special mention also needs to be made by way of thanking those who in 2018 
stepped down from roles they had occupied and to those who stepped up (so-to-
speak).  
So to Vicar’s wardens Jenny Morgan (All Saints) and Gaynor Thomas (St David’s)  a 
most enormous thank you – and neither of them has truly stepped down, they’re just 
putting their energies into some other things for which we’re incredibly grateful.  
Then also to Hopkin Joseph who stepped down from the Laleston & Merthyr Mawr 
PCC (but again did not leave the arena of responsibility) another huge thank you…. 
and to Ivan and Joyce Hughes who stepped down from caretaking St David’s Church 
Hall and co-ordinating all the bookings 
And then to Sue Bennett (Vicar’s sub-warden at Laleston & Merthyr Mawr), Vicky 
Hek-Davies and Elaine & Phil Austin (Pen-y-Fai PCC), and to Menna David, Chris 
Brewer and Christina Bach (all L&MM PCC) and to Tiffany and James Morgan 
(bookings at St David’s Church Hall) – a big, big thank you to you all for coming 
onboard, and for all you have already given to these roles.  
 
2018 has been a busy year. A year when we have continued to push forward, and a 
year when we have done a dazzling (even dizzying) array of things.  
It has been busy and productive. It has given us much food for reflection, and it has 
also helped to build that solid foundation for all that may lie ahead. 
But we do also need (from time to time) to pause for a moment, reflect and pray, on 
what it is we’re doing and how we’re doing it, and just make sure that when it comes 
to measuring our success, we know what the criteria are for judging. I trust that this 
time of celebration, may also be that time to reflect.  
 
Thank you one and all so very much for all that you have done…and all that I’m sure 
you will continue to do.  
 
So what, I wonder, will you remember most about 2018  
– and what is it that you think others may remember about us when they get home.  
 
 

Diolch yn fawr iawn I chi gyd, 
Yours in Christ 

 
Anthony Beer 

March 2019  
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2018 and the Seven Sacred Spaces   
 
As has already been mentioned, Seven Sacred Spaces was a model adopted six 
years ago by the Diocese of Llandaff as a means for recognising God at the heart of 
daily living and for strengthening our life in Christ.  
What follows is a brief introduction to what is understood by each of the spaces, and 
a list of just some of the significant activities, achievements and changes of 2018 as 
seen through the 7SS lens. You will perhaps note that many of the activities are not 
exclusive to one sacred space alone. 
  
1) Cell (Pray. A place to be alone with God.) 
 

2) Chapel (Worship. A place to pray / worship with others.) 
 

3) Chapter (Decide.  A place of meeting and decision-making, carrying our faith with 
us in all aspects of life.) 
 

4) Cloister (Meet. That place of encounter.  Connecting the Church community and 
the world of which it is a part.) 
 

5) Garden (Work.  A place of labour and productivity.) 
 

6) Refectory (Share.  A place of hospitality and eating together.) 
 

7) Library (Study.  A place of knowledge and learning; both in terms of accessing 
and sharing it with others.) 
 

2018 – some of the year in view 
 
Cell / Chapel  
Two of our three churches are open all day every day and plans are afoot to open up 
the third at least on a semi-regular basis.   
Through the year we delivered almost 400 services of varying kinds and lengths. 
These included reflective, devotional and healing services as well as occasional 
offices, morning prayer and a variety of Eucharistic worship.  
We have also taken “church” outside our buildings and have continued to do Morning 
Prayer once a month in Pen-y-Fai school. The same school has also reintroduced 
Eucharist services after a gap of several years.  
 
Chapel 
Whilst major festivals continue to be celebrated at each individual church, shared 
services are now a normal part of our worship pattern.  
In addition to the celebration of some lesser festivals (ie Mothering Sunday, 
Pentecost and Harvest), we have shared numerous special occasions as “Benefice” 
eg candlelit Advent Carol Service, Advent and Lenten reflective complines, and a 
sequence of Summer “Songs of Praise” services.  
Those who are willing to try and engage with others universally speak of the benefits 
of sharing in worship and of the joys of experiencing worship in slightly different 
settings not to mention making new friends in faith (and in the inevitable fellowship 
that follows!) 
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Chapel 
Following the formation of a Ministry Area for Bridgend (we joined with the Parish of 
Newcastle and the Benefice of Coity, Nolton and Brackla with Coychurch in 
December 2017), the first two altar-swap Sundays took place this year, with Rev’d 
Canon Mike Komor presiding at All Saints, Pen-y-Fai and Rev’d Mark Broadway 
presiding at St Teilo’s. On the same Sunday’s (and going in the opposite direction!) 
Fr Anthony visited St Crallo’s (Coychurch) and Archdeacon John Lewis school 
(Brackla) as well as St Mary’s (Nolton).  
We also participated in the Archdeaconry Lenten sessions held at St Mary’s Church, 
Nolton where Bishop June gave a series of talks.  
 
Chapel / Refectory  
2nd Sunday monthly Benefice Eucharists are always followed by refreshments, and 
each church has one other Sunday each month where refreshments are served after 
worship and extended fellowship is encouraged.  
5th Sunday worship has become more varied and not necessarily Eucharistic. This 
has made for some lively, thought-provoking and entertaining worship whilst 
continuing to feature Bring ‘n’ Share lunches  
Both continue to be successful in encouraging and providing an opportunity for 
church members to feel a part of an extended church family and boosting numbers 
(they invariably attract more than any single church service would) – and the “feel-
good” factor that comes with it.  
 
 
Chapter / Chapel 
We have continued with the service pattern introduced in August 2017 which sees all 
three churches have a 1030 service each week (barring the 2nd Sunday of each 
month when we have our monthly Benefice eucharist).  
In addition to this, the early eucharist (0830) continued in rotation so that each 
church had one early eucharist service a month (there is no early service on the 2nd 
Sunday).  
Our 2nd Sunday monthly Benefice Eucharist has become established as part of our 
regular “pattern” and during the year also became designated as our “Foodbank” 
Sunday and thus provided a focussed opportunity for us to support the Bridgend 
Foodbank.  
 
 
Chapter / Cloister 
We have provided almost 70 “Occasional Office”, school and community group 
services through the  year and these have brought through our doors the best part of 
5,000 people, many of whom have little or no experience of church, worship and 
even of God. These have been excellent opportunities for us to extend God’s love to 
others and to create a welcome, warm impression – feedback suggests that they 
have been very well received and that we have made a good impression on those 
who come to us at these (often) significant points in life.  
At the other end of the scale, at least in terms of numbers, a small group from the 
Benefice went to a local residential home to sing Christmas Carols and it had a 
marked, positive impact on those who were present.  
We also introduced two new services this Christmas: the first was a Fancy Dress 
Nativity service at St David’s Church, Laleston and the second was a “Carols in the 
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Barn” service on a farm on the edge of Llantwit Major. Both were well-attended, 
varied in their form and received good (positive) feedback.  
St David’s Church, Laleston again hosted (for the Benefice, and arguably for the 
whole of Bridgend) a “First Communion of Christmas” service at 7.30pm on 24th 
December. They were again rewarded with a sizeable congregation including non-
regular churchgoers and a sprinkling of people from the wider Bridgend area.  
  
Chapter / Chapel / Cloister  
Plans have been approved by the PCC’s (and supported by local schools) for some 
regular Sunday worship to take place in our communities rather than our church 
buildings. Watch this space!  
 
Cloister  
Facebook pages for each of our churches continued during the year as was our 
Benefice website.   
All of these are regularly updated in order to remain relevant and accurate, and they 
are proving important in connecting us to a wider “congregation” – some updates on 
the Facebook pages get passed on through others and can reach thousands, raising 
awareness and increasing profile but also extending that sense of welcome to all 
through a different (and difficult to quantify) medium.   
These stages (or platforms) have become an integral part of our ability to reach 
wider audiences but they do require a lot of maintenance and updating. They present 
our Benefice and it’s churches as varied, positive, cheery, busy and enthusiastic. If 
you haven’t looked at them yet, then please do so…. 
 

Find us online at http://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/l545/ or on Facebook at  

 

 

 
merthyr mawr, st teilo’s church  
penyfai all saints church penyfai  
Laleston st david’s church  

 
 
Refectory 
In a year that has been bursting with social activity all across the Benefice  
A number of “shared” occasions stand out:  
The (belated) St David’s Day dinner and Harvest Supper (both at Seasons 
Restaurant in Bridgend) were two notable examples.  
So, also, were the August Bank Holiday Barbecue and Boules event and the “drop-
in” days at Llangasty  
Both occasions drew people from all three churches and both provided memorable 
and uplifting times – particularly around the food enjoyed at both. 
 
  

http://parish.churchinwales.org.uk/l545/
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Garden 
Bearing fruit in the form of charitable works is always pleasing to note and in many 
ways this can be considered to be the output of the work of the church, the work that 
we do to benefit and sustain others.  
Although each church has supported their own charitable causes through the year, 
there were a few that we tackled on a benefice-basis, such as our Christian Aid 
collection at Harvest, the collection of Christmas presents for inpatients at Glanrhyd 
hospital, the support given for Toilet Twinning as I ran the Great South Run in 
October and our ongoing commitment to the Bridgend Foodbank.  
 
 
Library / Cell / Chapel /Refectory  
This year we had two Benefice “drop-in” days at Llangasty retreat centre in the 
Brecon Beacons.  
Additional activities through Lent and Advent have taken the form of a series of 
reflective compline evenings (followed by the opportunity for fellowship and 
conversation) which have rotated through our three churches.  
These have attracted attendees from all three churches and provide considerable 
spiritual uplift for those who come along.  
Our Lenten reflective complines provided opportunity to learn and reflect on different 
aspects of faith and the devotional Good Friday service also provided much food for 
thought. All of them were followed by refreshments which allowed people to extend 
their fellowship but also to converse about what had been a shared experience and 
about how it had touched them or prompted thought.   
Our Advent complines featured a group of Benefice members who had journeyed to 
the Holy Land in September, sharing their experience, highlighting the things and 
places that had touched them (or not) on their pilgrimage, and affording others the 
opportunity to engage with them afterwards – again over some light refreshments.  
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1. Description of the Benefice. 
The Benefice of Laleston & Merthyr Mawr with Pen-y-Fai is situated in Bridgend 
in the County Borough of Bridgend.  It is in the Deanery of Bridgend and the 
Diocese of Llandaff. 

 
2. Dedications of the churches within the Benefice and their locations. 

 
               St David     Laleston 

St Teilo     Merthyr Mawr 
All Saints      Pen-y-Fai  

 
3. Object and Constitution 
 
The mission of the Benefice is to advance the Christian religion through local and 
worldwide activities. 
 
The Benefice comprises three churches in two Parishes – each Parish has its 
own Parochial Church Council: each individual Church has its own Treasurer and 
accounts. Joint costs e.g. clergy expenses, parish share are paid proportionately 
through the Benefice treasurer and Benefice account.  
 
The object of the Parochial Church Council’s (PCC’s) is to ensure that the life and 
work of the Church within the respective parishes helps to fulfil this mission, both 
locally and more widely. It is regulated by the Constitution of the Church in 
Wales.  
 
Both PCC’s hold an Annual Vestry Meeting and ensure that every member of the 
Council signs a declaration that they will be bound by the Constitution.  
 
The PCC’s are responsible inter alia for promoting the mission of the Church, for 
the respective parochial budgets and all expenditure there under, the care and 
maintenance of the Church fabric and of the churchyard and for action on any 
other matter referred to in accordance with the Constitution. 
 
The PCC’s are also the normal channel of communication between the 
parishioners and the Bishop of the Diocese 
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4. Names and addresses 

 
Incumbent: Rev’d. Anthony Beer 

The Vicarage, Rogers Lane, Laleston, CF32 0LB 
 

Bankers: Lloyds Bank PLC, Wyndham Street Bridgend, 
 

Benefice Account  
 

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  4,717 

Summary of  2018 activity   

Income 48,024  

Expenditure  49,424  

Overall Surplus/Loss  - 1,400  

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  3,317 

 

The Benefice Account receives a monthly standing order from each of the 
three churches making up the Benefice. This standing order covers the Parish 
Share (Quota) & extra benefice expenses and is calculated on a proportionate 
basis. There is no fundraising or other income stream for this account. Further 
detail on the income and expenditure for this account are available on request 
to blammp2013@gmail.com .  
The details in this summary have been independently verified before going to 
print.    
 

5. General Pattern of Sunday Services in the Benefice 
 

Services in the Benefice of 
Laleston & Merthyr Mawr with Pen-y-Fai through 2018  

 
Week St. David’s, Laleston 

10.30 
All Saints, Pen-y-Fai 

10.30 
St. Teilo’s, Merthyr Mawr 

10.30 

1 Morning Prayer 
(08.30 Holy Eucharist) 

Holy Eucharist /  
Morning Prayer 
(Alternate months) 

Holy Eucharist 

2 Benefice Eucharist 
(Rotates through the Benefice churches) 

3 Holy Eucharist Morning Prayer 
(08.30 Holy Eucharist) 

Holy Eucharist /  
Morning Prayer  
(Alternate Months) 

4 Holy Eucharist / 
Morning Prayer 
(Alternate Months) 

Holy Eucharist Morning Prayer 
(08.30 Holy Eucharist) 

5 1100 (am) 
Shared (Benefice) worship followed by bring and share lunch 

(Rotates through the Benefice churches) 

mailto:blammp2013@gmail.com
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6. The Parish of All Saints, Pen-y-Fai - description of the way the 
Parish is organised  

 
The Parish of All Saints, Pen-y-Fai is a single-church parish and has it own 
Parochial Church Council (PCC), made up of elected representatives from 
the congregation.  
 
The PCC meets on a regular basis to manage the affairs of All Saints 
Church, together with a treasurer and a secretary.  
The Church has it’s own accounts and deals with specific areas of 
expenditure eg insurance, repairs, some consumables, thus managing the 
day-to-day running of the Church. Pro-rata amounts are deposited into the 
Benefice Account for maintenance of ministry and the Parish Share – this is 
paid by monthly standing order.   

 
The Treasurer coordinates the Gift Aid Giving in the Benefice and manages 
the Inland Revenue rebates, 

 
 

7. Names of all persons who were PCC members during the financial year 
and any Parochial Office held. 
 

         Revd Anthony Beer Priest-in-Charge & Chair (Sept – present) 

         Mrs Delyth Parry  People's Warden 

         Mr Adrian Kendall  Treasurer,  

         Mrs Eurwen Owen Secretary,  

         Mrs Penny Williams  Co-opted, Licensed Reader  

Vacant  Vicar’s Warden  

Mrs Jennifer Morgan Elected 

     Mrs Eurwen Reynolds  Elected 

     Mr Robert Lyn Baker Elected 

     Mrs Elaine Austin Elected 

     Mr Philip Austin Elected 

     Mrs Wynn Griffiths  Elected 

     Mrs Geraldine Rees  Elected 

     Mrs Sian Lewis  Elected 

     Mr David Southwood Elected 

     Mrs Vicky Hek-Davies Elected 
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Finance 
 

Opening and Closing balances for the three All Saints accounts are detailed below 
and more detailed (independently examined) accounts will be presented to the 
Annual Vestry Meeting when it meets in March of 2019.  
 
Accounts summaries  
 
All Saints General (Unrestricted) Account Summary   
Bankers: Santander, Adair Street, Bridgend 
 

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018   16,661 

Overall Surplus/Loss   + 8,641 

   

Balance at 31.12.2018   25,302* 
 NB * - This figure includes two cheques not presented at the close of year and  

accounting for £315.  

 
All Saints General (Unrestricted Deposit) Account Summary   
Bankers: Santander, Adair Street, Bridgend 
 

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  26,038 

Overall Surplus/Loss     + 139 

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  26,177 

 
Churchyard Account  
Bankers: HSBC, Dunraven Place, Bridgend 
 

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018     7,201 

Overall Surplus/Loss   +1,747 

   

Balance at 31.12.2018     8,948 

 
 

NB: Further detail on these accounts (and those presented to the AVM will be 
available on request to blammp2013@gmail.com . 
 

 
  

mailto:blammp2013@gmail.com
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8. Individual Church Reports 

 
All Saints, Pen-y-Fai 

 
This year at All Saints we have had another year of good fellowship, fun and laughter 
as well as celebrating momentous events. 
We have shared many events with friends from Laleston and Merthyr Mawr as well 
as sharing in some of their events, bringing us closer as a Benefice. 
 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES. 
 

In January we hosted an open social planning meeting to discuss monthly events 
throughout the year. These were well attended and there was much laughter, fun 
and fellowship enabling us to enhance our church and charitable offerings. 
Events during the year included:- 

➢ A Beetle Drive and pancake evening held at the school – pancakes were 
provided by Anne and Adrian Kendall. 

➢ A St. David’s Day quiz and supper at the Pheasant. 
➢ During Lent we participated in weekly Lenten Lunches organised by the 

Aberkenfig and District Churches – all profits donated to charity, 
➢ A “Call my Bluff” at the Pheasant with a supper.  The panel were very adept at 

keeping the true meaning of the words hidden so that no-one knew who was 
giving the true answer!!!!! 

➢ An afternoon garden party at the home of Jenny and David Morgan.  
➢ A MacMillan Coffee Morning hosted by Val Trimlett. 
➢ Our usual “gift bag” tombola at the Village Fun Day. 
➢ A very successful and entertaining “Murder Mystery” Evening. 
➢ A very rewarding, thought provoking and again successful “Remembrance 

Week” to celebrate the end of WW1. 
➢ Christmas Social evening and annual raffle draw held at the Pheasant. 
 

All these events were well supported and we want to thank Lizzie and Anthony at the 
Pheasant for their continued support and encouragement.  
Thanks must also go to Val and Henry Trimlett for organising the Murder Mystery 
Evening and to Sonia for organising the buffet.  
My personal thanks goes to Jenny who made the relevant bookings and to everyone 
who came and supported us in these events. 
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A TIME FOR REFLECTION. 

 
This year sadly we this year we saw the passing of two of our congregation.  
At the end of February, we heard of the passing of Connie Say, who had spent many 
years in a nursing home in Sandfields, Port Talbot. Connie had been a vibrant, larger 
than life member of our congregation for many years prior to going to Sandfields and 
it was with great sadness but also great fondness that we bade her farewell. 
So too, at the end of June, we also lost (all too quickly and suddenly it seemed) our 
dear friend and much respected and loved member, Richie Mountjoy. Richie had 
been an enormous supporter and worker for our Church across many decades (in 
fact he’d been a member of All saints for more than half of it’s 115 years life) but he 
was also an immensely popular and lovingly regarded member of the village having 
also been Headmaster at Pen-y-Fai school. Richie’s death seemed to come out of 
nowhere and he is sadly missed by all. 
 
Festival of Remembrance  
To commemorate the Centenary of the ending of the First World War on 11 
November, 1918, a “Community Festival of Remembrance” was held at All Saints 
Church and Smyrna Baptist Chapel from Saturday 10 November, 2018 to Sunday 18 
November, 2018.  
 
Jenny wrote this very moving account of events of the week, so I have included this 
as it expresses everything that needs to be said.  
 
“Huge thanks are extended to all who comprise the community of Penyfai and who 
contributed to, and/or supported the Smyrna Baptist Chapel and All Saints' Church 
village Festival of Remembrance from 10th to 18th November.  
 
The very moving opening ceremony was introduced by the Reverend Alwyn Evans 
of Smyrna Baptist Chapel and Penny Williams of All Saints' Church and was 
attended by the AM for Bridgend, Mr Carwyn Jones, Councillor Altaf Hussain, Mrs. 
Heidi Bennett the Director of BAVO and Daniel Salemi Mayor of Llangenau in 
Germany. The children of All Saints finished with prayers. Alan Bourne, Director of 
Music at RAF St. Athan, ended the ceremony with his rendition of the Last Post. 
 
During the well attended Remembrance Sunday service, which was lead by Penny 
Williams, the beautiful new village war memorial plaque, generously provided by 
Stephen, Andrew and Ryan of Penybont Funeral and Monumental Mason Services, 
was dedicated by The Very Reverend Bishop David Yeoman and the moving 
address was given by the Reverend Alwyn Evans. 
 
On November 12th, the pupils of years 3 and 4, introduced by Head Teacher, Mr 
Mike Street, and guided by Deputy Head Teacher, Mr Trevor White, presented their 
exceptional tribute to the fallen for fellow pupils, staff, family members and visitors 
who, later, took time to view their outstandingly creative church display. 
 
In the days following, hundreds visited both Smyrna Chapel and All Saints' Church to 
view the very beautiful tributes, presented by groups and individuals from across the 
whole community, to those who lost their lives that we might live in peace in our 



17 

 

small village of Penyfai. A very special, and emotional, family tribute, 'Letters From 
Four Brothers', was made by Eirwen Owen.  There were displays of items and 
memorabilia relating to the First and Second World Wars, the centenaries of the 
Royal Air Force and “Votes for Women”, the history of Pen-y-Fai over the last 100 
years and other projects relating to the theme of “Remembrance”. The WI made a 
fitting tribute of a Poppy Cascade from the pulpit.  
 
 In addition, throughout the village, there were 15, 'There But Not There' silhouettes, 
generously donated by the Armed Forces Covenant Trust Fund, each one 
representing one person named on the newly installed war memorial and 
accompanied by information about those who lost their lives during either WWI or 
WWII.  We extend thanks for the research skills of Mr. Mike Smith, former Penyfai 
lad, who now lives in Porthcawl and whose half brother, William Anthony Dearman, 
is named on the Penyfai memorial stone.  
 
On Friday of festival week, many came together for a truly inspiring 'Remembrance 
Songs of Praise' at Smyrna Chapel which was organised by Mr Peter David who also 
displayed his skills as an outstanding organist.  
The event was led by the Reverend Alwyn Evans and the Reverend Anthony Beer. 
The hymns were chosen by members of both All Saints' Church and Smyrna Chapel 
and were interspersed with very poignant poems.  
After the exertion of the rousing singing, an exceptional supper, provided by the 
ladies of Smyrna, was very much enjoyed by all. 
 
Festival week finally, and, for many, sadly, ended with an extremely well attended 
Sunday morning Benefice service at All Saints' Church which was led by the children 
with the help of the Reverend Anthony Beer. 
Special thanks go to the people of Penyfai and the wider community; the Reverend 
Alwyn Evans and all Smyrna Chapel congregation members, especially the children; 
the Reverend Anthony Beer, Penny Williams and all parishioners of All Saints' 
Church, especially the children; the wonderful ladies of the W.I., the 'Knit and Natter' 
group and the Ladies' Club; the staff and pupils of Penyfai Primary School; the staff 
and pupils of the Old School House Nursery; Lizzie and Anthony at the 'Pheasant' 
public house; Elinor and Sanjeev at Court Colman Manor and Linda Feagan at the 
Dogs' Trust.   
The whole event was an outstanding success, and a fitting tribute to all who fell that 
we might live in peace.” 
 
Footnote: A very big and sincere  “Thank You” must be said to Jenny Morgan , who 
was responsible for organising the whole event as well as being responsible for 
dealing with the forms, formalities etc for getting permission for the installation of the 
War Memorial. This was a big undertaking and it is thanks to Jenny that at long last it 
was achieved. 
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CONTINUING TO GROW TOGETHER. 
 

As a Benefice we continue to grow and flourish. There is a growing support for the 
joint Benefice services held on the second Sunday of the month as well as for the 
joint services held on the fifth Sunday when we celebrate with a ‘bring and share’ 
lunch afterwards. 
 
The Lenten and Advent Compline services continue to be a success and much 
appreciated by all who attended.  
In addition, the Lenten Services at Nolton were very informative and gave everyone 
who attended a chance to meet with Bishop June - the new Bishop of the Llandaff 
Diocese.  
 
The service rota introduced during 2017 was left untouched throughout 2018 and 
people seem to have settled into the new pattern with several people observing that 
they are happier with services at the same time every week (with only the second 
Sunday changing from church to church). 
 
Links with the school have flourished under the new head Mr. Street and the school 
have made far more use of the church during the academic year.  
We have had the children leading services for their peers as well as for their parents 
and at Christmas, the pupils of year 3 led a Christmas Carol service which was very 
well attended and appreciated.  Going in the other direction (!) church has also 
started to go to school and our monthly Morning Prayer services in school (4th 
Tuesday of each month) have been increasingly well supported by staff.  
 
In similar vein, we were delighted to welcome the School House Nursery once again 
for their Christmas concerts – the two evenings were a sell out with parents coming 
to support. The parents /grandparents of both these concerts and the school 
Christmas concert were delighted to be served with tea/coffee and homemade mince 
pies and Welsh cakes and generously donated to church funds to show their 
appreciation. A very big ‘Thank You’ for those from the congregation who baked for 
us and who came to help serve the refreshments and of course having the bonus of 
seeing the concerts - it was all very much appreciated and a lovely start to the 
Christmas week.  
 
Remaining on the Christmas theme – Christingle was again a great success with the 
church overflowing with children and parents – and it was the same with the candlelit 
carol service which followed.  
Both services this year were led, guided by Penny, Lisa, Trish, and by the young 
members of our faithful little Sunday group. They performed the song –“The 12 Days 
of Christmas” and explained the meaning of the words of the carol.  
As the church was full to capacity they were slightly overawed but they have since 
performed it on a Sunday Morning for everyone to see.  
The 11pm service led by Father Anthony was also well attended this year with many 
visitors as well as our own faithful congregation.  
 
As has been the case in recent times, The ‘Posada’ once again went on tour with 
Mary and Joseph enjoying the added company of a dog, cat and penguin. Who is to 
say that the animals weren’t in the ‘know’ about the imminent birth of our Saviour!!  
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This year the joint Harvest Thanksgiving Service was well attended and held at St. 
David’s Laleston.  
Once again the church was beautifully decorated and people gave generously with 
donations going to the Bridgend food bank. The fresh produce was donated to a 
local retirement home and they were delighted to receive it.  
 
In June there was a Benefice ‘Drop in’ day at Llangasty Retreat Centre Brecon. It 
was enjoyed by those able to go and plans are being developed for a residential 
retreat of 3-4 nights duration, in July 2019.  
 
The wardens continue to meet every month (mostly in the Vicarage at Laleston) to 
discuss any matters arising and as a treat are served with delicious home-made 
cake – thank you Elaine 
 

THE COMMUNITY ROOM. 
 
The Community Room continues to be well-utilised during the year.   
From a church perspective, the room is used both for PCC and other church 
meetings and also as the centre for refreshments when we have our Benefice 
Services and on the fourth Sunday of the month.  
 
Beyond these purely church uses however, the room continues to be used for a 
number of reasons by differing groups.  
 
Knit and Natter group continues to meet in the Community Room with donations of 
knitted items being sent to Flying Start as well as to other organisations. The W.I. 
use the room for their craft sessions and constitutional meetings.  Councillor Altaf 
Hussain holds his surgery consultation sessions there on a regular basis.  
The Community Room is also home to the Sunday Morning (parent/child) group 
under the guidance of Trisha Owen and her daughter Lisa. Everyone in the 
congregation looks forward to hearing the children report on their activities in the 
‘show and tell’ session at the end of the morning service. 
It is a credit to Trish and Lisa that the group is thriving and that the children all enjoy 
their time in church – ‘thank you’ to you both.  
 

CHARITABLE WORK & FUND RAISING. 
 

As in the past we have ensured that we support various organisations with our 
charitable giving and fund raising activities. 
 
As mentioned previously, All Saints participated in hosting a Lenten Lunch using 
Smyrna’s vestry. All profits from each Saturday luncheon were collected and 
donated to charity. 
 
It was unanimously agreed by all who attended the social planning meeting, that 
following a direct request for help, all profit from the April events – the Benefice meal 
at Seasons’ Restaurant and the ‘Call my Bluff Evening’ – would be donated to the 
National Children’s Choir of the UK. They aimed to bring Nujeen and Nasreen, two 
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Syrian young ladies, from Germany to Birmingham, to hear a libretto composed in 
their honour. Nasreen had pushed Nujeen in a wheelchair from Syria to Germany.  
 
This year donations were made to various cancer charities including Macmillan as a 
result of an afternoon tea held at the home of Jenny and David Morgan and a coffee 
morning held at Val Trimlett’s home.   Many thanks go to them both for opening up 
their homes.  
We also supported, among others with our charitable giving and fund raising 
activities -  Tŷ Hafan, the Guide Dogs, Wallich, CLAPA – Cleft Lip and Palate 
Association . 
 
In addition it is wonderful to be able to report that as a result of our very successful 
Remembrance Festival, we were able to donate a substantial amount to ‘Help for 
Heroes’ in Treforest and the Welsh Section of the British Legion.  
 
As is usual our ‘gift bag’ table at the village fete was very successful and was a quick 
sell out. 
 
We were given the opportunity to sponsor Rev. Anthony on his run in Southampton 
for his charity linked with Toilet Twinning. He was delighted to announce that he was 
able to purchase more toilets than he originally planned to buy. 
   
Our Fair Trade Stall still continues and all sales in church are used to supplement 
the income to the Fair Trade initiative.  
This year Jan in the Fair Trade shop in Cardiff, announced that we had in fact 
contributed more than £1,000 to the initiative. Thank you Trish for your support as it 
is you who sorts out the financial side of this project. 
 
A thank you must go to Marylynne Marshall who willingly took over the 100 club last 
year. It is growing in numbers, but there is still room for more.  
 
Grateful thanks must also go to our Treasurer, Adrian Kendall and to our Gift Aid 
Secretary Lewis Marshall, for overseeing all matters financial – where would we be 
without them!!! 

 
REACHING OUT AND SHARING WITH OTHERS. 

 
Various members of church still continue to participate in the ‘Open the 
Book’ assembly sessions at various local schools, thanks to the organising skills of 
Val Trimlett.  
They are always made to feel welcome and valued by pupils and staff alike.   
 
On the last Tuesday morning of the month, instead of having Morning Prayer in 
church, we little band hold it in Pen-y-Fai School. We are usually joined by some of 
the staff and more often than not by Mr, Street, the very busy head- teacher. It gives 
us all especially them, a time for quiet refection before the start of a busy school day.  
 
Many have also enjoyed the fellowship and delicious soup, when attending the 
ADUC Lenten Lunches. We are especially grateful to the members of Smyrna 
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Chapel for the allowing us to use their vestry when we prepare our Saturday lunch 
time offering of soup and a roll.  
 
One new initiative launched in 2017 was the Postcard from Pen-y-Fai. This 
publication is aimed at publicising (on a bi-monthly basis and) in one single 
document the many activities and events that happen across Pen-y-Fai.   
“The Postcard” was the idea of David Southwood and it continues to be co-
ordinated, written and produced by David who has worked hard to engage with a 
wide range of groups around the village. Production numbers range around 220-240 
copies per issue with sometimes larger numbers being printed to anticipate potential 
for greater demand where there are significant village events taking place 
 
During the summer of 2018, a new initiative was introduced to focus our support for 
the local Foodbank and as a result every second Sunday (when we have a 
combined Benefice service) has now been designated as a Food Bank Sunday. The 
response to this co-ordinated approach has been positive and everyone has been 
very generous in their donations. Steve Komor collects the donations and takes them 
to the centre ready to be sorted for distribution.  
 
Christmas 2018 also saw another new venture of support when Penny collected and 
delivered donations of gifts – both for men and women - to the patients of Glanrhyd 
Hospital. Most of them do not have any visitors so would not receive any gifts at all. 
Penny and the staff were delighted with the response and the patients there had 
more than one gift to open – you can only imagine the joy they felt. A big ‘THANK 
YOU,’ to all who generously donated to those who are worse off than us.  
 
 

SPECIAL OCCASIONS. 
 
This year we were blessed with an increase in marriages and baptism. 
We were delighted to have thirteen weddings and fourteen baptisms during the year 
at All Saints. Peter David who plays the organ for the weddings was kept very busy 
as were the bell ringing team. The organ and the sound of the bells ringing out 
certainly makes the day even more special for the couples getting married.  
 
Thanks goes to David, Ken and Gwyn for the time they give in the up keep of the 
bells. Thanks also go to David who oversees the heating in church, ensuring that not 
only is the church warm on a Sunday morning, that it is warm for weddings but also 
on Tuesday morning for Morning Prayer – very much appreciated. 
 

 
SUMMARY. 

 
To summarise, 2018 has again been a very busy but fulfilling year, with a wide 
variety of experiences both happy and sad.  
We said a sad farewell to Connie Say, even though she had been in a nursing home 
for many years. Even sadder was the farewell we had to say to our dear friend and 
very valued parishioner Richie Mountjoy. He is sadly missed by us all and we 
celebrate his devotion not only to the church but also to the school, where he was 
the headmaster.  
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The clock has continued to give us trouble through the year but thanks to the 
dedication and determination of David, Adrian and the clock restorers, we hope that 
the problems have now been solved. Everyone has remarked how lovely it is to hear 
the clock chime out though hours during the daytime.  
 
We also wish to thank Kenn Collier, Lewis Marshall and Gwyn Owen for working with 
and helping David Oates with regard to any concerns we have about the church 
building, grounds and bell maintenance. They are ready and willing to help in any 
way possible. 
 
Special thanks is extended to all who readily take on the role of readers, sides 
duties, intercessor and to those who provide refreshments on various occasions 
through the year.  
Thanks also to Jenny who has continued to undertake the task of co-ordinating the 
lists and ensuring that everyone knows when their turn arises.  
 
We must not forget of course to thank someone who is with us every Sunday and 
hides away in the organ loft. Thank you Wynne, for your help in choosing all the 
suitable hymns and for playing every Sunday, at the occasional funeral and 
whenever else the need arises.  
Thanks must also go to Anne Kendall, who is willing to step in and play when Wynne 
is unable to for any reason. A big ‘Thank You’ to you both. 
 
Thanks must also go to someone else who just gets on with the work needed. Thank 
you Eurwen for all the work you do with the flowers through the year and for 
organising helpers to make the church look its best at Easter and Christmas. She is 
also at hand to help and offer advice, if needed, to those getting married. She also 
organises with the help of the ‘Flower Ladies’ the usual Christmas grave and home 
floral arrangements. 
 
We must also thank the retired clergy who have supported us throughout the year - 
to the Rev. Mike Lewis and Rev. Anthony Turner. We also thank the (now Very) Rev. 
Canon Mike Komor, the recently appointed Archdeacon for Margam, who came to us 
on the first altar swap weekend back in May.   
All Saints was his home church, so we hope he enjoyed the experience as much as 
we did. It’s not the first time he has been with us as he filled in during the 
interregnum, but this was the first ‘Altar Swap’ weekend since the formation of our 
Ministry Area across Bridgend. 
 
Under the guidance of Fr. Anthony, Penny and Arwyn our Benefice has grown and 
flourished.  
All Saints Church is active in many ways but without the help and support of the 
above many things would not have been possible. The members of the congregation 
also contribute in their own way. 
We are a close church family and this now includes those members from St. David’s 
and St.Teilo’s. Continuing to work, play and worship together will make us stronger 
as a Benefice to face whatever is before us in the future. 
My thanks goes to all the members who have supported the many activities this year 
and who have supported me in my role as warden. 
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To finish, I have a very special person to thank for her friendship, support and advice 
through the year. At times it has been difficult being the only warden and not wanting 
to burden  Anthony with all my concerns.  However Jenny has always been willing to 
listen and offer help, advice and to remind me if I had forgotten to do anything.  
THANK YOU.  
 

Delyth Parry  
February 2019 

 
All Saints Sunday Group  
  

Most Sunday mornings during the service in the main church, a number of children 
(usually 6-10 in number) gather in the community room. 
 
They mostly work with activities based on the “Searchlights” series by David Adams 
and these sessions link the activities with which the children engage to the Gospel 
reading for the day. Sometimes too, the children will do different activities linked to 
Parish themes. 
 
The children listen and then do written or creative activities linked to what they have 
learned. 
 
The sound system linking the Community Room to the main body of the church 
allows the children and their leaders to hear the service and thus to stay in physical 
contact with what is happening in church and when the eucharist/communion part of 
the service is reached the children’s group join the rest of the congregation in church 
so that they can go up to the altar for a blessing or Communion.  
They then stay with the congregation for the final prayers and hymns.  
On the occasion of a family service, we will stay in the congregation for the entire 
service  
 
Father Anthony always makes time for a “Show and Tell” session at the end of the 
service and the children have really enjoyed sharing the things they have done with 
the wider congregation, sometimes they also sing songs they have learned and the 
rest of the congregation are encouraged to join in (especially where there are 
actions).  
Members of the congregation frequently tell the children how much they enjoy the 
show ‘n’ tell part of the service, the children have particularly enjoyed this and it has 
made them feel very much connected to – and a part of – what happens at All 
Saints.  

Trisha Owen  
February 2019 

 
Bell Ringers  
As a ringing team we have been very busy this year with thirteen weddings, 
something which has not been helped by the fluctuations in weather as (for those 
who don’t know) bell ropes can be affected by changes in the weather either 
stretching or shrinking. This has made them very hard and sometimes impossible to 
ring, not to mention dangerous!  
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Sadly this did result in our having to cancel several practice nights and one or two 
weddings as well…..however it is good to note that under normal circumstances (and 
for the greater part of the year) the bells continue to be an integral part of All Saints 
Church and a very audible reminder to everyone in the village of our presence 
amongst them.  
 
We were also subjected to a flood at the beginning of December when the north 
facing wall of the tower and the floor became soaking wet. The cause was eventually 
identified as a blockage to the drains out on the roof which had caused standing 
water to accumulate to a considerable depth. Thankfully, Adrian Kendall arranged for 
someone to come swiftly and assess the situation and once the Bells were rung 
down to allow easier access to the roof, the blockage was sorted and the problem 
went away. It is worth noting however that the damage incurred in the saturation of 
carpets on the ringing chamber floor, was key in protecting the main church building 
from more significant water ingress. These carpets (and other bits of equipment in 
the ringing chamber such as portable heaters) have had to be destroyed and when 
the floor is totally dry, they will be replaced. 
 
Bell-ringing teams across the board are in short supply these days and the team at 
All Saints does a magnificent job. Thanks then must go to all of them but particular 
thanks must be given to David Oates who - as tower captain – keeps everyone on 
their toes but who also gives  ahuge amount of his time and care to the bells, the 
tower and the church building. Thanks must also go to Ken Collier and Gwyn Owen 
for all their help in the above - and in the maintenance of the bells.  

Delyth Parry 
February 2019  
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9. The Parish of Laleston & Merthyr Mawr - description of the 
way the Parish is organised  

 
The Parish of Laleston & Merthyr Mawr is made up of two churches – St 
David’s, Laleston and St Teilo’s, Merthyr Mawr.  
 
There is a shared Parochial Church Council which is made-up of elected 
representatives from both Churches.  The PCC meets on a regular basis to 
consider over-arching concerns but there is no shared account.  
 
Each individual church has its own Church Council that meets regularly to 
manage the affairs of the respective Churches.  
Each Council has its own treasurer and secretary.  
 
Each church has it’s own accounts and deals with specific areas of 
expenditure eg insurance, repairs, some consumables, thus managing the 
day-to-day running of the Church.  
 
Pro-rata amounts are deposited into the Benefice Account for maintenance of 
ministry and the Parish Share – these are paid by monthly standing order.   

 
Mr Martin Edey – Benefice Treasurer - coordinates the Gift Aid Giving for St 
David’s and manages the Inland Revenue rebates. Mr Paul Fenney, 
Treasurer, performs the same function at St Teilo’s.  

 
 

➢ St David’s Church also has a number of groups / committee’s 
operating under the umbrella of the Church Council 

 
i) St David’s Social Committee 
Is a constituted group whose aim is to raise funds for the repair and 
maintenance of the fabric of St David’s Church and St David’s Church Hall. 
 
The Committee has it’s own Chair, Secretary, Treasurer and Accounts and 
has sole responsibility for the discharge of the funds that they raise.  
Projects that require funding from the Social Committee are first considered 
and approved by the Church Council who will then make a separate 
approach to the Social Committee to ask if the Committee will release funds. 
The Committee’s constitution does not permit them to get involved in general 
fundraising (ie to meet running costs) or charitable donations.  
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ii) St David’s Church Hall  
St David’s Church has a Church Hall which is regularly used by outside 
bodies e.g. playgroup, cubs, scouts, brownies, weight-watchers.  
For almost 18 years, bookings and general maintenance for the Hall were 
taken-care-of under the highly-committed and watchful gaze of Mr & Mrs Ivan 
and Joyce Hughes.  
At the start of September 2018 however, Ivan and Joyce stood down and we 
offer them our enormous and grateful thanks for all that they have done over 
such a prolonged period of time.  
From September 2018, bookings of the Hall have been taken-on by Tiffany & 
James Morgan and we also offer them our grateful thanks for taking on this 
role. 
General maintenance is now overseen by the Church Hall Restoration 
Group.  
 
Payments for hire of the hall go into the general Church Accounts   
 

iii) St David’s Church Hall Restoration 
St David’s Church Hall has – for some years – been identified as being in 
need of significant refurbishment. The total cost of complete refurbishment is 
circa £70,000.  
 
In 2015 a Committee was established with the specific brief to try and raise 
funds that would enable the refurbishment to take place without depleting or 
exhausting general church funds.  
The Committee has overseen the development of the wider project and it’s 
division into a number of phases. Phase 1 covers the roof and 2 doors: Phase 
2a, the remaining doors and windows: Phases 2b, 3 and 4 cover the 
remainder including new ceilings, heating, toilets, floors, disability access and 
internal/external decoration.  
 
The development of a phased approach has broken the project into more 
achievable parts and significant progress was made during 2017 so that 
Phases 1 and 2a have been completed.  
Further help will be needed to secure both funds and progress for the 
remaining phases of refurbishment/redevelopment but this too has been 
broken down into more manageable chunks and a new overall vision for the 
remainder of the refurbishment has been developed.   
The group has it’s own Treasurer and accounts.    
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10. Names of all persons who were PCC members during the financial year 

and any Parochial Office held. 
 

Revd Anthony Beer Priest-in-Charge & Chair  

Mrs Lesley Davies  Vicars Warden, St David’s 

Mrs Susan Bennett Vicars Sub Warden, St David’s  

Mrs Mary Lewis  People’s Warden, St Teilo’s 

Mrs Olga Woolfenden 
 

People’s Sub Warden St. Teilo’s, 
and PCC Secretary  

Mr Martin Edey Benefice Treasurer, St David’s  

Mrs Carys Brown  Treasurer, St David’s 

Mr Paul Fenney Treasurer, St Teilo’s 

Mrs Elaine Beer Elected, St David’s 

Mrs Chris Brewer Elected, St David’s  

Mrs Menna David  Elected, St David’s  

Mrs Christina Bach  Elected, St David’s 

Mrs Wendy Edey Elected, St David’s 

Mr John Hawking Elected, St David’s 

Ms Elizabeth Thomas Co-opted, St David’s 

Mrs Jan Fenney Elected, St Teilo’s 

Mr Arwyn Morgan  Elected, St Teilo’s 

Mrs Ann Morgan Elected, St Teilo’s 

Mr Roger Sellick Elected, St Teilo’s 

 
 

 
 

11. Individual Church Reports 
 
St David’s, Laleston 

 
How quickly the year has passed, with such a lot going on…..  
 
Appointments 
At the Annual Vestry Meeting in March (18th) Sue Bennett was formally appointed as 
Vicar’s sub-warden following Gaynor Thomas’ decision to stand down having given 
such excellent, committed and caring service throughout her (extended) tenureship 
of the role.  
Gaynor has continued to be a huge support, teacher, guide, and a wonderful lady, 
who we are delighted continues to participate in many other activities within the 
church.  
At the same time, of course, we welcome and thank Sue for being willing to take the 
role on.  
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Regular Worship  
Our Sunday service pattern has remained unchanged over the last 12 months and 
we have also taken the step across the Benefice to designate our monthly Benefice 
Eucharist (2nd Sunday) as our focussed Foodbank Sunday – this idea started in the 
late summer / early autumn and seems to have been well-received.  
 
Our midweek Eucharist’s continue to be very well-supported and average around 15-
20 people each week. The sense of fellowship on a Wednesday morning is delightful 
and is also helped now by the rearrangement of pews at the (west) vestry-end of 
church which has created a welcoming area in which people can sit and face one 
another to talk as they enjoy the regular post-service refreshments. In recent months 
we have also begun extending invitation to people who don’t wish to come to the 
service but who may wish to join us for a cuppa and it is heart-warming to see those 
who take up the offer, appearing at the church door around 1020 on a Wednesday 
morning!  
 
In December of 2017, a new Ministry area was formed for Bridgend and as part of 
this, altar-swap Sundays were being arranged. To date two have taken place but on 
the Sunday’s concerned, visiting priests have gone to St Teilo’s and All Saints … 
and we are now looking forward to welcoming visiting priests to St David’s as the 
“swaps” hopefully become a little more frequent. 
 
Whilst talking of worship, there are a whole host of people who contribute to making 
sure that worship is a good and enjoyable experience for all who come and we would 
like to offer our heartfelt thanks to all who contribute to the whole worship process, 
from polishing the brass, arranging flowers and setting up for a Sunday morning, 
right through to reading, assisting with the chalice and – of course – playing the 
organ. A huge thank you to all who offer their skills and talents and please be 
assured we are very, very grateful: thank you 
 
Lent & Easter  
During Lent our evening compline’s went well and they continue to be better 
supported than any home-based bible study might be, so the reflective offerings that 
are provided (plus to space to consider them afterwards over refreshments) are most 
welcome, not to mention thought-provoking and welcoming.  
Our own observance of Holy Week was equally prayerful and reflective and it was 
pleasing to note that it was also quite well supported.  
The foot washing and Vigil (St Teilo’s) were quite moving and the readings at each of 
the Stations of the Cross (All Saints) were very poignant as were the Devotions at 
the Foot of the Cross (St David’s). They all contributed to the sense of having 
undertaken a journey and this contributed in no small part to the special feel that 
there was on Easter Day when Holy Eucharist services were held in each of our 
churches and included renewal of our own Baptismal vows. This was special. 
 
Songs of Praise 
During the Summer, a Songs of Praise evening service was held in each of our 
Churches.  
The hymns were chosen by individual members of the congregation  who then 
proceeded to explain the special significance of it to them. This was amazing and 
enjoyed by everyone. 
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Harvest 
St David’s were delighted to host the shared Harvest service for 2018, and our 
collection donations supported the local Foodbank and Christian Aid. This was to 
assist in their Breaking  Barriers campaign and with Christian Aid having access to 
special European funding which enabled them to increase the value of the donation 
five-fold, it was lovely to have such a good crowd gathered in worship but also to 
celebrate, give thanks and offer help all at the same time. 
 
Remembrance and Advent 
Remembrance Day Services were held in each of our churches, and was as emotive 
as ever.   Our own service was taken by Revd. Pauline Williams, to whom we extend 
our thanks. 
Advent Compline evenings (just like their Lenten counterparts but with the added 
bonus of darkness allowing for churches to be lit by candlelight) were again a joy, 
giving time for peace and contemplation in candlelight, during a particularly busy 
time.   
These evenings were even more memorable as the experiences of those who had 
made pilgrimage to the Holy Land in September were shared and their own feelings 
about it explored.  This idea was particularly well-received and it was lovely to hear 
fellow congregation members talking openly about the things that impact on and 
have meaning to their own understanding of faith. Of course, refreshments followed 
each session, and that and friendship always make special company. 
 
Christmas  
Our Carol Service once again took place in the morning and once again this proved 
popular.  Many responded to the invitation to wear Christmas jumpers for our Carol 
Service bringing a splash of colour to a very full St David’s. This was a lovely start to 
Christmas week with a full church and with the readings, carols and prayers 
impacting into a Christmas filled with love and hope. 
 
A new service for us this year involved inviting families of children/people baptised in 
the last 18months to come to a Children’s Nativity in fancy-dress…and the result was 
amazing.  
St David’s was packed with little one’s dressed as Mary, Joseph, shepherds and 
angels. Carols and readings were read and sung, with Tom on his guitar to guide us.  
The re-enactment at the altar with Mary, Joseph and Baby Lucy (yes we had a real 
baby in a beautiful manger built by Adrian Kendall from All Saints – thank you 
Adrian!) in the crib together with the straw, provided a great image and a vivid 
reminder of the real meaning of Christmas. 
 
The Rotary Club of Bridgend, again held a successful carol service, with a full 
church, as did Bryntyrion Primary school but unfortunately plans for Trelales school 
to also have a service, failed to materialise….but hopefully we can welcome them to 
St David’s soon.  
 
The early 7.30 First Communion of Christmas was again well attended, albeit not like 
last year – what was noticeable however was that the congregation was made up of 
a substantial number of people who do not normally attend church. They came, and 
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they commented on the service very favourably, giving particular note to the perfect 
timing of it. 
 
Christmas Day at 9.30 with Rev’d Mike Lewis, provided another full church with both 
familiar and new faces in the congregation.  
Sherry and mince pies afterwards also meant most of the congregation stayed to 
chat! 
All in all it added up for a very meaningful Christmas, and one that was topped off by 
an amazing Carol’s in the Barn service held on the 30th December.  
 
This special service took place away from the benefice and on a farm on the edge of 
Llantwit Major. It was well attended, not just by our own churches, but also by people 
from other local churches and even people from Cardiff.  
The presence of the donkey, sheep, cow and her calf was especially authentic and 
conveyed great meaning and our huge thanks go to Mr & Mrs David & Gill Powell for 
hosting us at Purlon Farm. Thank you very very much. 
Thank you also to Elaine, who always provides such wonderful food and drink (the 
hot chocolate was an inspired idea) at every event. 
 
 
Births, Deaths and Marriages  
It’s also been quite a busy year at St David’s for what the Church likes to call 
“Occasional Offices”.  
In many ways these are, of course, opportunities for mission but above all under 
Anthony’s guidance, these are seen as opportunities for us to extend the hand (and 
Ministry) of welcome to many people who ordinarily never go near to a church door 
(let alone a seat).  
 
It has been really good that we have been encouraged to participate in these 
services and over the year there have been quite a number of people who have 
volunteered to act as welcomers / sidespeople for baptisms and weddings and to 
represent the resident congregation at these events of such joy. This is a wonderfully 
rewarding thing to do so if you would like to be excited by being part of these 
occasions and being that warm and friendly face of St David’s, please let us know.  
 
During the year we have been blessed with eight baptisms, five weddings and a 
further two services of renewal of vows. Most of these have brought large 
congregations to St David’s and we are grateful to everyone who comes to us no 
matter how infrequently.  
 
Of course, a year in the life of a church would never be complete without it’s share of 
funerals too, and whilst these are clearly not the same kind of occasions that 
baptisms/weddings are, they do still allow us to open our doors and to extend the 
arms of warm embrace to people at a time of different needs.  
 
This year we have had twelve funerals at St David’s and amongst them there have 
sadly been too many that have been for long-standing, hard-working and faithful 
members of our congregation.  
Glan and Carys Hathaway, Frank Bradford and Lionel Mason all had their funeral 
services within a week at the start of 2018 and they were followed to glory as the 
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year progressed by Margaret Bertorelli, Mair Geer, Audrey Davies, John Downing 
and Bronwen Davies all of whom have played their part in the story of St David’s in 
recent decades. Their presence is missed not just within our worshipping community 
but also in the wider community of Laleston. One of the nicest things (if there can be 
such a thing) to note about recent funerals has been the growing tendency to sing 
our friends out of church as they leave for the last time… there is, we think, 
something unique about singing that allows us to offer our deepest sympathies to 
those left behind, whilst also offering our highest respect to those who have gone – 
and all of this whilst continuing to honour our own belief that they are not only at 
peace but in a place beyond our wildest imagining. We continue to miss them all and 
our thoughts and prayers continue to be extended to all of their loved ones.  
 
 
Reaching out - Time for Tea 
One of the new initiative’s for the year was a “pop-up café” titled “Time for Tea”.  
This has been an initiative spear-headed by Elaine Beer and it has proven quite 
interesting not least because it appears to be meeting a need that was not initially 
envisaged.  
The idea was initially aimed at attracting young mm’s who (having collected younger 
children from Trelales School) then have to wait for an older sibling. Sadly (and 
reasons are being explored) it has not achieved this initial aim but the experiment did 
clearly demonstrate an attraction for more elderly members of the village who have 
been keen to come as often as they can. In this respect Time for Tea has already 
established itself as providing a lovely place to meet and chat for people - and work 
is continuing to attract greater numbers (and perhaps get the message into the 
school-mums group.  
 
Schools  
One of the lovely things to note this year has been the increased contact between St 
David’s and our local schools, notably Bryntirion Primary school. As has already 
been mentioned Bryntirion pupils put on a wonderful Carol Service in December but 
this has just been the tip of an iceberg that included a delightful “Very Royal 
Wedding” in May and has also included Anthony being a semi-regular visitor to 
school to engage in talking about (and demonstrating) baptism amongst other things.  
 
Through the year it has also been fabulous to welcome the choirs from Trelales 
School to our building on Laleston Fete day (and for a variety of visits through the 
year) and also the choir from Maes-yr-Haul for the Rotary Club’s packed-out Carol 
Service.   
 
Fellowship with a sprinkling of faith 
On a social level, we have also had a busy but amazing time this year – and often in 
spite of the weather!  
 
The Fete (in mid-June) was a wonderful occasion, characterised – as usual – by so 
much hard work. The school choirs and the display in church were particularly 
remarked on and the day was a big success – and all of this despite the weather!  
The same can be said for the Boules and BBQ event (a Benefice Bank-Holiday 
event) that also went down a treat in spite of some bitingly cold August weather! 
Designed to be fairly “low maintenance” for those who volunteered to help organise – 
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the whole afternoon proved to be great fun and just a little competitive…and many 
are hoping it will happen again.  
 
Our belated St David’s Day celebration in the Seasons Restaurant, Bridgend was 
another lovely (Benefice) meal as was the Harvest meal, also held there.  
We are lucky to have this facility on our doorsteps : the food is excellent and the 
service from the young people training there is quite brilliant. It is a pleasure to eat 
there. 
 
We also enjoyed not one, but two Llangasty Retreat days, the first in July and the 
second in September, a recommendation or what. A longer Benefice residential 
event is now being planned for July in 2019.  
 
As usual, our pre-Christmas lunch was again held in the Atlantic Hotel in Porthcawl. 
By contrast the end of November lunchtime was bathed in bright sunshine at the 
seaside and we extend our thanks to Pat Gregory who once again organised 
everything. 
 
Charity work  
2018 also gave us (across the Benefice) to support our Priest in a rather unusual 
way.  
Running for the Loo conjures up all sorts of images, but in fact Anthony had simply 
entered the 10-mile Great South Run in Portsmouth in mid-October…and decided to 
run for his favourite charity “Toilet-Twinning”. Anthony had initially hoped to raise 
maybe enough money for three toilets (circa £200) but people across the Benefice 
responded with wonderful generosity and he eventually raised £840, enough for 2 
toilet blocks plus 2 family latrines. That’s all well and good Anthony but the bigger 
question is …. what’s next? 
 
Continuing in the Charitable vein, St David’s also again joined in supporting the 
Samaritans Purse Christmas box campaign and collectively the Benefice sent off 32 
boxes. 
 
“Retirement” 
We have already mentioned Gaynor’s retirement from her Vicar’s Warden position 
but in September this year another hugely significant retirement took place as Ivan 
and Joyce were finally able to be released from their caretaking (in the widest sense, 
as it covers everything) of the Church Hall.  
Many, many, thanks go to them for the immense amount of time they’ve given, for 
the blood, sweat and tears they’ve offered up and for the inconvenience they’ve put 
up with in fulfilling this task so wonderfully for such a long period of time. Ivan and 
Joyce, we hope you enjoy your relative “rest” now and as we do so, we also extend 
our great thanks to Tiffany and  
James Morgan who have taken over from them, at least in relation to bookings. 
Thanks to both of you and we hope you enjoy this new role. 
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Buildings  
Moving to think about the Church Hall also takes us into consideration of our 
buildings.  
We are very grateful to the Church Hall Restoration group who have extended their 
own remit to cover issues related to looking after the Church building too and we are 
very grateful to all in that group under the chairmanship of Hopkin Joseph.  
Details about the ongoing activity in the Hall are found elsewhere in this report but in 
particular regard to the Church building and grounds, part of the boundary wall has 
been attended to, but more of it needs repair, and there has been need of having 
some work done on the church roof. It is a great reassurance to know that these 
things are in hand – and we would like to offer our particular thanks to Mr Bernard 
Jones who has engaged in a lot of the formal administrative work associated with 
getting these things done.  

Lesley Davies and Susan Bennett 
February 2019  

 
St David’s Church Social Committee 

 
Funds 
This year the Social Committee has organised four events.  
From the monies raised the following contributions were made:   
£1160 for roof repairs at St David’s Church 
£250 for the floodlighting at St David’s  
 
It is again important to emphasise the significant part which the monies generated by 
the Social Committee play not only in maintaining the financial viability of the Church, 
but in ensuring that the fabric of the Church is kept in good order and that the 
restoration of the Church Hall progresses as expeditiously as possible. 
 
In addition to the events organised (see below), the sum of £280 was raised from the 
sale of hand-made cards, many of which had been made by the Committee 
Secretary and the Treasurer. 
 
Events 
It is pleasing to note that all the events organised this year have not only been 
financially successful but have promoted fellowship throughout the churches in the 
Benefice and also in the wider community. 
 
The Evening with John Sheen 26 January 2018    
This was a sell-out event and everyone who attended thoroughly enjoyed hearing 
about (and in the case of a number of us identifying with) John’s reminiscences of 
growing up in Wales in the 50s and 60s. The buffet was excellent and the quiz 
organised by the Reverend Mike Lewis rounded off a great evening. The evening 
raised £451. 
 
The Annual Fete 16 June 2018    
Despite the inclement weather the Fete was well attended and again generated an 
income of over £3000 which includes a donation of £500 from Laleston Community 
Council for which we are most grateful. The Church was packed to hear 
performances by Trelales Primary and Llangewydd Junior School Choirs and they 
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were a joy to listen to. As usual the Barbecue and Welsh cake stalls sold out in no 
time. The dog show attracted a number of entrants and despite the rain and the wind 
the tombola, maypole and bouncy castle were able to keep operating for much of the 
afternoon.  
 
The Sausage and Chip Supper 29th June 2018    
Once again the Mackworth Arms was the venue for another hugely successful 
evening. The “stand alone” raffle raised £103, the proceeds of which were donated 
to the MS Society and an additional £160.50 was generated for Social Committee 
funds. 
 
The Harvest Auction 8th October 2018    
There was no shortage of bidders for the many desirable lots which had been 
generously donated and Mr Hopkin Joseph proved to be extremely persuasive (and 
entertaining) when it came to encouraging potential bidders to come forward. Sian 
from the Mackworth Arms provided her usual excellent buffet and we continue to be 
grateful for Sian’s ongoing support and generosity.   
It was an extremely successful evening not only in terms of fellowship but financially 
as well as it raised £1009.10. 
 
Committee Matters      
Membership has remained very stable again this year. It was pleasing to welcome 
Mrs Lesley Davies to the Committee. However a longstanding member, Mr Ivan 
Hughes, decided to resign in December due to health issues.  
I would like to place on record my thanks to Ivan for all his hard work over the years 
and the commendable way he fulfilled his role as Health and Safety Officer. We will 
all miss his valuable contribution to the work of the Committee. 
 
I would also like to thank Mrs Jane Lewis for the exemplary way in which she fulfils 
the role of Secretary and Mrs Wendy Edey for her diligence as the Committee’s 
Treasurer. Without their commitment, enthusiasm and conscientiousness the 
Committee would not be able to function as effectively as it does.  
I would also like to place on record my heartfelt thanks to all the eleven members of 
the Committee for their unfailing support, hard work and enthusiasm throughout the 
year. When organising events inevitably, the Committee is mindful of the need to 
generate funds but members also recognise the importance of creating opportunities 
to bring the three churches together and for fellowship with the wider community. 
 
Particular thanks too should be extended to the Mackworth Arms and to the 
Gardening Club for their on-going support for the work of the Committee. 
 
Finally I would like to thank Mr Gerry Bassett for agreeing to act as the auditor of the 
Committee’s accounts. We look forward to working with him over the years to come. 
 
The aim of the Committee going forward is to meet the fresh challenges which 2019 
will undoubtedly bring. 

Elizabeth Thomas,     

Chairman 

February 2019  
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St David’s Church Hall Restoration Committee 

The Committee comprised Hopkin Joseph, Martin Edey, Carys Brown, Patrick 
Stephens, Bernard Jones, joined during the year by Christina Bach, Lesley Davies, 
Sue Bennett and Elaine Beer. 
 

The year started with a background of a very successful 2017, when extensive 
renovation had been carried out in January 2017 with further upgrading work in the 
summer of 2017; all combined to provide a much improved facility.   
The Committee’s intent was though to move forward, and to begin this process an 
“Open Meeting” was held on 30th January to seek views of the community as to what 
the next stages of improving the Church Hall might be.   
Despite dreadful weather the meeting was well attended, and many very constructive 
suggestions put forward which were considered (along with exploring funding 
opportunities) during the following 6 months of 2018. 
 

Minor renovation work was carried out during the year.   
The front elevation sills were painted and the front elevation repainted (in the latter 
case following “slush spray” from the road during January) by JJ Williams (Painting 
Services Limited).  Paul Hooper provided a new pine end sign. 
 

Carys had led a small sub-group (herself, Christina and Elaine) looking into funding 
via the Lottery; it is a pre-requisite to funding from that source that planning 
permission be in place for the proposals.  The Committee approached Hook Mason 
(Architects who had been recommended) and Richard Lamb of Hook Mason looked 
at the property during August.  Preliminary plans were provided together with the fee 
quote (of just under £3K for providing plans for both planning application purposes 
and for later seeking prices from builders); although there was a financial risk 
involved (as there is no guarantee of Lottery funding) the Committee decided to 
move forward.  After several draft plans for planning purposes had been considered 
the final version was approved in November and Hook Mason submitted a planning 
application which is currently (as at 8th February 2019) awaiting determination by 
Bridgend County Borough Council. Once approved, the plans will allow us to seek 
better cost estimates which will underpin any application for grants.  
 

A great deal of discussions/negotiations with the Lottery took place in the latter parts 
of 2018 by Carys and her sub-group; although there is no guarantee of support the 
Committee are optimistic that we stand a good chance of getting support towards the 
cost of the new proposals (which are likely to be around £60K).   
In order to gauge support and seek suggestions for future uses of the Hall a further 
Open Meeting will be held early in 2018.  
 

The efforts of everyone in supporting the 2017 works (including in particular the 
generous  financial support from many parties) has enabled a much more effective 
use of the Church Hall.   
 

The Committee are confident that this can be further improved with even better 
facilities being provided. 
 

W. Hopkin Joseph 
Chairman 

February 2019 
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Finances    
St David’s General Accounts  
Bankers: HSBC, Bridgend 

 

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  22,816 

Summary of  2018 activity   

Income 44,517  

Expenditure  34,896  

Overall Surplus/Loss  9,621  

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  32,438 

 
 

St David’s Churchyard Account 
Bankers: HSBC, Bridgend  

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  1,082.21 

Summary of 2018 activity   

Income 803.00  

Expenditure  720.00  

Overall Surplus/Loss  83.00  

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  1,165.21 

 
 

St David’s Social Committee 
Bankers: Lloyds, Bridgend  

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  22,815.32 

Summary of 2018 activity   

Income 5,112.27  

Expenditure  1,460.00  

Overall Surplus/Loss  3,652.27  

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  26,467.59 

 
 

St David’s 200 Club Account 
Bankers: Lloyds, Bridgend 

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  7,614.00 

Summary of 2018 activity   

Income 2,464.00  

Expenditure  1,160.00  

Overall Surplus/Loss  1,304.00  

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  8,918.00 
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St David’s Church Hall Development Fund  
Bankers: HSBC, Bridgend 

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  1,322 

Summary of 2018 activity   

Income 2,000  

Expenditure  270  

Overall Surplus/Loss  +1,730  

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  3,052 

 
 
St David’s Bells Account  
– This former, separate, account is now shown as ring-fenced monies within 
the main St David’s Account  
 

NB: Further detail on the income and expenditure for these accounts is 
available on request to blammp2013@gmail.com . 
 

  

mailto:blammp2013@gmail.com
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St Teilo’s, Merthyr Mawr  

The Annual Report has been written in line with the Seven Sacred Spaces.  
  
It has been a busy and at times, exciting year at St Teilo’s as the church was the 
fortunate recipient of a large legacy with which it is hoped to maintain and improve 
the facilities of the existing church and also to invest for its future.   
It is also hoped that this in turn will lead to attracting visitors, more members to the 
congregation and even provide more facilities for people living in the village of 
Merthyr Mawr. Our report has been written following the headings outlined in the 7 
Sacred Spaces document.  
 

➢ Cell (Pray. A place to be alone with God.  Sometimes a place to share with 
just a few people who can respect sharing a sacred space.)  

 
St Teilo’s Church is open daily and all are welcome to visit for quiet prayer and 
reflection. Prayers cards are available and there is also a very popular prayer tree on 
which people can hang written prayer requests on cards.  
These prayers are offered by Fr Anthony, sometimes in Sunday worship but more 
often in Morning Prayer which takes place in St Teilo’s each Monday morning.  
 

➢ Chapel (Worship. A place to pray with others. Linked by the Holy Spirit who 
prays in us and through us to God the Father in the name of Christ the Lord.) 

 
St Teilo’s is in a small estate-village with few permanent residents but we still provide 
a service in the church every Sunday at 10.30 am, except when there is a joint 
service in one of the other two churches in the Benefice.  
Weddings and baptisms have taken place as well as funerals of parishioners and 
residents.  
In 2018 there were 4 weddings and 6 baptisms at St Teilo’s and it is good to note 
that members of the congregation were happy to participate in these occasional 
services, welcoming and helping those attending (particularly visitors and people 
unfamiliar with Church in general) in any way, thus – hopefully - encouraging them to 
return again whenever they might feel the need / desire. 
  
Sadly, Doreen Watts, who was a very faithful member and supporter of our church 
for many years passed away in 2018.  
There were 2 burials and 9 burial of cremated remains. These included the cremated 
remains of Ken Edwards which were interred with those of his late wife Margaret 
Edwards, both of whom were our legacy benefactors. 
 
At key seasons such as Lent, Easter, Advent and Christmas there have been a 
greater number and variety of services. 
The Benefice Maundy Thursday watch of the passion service was held at St. Teilo’s 
Church, when the Priest washed members of the congregation’s feet during the 
service…. that was followed by a vigil, watch of the passion. 
Anthony led our Easter Day service – including the renewal of our baptismal 
promises (which involved being sprinkled with baptismal water) and the use of fresh 
bread and newly uncorked wine during the Eucharist.  
Refreshments were also served. 
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In June we hosted the first Benefice Songs of Praise service and in July several 
parishioners went on a day trip to Llangasty Retreat house, where a picnic lunch was 
followed by a Eucharist service, with plenty of time for relaxation in the peaceful 
surroundings. At Christmas, the carol service which took place in the morning and to 
which people were invited to wear their Christmas jumpers, attracted a good 
congregation and was followed by mulled wine and mince pies and was much 
enjoyed by all. 
 
 
 

➢ Chapter (Decide.  A place of meeting and decision-making. Carrying our faith 
with us in all aspects of life.) 

 
The Church is managed by a Church Council for which there is a Secretary and 
Treasurer and meetings are open to any member of the congregation to attend.  
Church members are also elected to the Parochial Church Council for the Parish of 
Laleston and Merthyr Mawr and these members are very committed to the roles and 
responsibilities that they undertake. 
  
Mary Lewis    Warden 
Olga Woolfenden   Sub Warden & Church Council Secretary 
Paul Fenney    Treasurer & Safeguarding Contact 
Jan Fenney             Church Council Deputy Secretary  
Chris Stone    Sacristan 
Lorraine Stone   
Roger Sellick      
Arwyn Morgan            Reader 
Ann Morgan   
Tom Green   
Cheryl Green  
   
The Church Wardens and Reader are members of the Benefice Leadership Team 
and meet with the Priest-in-Charge on a monthly basis. 
 
As a result of the legacy received we have also created a Legacy Project Committee 
to progress the work. This group reports back to the Church Council and (ultimately) 
the PCC.  
 

➢ Cloister (Meet. That place of encounter.  Connecting the Church community 
and the world of which it is a part.) 
 

St Teilo’s has a small but faithful congregation that works hard to include the wider 
community in its activities.  
In May we held an outstanding concert in a full church. 
It was given by pupils of a Cardiff school whose head of music is one of our 
congregation and this attracted many visitors.  
 
In June we held a Garden Party in the Church Warden’s garden in Bridgend and a 
large number of people enjoyed the event.  
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At the end of November, a very successful Christmas Fayre was held in the church 
and in spite of inclement weather it was well supported… including some villagers. 
The money raised from these events was given to St Teilo’s Church, Water Aid and 
the Alzheimer’s Society.  
 
Through 2018 we have continued to support Ty Cariad in Africa, and our Harvest 
collection went to Christian Aid, including a contribution from Wick Young Farmers 
who again held their Harvest service at St Teilo’s.  
 
We also offered regular support to the local Foodbank, once again supported the 
(Fairtrade) REAL Easter Egg and Advent Calendar campaigns and also the 
Samaritans Purse/Operation Christmas Child. 
 
Being on the “All Wales Footpath”, it is particularly important to us that our church is 
open every day and is thus able to extend a “Ministry of Welcome” to the many 
passing walkers, runners, photographers, foreign and British visitors and historians 
who are interested in any or all of the church, the collection of ancient stones that are 
housed at the back of the church building and also our beautiful churchyard.  
It is rare to be at the church without chatting to a visitor or two. 
 
For several weeks in the autumn a card making session was held to recycle 
Christmas cards and this social gathering included non-church members and was 
greatly appreciated by all. 
 
The Benefice has also developed the use of a Facebook page and parish website, 
primarily to let people know of events and other activities taking place at St Teilo’s.  
Weekly newsletters are available in church and details of services and activities are 
also on the notice boards. During 2018 a new noticeboard was put in place at the 
outer perimeter of the churchyard, hopefully providing information to passers-by who 
might be reluctant to walk down the path that leads to the church building.  
 
 

➢ Garden (Work.  A place of labour and productivity.  It can help us seek a 
deeper harmony and purpose in our lives.) 

 

The Churchyard has been used for church events such as the Pentecost picnic, 
serving of interval drinks during the concert and for refreshments during the summer 
months’ services. It is an outstanding sight in the Spring with a succession of 
flowers, from snowdrops in February to bluebells in May. 
 
The Churchyard is carefully managed in order to allow wild flowers to grow back and 
to conserve it for future generations. It is maintained with regular grass-cutting 
together with willing helpers who tend the trees and tidy the graves. In addition to the 
general natural beauty of the area, St Teilo’s does have a resident bees nest and 
has been blessed by the presence of nesting swallows for a number of consecutive 
summers now. Passing visitors are often to be found sitting on the churchyard 
benches just “soaking in” the peace and tranquillity that St Teilo’s has to offer. 
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➢ Refectory (Share.  A place of hospitality and eating together.  A precious 
space for both host and guest.) 

 
After our monthly Sunday Eucharist, refreshments are provided at the back of 
church.  Additionally, where there is a fifth Sunday Benefice service in St. Teilo’s 
Church this is followed by a ‘Bring and Share’ lunch in the church or when fine, 
outside; these are normally well attended and encourage friendship and co-operation 
between the three churches. 
 
In November a number of pews were rearranged to make a seating area opposite 
the main church door. This has now become the first sight that greets visitors when 
they arrive in the building and has also been warmly received by regular 
congregation members as an unspoken statement of welcome which encourages 
people to stay awhile (be they visitors or worshippers enjoying refreshments).  
 

➢ Library (Study.  A place of knowledge and learning; accessing and sharing it 
with others.) 
 

Compline Services were held during Lent and Advent at which time there was the 
opportunity for fellowship and discussion, particularly during the Advent Compline 
services when those who had visited the Holy Land shared their thoughts and 
experiences.  
Bishop June’s Lenten talks in Nolton Church were very thought provoking. 
 
Finally, thanks must go to our lay reader Arwyn, our sacristan Chris, Tom who keeps 
us singing with his guitar music, and also Natasha and Barbara who, when available, 
play the organ.  
We are grateful to all our volunteers, the weekly readers, Eucharistic assistants, 
flower arrangers, cleaners, refreshment helpers, linen washers, candle snuffers etc. 
without whom the church would not function.  

Mary Lewis and Olga Woolfenden 
January 2019 

        

Finance 
 

General Account (including restricted Churchyard funds)  
Bankers: Charity Aid Foundation  

Heading   

Balance at 1.1.2018  14,718 

Summary of 2018 activity   

Income 166,351  

Expenditure  14,895  

Overall Surplus/Loss  151,456  

   

Balance at 31.12.2018  166,174 

 
 

NB: Further detail on the income and expenditure for St Teilo’s accounts is 
available on request to blammp2013@gmail.com . 
 

mailto:blammp2013@gmail.com
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12. General Benefice reports  
 

1. Mothers’ Union Report 
2018 was a celebration year for the Mother’s Union branch in Laleston as it 
has been in existence for 90 years.   
This very special anniversary was marked by a Festal Evensong in  
St. David’s on Tuesday 11th September and followed by afternoon tea.  
There were over 60 people in the congregation made up of Diocesan 
Officials, representatives from every branch in the Deanery and of course 
our own members. Long Service Certificates were presented and one new 
member was enrolled but it was especially nice to welcome back our former 
Vicars Rev’d Canon Neville Jones and Rev’d Canon Edward Evans.  
 
The year started and finished with the same group of members, to which we 
added one newcomer and we extend a warm welcome to Ann Morgan. After 
losing several in recent times, it is particularly pleasing to note that we ‘lost’ 
no members this year. 
 
The 7th Annual Pancake Tea took place and in December the annual 
Christmas Coffee Morning was held.   
These two events are the only two fundraising events held to support the MU 
Caravan in Trecco Bay used for holidays for disadvantaged families and the 
overseas and UK educational programmes and although our Branch is not 
huge, nearly £400 was sent to the Diocese for these causes. 
 
This year the ‘Open’ days at the caravan coincided with the date of the 
annual trip.  It was decided to visit Trecco Bay and look at the beach after 
inspecting the new caravan and then have afternoon tea at the Grove – 
which members enjoyed.  The weather was sunny and warm which 
contributed to a very happy day. 
 
Members attended and supported both Deanery and Diocesan events and 
the Branch Leader attended the Annual Worldwide meeting which was held 
in Swansea.  Members finished the year off with a Christmas dinner at the 
Mackworth. 
 
The Mothers’ Union meets in the Church Hall on the 2nd Tuesday in the 
month at 2pm and takes part in an act of Corporate Communion on the 4th 
Wednesday in the month as part of the parish midweek service at 9.30am.  
 
It would be nice to think that the Mothers’ Union will continue in Laleston for 
many years to come. 

Ann Butler 
February 2019 

 
Footnote: 
As a short addition to Ann’s report, I would like to extend my thanks to her for her 
leadership of the Mother’s Union Branch in Laleston from which – in the early 
part of 2019 – Ann has “retired”.  
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Ann was initially “coerced” into leading the Branch by Rev’d Canon Edward and 
at the time of her “retiring” has led the Branch for seven years. 
She has shown incredible commitment to the position, is most thorough and 
creative in her preparations and arranging of sessions. Under Ann’s leadership 
the Branch has been enabled to feel a great sense of involvement in the wider 
Mother’s Union structure and in addition Ann has shown great care for and 
interest in all of the members and issues at our own Branch level.  
 
Ann has made a great contribution to the running and ongoing fostering of this 
old and much-loved MU branch here in Laleston and we are all immensely 
grateful to her for all she has done.  

 Anthony Beer (and Gaynor Thomas, MU Branch Secretary) 
February 2019 

 
 

2. Deanery Conference  
There was just one Deanery conference in 2018, held at Archdeacon John Lewis 
School, Brackla in May.  There was no external speaker and the meeting 
consisted of two main activities. 
 
The first was the completion of an individual grid handed to all members at the 
beginning of conference.  Members were asked to name their preferences from a 
list of possible potentially missional activities which might be included in a bid to 
receive monies from the Transition Fund.  A list of suggested items included 
Puppet Ministry, Awaydays with Speakers,  Spirituality Courses, Sharing our 
Story and so on. 
 
The second and main activity of the Conference was to look at the questions 
presented by the Bishop, with a view to forming a diocesan strategic plan (this 
has subsequently evolved and become the new Diocesan Vision “Where Faith 
Matters”).   
The aim was to provide a deanery response to be added to the individual 
responses from around the diocese. Conference was divided into small groups to 
consider two of the Bishop's questions.  Each group discussed two different 
questions and provided a group response, which would be fed back to the 
planning committee. 
 
Following the promotion of Rev’d Canon Mike Komor to become the new 
Archdeacon of Margam, there has been an interim period while the new Area 
Dean is appointed and settles in. This has accounted for there being no further 
conferences in 2018, however a new Area Dean has been licenced and is Rev’d 
Ian Hodges. Ian is also the incumbent at the Parish of Llanilid with Pencoed and 
Heol-y-Cyw. 

 
Penny Williams  
February 2019  
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3. Diocesan Conference  

The Diocesan Conference takes place on the final Saturday in September.  
For 2018 this was Saturday 29th September and the Conference was held in  
Bridgend College.  
 
The main theme of the Conference was to consider the new Diocesan Mission 
Strategy and Vision document called “Where Faith Matters”. 
 
The strategy – which will shape the way we move forward as a Diocese in the 
coming five years - is the end result of a significant consultation exercise and 
details a vision for the Diocese alongside some specific aims relating to how we 
wish to be (our character). 
 
As part of the Conference, delegates were split into numerous groups to consider 
the paper which concentrates on three shared aims.  
i) Telling a joyful story,  
ii) Growing the kingdom of God, and 
iii) Building our capacity for good – and how we wish to progress these. 
Members of groups were asked to consider what they liked most about the 
document and how we might wish to progress things within it. 
 
It is anticipated that the Vision document will be reviewed in the light of the 
Conference feedback and will be set to be released early in 2019, possibly 
around the start of Lent.   
 
In addition, within the business of the Conference, delegates rec’d a financial 
report from the Diocesan Board of Finance (DBF) which indicated that for 2019, 
the costs of Parish Share (which the Diocese had been helping to cap through 
recent times) would have to go up by an average of 2% across the Board. This 
increase was necessary in order to keep the Diocesan Finances closer to 
breaking even than they had been budgeting for in recent times (whilst trying to 
help with the pressures on the requirements of Parish share). 
 

Anthony Beer / Penny Williams  
February 2019 

 
 

 


