
Love your neighbour! 
 
I was asked by my employer to write about loving our neighbour for an issue of the 
works magazine, and with this in mind I asked friends and colleagues to share what 
is taught in their faiths. I also feel that my findings are well worth sharing with you. 
 
Firstly I asked a Muslim at I work with to share what is in their text, and they were 
kind enough to supply the following: 
 

 ‘Anas ibn Malik reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, 

said, “None of you has faith until he loves for his brother, or his neighbour, what he 

loves for himself.”’ 

Source: Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 45 

‘The Messenger of Allah (s.a.w.) said 
“By Him in whose Hand is my soul, a servant does not believe until he loves for his 
brother what he loves for himself of goodness”’ 
Source: Sunan al-Nasā’ī 5017  
 
Then I spoke with colleagues who are of the Hindu faith to let me know what is in 
their text and they were kind enough to share the following: 
 

Vivekananda  said in Bengali language, "Jibe prem kore jei jon, shei jon shebichhe 

ishwar" Meaning A person who serves humanity, serves God. 

Bhagavata Purana says- Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam is a Sanskrit phrase which 

means "the world is one family" 

I then conferred with a Buddhist and they shared the next piece of text: 
 
‘At the heart of all Buddhist practice is the development of Openness and 

Kindness.  Openness is critical to seeing others as they actually are – not as we 

imagine them to be.  To become Open we actively let go of the preconceptions, 

anxieties and projections that cloud our minds.  When we succeed, we become able 

to see others with complete clarity.  Only with clarity does true communication 

become possible, and as we learn about others, strangers no longer seem quite so 

strange to one another.  Kindness naturally arises - a Kindness based in 

understanding, in listening, in respect – and in Openness.  Whatever happens, 

however complex or confused a situation might be – we can always choose to be 

Kind – and when treated with Kindness ourselves, we become naturally inclined to 

be more Open.’ (from a 21st century Buddhist teacher called Ngakpa Namgyal) 

Lastly we have the Christian text written within the Bible: 
 
Mark 12:33 To love him (God) with all your heart, with all your understanding and 

with all your strength, and to love your neighbour as yourself is more important than 

all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 



James 2:8 If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbour 

as yourself,” you are doing right. 

Many years ago I had a fantastic sign-post who helped me every so often on my 

journey with the Lord.  This person was a great inspiration to me, and helped put me 

on the straight and narrow so many times.  Unfortunately he is no longer with us.  

But I remember speaking to him once about other faiths, and he shared his time in 

the army.  He said that whilst he served in the armed forces he came into contact 

with many people of other faiths mostly residing in other countries.  He went on to 

explain that those he came in contact with respected him for being a person of the 

Book, and he did likewise with them. I feel this is borne out in the various text those 

of other faiths shared with me to help produce the article for the works magazine.  

Jesus led by example by being loving and open to all, we can read this where He 

healed the Gentile woman’s child, gave the parable about the Good Samaritan and 

healed the Roman officers servant, to name but a few.  Jesus didn’t cut Himself off 

from them, or deny them the help they needed.  

We need to try and act like Jesus, showing the Love that He showed to others, 

whether they were Jew or Gentile. We need to radiate that love to others and share 

the Love we have from Christ with them, but by the same token, respect them as 

people of their book.  We can discuss and share in respect with them.   

So what about you? Do you believe in loving your neighbour, whether the person 
next door, or the person working next to you in the office, or elsewhere in the 
world.  We’re all human after all. 

 
 


