
Giving Something Back. 

We all spend our time looking at what we can gain in life. We look at increasing our material 

wealth, bigger TV, bigger car, Bigger house and alike. But what about our thoughts on 

‘Giving’? 

Proverbs 3:9 Honour the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops.  

How many of us think about what we can or could share with others less fortunate than 

ourselves? In the Bible those who owned land were instructed to leave the outer perimeter if 

the field so that the poor could go in and harvest what was left.  The same with the olive 

trees and fruit trees.  So, the landowners were showing kindness, they were giving back 

some of the crops the land produced for them and more importantly they helped people 

within their community who were less well off. 

Giving back into the community can come in many ways, some may volunteer in a charity 

shop, or others volunteer to help maintain a forest path etc. Time is a way of giving back and 

making a payment. 

Also, in the Bible people were expected to take the first of their crops and the first of the 

livestock to give to the Lord.  Part of the donation was given to the Priests serving at the time 

because they were not allowed to own anything, so they had to live on the gifts provided by 

those within their community. 

One of the easy ways of giving is giving away some of our possessions, either material items 

we no longer use or money. These could be given to a local charity to helps those needing 

to find a home and items to put in the home to make it homely.  The really easy way to give 

is by donating some of our surplus income to some cause, which can convert that money to 

help those in need around the world. 

With all the events that happen within our churches, I know we’re are all very kind and 

generous without fault when others are in need. No one could ever say the church doesn’t 

care. 

The other day I was going to a chemist in a town, after I had received a new prescription 

from the doctor. I was wearing my clerical collar at the time and thought nothing of it. This 

may of course have been what the other person saw and responded to.  

I was minding my own business when someone walking on the other side of the road to me 

shouted, ‘Hello father!’  I looked and said ‘Hello’ back.  The person run across the road to 

join me.  The person, who I did not know then shared all the problems they were facing in 

life, and some of these problems I wouldn’t wish upon anyone. This poor person was 

shunned by many who knew them, and the person felt low, and thought what was all this 

about?  I listened for quite a while and prayed to the Lord to give me some form of answer 

that may help this person.   

Then I felt directed to say the following to the person concerned. “Is what you shared with 

me true? Have your really done this and that? Do you like your new job and are you happy 

to be able to work every day?”  The person answered that they were pleased with all that 

they had said and that they were speaking truthfully.  

I replied that they should then be very pleased with all that they had accomplished in their 

life and be proud of all that they had achieved.  I went on to tell them that they need never 

feel alone because the Lord is with them all the time, no matter what. 



The person smiled and looked very relieved and replied, “You are right father, thanks, I 

never thought of anything like that, I am proud of myself.” they then stuck their thumb in the 

air and wished me goodbye. 

So, you can see from this we can all give something back, even if it is to give the time to 

listen to someone and if guided give them some words that may come for God. This can in 

some cases mean far more than anything material, or monitory. It can show we care no 

matter what. 

Yours in Christ. 


