
One family, one life. 

I have written before about how I feel I am amongst my family when I am at work. I feel I 

have over 8 thousand brothers and sisters working around the South Wales sites of Tata 

Steel, as well as all my brothers and sisters worshipping in the four churches within our 

group of parishes. 

We are all free and have free will to follow our desires and ambitions, but this should never 

be at the cost to others. We need to show compassion and love to each other as a brother 

and sister.   

We need to be there for each other, ensuring we are safe and not putting ourselves or others 

at risk.  Nothing would be worse than being part of the cause of death of a brother or sister 

at work, or any other place for that matter. 

We are told in Galatians 5:13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do 

not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 

I wrote this section to the people working within Tata Steel. ‘When I took over the chaplaincy 

just over four years ago I didn’t know many of you, to tell the truth I only knew those working 

within my direct area responsibility. I suppose this is like many of us, working in our silo, not 

really understanding what else is happening within the organisation. What about you? Do 

you know many people from others areas? Do you socialise with them, sharing and alike? 

Do you understand the cause and effect, where actions within your working area can have a 

detrimental effect on another area?’ 

I could share with all of you within the church that you all shared and showed me that you all 

have a complete sense of how to love your neighbour.  As you all know I spent many years 

feeling called by God to be a Priest, and the church structure placed many obstacles in my 

way to prevent this. You stayed true to me, through thick and thin, you kept me uplifted, and 

even wrote letters to the powers that be seeking understanding as to why they would not 

license me as a priest. 

You all showed true love to your neighbour, namely me. Where you picked me up when I 

was down and continued to encourage me to continue with my calling to be a priest. 

Over the next month or so I will be signed off and will become a full priest, as I have 

completed my probationary period. I will then become assistant priest to Julian. It is a shame 

that Bishop Richard will not be the one signing me off, because he, like you saw that I have 

a calling to serve the church as priest, and in fact when he licensed me as a chaplain four 

years ago, he said to Tracey he would priest me, he hoped she didn’t mind. My loving wife 

who stands by me in all things, said she knew he would priest me and he and I had her full 

support in my ministry.  

We should all show each other respect and compassion. As stated in Mark 12:31 The 

second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than 

these.”  If you find it hard to love your neighbour, take time out and examine what has made 

you feel this way, because believe it or not we all have faults and habits that annoy others, 

none of us is perfect. So if I am not perfect why should I expect you to be perfect in my 

eyes?  We should respect each other, warts and all. 

 


