
When does the Norm get overtaken by the New Norm? 

I don’t know about you, but I listen to what people say is accepted today and remember that 

back in my day that sort of behaviour or thought process was not acceptable. 

I will give you an example; I was speaking with someone the other day who knew me, and 

my wife, and we were having a conversation about activities outside of work, and the person 

asked me whether my partner and I were married? 

I explained that I am married because I wanted to make the commitment to my wife in the 

special way that was the norm to me and her, with the sharing the vows to each other etc... 

Jeremiah 29:6 says we are to marry settle down and have children.  Interesting, because 

this statement does not fall in line with the norm of today.  People meet, settle down and 

have children without marrying.  People meet, marry and settle down and not have children 

because that is what they choose.  In the culture at the time the book of Jeremiah was 

written, it was frowned upon if a couple married and did not or could not have children.   

In addition we can then think of all the people who lived through the World Wars, plus the 

more recent conflicts around the world, where violence and bloodshed are or were the norm. 

We can think of all who have suffered because of what they have done, or what has been 

done to them. Many suffering with Post Traumatic Stress and the like.  

Then we have a new norm where it appears to be a good idea for a person to strap a video 

cam to themselves and link the cam through to the various social media platforms and then 

proceed to show themselves shooting 50 plus people who they decided were not the same 

and needed to be dealt with.  The shocking thing is how many people watched the ‘live’ 

event as it happened. Watching and witnessing the sad loss of life.  Let us hope this does 

not become the new norm, the new wave of what is acceptable to society. 

We can then look at the norm of church life. How much has changed over the past 50 years 

or so?  I can remember going to church and it was the norm to have a choir; one small 

church I attended had 40 members of the choir, ranging from children through to adults. 

Where are the choirs now apart from maybe Cathedrals? When I speak of choirs I am of 

course thinking of Anglican churches, because there are many Evangelist churches who 

have a vibrant Gospel choir.   

The norm of the church is something, especially with the Sunday Services where people can 

attend and feel safe because the norm has been the norm for many years, and that to my 

way of thinking is no bad thing. 

The church of course can create new norms to help bring new members to the church, but it 

doesn’t have to take away the original norm to do this; there are other times of the day, and 

other days of the week,  when services could be held. 

How about current political issues, are they now becoming the norm?  It would appear many 

evenings on the news the rest of the world has stopped creating worthy items to be shared 

because we have focused on the one Big Issue, and I can assure you the political Big Issue 

isn’t being sold on the street corner.  What will become the norm after this Big Issue has 

been finally resolved? What will be our new norm?   

One of the new norms I am experiencing at work is the amount of people needing to talk to 

me because they are either stressed or depressed.  In one area just with the people known 

to me the figure is running at about 15% of the work area.  That is unsettling, especially as 

the company is trying very hard to address mental health and wellbeing, but of course the 



company can’t always help when something drives people to mental illness outside of work 

with family breakdowns, loss of a loved one or just wondering what life all is all about. 

As Christians we always have someone to turn to in times of need, that being the Trinity, the 

absolute and unequivocal norm that will always be the unchanging norm in an ever-changing 

world. 

 

 

 

 

 


