
Stan and Ollie. 

Recently my wife and I went to the cinema to see the film Stan and Ollie. The film was more 

for my better half than myself, I usually like action and fantasy. But I must admit I was rather 

taken with the gentle way in which the latter life of Laurel and Hardy was captured in the film. 

(Next comes a high level spoiler ALERT). 

Think back, I would suggest that most of us have seen a Laurel and Hardy film sometime in 

our lives, no matter how young we are. 

The main theme of the film, apart from the serious illness Stan had with his heart, was that 

they embarked on a UK tour to get exposure and which would help with the film Ollie told 

Stan they were being signed up to do.   

There was regret from both on things they had done.  Firstly Stan did not stand by Ollie 

when he asked for an increase in fees when his contract was up for renewal; this is because 

the film company gave them contracts that were six months apart, so when one was ready 

for discussion, the other was only six months into their contract.  Secondly Ollie assumed 

they would get a film contract in their twilight years, and it was his dream.  In the end no 

sponsorship, but he never let Stan know the truth until the end. 

So what can we take from this? In the Bible we can read:   Proverbs 27:9 New 

International Version (NIV)  Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the 

pleasantness of a friend  springs from their heartfelt advice. Or, Proverbs 17:17 New 

International Version (NIV)  A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of 

adversity. 

 

Many written texts including the Bible rate friendship, where we are told two are better than 

one.  A true friend sticks by me no matter what.  Friends should be open and honest with 

each other, not like Stan and Ollie, where the truth of the possibility of starring in another film 

after 16 years was kept secret so one of them could dream the dream.  Or a true friend will 

stand with me, even though it may make them vulnerable and unpopular. 

We as members of Christ, should be friends to all people, even those we may not have time 

for in the general aspects of life.  We should be on a mission to be friends with all, sharing 

Christ’s love with all, not pick and choose who we believe is in and who is out of the church 

community. As proverbs 17:17 states, a friend loves at all times, which means we are to stay 

by a person whether they are in good times or bad, we should not be just fair weather 

friends. 

Sometimes at work I see true friendships and acquainted friendships.   

True friendships are where the team will stick together and protect each other no matter 

what. This reflects the team I am currently working in. 

Within the acquainted friendships everyone is friendly with everyone else while they are in 

the same room working or conversing together, but as soon as one leaves the area, the 

others open up saying what they feel is wrong about the person who is not present, or what 

they feel about the person. They are all smiles and good cheer when they are together but 

as soon as they can they attack whoever is not present with them.  Have you ever come 

across an environment like this?    

I can remember a few years back where the hierarchy came up to me during a meeting and 

asked what was happening in a certain area.  They didn’t ask the person in charge of the 



establishment, they asked me.  Guess what I said?  ‘Why don’t you ask the person 

concerned directly?’ Was I being a true friend to someone in need or was I just taking the 

easy option of not wanting to be part of the situation?  In answer to this, I didn’t want them to 

use me to get to the other person.  I wanted them to take ownership and tackle the problem 

they saw themselves. And that was the type of tone I used in my reply.   

Remember a true friend is a friend indeed. 

 


