
Easter has been and is gone! 

Many of you will be wondering why I am writing about Easter after the event? What 

cloud is he on I hear you ask.  Well just to share with you all, during the lead up to 

Easter I had questions from my work colleagues that I answered in the works 

magazine, which I have to write a column in every other week. 

Many asked whether Easter is as busy for ministers as it is at Christmas, and others 

asked about Maundy Thursday, which is good, because to have some knowledge 

about Easter, especially Maundy Thursday does show that those who may not 

attend church do have an insight into the church calendar at the very least. 

Here is what I wrote in the magazine just leading up to Maundy Thursday. 

“This publication of delivering Our Future falls on Maundy Thursday, which is an 

important time within the Christian calendar. It commemorates the Last Supper of 

Jesus Christ with the Apostles. 

The Last Supper as it is sometimes called is more than likely a time when Jesus 

shared the Passover meal with his friends and this meal goes back in history to the 

time of the persecution of the Jews (Israelites), when God saved them from Slavery 

in Egypt. 

This is also the time of the betrayal, where we are told Judas of Iscariot turned Jesus 

over to the Jewish priestly order of the time.  

The Maundy Service in many churches may including the ministers washing the feet 

of the congregation. Communion, (Sharing of the Bread and Wine), followed by the 

stripping of the altar. Those attending then spend time in quiet meditation reflecting 

on the past times and looking forward to the new. (I can tell you I have been to some 

churches that are quite earie when the altar is stripped and everything within the 

church is void of all decorations). 

Maundy Thursday is also a time when the Monarchy in Britain, (United Kingdom), 

gave/give to the poor. This tradition started around the 13th century. Today the 

Queen gives Maundy coins to pensioners who have been nominated by ministers 

and clergy within the area of the Cathedral where she has chosen to worship. 

The coins are specially minted for the occasion and are carried by the Yeoman of the 

Guard. The money in the red purse is money in lieu of food and clothing while the 

money in the white purse is the Maundy coins.  Although the face value of the coins 

is limited to the age of the monarch as a rule, the collectable value is quite a bit 

more. 

Many say to me, Bet you’re busy at Christmas.” But my reply is with my faith we are 

called the Easter People, and I have a lot more activity within the church ministry at 

this time than I do at Christmas. 

Happy Easter everyone. Don’t eat too much chocolate and remember the dreaded 

‘e’s’ when you let your children or grandchildren loose on those eggs.”  

It is good that people still understand the general meaning of Easter. 



Those who asked me whether I was as busy during this period, I answered, we are 

known as the ‘Easter People’, because we believe that Christ died for us, He was 

raised and will forgive us our sin. I explain that in some ways Easter is more 

important to us than Christmas.  

I am blessed that I am able to share my faith and respect others faith during my life 

in ways that so many can’t.  

Just before Easter one person spoke to me just before the retired from the company. 

He said, “thanks for all your sterling work Rick, you’ve done so much.” I said that’s 

okay I enjoy my training co-ordinator role and I was glad that he appreciated that.  

He replied, “no not that role, although you have done well, your other role, being 

chaplain, it takes a lot of bottle to do that and be there for everyone, thanks.” 

That goodbye from him meant a lot to me, and I felt “YES”, I am doing what the Lord 

wants me to do. Amen to that! 


