
Hi hoe, Hi hoe, it’s off to work we go! 

I was thinking the other day, very unusual for me, as my wife will tell you. I was thinking 

about my life to date, what I had done and where I had been and I said to my wife, what’s it 

all about? I will shortly have been working for 41 years of my life, starting my career with 15 

days holiday per year, plus the Bank Holiday, I spent 13 years at school, from infants 

through to year six, where I took GCE’s.  Lastly the first four years of my life were given to 

exploring who I was as a person, being influenced by my parents. 

I have another 10 years at work and possibly longer if the Government increases the 

retirement age. 

So taking school aside, because we don’t have much choice about where we school etc. 

because we are governed by where we live, type of school available and what not, I thought 

we could take a look at our working life. 

I have a possibility of working for 51 years of my life, possibly longer. The one thing I do 

know is not to wish my life away, I know so many who look forward to the week ending and 

their weekend. I know some who dread the return of Monday. (I know it is different for those 

working shift, such as nurses and those in the Emergency Services), but in the case of the 

shift person, it’s wishing the end of the rota and the start of the rest period, then dreading the 

next shift. 

My question to all of us is whether we work to enjoy a lifestyle, or whether we are chasing 

money, or whether we are working to survive?   

Something I have learnt in life is that I need to enjoy my job, because otherwise I will spend 
my life wishing time away so that I can enjoy my weekends or holidays.  Believe it or not, I 
have even changed my career once or twice in the past, because I have not been happy at 
work, and this included taking a pay cut.  After all, money isn’t everything is it?? 

Being happy in work or anything else we do needs to be our priority, because we spend 
more time with our work colleagues, and sometimes those we train with, than we do with our 
families.  For example: I recently attended a weekend residential regarding my training, and I 
said to someone, I am going to marry so and so, because I have seen more of him this week 
than I have my wife. But generally we see more of those we work with than we do our 
families. So why would we want do something like that if we don’t enjoy our work. 

In the Bible we are told: Ecclesiastes 3:22 New International Version (NIV) 22 So I saw that 

there is nothing better for a person than to enjoy their work, because that is their lot. For who 

can bring them to see what will happen after them? 

Since putting my trust in the Lord and having the faith that God will provide for my needs, but 

maybe not for my wants, I enjoy each and every day that the Lord Blesses me to wake up to. 

Like everyone I have stressful days, and have those days where I need to offload some of 

the sharing I receive from others. But I never wish for time to pass me by because I don’t 

want to be at work.  I enjoy each day for each days sake. On a Sunday evening, I don’t way, 

‘Back too it tomorrow’, although I sometimes wish the weekend lasted a bit longer.  I love 

being used by the Lord to help others, both as a minister and as a training co-ordinator.  

We must also remember that putting trust in God does not mean we will have it easy, or we 

will enjoy our jobs anymore, but the Lord will equip us to deal with every situation as and 

when it arises. Put our trust in God doesn’t mean we will no longer face redundancy, or other 



heartaches that can arise through our working lives, but it does mean that we have faith, and 

faith can build us and equip us for the future. 

Yours in Christ. 

Rick Hayes, Assistant Curate. 


