
Christmas is with us again. 

Through advent Christians are looking at receiving the best gift of all. 

Now we have reached that time when Christians welcome God’s gift to the world, that being 

His Son Jesus Christ. 

I was asked by an employee a while ago the question, “Why do Christmas trees have candy 

walking sticks?” I said I didn’t know, but will investigate, their reply was they thought I was a 

chaplain and I should know the answer. I then said maybe to celebrate Willie Wonker’s 

chocolate factory?  They smiled and I guessed they had already looked the answer up on 

the internet. I was right they had. They said it was the shepherd’s crook of St Nicholas. We 

then had a great discussion where I explained that in other EU countries St. Nicholas is 

celebrated on the 6th December 2016, I also shared who he was, where he came from and 

what he had done.  

This term I have been studying theology as part of my training towards ordination as priest. 

At first I thought, I’ve done this all before when I trained as an evangelist, but boy, I was so 

wrong. This course as far as I am concerned is also a gif, where the Lord has placed me 

where I am, needing the training I need. It has opened my eyes, mind and ears to look at 

scripture in a completely different way, looking at who wrote what and when, the history and 

culture that was prevalent at the time. Plus one important thing, that being the Message 

remains constant because it is the Word of God, but the delivery of the message needs to 

change with each generation. We need to build on the works of the original theologians, 

because the Good News is living, not something that has been consigned to history. 

When I look at the other gifts I have received over the years, I remember saying to myself, 

PLEASE no more socks, PLEASE no more aftershave, especially the less expensive one 

that came in bottles that represented various cars, or wild animals. It seemed to be an age 

thing, where when I was at one age, everyone thought I needed socks, and when the found I 

started to shave, they all bought me the gift of aftershave. (Sorry I don’t mean to sound 

ungrateful, but I was facing copious amounts of the stuff at the time.) To try and stop the 

aftershave I grew a beard, but I could find a way of stopping the socks, chopping my feet of 

seemed rather extreme. 

You would think that receiving the same gift each year from God, and celebrating the birth of 

Christ would be boring, like receiving the socks and aftershave, but believe it or not, it isn’t. 

Why is that I hear you ask! 

The answer as far as I am aware is because the gift allows us to grow in faith, each year we 

grow a bit more, we experience more, we understand more, we learn more through reading, 

being part of a small group. So when we look at the gift each year, we look at it with different 

eyes, with a different outlook and we experience the gift again as though it were a new 

present, and a new beginning for us, a new way of appreciating the greatest gift of all. 

To those who are taking time off this Christmas, I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a 

Prosperous New Year. Enjoy your time with your family and friends.  And to those of you 

who are working over this period, be safe, and enjoy the time you have available with your 

family and friends. 

May 2017 bring us stability within the country, a light at the end of the tunnel, and a brighter 

outlook for the world. 

Take care, and don’t drink too much.. 


