
Safety First. 

Hello to you all, 

I am sharing with you an article I produced for the Tata Steel Delivering Our Future magazine, I have 

to produce an article every other week for the magazine, as the chaplain has a regular column. 

This month I was asked to write about health and safety, and I know the communications 

department thought they had stumped me, as they are rather bemused that I always manage to 

bring scripture into the column. Well what do they expect; I am the chaplain after all. 

At work we are told that we must look out for each other, and we are all responsible for health and 

safety, although we do of course have a department dedicated to this area. Working within heavy 

industry, using various chemicals and of course 6000 degrees plus iron in the furnace you wouldn’t 

expect anything less. 

Below is the article I wrote for the magazine, I hope you enjoy it.  Also it is worth noting, that it 

doesn’t matter what you do, or whether you are retired etc. health and safety is still an everyday 

activity. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Believe it or not safety issues have been around since the beginning of time. All living things have the 

ability to hurt themselves if they don’t think before they act.  Most animals though weigh up the 

pros and cons, and the risks involved before embarking on anything dangerous. 

Here is a piece from the Bible: Genesis 43:9 

“I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally responsible for him. If I do not bring 
him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame before you all my life.” 
I myself will guarantee his safety. You can hold me personally responsible for him.  Under health & 

Safety we are to look out for each other, trying to guarantee our safety in everything we do.  If we 

see someone acting dangerously, or taking shortcuts that could cause them and others harm, it is 

our duty to speak with that person and try to alert them to the implications of their actions. 

Otherwise we may find we will constantly blame ourselves should something happen that causes 

injury or worse. I will bear the blame before you all my life. 

I don’t think any of us intentionally intend to hurt ourselves, there are the exceptions to the rule, 

those who need to self-harm and those who feel they need to end their life, but on the whole most 

of us don’t mean to cause ourselves any harm.   

But we must all remember, health and safety doesn’t stop at the works gate. We need to think 

health and safety when we are driving home, when we are out and about, when we are working 

around the home, in fact in every aspect of our daily lives.  

Those of you who have undertaken first aid courses know that health & Safety also comes in to that, 

where we need to make sure the area is safe for us to administer first aid.   

We undertake risk assessments every minute of every day, although we may not realise it. For 

example: is it safe to overtake the vehicle in front. Don’t put your fingers in way of a knife when 

cutting food, (Like I did the other day). 

My message to all of us, yes including me, be safe and look out for each other. 



So what do you think? To look at the first applications of health and safety we can go right back to 

Genesis. And even then the writer shows that we have a responsibility for each other, and we have 

to be accountable for our actions. 

I think the communications department will try even harder to catch me out, and all I can say to that 

is, thank goodness for electronic Bibles, because you can search them using key words and all the 

text attributed to that word is then displayed and you then only have to read each to find something 

appropriate to use. 

Take car each and every one of you and may the Lord Bless and protect you all. 

Yours in Christ. 

Revd Rick Hayes Assistant Curate. 


