
Team Players 

The World Cup is over and France the winner, but I feel it is worth reflecting on the games 

played and take some positives from them. 

Although I am not much of a football fan, I found I enjoyed watching England play and I 

noticed a difference in the team’s ethos. Not only were they a new and inexperienced team, 

they were a TEAM, including the manager. 

It wasn’t like the days of old, where all tried to deliver the ball to one player, so that they 

could score.  There were no LOOK at me stars dominating the play or the team. 

Gareth Southgate, when speaking to the press displayed humbleness and humility and 

appeared to talk from the heart.  The team played as a united unit, no one greater than 

anyone else.  

Even when Kieran Trippier had to come off because of injury in the Croatia game, the 10 

remaining players continued to give it their all. 

This sort of team working is something anyone can learn from, both in business, faith, sport 

and social activities.   

We are bombarded with all sorts of adverts telling us to buy this and that, because it will 

make us feel special.  Well I tried some of the famous aftershave, and I can confirm I never 

got the high class dinner suit, or the six pack that went with it.   

But working in a team does help to make me feel special, a part of something, working 

collaboratively together for the greater good. This is happening in many areas of my life 

including church and business. 

Many of us have been told ‘to think of others and not ourselves’ but surely a team working 

well doesn’t need to be told, they have a ‘Southgate’ who nurtures, coaches and supports 

their team to this ‘US and not ME’ mind-set. 

Going back to the England team, they experienced their first international setting as a team, 

they are young and have a chance next time round.   

Many times at work we talk about storming, norming and performing, which is where a team 

matures together.  

This is where profile build states that where  people meet and form teams for the first time, 

there is a time for storming, a bit like chickens sorting out the ‘pecking’ order.  Then comes 

the move to a more stable norming process, where everyone knows why they are in the 

team and the roles that are needed, each is part of the whole.  Lastly once the team matures 

and breaths as one we have the performing process, where all are one and one are all, and 

together they make the difference. 

There are example in the Bible about working together, we have Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, which 

gives a good indication that when we work together two people can do more than twice as 

much as one person can do. 

Within the book of Acts we witness the church coming together as a team. Acts 1:14 in 

prayer. Acts 2:46 where all met in their homes and shared bread. 

The letters from Paul also show the team working, that took place then and can still take 

place today. 1 Corinthians 12:6-20 explains that the performing team has many gifts and 

talents, and all are used for the Glory of God and the church.  Do we still have these gifts 



today?  We are also told about the body and how each part needs to know where it fits, this 

again is try team working, because without a fully functioning body, we would be in pain.  So 

we can look at ourselves and see how we fit together and what we need to do to become a 

performing team within the team.   

A small cog is as important as a large cog as well as being just as important as the clock 

face with its hands, because without the small cog working, the rest will not be able to work 

either. 

So let’s build our teams and work together to continue performing and draw people to the 

Kingdom of God. 

One final passing thought on team working.  Tracey and I have a very close team working 

relationship and we love each other and work well as a married team. We also have a 

wonderful team, which is called family and friends, but it would appear that we have other 

team members within the family we did not know about, one being our special box where 

mail is delivered too.  I have just received a text message telling me that the package has 

been left with the special box, and to top it all the special box even signed for the package. 

That special box will be asking for internet access soon… 

  

 


