
Who’s a Disciple of Christ? 

As many of you will be aware, a lot of my sermons over the recent weeks have 

highlighted discipleship.  I will speak about this for a while longer as well, because I 

feel it is an important part of the Christian faith. 

So.  Who do you think are Christ’s disciples in the modern church of today? Answer, 

we all are.  Even as assistant curate, I will always be learning.  In fact, I will be 

learning right up until the day I die.  What will happen after that is the unknown, but I 

bet those many rooms prepared for each and every one of us will have books for 

learning and alike.   

If we do agree that as Christians we are all disciples, then we have to look at how we 

are learning. What are we doing to draw us closer to the Lord? What type of leaning 

is deemed as helping with discipleship? 

Collins dictionary explains that discipleship is:  ‘If you are someone's disciple, you 

are influenced by their teachings and try to follow their example’. We can therefore 

be disciples of anyone whose teachings inspire us, such as Freud. Therefore, being 

a disciple does not necessarily mean we are Christian, because, if I am a disciple of 

Freud, this means I like learning about the principles he introduced, such as the 

infant state of mind etc. 

But if someone said they were a disciple, people wouldn’t usually ask: ‘A disciple to 

whom?’  Faith and religion seem to have the monopoly on the word. 

If we refer to the Bible, there were disciples of John as well as Jesus.  The disciples 

of John were sent to question Jesus (Matthew 9:14). Then John’s disciples came 

and asked him, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast often, but your disciples do 

not fast?” So, could we draw from this that John as a teacher was still a learner? 

Where he knew that he had to be disciple to someone else to help him grow and 

expand his learnings, which in turn will increase his ability to teach? 

So as Disciples of Christ, who or what institution do we turn to, to help us grow and 

increase in our faith?  Of course, we have the times of worship and the Eucharist 

services, where we experience the ‘Sermon’, from a minister or another church 

approved person. But should be look further than this?  Should we be looking within 

our parishes to set up the ‘Nurture’ groups suggested by our Diocese? Where we 

can help build people, to share in being disciples.  MFG and other groups that I 

belong to always strike me with the way even the facilitator or leader also learns 

during the session, as well as those seeking. Even when I attend training courses 

regarding the ministry the Lord has called me to I am always fascinated by the way 

the person leading the event often says how they have learned something from the 

event, by what had been shared, or by some reflective insight from someone.  

We’re also told in the Bible, what when we reach a certain stage we need to go out 

and share what we have learnt so far with others.  Matthew 28:19 Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit. What would you suggest this verse in Matthew teaches 

us? I would say it shows that we are to grow together, as a united church in one 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/teaching
https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english/try
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body, sharing with others what we have learned so far, and being willing to increase 

our discipleship to learn more.  Because as Jesus said somewhere else in the Bible, 

no one will be greater than their teacher, they can only become equal to them. 

One final note:  The Church does now recognise many and varied ministries that will 

enrich to life of the church and empower it to make disciples of all people. For 

example; many of you know I trained for three years as an evangelist, did that mean 

my discipleship was over?  No.  I spent additional years and will give years to come 

in discipleship to my priesting, chaplaincy and any other ministry to which the Church 

and God is calling me.  Although many of us are trainers, we are all still learners. 

Take some time this month to look at the Church in Wales website, or in the 

Grapevine to explore whether there is a ministry to which God is calling you.   


