
The mistakes we all make. 

Many times in our lives we look at resolutions to a problem, this can be both at work 

and at home.  We look at resolving an issue and then move on. Many times we try to 

resolve issues with others without trying to reconcile ourselves with them. 

The dictionary meaning of both are: Resolution is a formal act of solving or ending a 

problem or difficulty. Reconciliation is the process of making two opposite beliefs, 

ideas, or solutions agree. 

It is worth noting that reconciliation focuses on relationships rather than resolution 

which focuses on the problem. 

In the Bible we are told Jesus said in Matthew 5:23-24 (NIV),  23 “Therefore, if you 

are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother or sister has 

something against you, 24 leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to them; then come and offer your gift.” Although this message was aimed 

at the people of the time, it is still relevant to us today. We need to seek 

reconciliation with each other before we can resolve any issues we may have.   

Look at the piece of scripture, it specifically says, ‘Be reconciled with them.’ It doesn’t 

say, ‘But first try and resolve the problem.’ 

In business reconciliation is sometimes referred to as ‘getting buy-in’, from the stake 

holders. Remember stake holders are those effected by whatever at all levels, not 

just the management team. 

A lot of my work involves reconciliation, where I try to have people face their 

problems in life. In marriage it can involve the couple reconciling their differences, 

the things that caused them to drift away from each other.  They can’t look at 

resolving unless they both agree and reconcile their differences.  

Then there are those who are addicted to something or other.  These people need to 

find reconciliation of the cause of the addiction, we can then start of the process of 

resolving the addiction, but unless they want to end the trap they face themselves in, 

there is no point even trying to resolve the issue. 

My darling wife is blessed with the art of reconciliation and resolution, where she 

suggests something she always has the knack of convincing me through 

reconciliation that it was my idea/thought in the first place. Once I have grasped the 

idea we move on to the resolution process, where the idea she implanted into my 

mind gets carried out. In short she says and I do! 

When one is trying to reconcile, one has to have a lot of patience, again my darling 

wife displays her patience to the extreme. She will suggest to me the reconciliation 

process, and step away. She might hint again over the next few months, but 

eventually the resolution process will be underway, and I feel great because of 

course it was all my idea.  Only joking by the way, this doesn’t happen often. Usually 

she and I are on the same wave length and get things done as a team.  I do happen 

to drag my feet when the reconciliation has the solution of me undertaking a task 



where I am about to get rid of something I feel fond of. I am sure we can all relate to 

that. 

Let’s now look at the church, how often are we as the church trying to bring in 

resolutions to stimulate growth with the church. Organising various events and 

initiatives to try and become more relevant with the local community. We have seen 

it so many times, where a resolution is offered, but have we ever gone out into the 

community to see if any reconciliation is needed before we endeavour to offer 

resolutions? 

If we go back to the Bible passage, how often have we needed to leave of gift at the 

altar and go and be reconciled with our brother and sister? How many times has the 

corporate church been in need to doing this?   

As a group we are trying to reconcile the local church with the community around us, 

and long may that continue, and long may the Lord give us the strength to keep up 

our actions and works of reconciliation. 

Please remember Mathern Church is open every Wednesday evening from 7pm until 

8pm. This is to offer people a time of quiet, and also if desired a time for healing 

prayer, or for someone being there to listen to the needs and hurts of others. 

 


