
The Church causes a couple to divorce! 

At the time of writing this article, I had the privilege to attend the unveiling to the 

statue called the Lady of the Lake, at Morriston Hospital Burns unit, Swansea. 

During the event we enjoyed a professional story teller who shared with us the 

legend of the Lady in the Lake, , Lyn-y-Fan Fach.   

It started with a young farmer, who wooed the Lady of the Lake, by first offering her a 

crust of bread from his pocket.  Then after sharing he love for the Lady of the Lake 

with his mother, she made him a lightly rolled doe to offer to the Lady and again she 

refused the gift. His mother then assured him that the heart of his true love would be 

won with his mother’s first class bread, which she made ready for him to take to the 

Lady in the Lake the next day. When the Lady of the Lake saw the bread she agreed 

to marry him, and would ensure that all his needs were met.  

But the Lady of the Lake gave one condition, that being, he would never strike her. 

She explained that should he strike her three times she’d be off and take everything 

with her. (First prenuptial agreement 11th century).  He agreed to the terms. She then 

left the lake and called to the lake and every sort of domestic animal came out of the 

lake and they all travelled back to his farm, married and settled down.   

They lived happily together and had three boys who grew and all was well until the 

first trip to the church, where they were attending a Christening.  During the service 

the Lady of the Lake cried and cried and her husband shook her, (domestic abuse), 

asking her what was up? She said the baby would not live for long, and then said 

that is the first time of him striking her, so be careful. 

The next time they went to church was for a wedding, where an old wealthy 

gentlemen was marrying a young girl from another village. The lady of the Lake cried 

and cried and her husband nudged her hard, saying it was supposed to be a joyous 

occasion, so why was she crying? She explained that it was not true love because 

the young girl was only marrying for money, and she told him he had struck her 

again, be very careful as this was the second time.  

The third time at church, was to attend a funeral, and during the service The Lady of 

the Lake laughed uncontrollably. He husband took her by the shoulders and shook 

her hard, saying it was not the time of the place to be laughing, why was she 

laughing?  She said that the lady who was dead has gone to a far better place, and 

then she said by the way, that’s the third time you have struck me, so I am off. 

(Divorce underway). 

On the way she called to all the live-stock she had blessed the young farmer with 

and left him as poor as he was before, (Divorce settlement). 

It is fabled that the three sons continued to meet with their mother, although the 

father did not know, and during their meetings she would walk them around the lake 

and show them all the herbs and plants that were good for healing people.  The 

folklore says the three sons are deemed as the first physicians in Wales. 

So remember, always keep your promises, and think twice before you act. 



I used the heading ‘Church causes a couple to divorce’. That’s the type of headline 

that would appear in the media, as they would route because the incident back to the 

visits to the church where the three strikes and you’re out took place. 

By the same token we are sometimes conditioned to act within the environment we 

find ourselves.  Look at the three occasions, there should have been two happy 

events and one sad event. But because for some reason the Lady of the Lake could 

see past and through things she acted in a completely different way. 

To us Christians Baptism is crucial we see in Matthew 3:11 (NIV), I baptise you with 

water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more powerful than I, whose 

sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. Our 

baptism looks to the eternal, not the temporal. 

As to marriage, we are told in the Bible, Matthew 19:6 (NIV) so they are no longer 

two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate. 

Marriage is not something to do because of lust or some whimsical notion. 

As Christians we should not worry about death, as stated in the Bible, Ecclesiastes 

7:1 (NIV) A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death better than 

the day of birth. Why? Because we are told we will enter into the Lords Eternal 

Kingdom when we leave this world of ours. 

So when was the last time you attended an event and thought, ‘This is wrong, I 

shouldn’t be here!’ And more importantly what did you do about it? 

 

 


